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Wednesday Evenings in Skiatook
“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread
and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done
by the apostles.” Acts 2: 24-43 (NIV)
One of the things that I have learned over the last decade or so, as I have worked to discern God’s will in my life, and in churches I have
served, is that there is often a tangible or visible sign of when God is moving. Often, I find that when several people have the same idea
(often independently), or it’s something I’ve been thinking about and other people begin to bring up those same things, that maybe it is a
sign we need to pay attention. I call those “rhythms and patterns”. If I have a thought on my heart, and I see that same thought in my
daily devotions, or hear a song on the radio with that same sentiment, I must ask myself if perhaps God is speaking to me in some way. I
believe that’s how God speaks to us and works in our lives—in rhythms and patterns.
For some time now, I have pondered the idea of a more structured time of fellowship and learning in our church. Honestly, we don’t
always do fellowship very well. Because of the two services, even fellowship dinners at noon are hard to do, because it’s not always
easy for those who come to the early service, to have to come back a few hours later. We have 5 th Sunday brunches, but those only happen a few times a year. We don’t have a systematic way to get to know new people, and we don’t have a consistent approach to Bible
studies—either long term or short term studies. Many working parents and kids can’t make an evening activity, unless there is a meal
involved. Many adults can’t do evening Bible studies because of child care issues.
Many Skiatook community churches have a tradition of Wednesday night activities, though our church does not. At least not in recent
history. I have been thinking about this for over a year. I even had an hour long telephone conversation with a pastor in West Texas
about this in January, after posting a question on a Facebook clergy site. Linda Tucker and I have talked endlessly about this, (since we
already have Youth on Wednesdays), and I even mentioned it to our new Bishop a few months ago. Then, last month at our visioning
committee meeting, this topic came up. And it wasn’t even suggested by me. Someone wondered why we didn’t have Wednesday activities. The Visioning Committee discussed it, and we all agreed it would be worth implementing, and it would be great to start sooner rather than later. I call this rhythms and patterns! So we made the decision to implement this.
There are still a lot of details to work out. A LOT! We will begin on September 13, and go for eight weeks through Nov. 8, with a one
week break in October for Fall Break. We will need four teams of 2-4 people each that are willing to cook twice during the semester.
Menus will be planned in advance, and will be fairly simple and inexpensive, though we do want good home-cooked style meals. We
will start with the idea of simply having a donation jar that will pay for each meal, hopefully covering the costs. Everyone I have talked
to that does this says this is usually the case. Activities will be offered for children, our youth are already here, and there will be at least
two classes for adults to choose from (a short term Bible study by me, and at least one other offering.) We will have a nursery available
also. If you don’t wish to stay for a class, then at least come and eat. We believe that sharing meals is important, and no one should have
to eat alone!
Many more details will be forthcoming in August as we work through this, but if you are willing to be on a team to prepare meals, please
let me know! Or, if as an individual or team you want to be in charge of the meals each week, that is certainly a possibility as well! We
may start out small in numbers, but I believe it will grow, because I think there is a hunger in people for community building. And we all
have to eat, right? Please be in prayer with me and the Visioning Team about this—I believe the time may be right for something like
this! It will also be an easy way to invite someone new to get to know us. What better way to introduce people to our church, and to
each other, than around the table, learning and growing together! And if anyone can come up with a catchy name, let me know!!!! I’m
looking forward to this exciting development!

With rhythms and patterns,
Pastor Susan

$35

Misc. Happenings
Servant Spotlight
Thanks to:
 For all who
were able to
give their time
to make VBS a success
 Joe and Gloria Hale for
donating the food for
VBS
 Sheril Lewis, Patti
McKinney, Vernon
Lester, Jackie Hull,
Willie Jones, Sharon
Langenberg, Erin Davis,
Julee March, and Judy
Supernaw for helping
with school supplies registrations
 John Keeline for installing the backup camera in the van
 Kelli Wilkerson for being a camp cabin leader.

Gifts are given...




To the LAF building fund by
Rev. Susan Whitley, and Glendell and Peck
Brown
To school supplies by Ken &
Julee March, and
Johnny and Nita
Whitney.

Red Cross Blood Drive
Thursday,
August 10, 2017
12:30—6:30pm
L.A.F. Building

SHOWER WITH LOVE
Join us on Sunday, August 2nd at 2:00pm, as we shower Jane and BJ Danner and Baby Girl Danner with love
and gifts in celebration of their upcoming bundle of joy!
Evelyn Jane is expected to arrive September 18th.
BJ is currently the youth director at Claremore FUMC, but began his
career with us here at Skiatook FUMC. Jane, the daughter of Chuck
and Cathy Allred, grew up in our church and spent a number of years
as our children’s director. She currently teaches at Marrs Elementary.
They are registered at Target.com and BabiesRUs.com.

Stay in Touch!
Several of our friends have recently
moved. Here are updated addresses so that we can continue to share
our love in the writing.
Billie Emery
Autumn Wood
2700 N Hickory St
Claremore, OK 74017
Naomi McClure
Homestead of Owasso
14701 E 86th Street N
Owasso, OK 74055
Ireland & Joyce Brock
8746 Blake Evan Circle
Pensacola, FL 32526

School Supplies 2017
Last week, we took our final school
supply registration forms. As we continue with our annual school supply
giveaway, we are able to take a breath
and get ready for the next phase. The
second week of August
will find us purchasing,
bagging, and distributing supplies for more
than 200 local students.
Distribution will be on
Saturday, August 12th,
from 10am until 3pm.
If you are able to help with shopping,
sorting, and double checking bags,
please contact the project coordinators,
Sheril Lewis or Patti McKinney, or call
the church office. We really couldn’t do
what we do without each of you!

Join us for this six
week study “The
Call: The Life and
Message of the
Apostle Paul.
It will begin on
Wednesday, Sept
13 as part of our
Wednesday night
program. (see Pastor’s letter on front). It has a participant’s book that will be ordered, at
a cost of $10.00 per book. Come and
join us for dinner, and then stay for
this study led by Pastor Susan. The
last two weeks of the 8 week
Wednesday program will be an overview of Methodism history and beliefs. Hope to see you there!

Thanks for Your Support!
Church Family,
Times like these are never
easy. The
support,
prayers, love,
hugs, food,
and generosity of our
church family
and friends
made our
days brighter. We are very
blessed to be so loved.
Thank you to all who loved
and helped us in so many different ways. Your love and
kindnesses are so very appreciated.
Erin Davis & Family
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Skiatook’s First
Day of School

Sat
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Youth to St.
Yootz Day
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10:00: Yoga
11am: level 1
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Group
Game Day
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11:30: Stretching
4:30Chair Yoga
6pm Level 2
Yoga
6:00 Youth
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

News from Finance
Thank you for your giving
this year! Giving statements through June 30,
2017 were mailed out the
last week of July. If you
have any questions, please
call the office. Patti is happy to double check, and
make any changes or corrections necessary.
Have you ever considered having your monthly giving just debited directly from your account? We
have that capability here. Currently, we can have
donations drawn from your account either once a
month, or twice a month, with your choice of dates
on the 10th, or the 20th. It provides a consistency
that is easy and automatic, and takes away the hassle
of remembering to write checks. It also accounts for
a constant flow of giving, even when people are out
of town, or absent from church. It can also be easily
stopped at any time if you find that your circumstances have changed. Let the office know, and we
will get you a card, and get it set up for you!

RECYCLE PLEASE

Friday Prayer Group
During Lent, we began a Friday morning prayer
group in Room 101. Each week we have several focused prayers. We begin with praying for each person on our prayer list, as printed on the back of our
bulletin; then we pray for our church. We usually
have 2-3 more specifically focused
prayers that change each week as
well, such as praying for foster families, or those with mental illness,
veterans suffering from PTSD, those
who are homeless, and so on. You
get the idea.
If we have time, we follow that with
a guided prayer exercise, such as Lectio Divina, or
breath prayers, or some other form of prayer. We
end with the Lord’s Prayer. Even though Lent is
over, we are continuing this Friday morning prayer
group. We believe prayer is a necessary and vital
part of our church life! Join us each Friday at 11:00
am as we spend time with God in prayer.

