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Social Distancing and Quarantine in Skiatook 
 

 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.  And let us con-
sider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting to-

gether, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you 
see the Day approaching.  (Hebrews 10: 23-25) 

 
Who would have ever thought an article titled “Social Distancing and Quarantine” would be appropriate for what 
would normally be an Easter kind of message in the church newsletter?  I certainly never would!  These are in-
deed unprecedented times in our country, at least during my lifetime.  It is a time that is scary, uncertain, and we 
don’t know how long it will last.   
  
What we do know, is that this COVID-19, or Coronavirus, is fast moving, very contagious, and can be deadly.  It 
is not just senior citizens, or people with underlying health conditions that are at risk.  We are seeing more and 
more younger people getting very sick , including children.  There are fatalities in all age groups.  In fact, 20% of 
those hospitalized in the U.S. are people under age 40.  As a nation, we are being asked to implement certain 
measures, and make certain sacrifices to help combat the spread of this virus.  We are all being asked both by 
Governor Stitt at the state level, and our own Skiatook City Council to stay home and shelter in place.    A good 
way to think about it is “Don’t just stay home so you won’t be exposed to it.  Pretend you have been exposed, 
and then stay home so no one else is at risk of being exposed to it.” 
 
In light of these circumstances, we are not currently gathering in the sanctuary as a congregation on Sundays.  
Last week, a group of 7 of us live-streamed from the sanctuary using Facebook live.  This week (March 29), I am 
uncomfortable doing even that.  So instead, we will simply be doing an individual live stream from my office.  
We hope that you will worship with us. Light a candle, sing the songs, pray the prayers, say the creeds with us.   
And worship God from home. 
 
I deeply regret that we won’t be able to hold regular Holy Week Activities.  And I have no idea what Easter will 
look like. (What am I supposed to do with 6 confetti cannons?) We are literally living out Lent, sacrificing and 
giving up for others. But know this:  Easter will still happen. Resurrection is still coming.  It’s Friday, but Sun-
day’s coming! 
 
I don’t know when this will all end.  But it will, eventually.  And when it does, we will gather again, and cele-
brate.  As I said in my sermon last week:  “Spring always comes after winter, morning always comes after the 
darkest night, order always emerges from chaos, and Resurrection always follows death.  We will get through 
this together.  We have hope:  we have a sacred hope, a covenant, that reminds us that God will never leave us 
nor forsake us.  We hold onto that hope, we remember Whose we are, and we look at serving God, and serving 
people, in different ways.  The church has now left the building, and we are called to find different ways to be the 
church.  So…. Be the church!  Love God, love people, and love others by staying home.     
   
 

Blessings,  
Pastor Susan 



 

 

    A P R I L   2 0 2 0 

Lets keep in touch!!! 

Especially during these uncertain times let’s keep the children 

focused on GOD!!!  Watch our FB page for  

lessons, videos and encouragement.   

Skiatook FUMC Children  

Church Camp is still happening!  

At this time we are still planning for SUMMER CAMP at Egan.   

Please join me in praying and planning for this to   happen. 

Contact Miria for more information.   

And, look at the website,  

www.okcamps.org. 

There were changes made 

to camps this year (age grouping). 

Miria: 405-850-2253 

children@fumcskiatook.com  
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Skiatook FUMC Youth 

Happy Easter! 

We have entered a time of real uncertainty. School is online, lots of people 

are working from home and we are all otherwise just trying to figure out 

how to live life from day to day. One thing remains—we are children of a 

mighty God that loves us without end. We are the church and we will love 

each other, even if that means loving one another through FaceTime!  

For now, virtual meetings will be the new format of things. For a bit. I will 

be working with the kids to get a  Zoom meeting set up, so please help your 

kids find and download the Zoom app. It’s been working well with my semi-

nary classes, so I have high hopes for our group. We’ve already gotten to-

gether once via FaceTime and it was wonderful to hear the kids greeting 

one another and being excited to see each other.  

Hoping to see you all very soon. Stay well! 

APRIL CALENDAR 

Maundy Thursday………….9 

Good Friday……………..……10 

Easter……………………………12 

STUFF TO KNOW 

• Youth on Wednesday nights 
via FaceTime or Zoom from 
6:00-8:00! 

• FIX is canceled until further 
notice 

• Questions? Call Meg at 
(918)906-0414. Texting is 
even better!  



 
Misc. Happenings 

Servant Spotlight 

Thanks to: 

 Debbie Bennett and Lora Cartner 
for being Sunday greeters during 
March 

 Debbie Bennett for changing the 
church sign in March 

 Carolyn Brooks, Beverly Dollar, 
Ka’Lu Underwood, Robin Edens, 
and Meg Burris for helping lead 
our first Facebook Live streaming 
service. 

 David Brooks, for lending us his 
tripod to stream our services, and 
Carolyn Brooks for bringing it to 
church. 

 Tom Weathers, for cleaning out 
the janitor’s closet, and moving 
the parking bumpers back to their 
places. 

 James Prather and Tom Weathers, 
for serving as pall-bearers for a 
family who needed help. 

 Rev. Judy Conner for facilitating 
the Grief Group 

Gifts are given… 

 To the youth program 
by Mark & Kathy 
Boynton 

 To the youth program 
by David & Patsy Reid 

 To the children’s department by 
Keifer & Miria Jones  

 To the LAF Building Debt Relief 
by Glenn & Mary Nelson  

Donations & Tithes 

Money can be a sensitive topic, but we al-

ways want to be transparent here at the 

church in all financial matters. Thank you to 

everyone who has been able to continue 

their giving to the church during this uncer-

tain time. Feel free to mail your gifts to us at 

PO Box 910, Skiatook, OK 74070.  

Or, you can now use PayPal to give elec-

tronically. Log on to our website 

at www.fumcSkiatook.com and 

locate the donate tab or the im-

age seen at the right (hand with 

dollar sign above it.) There you 

will enter how much you would like to give, 

select if it goes to the general budget, the 

building fund, or somewhere else. You can 

also choose to cover processing fees if you 

would like.  Please know that we strive to 

use your gifts in a way that is most honoring 

and pleasing to God, and your generosity is 

always appreciated. Our ministry is about 

building the Kingdom of God here on earth.  

I’m sure it 

comes as 

no sur-

prise to 

learn that even though we are 

not having worship in person in 

the sanctuary, the church still 

has financial obligations each 

month. I know that many of you 

have experienced hardship of 

many kinds during this COVID-

19 quarantine. There are huge 

financial implications for the 

church as well. 

Please consider continuing your 

pledge or regular giving to the 

church during this season if you 

are at all able. We still have in-

surance, utilities, salaries, and 

other expenses that are fixed.  

We are hoping to receive a 

temporary forbearance on our 

building loan as well, just to 

cover any shortages we will 

face. Thank you for your gifts. 

Thinking of... 

r thoughts and prayers are with 

Gene Lanphier and the family and 

friends of the late Rebecca 

Lanphier, who graduated this life on 

March 8, 2020, following a long bat-

tle with Alzheimer’s. Services were 

held at Skiatook FUMC for this life-

long Methodist. The couple moved 

to Skiatook from Heavener, Oklaho-

ma, to take advantage of medical 

services. Please continue to lift the 

family in prayer.  

United Methodist Women 

Congratulations to Dianne Shaw, the 

winner of the shamrock quilt! Dianne’s 

name was drawn by Mrs. Marietta 

Dunham, who started the quilt as a gift 

to her late son, Gary Dunham, then de-

cided to donate it to our United Meth-

odist Women.  

The UWM will resume meeting on the 

second Thursday of the month at 10 am 

in room 103, once we are able to gather 

together again.  

Welcome To Our New  

District Superintendent 

Please give a warm welcome to our 

new Council Oak District Superin-

tendent Rev. Connie Gibson.  Rev. 

Gibson is currently serving as the 

DS in the Wichitas District, which 

is comprised of Lawton and the 

surrounding area.   

She will follow Rev. Cindy Havlik, 

our current DS., who is taking an 

early medical retirement.  We wish 

Rev. Havlik well in her next steps 

of retirement. 

Welcome to Rev. Gibson.  We look 

forward to working with her, and 

getting to know her.  She will begin 

her duties in July 2020. 

GREEN TEAM  

We are in need of 2 more volunteers. 

It is time to begin thinking about the 

mowing season. Each year, we have a 

“Green Team” which consists of four 

two-man teams that rotate mowing and 

weed-eating the church grounds at the 

end of the week. With a minimum of 

four teams, each team mows just once a 

month. There is a sign-up sheet in the 

foyer, or you can reach out to me or 

Tom Weathers if you would like to be 

part of the Green Team or have ques-

tions about what is involved.  



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 

10:30: Worship 
livestreamed 

 
 

30 
11:00: level 1 
yoga 

 

 
6:00 Quilting 
Class 

31 
 
12:30-6:30: Red 
Cross Blood  
Drive 

 
6:00: Girl Scouts 

1 
 
11:00: Yoga Lev-
el 1 

3:00-4:30: FIX  

5:30: Handbell 
Practice 

6-8: Youth  

  

2 
1:00: CHUMS’ 
Game Day 
 
4:30Chair Yoga 
6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 
 
6 pm  Grief 
Group 

3 
10:00:  Yoga 
 
10:30: Prayer 
Group 
 
 

4 
 

5 
Palm 

Sunday 
10:30: Worship 
livestreamed 
  
4-7 Kid’s Night 
Out 
 

6 

11:00: level 1 
yoga 

 
 

6:00 Quilting 
Class 

 

 

7 
 
 
 
6:00: Girl Scouts 
 

8 
11:00: Yoga Lev-
el 1 
 
3:00-4:30: FIX  

6-8: Youth  

 

9 
10:00: UMW  
 
1:00: CHUMS’ 
Game Day 
4:30Chair Yoga 

6:00-8:00: 
Maundy Thurs-
day Worship 

10 
10:00:  Yoga 

10:30: Prayer 
Group 
 
6:00: Good Fri-
day Worship 
 

11   

12 

Easter  
9:30: Sunday 
School 

10:30: Worship  

 
 
 

13 
11:00: level 1 
yoga 
 

 

 

6:00 Quilting 
Class 

 

 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00: Girl Scouts 

15 
11:00: Yoga Lev-
el 1 

 
 

 

16 
1:00: CHUMS’ 
Game Day  
 
4:30: Chair 
Yoga 
6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 
 
6 pm  Grief 
Group 
 

17 
10:00:  Yoga 
 
10:30: Prayer 
Group 
 
 
 
 
 

18 

 

19 
 
9:30:  Sunday 
School 
10:30: Worship 
 
 

20 

 

 

 

 

11:00: level 1 
yoga 

6:00 Quilting 
Class 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00: Girl Scouts 

22 
 
11:00: Yoga Lev-
el 1 
 

3:00-4:30: FIX  

 

6: 00 Youth  

 

 

23 
 

1:00: CHUMS’ 
Game Day  
 
4:30: Chair 
Yoga 
 
6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 
 

24 
10:00:  Yoga 
10:30: Prayer 
Group 
 
 
 
 

25 
 

26 
9:30:  Sunday 
School 
 
10:30: Worship 
 
 

27 
11:00: level 1 
yoga 

 

 

6:00 Quilting 
Class 

28 
 

 

 
 
 
6:00: Girl Scouts 

29 
 

11:00: Yoga Lev-
el 1 
 

3:00-6:00: FIX 
till SIX 

6: 00 Youth  

 

30 
 

1:00: CHUMS’ 
Game Day  
 
4:30: Chair 
Yoga 
 
6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 
 

May 1 
 

10:00:  Yoga 
10:30: Prayer 
Group 

May 2 
 

S c h o o l  C l o s e d ,  
A S A C  O p e n  

Young Christian’s  

Weekend, Branson 



 First United Methodist Church 

1007 S. Osage 

P.O. Box 910 

Skiatook, OK  74070 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 PLEASE RECYCLE! 

Transitions 

Dear Church Family, 

By now, I am assuming that the majority of you have 

either received the email that was sent out, or received 

a hard copy letter that was mailed to your home.   As 

you’ve no doubt heard by now, I have been appointed 

by the Oklahoma Annual Conference to serve Trinity 

United Methodist Church in Purcell OK.  My last Sun-

day in Skiatook will be June 14, and I will be in Pur-

cell by June 28 to preach my first Sunday there.  I will 

be following their pastor who has been appointed as 

one of the new District Superintendents. 

 

Mark will be stepping down from his position in Col-

linsville at Meadowcreek UMC effective May 1.  He 

will begin a Medical Leave of Absence to deal with 

some health problems resulting from his open heart 

surgery last summer, the two strokes, and the angio-

gram in February. He will also be seeking a second 

opinion, and dealing 

with all new health 

care providers and 

hospitals.  We are 

not sure of his path 

after that.  He may 

possibly seek a part-

time position in min-

istry, or depending on health, early medical retirement 

or a medical disability.   

 

This move to Purcell puts our family within 20-25 

minutes of our Norman children and grandchildren, 

and about 40-min to an hour of the other 2 children in 

OKC and Deer Creek areas.  This was truly the decid-

ing factor in accepting the appointment.  I will have a 

much more comprehensive good-bye later, but in the 

meantime, thank you to Skiatook FUMC for the way 

you have accepted and loved me.  I will miss you all. 

 


