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transformation of the world!

April 2019

Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the

Easter in Skiatook

“Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here; he has risen!” Luke 24:5-6 (NIV)
Spring is here! Officially on the calendar as well as in the weather and in signs of nature, the cold and dormancy
of winter has given way to new life. Trees have begun to show new growth, spring bulbs are in bloom, grass is
slowly greening, and the allergies and pollen are rampant! But Spring is a wonderful reminder that God created
the world, and the seasons remind us that nothing lasts forever. Eventually, things change. No one season lasts
forever, neither in nature, nor in our lives.
Our Lenten series has been about Wilderness times. Wilderness is both a real place, and a metaphorical place. It
is an in-between place in our lives—a place between what once was and can never be again; and a time of what
will be—but not yet. We are often propelled into the wilderness by a precipitating event, marked by change,
chaos, illness, heartbreak, or a myriad of other situations. But it doesn’t last forever. The wilderness always
ends. And we are not alone in the wilderness. Because Easter comes. Resurrection happens in one way or another.
This year, we will have our usual Holy Week activities. We focus on the suffering and the sacrifice of Christ
during this time, and then we celebrate Eater—the Resurrection! And Easter is more meaningful, because we
get just a glimpse of the suffering of Jesus during that time. All too often, we see so many Christians completely skip the journey through the wilderness and go straight to Easter.
But we are an Easter people! We are a people who have been present under the shadow of the cross, but are
called to live as people of the Resurrection. We are to turn towards the joy of Resurrection, and fully embrace
the hope that is given to us through the miracle of that Easter Sunday morning. Yet too often, we Christians live
as if Jesus is still on the cross. The image of Christ on the cross—the crucifix—is an important and meaningful
image, as we understand that Christ suffered and is with us in our suffering. But the image of the empty cross—
that is the hope that Easter represents. The knowledge that the worst thing is never the last thing. (Frederick
Buechner). The empty cross reminds that Jesus conquered death, and that because of that, we have life in Him.
The wilderness will end for us too one day.
Are you living as an Easter person? Does the Resurrection of Christ impact your life in a real and meaningful
way? Are you living into the joy, the beauty, the love, and the connections in life? Are you working towards
reconciliation with those who need a word of grace from you? Is your heart more open towards others? Even
those who are different from you?
On that Easter morning when the women discovered the empty tomb, there was disbelief, fear, confusion, and
then finally unspeakable joy. All of the events of that terrible Friday were put aside as the women and the other
disciples reveled in the fact that Jesus was alive. They were changed forever, and the establishment of this
movement of Jesus followers was begun, in the undeniable reality the Jesus was alive. What was the first thing
they did? They told others. They told others that Jesus was alive, and shared the good news. They were no
longer people living under the shadow of the cross, but people living within the hope of Resurrection, shaped by
the events of the cross.. Join us this month both for Holy Week activities, and for Easter Sunday as we celebrate
the Resurrection.
Easter Blessings
Pastor Susan

QUESTIONS? TEXT MEG: (918) 906 -0414

Misc. Happenings
Servant Spotlight
Thanks to:


Jerry Dollar for repairing the kitchen window
that was broken by
thieves.



Dale Cooley for repairing Meg’s office door after the break-in



Judy Supernaw, Julie Guy, Craig and
Lisa Riggs, Johnathan and Megen
Beene for being Sunday greeters



Ka’Lu Underwood for changing the
church sign in March



Tom Weathers & Tom Hobza for
mowing, weed-eating, and cleaning
the grounds
 Keifer Jones for researching security options
 Mika Shelton & Terry Cohea for bringing
food for youth
 Buster Easkey, for
putting temporary patches on the
parking lot to tide us over. It’s so
much better!

Gifts are given…







In Memory of Chris Hobza by
Mary Overlease
To the parking Lot Fund by
Vernon Lester, Adam & Mika
Shelton, Terry & Kelli Wilkerson, and Doug & Sharon Langenberg
ASAC fund to replace
items in break-in: Brett
& Kim Creekmore,
Kelli & Terry Wilkerson, Ken & Julee
March, and Meadowcreek Collinsville UMC Brothers & Sisters
Bill Harrington, John & Georgia
Gibson and Terry & Diane Williams
To the LAF Building Debt Relief
by Glenn & Mary Nelson and
Peck & Glendell Brown

If you’d like to order an Easter lily
in honor or
memory of someone, there are envelopes available. They are $10
each. Please print names on the
envelope, and they will be published in the Easter bulletin. Lilies
may be taken home on Easter.

Security Measures

Parking Lot/Finance Updates

After three break-ins in both buildings
over a three week period, the Leadership
Team voted and approved security
measures to be installed in both buildings. We are now armed and monitored
by a professional security company. This
means that when staff is not on site, the
last person to leave
will need to ensure
that the building is
armed, and no one
is able to come and
go freely with just a
key.
Since we have had
several donations for cameras to be installed, securing and installing cameras
will be our next step. Over the next couple weeks, we will also have keypads installed outside specific doors. We will
continue to keep you abreast as changes
are made. If you have any questions at
all, please don’t hesitate to call the office.

Thank you so
much to all
who have contributed to the
parking lot
fund. We
started with
two gifts from last year totaling $6000,
and have raised an additional $9100.00
in just February and March. We think
that is amazing! This brings our total
to approximately $15,100 so far in two
months! We are confident the rest of
the money will be there.

Congratulations!
Congratulations to Jackie Hull, who
welcomed her newest granddaughter last month. Norah Joy Hull
made her appearance on March
1st. She weighed
7lbs, 12 ounces.
Mom and baby
are healthy and
adjusting well to
life at home.
Welcome, New Members!
We wish a hearty welcome to our
newest families! Colten Lewis
joined by transfer from Owasso
FUMC. Colten began attending
since last year, and immediately got involved with the
Young and the Restless Sunday school class and the
United Methodist Men.
On the same Sunday, we also welcomed the Burris
family into our membership by transfer from St.
James UMC. John and Meg, along with daughter Charlotte have been attending since Meg was hired as
youth director in September. John and Charlotte graciously assist in various activities around the church,
especially youth activities.
Welcome to you all! We are glad you are here!

We are hoping to begin the work in
May after school is out. The recent
heavy rainy spring season has pushed
our contractor’s other projects back.
He has assured us we are on his schedule, and work will begin as soon as he
can.
We started out the year financially
strong. Giving has remained steady,
though missing the first Sunday in
March due to the ice and snow did put
a dent in the figures for March. That
does put us behind somewhat in giving towards the budget, but we are
confident that it will eventually be
made up. Thank you so much to everyone who so faithfully contributes
each week or each month towards
our ministry here. We serve a God
of abundance and believe that God’s
people will provide. We choose abundance over scarcity!
Condolences...
Our love and condolences to Ms. Verna
Brown and family on the loss of her
sister, Fern Traver. Losing a sibling is
difficult, but we are glad that they had
many years together, and pray the good
memories will help comfort them.
Our love and condolences to Carolyn
Brooks, who laid her father to rest this
month. Mr. Henry Carl Frank Albrecht
served in WWII and will be greatly
missed. We will be in continued prayer
for both families.

Sun

Mon
1
11:00 Level 1
Yoga

Tue
2

9:30: Sunday
School
10:30: Worship

8

11:00: level 1
yoga

6:00: Quilting
Youth in Bran- Class
son—no Confirmation

14

9:30: Sunday
School
10:30: Worship

4:00-7:00: Kids’
Night Out

15

11:00: level 1
yoga

3

7:00 Community Sunrise Service at Central
Park
9:30: Brunch
10:30: Worship

10

11

12

10:00: UMW

11:00: Yoga Level 1
3-6 pm FIX till 6
5:30: Handbell
Practice
6-8: Youth
6:30: UMM

1:00: CHUMS’ 10:00: Yoga
Game Day
10:30: Prayer
4:30Chair Yoga Group
6:00: Level 2
Yoga

16
10:00: UMW

17

28

9:30: Sunday
School
10:30: Worship
6:00-8:00: Confirmation Class

23

School Closed: No
ASAC

29

11:00: level 1
yoga

6:00 Quilting
Class

24

6:00: Girl Scouts

Sat
6

5 pm Youth leave
From church
Youth: Young Christian’s Weekend

19

13

20

School Closed: No
ASAC

10:00: Yoga
10:30: Prayer
Group

6:30 Maundy
Thursday Meal 7:00: Good Friday
LAF Building Worship

25

11:00: Yoga Lev- 1:00: CHUMS’
el 1
Game Day
3:00-4:30 FIX

30

18

11:00: Yoga Level 1
1:00: CHUMS’
3-4:30
Game Day
5:30: Handbell
4:30: Chair
Practice
Yoga
6:00-8:00
Youth

11:00: level 1
yoga
6:00 Quilting
Class

4
5
1:00: CHUMS’

9

6:00 pm: Quilting
Class
6:00: Girl Scouts

22

Fri
10:00: Yoga
10:30: Prayer
Group

6:00-8:00: Confirmation Class

21

Thu

11:00: Yoga Lev- Game Day
el 1
4:30: Chair
3-4:30: FIX
Yoga
5:30: Handbell
6:00: Level 2
Practice
Yoga
6:00-8:00: Youth

6:00 pm: Quilting
6:00: Girl Scouts
Class

7

Wed

6-8 pm Youth

4:30: Chair
Yoga
6:00: Level 2
Yoga

27

28

26
School Closed: No
ASAC

27

10:00: Yoga
10:30: Prayer
Group

29

11:00: Yoga Lev- 1:00: CHUMS’ 10:00: Yoga
Game Day
el 1
10:30: Prayer
Group
3:00-4:30 FIX
4:30: Chair
Yoga
6:00: Level 2
6-8 pm Youth
Yoga

30
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1007 S. Osage
P.O. Box 910
Skiatook, OK 74070

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Holy Week is always a special time in the life of the
Skiatook church. It is a special time of reflection,
prayer, and worship leading up to the joy of Easter
Sunday. We believe that the joy of Easter is richer
for having faced the pain of the journey of Holy
Week. Lent began with Ash Wednesday on March 6.
We hope you will continue this Lenten journey with
us. Nursery will be available for services.
Sunday, April 14: Palm Sunday—The whole church
will enter with the traditional waving of the Palm
branches. We will gather outside (weather permitting)
and process in. Those who need to be seated immediately may come on into the sanctuary.
Thursday, April 18: We will celebrate Maundy
Thursday as we remember that final supper Jesus has
with the disciples. There will be readings and prayers,
and will end with the sharing of Holy Communion.
Please join us for a special evening. We will be sharing a “Lord’s Supper” meal (snack supper) in the LAF

PLEASE RECYCLE!

building, recapturing the mood of that special evening. There will be an opportunity to participate in a
foot washing service for those who wish, just as Jesus
washed the feet of the disciples before the supper. A
suggested donation of $3 for adults helps offset food
costs.
Friday, April 19: We will have a Good Friday service of Tenebrae (service of light to darkness) at 7:00
pm in the Sanctuary. This sobering service reminds
us of the loving sacrifice of Jesus.
Easter Sunday, April 20:
9:30: We will have a pot luck Easter Brunch in the
LAF Building, There will be special children’s activities tables set up, and they will get treat bags. An
Easter photo backdrop will be available as well, and
pictures can be taken with the Easter Bunny.
10:30: We will have a service of darkness to light,
picking up where we left off on Good Friday, and experiencing the joy of Easter morning. We will also
have our children process in with the lilies to decorate
the church, and celebrate with communion!
Holy Week is a powerful time in the life of the church
as it leads up to the joy of Easer. Don’t miss it!

