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transformation of the world!

April 2017

Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the

Visioning and Discipleship in Skiatook
This is what the Lord says “In the time of my favor I will answer you, and in the day of salvation I
will help you; I will keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the people...to say to the
captives, ‘Come out,’ and to those in darkness, ‘Be free!” (Isaiah 49:8-9) NIV
It’s hard to believe that I have been the pastor of this amazing church for almost four and a half years! We are not
the same church we were four and half years ago. We are certainly not the same church we were even 10 years
ago. People have come and gone over the years, and certainly our community of Skiatook has seen its share of
changes as well. Our mission statement though, has remained the same. Our mission statement (as far as I can
find) is “Making disciples of Jesus Christ by proclaiming the good news of God”. This is very similar to the official statement of the United Methodist Church, which is “Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation
of the World.” We have seen exciting growth here in church recently, and our community has grown and changed
as well. I believe that calls for a deep and honest look at who we are, where we are, who we want to be, and
where we want to go.
I have been in conversation with Rev. Carlos Ramirez,, Rev. Derrek Belase, and Rev. Craig Stinson of the Oklahoma Annual Conference. They are part of the Discipleship Ministries Team, and are extensively involved in revitalizing and strengthening churches. On Saturday, April 29, from 10 am-3 pm, we will have an initial visioning
meeting with Rev. Carlos Ramirez. We are going to begin an extensive process of visioning and discipleship
planning. I believe our church is poised for incredible opportunities and even more growth, but it will require an
honest look at what some of the next steps may be, and what we are already doing that is effective (and maybe
even those things that are ineffective.) We will take a deep look at how we are living out our mission statement.
We will be looking extensively at demographic information found on a tool called Mission Insight. It has valuable information about who our community is made up of, where the people live, where our members live, who we
are reaching, where the children are, information about our schools, and so much more. Each person attending
will also asked to read a paperback book titled The Discipleship Journey: Transforming the W orld. I am asking
all of leaders (as many as possible) to commit to attending this day of visioning. It is also open to anyone else
who wishes to attend. Whether you have been here 20 years, or 2 months, you are welcome to be a part of this.
Lunch will be provided that day.
This will be the initial meeting. Out of this day, April 29, I hope to get a smaller group of 6-10 who are committed to seeing this through over a period of months. The Conference Office is offering this service to us for no
charge—and Rev. Ramirez and Rev. Belase will be guiding us through the entire process.
There will be a sign-up sheet on the information table, and I am going to place an initial order of 25 books. Please
consider being a part of this, even if it is just for the initial session. I truly believe our church is on the threshold
of something truly exciting, and this will help guide our next steps as we begin to plan to determine our future.
We are, after all, called to make disciples, transform the world, and bring the light of Christ into a very dark
world.

Looking to the Future,

Pastor Susan

April Children’s News
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of
Heaven belongs to such as these.” Matthew 19:14

News in Children’s
Ministry!!!

The rest of the group will
close together in the LAF
building, returning to the
sanctuary when communion is served and other
momentous events such as
baptisms, confirmation,
and

welcoming new members.
On most Sundays we will
Starting March 5th, the
first Sunday of Lent, Chil- end our worship time in
dren’s Church will be more the LAF building when parents pick up their children
like church.
after their worship service
The children will start the
in the sanctuary.
worship experience in the
sanctuary. After Children’s The first lesson (sermon
moment, we will move to series) we will address will
the LAF building. We will be The Lords Prayer. We
will break the prayer down
have a room set up for
worship that is geared to- into 6 lessons, one for
ward the children 4 years each week of Lent. We
will learn it through prayold through 4th grade.
er, memorization, crafts
The acolytes will continue
and games. Please help us
to open and close worship
to encourage your child in
in the sanctuary.
memorizing the prayer.

April 9th the children will carry in the palm
branches for the 10:30 worship service. All of
the children will gather in the classroom outside of the sanctuary at 10:20 to prepare for
the procession.

EASTER EGG HUNT
We will have an Easter Egg Hunt after the second service on
Easter morning. We need donations of wrapped candy
that will fit in to plastic eggs.
There is a tub near the
information table for these
donations.

Easter Choir
Please contact me for information on the
Children’s Easter Choir!
We will be singing “He Lives” in front of the
church along with the congregation!

KIDS NIGHT OUT
4/09, 5:00—8:00, LAF bldg.
We will celebrate with
FOOD, FELLOWSHIP & FUN!!!

RSVP Miria ~ 405-850-2253

Misc. Happenings
Servant Spotlight








Thanks to:
 James Prather, for volunteering each
week to lead a
small group of
Fix.
Mark and Patti McKinney,
for volunteering many
Wednesdays with the
youth.
Jennifer Brooks, for teaching youth Sunday school
Beverly Dollar, for leading
the special Lenten choir
these past few weeks.
Francis Hayes, Jennifer
Brooks, Reach out class,
Joan Dalvine, Judy Supernaw, Christine Supernaw,
Terri Cohen, Megan Beene,
and Patti McKinney, for
supplying snacks for FIX
and Youth

Gifts are given...
*To the Building Fund,
by Vernon and Barbara
Fuller
*to the Building Fund,
by Kurt and Kerri Jabben
*to the Building Fund, by Peck and
Glendell Brown
*to the Building Fund, by the Snyder
Family

Red Cross Blood Drive
April 6th
12:30—6:30pm
Church bldg., Rm. 103

April 9 “In-Gathering /Joining Sunday”
On Sunday, April 9, we will have a special time for folks wanting to
join the church. Of course, one can join on any Sunday after visiting
with Pastor Susan, but often folks are reticent to stand up in front of
the church alone. If you are interested in joining on April 9 (or another
Sunday), please visit with Pastor Susan. You can have your membership transferred from another church, or make a profession of faith in
Jesus. Contact the office or Pastor Susan, if you haven’t already.
Easter Lilies
Each year, we make
Easter lilies available
for purchase. We ask
you to buy these “In
Honor of” or “In Memory
of” a loved one. They are brought out
on Palm Sunday, and used to decorate the sanctuary through Easter
Sunday. If you would like to purchase
and help decorate the sanctuary,
please place payment of $10 and
your dedication in the offering plate.

Easter Sunday Brunch
Please join us
for a special
Easter Sunday
potluck brunch
during the Sunday School
hour on Sunday, April 16.
We will not
have regular
Sunday School
that morning.
Bring your favorite pot luck dish, or even swing by
the store and grab some donuts. We
will have a time of food and fellowship in the LAF building on Easter
Sunday. There will be an Easter egg
hunt for the kids following the second service. (Not during brunch—
this is new!) Hope to see you there.
Birthday Celebration!

Appointments are great,
but walk-ins are welcome!

Please join the family of Dixie Huffman
on April 9 at 2 pm to celebrate her birthday. It will be at Brookdale Assisted Living Center in Owasso. Pastor Susan will
drive the van for any CHUMS who wish
to go. She would love to see you!

Maundy
Thursday
Worship
Please join
us on
April 13th
at 6:30 pm for Maundy Thursday
worship. We will gather in the
LAF building for a time together.
The LAF will be decorated to
reflect an “upper room” atmosphere where Jesus gathered with
his disciples. We will gather at
tables, and have a very light
“snack supper” with foods reminiscent of that evening. We are
asking for a small $3.00 donation
for adults—no charge for kids.
The choir will sing, we will worship, and then end with communion, as we remember the New
Commandment to love one another, as directed to us in John
15. There will be a sign up sheet
on the church information table.
Please sign up, with the number
joining you, so that we may have
an idea of how much food and
how many tables to set up.
Do You Have a 2017 Graduate?

We would love to celebrate our
graduating seniors on May 14th. If
you have a senior who has a graduation date anytime from December
2016 through June 2017, we would
love to share their success! Please
send approximately 20 of your
favorite photos that showcase your
graduate, their family and friends,
and things they enjoy doing, to be
included in a slide show. Photos
can be dropped off or emailed to
the office through the end of April.

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
10:00: Yoga
11:00 Prayer
group
11:30: Stretching

Sat

1

Youth in Branson—Young
Christians Weekend

2

8:30 Worship
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Worship

3

4

11 am: level 1
5:30: Weight
yoga
12:30: Stretching Watchers
7:00 Boy Scouts
6:00: Sewing
Class

No Confirmation

9
8:30 Worship
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Worship
11:45: Trustees
2 pm: Dixie
Huffman party
5:00: Kids’
Night Out
6:00 Confirmation

16

Easter
Sunday
8:30: Darkness
to Light Worship
9:30: Brunch
10:30 Resurrection Worship
11:45am: Easter
Egg Hunt

23/30
8:30 Worship
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30: Worship
6-8:00: Confirmation

6:00: Sewing

10

11

10:00: UMW
5:30: Weight
11 am: level 1
Watchers
yoga
6:00: UMM
12:30: Stretching 7:00 Boy Scouts
6:00: Sewing
Class

17

Church Office
Closed

18

5

11 am: level 1
yoga
12:30: Stretching
3:00-4:30: FIX
till SIX
5:30: Bell Practice
6:00: Choir
Practice

12

612:30: Red

7

8

13

14

15

Cross Blood
Drive
10:00: Yoga
4:30Chair Yoga
11:00 Prayer
6pm Level 2
Yoga
group
7 pm Bible
11:30: Stretching
Study
1:00 CHUMS
Game Day

11am: level 1
yoga
1:00: CHUMS
12:30: Stretching Game Day

6:00: Choir
Practice

19

6:30: Maundy
Thursday
Snack Supper
& Worship

20

5:30: Weight
Watchers
11 am: level 1
7 pm:
yoga
12:30: Stretching Boy Scouts
6:00: Sewing
Class

1:00 CHUMS
Game Day
11 am: level 1
yoga
4:30Chair Yoga
12:30: Stretching 6 pm: Level 2
yoga
3:00-6:00: FIX
7 pm: Bible
till Six
Study
6:00: Youth

24

26

25

11 am: level 1
5:30: Weight
yoga
Watchers
12:30: Stretching 7:00 Boy Scouts
6:00: Sewing
Class

11 am: Level 1
yoga
12:30: Stretching
3:00-4:30: FIX
6:00: Youth

10:00: Yoga
11:00 Prayer
Group
11:30: Stretching

6:30: Good Friday Worship

21

22

10:00: Yoga
11:00 Prayer
Group
11:30: Stretching

27

28

1:00 CHUMS
Game Day
4:30Chair Yoga
6 pm: Level 2
yoga
7 pm: Bible
Study

10:00: Yoga
10am-3pm:
11:00 Prayer
Group
Day of Vision11:30: Stretching
5:00Confirmation ing
to Temple Israel

29
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

RECYCLE PLEASE

sharing a “Lord’s Supper” meal (snack supper) in the
LAF building, recapturing the mood of that special
evening.
Friday, April 14: We will have a Good Fr iday
service of Tenebrae (service of light to darkness) service at 6:30 pm in the Sanctuary. This sobering service reminds us of the loving sacrifice of Jesus.
Easter Sunday, April 16: Our 8:30 ser vice will
be our service of Darkness-to-Light as we experiHoly Week is always a special time in the life of the ence the unexpected joy of the Resurrection. Join us
Skiatook church. Holy Week is a special time of
for a truly unique experience!
reflection, prayer, and worship leading up to the joy
of Easter Sunday. We believe that the joy of Easter 9:30: We will have Easter Brunch in the LAF Buildis richer for having faced the pain of the journey of ing, with an Easter Egg hunt for the children immediately after the 2nd service.
Holy Week. Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on
March 1. We hope you will begin this Lenten jour- 10:30: Join us for a traditional Easter celebration
ney with us.
with music, flowers and a message of Resurrection!
We will also have our children process in with the
Sunday, April 9: Palm Sunday—We will enter
lilies to decorate the church.
with the traditional waving of the Palm branches.
Holy Week is a powerful time in the life of the
Thursday, April 13:: We will celebr ate Maundy
Thursday as we remember that final supper Jesus has church as it leads up to the joy of Easer. Don’t miss
it!
with the disciples. There will be readings and prayers, and will end with the sharing of Holy Communion. Please join us for a special evening. We will be

