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Resurrection in Skiatook
“But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled away.
As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side,
and they were alarmed. “Don’t be alarmed” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene,
who was crucified. He has risen. He is not here.” Mark 16: 4-6 (NIV)
The Gospel of Mark gives us the briefest account of the Resurrection of Jesus. In this account, the women do not actually even see Jesus, as they do in some of the other Gospel stories. They take the word of the
“young man in white” that Jesus is alive. Mark 16:8 tells us the women actually fled, and they were confused
and afraid. They are not sure what is going. The Markan account of the Resurrection story has Jesus appearing
later to the disciples in the upper room, and to the two on the Road to Emmaus, though they are much abbreviated accounts. The writer of Mark actually leaves the story as a bit unsettled, and a bit confusing.
Imagine how the disciples, and Jesus’ other followers must have felt in those hours between his death and
that morning on the third day. They had no way of knowing what would happen. They had no understanding of
what might happen after his death. As far as they knew, their Lord was dead. Think of the feelings of desolation
and abandonment, of confusion and even fear they must have known. Imagine the despair they must have experienced at the loss of hope they surely felt when Jesus was crucified.
Two thousand years later, we have the luxury of knowing what happened that Easter morning, when they
find the tomb empty. But those original disciples did not. This is what makes the story even more remarkable.
The unexpectedness of Jesus being alive! The unabashed joy that surely made this day memorable. Their faith
was surely tested those days between Jesus’ death and his Resurrection. Yet they emerge through this time of
“wilderness” to a morning of reward when their Lord is declared to be alive. What a miracle they have been a
part of!
I wonder if, as modern people who are conditioned to avoid suffering whenever possible, we sometimes
gloss over the Passion Week, and skip right on over to Easter? Does the re-telling of Jesus’ betrayal and death
make us uncomfortable? Does the fear and the hopelessness the disciples must have felt make us squirm? Do we
tell ourselves the Passion story is too graphic and violent to really think about, much less tell our children? Yet,
by skipping over the suffering and death of Jesus, by downplaying the despair of the disciples, by denying ourselves any part in Christ’s suffering, perhaps we don’t fully understand the joy of Resurrection! How difficult is
it to appreciate the miracle of the Resurrection, when we have diminished the suffering of Jesus?
I invite you to read the Passion story, the story of Jesus’ humiliation and death, and find your place in it. I
invite you to participate in our Maundy Thursday service, and/or our Good Friday service, to observe and remember the darkness that preceded the Light of Easter morn. And then I invite you to share in the joy of that
first Easter morn!

Easter Blessings,
Pastor Susan

April Children’s News
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of
Heaven belongs to such as these.” Matthew 19:14
Mark Your Calendar for
these Upcoming
Events:
April 6:
New Sunday School kick-off
April 6: Lenten Wor kshop,
11:45 after worship
April 13: Palm Sunday
April 20: Easter Sunday
(brunch and Easter Egg hunt
during Sunday School hour)

New Sunday School Kickoff Beginning!
Linda Tucker, Joanna Darrow and the Children’s Council have
been working for several months trying to re-vamp and revitalize our children’s Sunday School experience. It has been
decided that our new program will follow a VBS-like format. In
fact, we will be using VBS curriculum from several years ago
(2006 to be exact). Sunday School will include the videos, music, (songs and dances), and rotation type lessons done in each
day’s VBS. Each Sunday will be a different day of the VBS curriculum. We are
starting with Adventure of the Treas-

ure Seekers: Exploring God’s
Promises. It promises to be a high energy, high impact fun learning time for
all ages. It will take approximately 6
weeks to go through the curriculum.

Lenten Workshop!
Sunday, April 6, Children’s
Council will sponsor our annual Lenten Workshop immediately after the
second
worship
service.
Lunch
will be
provided.
The
theme is “The Easter Garden”, where the children will
move through interactive
stations learning about the
symbols of Lent.

Children’s Church will follow along
the same theme! Each week, the
Children’s Church leader will use the rotation from the particular
“Day” of the VBS curriculum during our second service. The
children will get two different, yet similar thematically taught
lessons in the same day, tying together the Biblical concepts.

Q: WHAT DO WE NEED FROM YOU?
A: YOUR CHILDREN!
We are asking each family with children to commit to bringing
your children to Sunday School as often as you can, realizing
there will be conflicts from time to time. We can’t have a children’s program without YOUR kids! Our kids deserve the gift of
Biblical instruction each week.
Thanks to Joanna Darrow, Traci Rosser, and Mona &
John Keeline for volunteering to lead this new Sunday
School adventure! We still have slots for Children’s
Church!

THANKS!

Sun

Mon

Tue

1

Wed

2 noon:
level 1 3
yoga

3:00 FIX
5:15 Handbells
6:00 Choir
Watchers
6:30 Divergent
Book Club
7:00 Boy Scouts 6:30: CHUMS to
nursing home

5:30: Weight

6
8:30 Worship
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Worship
11:45 Lenten
workshop—kids
5:30: Youth-Duct
Tape Night

13
8:30 Worship
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Worship
11:45 Trustees
5:30: YouthPassover Meal

20

8:30 Worship
9:30: Easter
Brunch/egg hunt
10:30 Worship

EASTER
SUNDAY

27
8:30 Worship
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Worship
5:30: Youth

7

8

15

16

noon: level 1
yoga
Noon: level 1
5
:30: Weight
3:00 FIX
yoga
Watchers
5:15 Handbells
6:30 Cub Scouts 7:00 Boy Scouts 6:00 Choir
6:30 Youth
Munch Bunch

21

22

23

noon: level 1
yoga
Noon: level 1
5:30: Weight
3:00 FIX
yoga
Watchers
5:15 Handbells
6:30 Cub Scouts 7:00 Boy Scouts 6:30 Youth
Munch Bunch
6:30 Chums to
Nursing Home

28

29

10:00 Prayer
1:00 CHUMS
4:30Chair Yoga
6:pmLevel 2 Yoga
7pm Bible Study

Fri

4

1:00 CHUMS
2:00 Red Cross
Blood Drive
4:30Chair Yoga
6:pmLevel 2 Yoga
7pm Bible Study

17

10:00 Prayer
1:00 CHUMS
4:30Chair Yoga

Sat

5

Noon: CHUMS
potluck lunch
Women’s Walk to Emmaus
April 3-6 @ Asbury UMC

9
noon: level 1 1010:00 Pray11
yoga
er

3:00 FIX
Noon: level 1
5
:30: Weight
5:15 Handbells
yoga
Watchers
6:00 Choir
6:30 Cub Scouts 7:00 Boy Scouts 6:30 Youth
Munch Bunch
6:30: CHUMS to
nursing home

14

Thu

12

District Leadership Council
Overnight LockIn & Day of Service

18

19

8:30: CHUMS
breakfast in
Sperry

7:00 Maundy
7:00 Good Friday
Thursday service service

24

25

26

10:00 Prayer
4:30-7:30UMM
1:00 CHUMS
4:30Chair Yoga Whole Hog Din6:pm Level 2
Yoga
ner
7pm Bible Study

30

noon: level 1
yoga
Noon: level 1
5
:30: Weight
3:00 FIX
yoga
Watchers
5:15 Handbells
6:30 Cub Scouts 7:00 Boy Scouts 6:30 Youth
Munch Bunch

**Senior Sunday is May 18th. Please begin turning in pictures of your
graduating senior *now*!! We want to honor them in the slide show.

Misc. Happenings
April 10

17th ANNUAL WHOLE
HOG DINNER

Whole Hog, Ham,
Smoked Brisket, Sausage, Bologna, Baked
Beans, Cole Slaw,
Potato Salad, Bread,
Dessert, Iced Tea &
Coffee
Friday, April 25th,
4:30 to 7:30 pm

Tickets at the door:
Adults (incl. Sr. Citizens) $12, 4-12yrs old $6.00, At the Door &
“To Go Plate” - $13
1007 S. Osage,
Skiatook Oklahoma
(Proceeds benefit Skiatook
United Methodist Men’s Missions)

Advanced Tickets available at: Allred Hardware, Nobles Market,
the Church, or a UMM.
For more info call:
Chuck 918-396-2315,

Burl 918-396-2827, Tom
918-396-3969, Vern 918
-396-9368.

The American Red
Cross will
be having a
blood Drive
in the Laf Building from 2-6
p.m. Come on out and give
this life-saving gift!

Recent Gifts Received:
From Patric & Sharon Hughes:
to the Building Fund, in memory
of Alfred & Virginia Fisk, and
Karl and Patty Hughes

Holy Week at FUMC Skiatook
Holy Week is indeed a special time here at church. The Resurrection is even
more meaningful when the suffering and the death of our Savior are taken into
account. Each service will be different, yet meaningful, focusing on a particular
aspect of The Passion. We hope that you plan to participate!
MAUNDY THURSDAY: (April 17) 7:00 A special ser vice of r emembr ance
and communion, as we remember the final meal and hours of Jesus.
GOOD FRIDAY: (April 18) 7:00 An evening of music, dr ama, and then
eventual darkness as we remember and contemplate the death of Christ on the
cross.
EASTER SUNDAY: (April 20) 8:30 A dr amatic ser vice of dar kness to light.
Experience what it must have been like for those at the tomb!
EASTER SUNDAY: 10:30 A tr aditional Easter ser vice with music, handbells, and celebration! Invite your friends and family to experience it too!
Time to Order Easter Lilies
Each year, we offer the opportunity to order Easter lilies in memory
of, or in honor of a loved one. The
lilies are brought into the sanctuary on Easter morning, reminding
us of new life through the Resurrection of Christ. Order forms
will be available beginning Sunday,
March 30.
Please fill out and
drop in the offering, or by the office. Lilies are $10
each.

Servant Spotlight:
Thanks to:
**Dick Allen for the recent
landscaping and planting done
around the church.
**Dale Cooley for repairs made
in the LAF building.
**Linda Tucker and Pastor Susan for cleaning out the Children’s Supply Closet in the LAF
building.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Easter will be here before you know it! The Children’s
Council would love any donation you might be able to
make to help us have a successful Easter egg hunt.
On Easter Sunday, we will
start brunch at 9:30, to be
followed by an Easter egg
hunt. We will finish up in
time for the 10:30 worship,
as we celebrate Christ’s
resurrection. Prepare to bring your children, grandchildren, and we encourage you to invite your neighbors to join us in fellowship &worship!

New Adult Sunday School Class Forming!
Pastor Susan Whitley will be co-teaching a new adult
class with one of our newest members, Michael Rowland. The class will be a discussion oriented class,
with all welcome to give input. We will cover relevant
topics to today’s world, but want to focus on fellowship, and on creating a deep, meaningful discipleship
in our families and our lives. The class may entail
some topical studies, as well as short-term studies.
We will begin the class with “stand alone” lessons,
and use Rob Bell’s Nooma videos. Each video is only
a few minutes long, and deals with a particular aspect
of our lives (sorrow, joy, busy-ness, doubt, etc.) The
video will be followed with discussion and sharing.
All ages are welcome, but if you are not currently attending a class or other study, and especially if you
are planning on bringing your children to our new
Sunday School, then we have something for you as
well! Class begins April 6! Invite your friends to join
us! Get plugged in!

