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We are proud of our anniversary logo, designed by St. Peter’s member Lou
Costa. Our motto should be a spark to future generations - “One Voice, One
Mission!”

It was early in the year 1916 when the Rev. William H. Steinbicker, field
missionary was asked to organize a Lutheran Sunday School in Baldwin.
Baldwin at that time was a thriving community with a history of over two
hundred years.
The First Church (Methodist Episcopal) had long since raised its spire on
the north side of Merrick Road, a beacon to fishermen and a point of
inspiration to the entire community. Calvary Church (then the Methodist
Protestant) served the harbor residents and St. Christopher’s Roman Catholic
Church was just getting established on Merrick Road.
Under Pastor Steinbicker’s guidance, a Sunday school was organized.
Permission was secured to use the old wooden firehouse on Grand Avenue.
The first date of record was March 25, 1916.
A Ladies’ Parish Aid Society was formed. The women sold clam chowder
and homemade cakes to raise funds.
A dinner party was held in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Bader,
parents of Helen Richter, which led to a petition to form a parish in Baldwin
and the Mission Committee of the Eastern Conference of the New York and
New England Synod reported at the 1916 convention, St. Peter’s, Baldwin,
L.I. was organized April of that year. Services were held by the field
missionary on alternate Sunday evenings. The average attendance was 21
and the Sunday school with a membership of 26 had an average attendance
of 22.
On Wednesday, October 25, 1916, “twenty members of the Church of
Christ desiring to manifest that inner unity which we have with one another
in the common confession, defense and maintenance of our faith” united in
signing a constitution.
The first Confirmation was April 15, 1917.
On November 10, 1917, plans were made to purchase a plot of ground for
$900 and erect a chapel for another $900. The chapel was a cozy cement
block building. The plot was located at what is now the corner of Edna court
and Haig Street.

Church, 1918

The first service was held in the chapel on November 2, 1918, just before
Armistice Day.

Chapel, 1918

At the 1918 Convention of the New York and New England Synod, St.
Peter’s was received into the Synod with a membership of 34 and a Sunday
school of 41 students.
When Pastor Steinbicker was called to St. Luke’s Church in Farmingdale,
Dr. Carl Zinssmeister, Superintendent of Missions, supplied the pulpit.
In early March, 1921, seminarian Charles Goering received the call and
after supplying became the first full-time pastor of St. Peter’s. During his
pastorate, property was purchased at $5,500 and plans for a Church building
were accepted.
The first Daily Vacation Bible School in Baldwin was held at St. Peter’s.
Pastor Goering resigned in November of 1923, to accept a call in Battle
Creek, Michigan.
The Rev. Harold Fry preached his first sermon at St. Peter’s in January
1924, as a seminarian. Before he was ordained and assumed formal charge
on July 1, a contract for the new church was awarded at $28.600. Pastor
Fry’s first official act after his installation was the laying of the cornerstone.
At the formal opening of the basement of the new church in November
1924, there was standing room only.
A week of activities followed the Dedication of the new church building in
March 1925.
A parsonage was built in 1926 at the cost of $7,450.
Several organizations had been formed during these first years: Luther
League, Brotherhood of Men, Ladies Aid, Sunday School, DVB School, 2
Choirs, Young People’s Missionary Circle, and a Sunday School Orchestra.
In 1927 a play was presented by the joint efforts of all the organizations
called, “The Whole Town’s Talking”. And the whole town was talking about
St. Peter’s.
During Pastor Fry’s pastorate 247 members were added to the roll.
Pastor Fry resigned October 1, 1928, to accept the call of St. John’s Church
in Shiremanstown, Pennsylvania.

Church, 1925
The Rev. William C. Otten of St. Paul’s Church, Coney Island, was called
to St. Peter’s to begin his ministry with the watch-night service, December
31, 1928. Pastor Otten preached his farewell sermon December 30, 1934.
The Rev. John W. Schmitthenner, Ph.D., former headmaster of Hartwick
Academy began his ministry in Baldwin on February 15, 1935. The pastor
was taken seriously ill the second summer of his ministry, but recovered
sufficiently to manage the issuing of bonds to the members of the
congregation to defray the cost of restuccoing the church building. He
succumbed to his illness on September 12, 1937. His Church Council and
congregation were most loyal to him and they were deeply grieved.

Pastor Hirzel
The Rev. Stephen O. Hirzel began his ministry at St. Peter’s January 1,
1938, having been called from association with his father at Covenant
Lutheran Church, Ridgewood, NY. On June 15, 1940, Pastor Hirzel married
Ruth Derr. Ralph Whitson Seaman was the first son of the congregation to
be ordained in Syracuse, 1942. Then came Harold G. Geiss, who became a
chaplain in the Air Force. In June 1966, A. Starke Drischell was called to be
the pastor of Redeemer Lutheran Church, Buffalo, NY, and later pastor of
St. Timothy Lutheran Church, Bemus Point, NY.
The first mortgage was burned October 20, 1946, at the thirtieth
Anniversary Service.
In January 1961, the congregation approved plans for a major building
program. Land to the north was purchased. The old parsonage was torn

down to make room for our modern educational facilities consisting of seven
classrooms, a choir room, a parlor, and a church office. A new parsonage
was built at 705 Edna Court. A fellowship hall was erected and a parking lot
provided. The Building Fund almost reached its venture goal of $150,000,
and the whole complex was dedicated in a glorious service on June 7, 1964.
The total cost of the program “Venture in FAITH”, was approximately
$300,000.
Seminarian Rudolph K. David was called as Assistant Pastor in June 1966,
to help development of modern programs in the congregation. He remained
with us until October 1968, when he accepted a call from St. Andrew’s
Lutheran Church in South Ozone Park, New York.
There were three active choirs, 67 voices, in St. Peter’s at this time. The
choirs were directed by Edward O. Meyer, Organist from 1966 to1971.
Basketball remained the main inter-church competition for the youth, with
bowling and softball leagues for adults. Boy scouts have a long history at
St. Peter’s.
St. Peter’s celebrated its 50th anniversary with a magnificent Dinner-dance
at Carl Hoppl’s Restaurant in Baldwin on October 21, 1966. Some 300
members, friends, and distinguished guests filled the main dining room to
overflowing.
At this time the congregation listed 653 active confirmed members, a
Sunday school enrollment of 362, and a budget of $65,456.
In 1970-71 the Rev. William A. Coleman assisted our congregation while at
the time serving on the staff of the Smith Haven Ministries. His youthful
enthusiasm awakened a new zeal in our congregation.
The congregation celebrated the 35th anniversary of Pastor Hirzel’s call to
St. Peter’s with a gala celebration January, 1973. Our fellowship hall was
officially dedicated as Hirzel Hall.
After 38 years as shepherd of St. Peter’s congregation, Pastor Stephen O.
Hirzel retired officially on December 31, 1975. A special “Service of
Thanks” was held on January 11, 1976. The thirty-eight years that Stephen
O. Hirzel served St. Peter’s were years of progress and growth in the size of

the congregation, its program, and in its commitment to Christ. His
dedicated leadership would be felt for many generations. Pastor Hirzel
returned to St. Peter’s in 1983 for the Golden Anniversary celebration of his
ordination. The Rev. Stephen O. Hirzel died on December 2, 1985, at the
age of 77.

Pastor Sebastian
The sixth pastor of St. Peter’s, the Rev. E. Phillip Sebastian, began his
ministry on August 15, 1976. Called from Trinity, Middle Village, he had
been ordained in 1964. The Service of Installation was part of a special
Vespers on September 19, 1976. The members of St. Peter’s warmly greeted
Pastor Sebastian and his family, Linda, his wife, and their two sons, Michael
and Stephen.
Within a month the congregation marked the 60th Anniversary of St.
Peter’s with a Dinner-Dance at the Salty Bay Yacht Club in Freeport,
followed on Sunday with an Anniversary Service.

The new Lutheran Book of Worship was introduced at St. Peter’s in 1978.
The Church Library, long in the planning stages, became a reality.
A course leading to early Holy Communion was instituted for children in
the fifth grade. Crucifers and torchbearers became part of the worship
procession. Weekly Holy Communion was instituted on the First Sunday in
Advent, 1980.
Another major milestone was reached with the satisfaction of the mortgage
in September 1981, several years ahead of schedule. To celebrate this fete
and the 65th anniversary of St. Peter’s, a special Service of Thanksgiving
and Reception were held November 29, 1981. Once again, our congregation
was debt free.
In honor of the twentieth anniversary of Pastor Sebastian’s ordination a
special Coffee Hour was held in Hirzel Hall in October 1984.
The 70th Anniversary celebration was October 24 through October 26,
1986. The festivities began with a Dinner-Dance on Friday evening at the
Salty Bay Yacht Club and continued through Saturday evening with the
Cana Club Reunion. The Festival Service of Thanksgiving was held on
Sunday, October 26. Pastor Sebastian was the celebrant, and Rev. A. Starke
Drischell, son of our congregation, preached the sermon. Members and
former members of the choir were part of the service.
Pastor Sebastian’s 25th ordination anniversary was held September 1989,
with a Festival Eucharist in the presence of the Bishop of the Metropolitan
New York Synod, the Rev. Dr. William H. Lazareth, followed by a Coffee
Hour. A Celebration Dinner at the Plattdeutsche Park Restaurant in the
evening completed the anniversary.
During out 75th anniversary year, our goal was to purchase a new pipe
organ.
After twenty years, a new Constitution and By-Laws were adopted in
March 1991, in compliance with the Proposed Constitution for
Congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

Pictured above is the logo for the 75th anniversary year, designed by a
member of our congregation, Billy White. The logo features a diamond –
the gem associated with the 75th anniversary – together with the words, “St.
Peter’s” and “Rise, Shine, You People,” the theme chosen for our 75th
anniversary. This theme was suggested by Gladys Talcott based on the first
line of hymn 393 in the Lutheran Book of Worship. Our 75th anniversary
year - 1991 - had many celebrations coming to a close in October with a
Dinner-Dance and the Anniversary Service with Bishop William H.
Lazareth of the Metropolitan New York Synod/ELCA preaching on the
following Sunday.

Realizing the goal set at the 75th anniversary, in June of 1991 the
congregation voted to purchase a new pipe organ. A major fund raising
effort was put forth and the members raised in excess of $150,000. The
installation of Nicholson 23 Rank pipe organ took place in March/April the
following year, with a dedication on October 25, 1992.

Improvements to the property were made over the next couple of years, a
security system installed, as well as new chandeliers in the sanctuary and
new lights in Hirzel Hall.
Pr. Sebastian's 30th anniversary of his Ordination was marked with a special
celebration in Hirzel Hall.
A major change in the life of St. Peter's Church took place this year with the
authorization by the Church Council to open a pre-school. The Early
Learning Center opened its doors in the fall of 1995 under the leadership of
co-directors, Judy Besedin and Lisa Thorsen. A Board of Directors was
elected later in the fall, with Cynthia Gindlesperger as the first President of
the Board.
The 80th anniversary in 1996 was celebrated with numerous events, auction,
living nativity, and pictorial directory. A new hymnal, “With One Voice”
was introduced to the congregation.
In conjunction with the 80th anniversary celebration, we also celebrated
Pastor Sebastian’s 20th anniversary at St. Peter’s with a special service on
September 15th, with Bishop Stephen Bouman of Metro New York Synod
presiding.
During 1996 we welcomed our new organist-choir director, Dr. Richard
Heschke.
It was with regrets that St. Peter's membership accepted the resignation of
Pastor Sebastian as of October 1, 1998. We had a memorable farewell
celebration, and bestowed him with the honor of Pastor Emeritus. The
church Parlor was redecorated and dedicated as "The Rev. E. Phillip
Sebastian Parlor".
During Pastor Sebastian’s last year at St. Peter’s we were blessed with the
addition of Assisting Ministers as well as calling of Deacons. Our first
Deacon was William Haab, followed by Julie Martell and Luana Schilling.
It was also the first year that Ash Wednesday was observed with distribution
of ashes during the service.
The Rev. Dr. Robert H. Neuhaus served as Interim Pastor beginning on
November 1, 1998.

Pastor Barnett
The Rev. Edward G. Barnett was called to St. Peter’s Church from Prince of
Peace in Dublin, Ohio. Pastor Barnett started his ministry here on July 1,
1999.
Dr. Marilyn Brattskar, Parish Cantor, came to St. Peter’s November 1, 1999
upon the resignation of Dr. Heschke.
A major renovation took place in 1999 with the replacement of the roof on
the church, Hirzel Hall and the education wing at the cost of $39,300.
Pastor Barnett introduced new worship opportunities in 2000. An 8AM
liturgy was reinstated, the first time since the 1970's. Sunday morning
worship now consists of Liturgy at 8AM and 10:15AM, with Adult Forum

bible study between the two services, as well as Sunday Church School at
10AM. Daily prayers are offered in the church, and the Holy Eucharist is
offered several times during the week. The Triduum, The Great Three Days
of Easter, is celebrated, starting with Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and
culminating with Easter Vigil.
New activities flourished, Men’s Group, Friday Night Youth Group and
SAMS (Singles And Marrieds) added new social life among members.
Vicar Annemarie Noto came to St. Peter’s for a special 4th year Field Work
Assignment. She was involved in Christian education for St. Peter’s youth.
Cantor, Dr. Brattskar resigned and left our parish on June 29, 2003. During
her last months’ of service, Dr. Brattskar recorded a CD with the choir. It
contains a selection of favorite hymns.
St. Peter’s member, Don Brown served at the console until the arrival of the
new full-time organist, Philip Auman Godlewski, who arrived at St. Peter's
in January of 2004.
The 90th anniversary celebration started with a special evening Ecumenical
Service and Reception on January 18th, 2006.
Despite a forecast of severe snowstorm on February 11th, the planned Dinner
Dance was a wonderful evening for everyone in attendance.
Several additional events are planned throughout the year to mark this
anniversary; Memorial Day Parade float, Picnic, Day at Shea Stadium,
Retreat and finishing out the year with a special Liturgy with Bishop
Bouman.
While 2006 promises to be challenging, our strong foundation will serve as
well.

A History of the Sunday school at St. Peter’s
Educational ministry has always been important at St. Peter’s. Under Pastor
William Steinbicker’s guidance, Mrs. Charlotte Rapp and Miss Anna Fritz
gathered children in a Sunday school. Permission was secured to use the old
wooden firehouse on Grand Avenue. The first date of record was March 25,
1916. The Sunday school reported an initial membership of 7 but soon grew
to a membership of 26 with an average attendance of 22. One of the first
teachers in the Sunday school was Christine M. Breiner who married
Reverend Gustave Goering on November 29, 1923.
When our Church moved into its new home on Grand Ave at Edna Court,
the Sunday school program moved with it. The Sunday school program
continued to grow and flourish under the leadership of various
Superintendents. The Sunday school met directly below the nave of the
Church in what is now known as the Olson Room. If the walls of the
building had ears to hear and eyes to see what would they report? Could
echoes of children’s voices be heard singing favorite songs from the red
hymnal called the Children’s hymnal, favorites like “Jesus loves me” and

“Who can make a flower”? There was a maroon-robed children’s choir and
even a Sunday school orchestra under the leadership of Mrs. J. W. Olson.
Mr. Charles Huppert became Superintendent of the Sunday school in
January of 1935 and served in that capacity for many years. By 1938 the
Sunday school soon outgrew its quarters and began to hold classes in the
nave of the Church. This is where Grades 5 through 8 met. In October of
1941 Sunday school registration was 240 pupils and 35 teachers.
A second session of the Sunday school was begun in the J.C. Peterson
Corp. garage on Church Street in 1951 with Mr. Lester Hale in charge. PostConfirmation classes met in the Weigand Funeral Parlor. The Church clearly
needed a larger facility in order to carry on its educational ministry.
After years of planning and fund-raising the new education wing building
was completed. It was just in time for the introduction of the new curriculum
of the LCA for church schools in 1964. The Sunday school enrollment was
362 and there were 52 teachers from Pre-School through High School. There
was also a General Superintendent, an Assistant Superintendent, A
Registrar, a Treasurer, an Attendance Secretary, a Birthday Secretary and a
Cradle Roll Secretary. At this time there were two Sunday school sessions,
one at 9 A.M. and one at 11 A.M.
Since the sixties the Sunday Church School has changed curriculum many
times. There have been many Superintendents and teachers. It would be
impossible to list all the many teachers throughout our ninety-year history
who volunteered their time and efforts to teach the children of our
congregation and nurture them in the faith. However, there is one individual
who must be recognized for her dedicated service for nearly fifty years, Mrs.
Rose Sokolowski. How many generations of Pre-Schoolers has she loved,
cherished, and nurtured? The numbers are legion and all of us are grateful.

Rose Sokolowski (far right)
The educational ministry of the Church expanded with the addition of the
Early Learning Center in 1995. The Sunday school is partnering with the
ELC in providing the best possible ministry to children of the community.
The realities of life in the 21st century have had a profound impact upon the
Sunday school program at St. Peter’s. The number of students and teachers
willing and able to teach them has dwindled. From a high of 52 teachers in
1965/66 there are now a total of 4. Due to a declining enrollment PreSchool and Kindergarten, 1st grade and 2nd grade, 3rd grade and 4th grade, 5th
grade and 6th grade have been combined. Sunday School which continued
through High School in a bygone era, has stopped at the 6th grade. However,
there is a Bible class required for 7th and 8th graders seeking to be confirmed
that meets on most Sunday mornings.
What will the future hold for our Sunday school? God alone knows but with
His help and guidance we can make a difference. Parents of our
congregation it is up to you to bring your Children to Sunday school and
Church. Members of St. Peter’s please volunteer to be a teacher or helper in
our educational ministry.

The Symbolism and Meaning of
The Stained Glass Windows at
St. Peter’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Baldwin, New York

SANCTUARY WINDOWS
All the stained glass windows in the church are of the same design. The top
section reveals a symbol, while the main center pictures Jesus. Across the
bottom in old English letters are the names of the honored memorialized
persons.
WINDOWS ON THE SOUTH SIDE
Window #1
The Chalice, the wheat, and the grapes symbolize Holy communion.
Jesus praying at Gethsemane portraying His agony and betrayal.
St. Matthew 26:36.
In memory of Herman A. Rolff.
Window #2
The crown with a cross inside symbolizes victory.
Revelation 2:10-11, “The crown of life” refers to eternal life through our
Lord Jesus Christ.
In loving memory of our dear parents, Mr. and Mrs. G. A. Gardner.
Window #3
The open Bible symbolizes the Word of God.
Jesus, standing inside a room, opening the door. “I am the door; by me if any
man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.” St.
John 10:9.
In memory of Louise Rolff Ring.

Window #4
The anchor entwined with hope and safety. Hebrews 6:19. “Which hope we
have as an anchor of the soul.” Acts 27:29-30.
Jesus’ hands stretched out – lilies on both sides. “Consider the lilies of the
field . . . “ St. Matthew 6:28.
In loving memory of Emma Gardner.

WINDOWS ON THE NORTH SIDE
Window #1
“The lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin.”
St. Matthew 6:28.
Jesus appears before Mary Magdalene and Mary, the mother of James, in
front of the tomb. St. John 20:16-17.
Lt. Samuel M. Olsen, Jr. USMCR - Made supreme sacrifice June 20, 1945.
Window #2
The sheaf of wheat symbolizes plenty: a gift of God, and the bounty of God.
The seeds of the wheat also represent the Bread of Life and Holy
Communion. St, Mark 14:22-24.
Jesus is standing in front of a table giving a blessing to two kneeling
disciples.
In memory of Katherine W. Powell.
Window #3
Shells are found in the Red Sea. Large ones were used as ornaments in the
homes. The shell is the symbol of Holy Baptism.
Jesus is sitting on a wall with three children. “Let the little children come
unto Me.” St. Matthew 19:13-15.
In memory of Robert M. Huck.
Window #4
The almond blossom had a special religious significance for the Hebrews. It
symbolizes the awakening of the world after winter. Almonds were
mentioned in the Bible as one of the best fruits of the land of Canaan. The
nuts, being either sweet or bitter, were used for eating or for the oil.
St. Mark 6:13.
The birth of our Savior in the stable. “When they saw the star, they rejoiced
with exceeding great joy. They fell down and worshiped Him.”

St. Matthew 2:10-11.
In memory of Mrs. Julianna Offermann.

SOUTH SIDE CHOIR WINDOW
Music is the main theme shown in a very bright, vivid colored collage
consisting of many related musical objects. This arch-shaped window
reveals the message: “Sing aloud unto God our Strength”. (Psalm 81)
Dedicated to Louise and John Bruns by Ruth Winther, October 1966.

NARTHEX WINDOW
The narthex window is in the shape of a V enclosing a group of large birds
entwined. The main section of this window depicts Jesus, the Good
Shepherd, holding a lamb and a staff surrounded by a flock of sheep. Our
Lord is speaking to three disciples while sheep are grazing.
The base of the window is composed of four sections:
1st

Jesus sitting on a wall with three children.
“Let the little children come to me.”
St. Matthew 19:13-15
Given by the Missionary Society.

2nd

Jesus with the three fishermen.
“Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.”
St. Matthew 4:19
In memory of Henry B. Tjaden by his wife.

3rd

Jesus talking to a man by a table.
In memory of their parents by Mr. And Mrs. Otto Schiller

4th

Jesus with hands extended.
In memory of John and Irene Dittinger by their children.

BELL TOWER
Additional stained glass windows were installed in the Bell tower after the
installation of the new Pipe Organ:
In Loving Memory of
Gladys Emily Talcott
Member 1926-1992
Given by Family and Friends
In Loving Memory of
Mildred Bossert
Given by Ruth & Gardner Werking

PEWS
Bronze plaques have been placed on pews dedicated as memorials.
North side of center aisle:

#3
#4
#5
#6
#7
#8
#9
#10
#11
#12

In Loving Memory Of:
Lillian Schnellbach
1892-1983
Desmond J. Drischell
1897-1961
Margaret Loesch
1889-1976
Betty S. Ludwig
1927-1974
Dorothy M. Haight
1916-1949
Olga and Robert Wendell
Loved Ones
Charles Albert Bultman
1931-1953
Mrs. Hazel A. Stockfish
1889-1972
Harriet K. Yertrum
1906-1959
Dell and Herman Gartelmann

#13
#14

Ehtel M. Lada
1903-1978
Theckla Friedleign
1882-1939

South side of center aisle:
#3

In Loving Memory Of:
John and Bertha Schonenberg

#4

Mary J. Anderson 1868-1934
Mathilda Kuhnia 1869-1931

#5

Charles T. Bigbie
1918-1968

#6

Grace M. Gegenheimer
1891-1935

#7

George Gegenheimer
1884-1953

#8

Mrs. Friederike Charleer
1869-1957

#9

Mrs. Bertha Osthus
1874-1958

#10

Till and Fred Westernhagen, In Memory Of Parents

#11

Mrs. Lawrence Anderson

#12

Agusta King
1871-1954

#13

Carolene Bader, Charter Member
Jan. 24, 1883-June 26, 1973

#14 Westernhagen Till and Fred
On each church pew there is a pencil and card rack.

In Memory of Charles Bader
1879-1934

CHOIR PEWS
#1

Memory Of Bertha Shaw
Devoted Choir Member

#2

Memory Of Loved Ones
Ruth and Fred Winther

#3

Dedicated to the glory of God in honor of and
in memory of past and present members of
St. Peter’s Choir.
Memorialized by Ethel Gardner in 1989.

WOODCARVINGS
On the wall in the corridor between the Church and Educational Building is
the location of a series of ten original woodcarvings representing the Scenes
in The Passion of our Lord. These were created by Helmer (Birt) Birkelund
and presented to the church in 1978.
The scenes that are represented are as follows:
I.

Jesus Is Condemned To Death Before Pilate
(St. Matthew 27:24-26)

II.

Jesus Receives His Cross
(St. Matthew 27:27-31)

III.

Jesus carries The Cross
(St. John 19:17)

IV.

The Cross Is Laid Upon Simon, The Cyrene
(St. Mark 15:21-23)
Jesus Speaks To The Women Of Jerusalem
(St. Luke 23:27-31)

V.

VI.

Jesus Is Stripped Of His Garments
(St. John 19:23-25)

VII. Jesus Is Nailed To The Cross
(St. John 19:18-22)
VIII. Jesus Dies On The Cross
(St. Luke 23:44-46)
IX.

Jesus Is Taken Down From The Cross
(St. Matthew 27:57-60)

X.

Jesus Is Laid in The Sepulchre
(St. Luke 23:53-56)

Four woodcarvings have been mounted on the rear doors of the church
entrance off the parking lot. These carvings have been made by Helmer
(Birt) Birkelund, Ross Erdal, and Howard Hiller, and depict events in the life
of St. Peter as follows:
1. The fish, the early Christian symbol, with the Greek letters meaning,
“Jesus Christ, Son of God”.
2.

The rooster, the symbol of Peter’s threefold denial of Christ.

3. The upside down cross and the keys: St. Peter chose to be crucified in a
manner different from the way Jesus was crucified, so tradition has it that he
requested to be crucified upside down.
4. The fish boat with the great catch of fish, reminiscent of two things: the
miraculous catch of fish and also symbolic of the Church, often depicted as a
ship with the fish reminding us of Jesus’ words to Peter. “Follow Me, and I
will make you a fisher of men.” (See also St. Matthew 13:47-48)
Additional woodcarvings of Christ, the Lamb of God, and of Luther’s coat
of arms, the messianic rose, done by Helmer (Birt) Birkelund can be seen in
the church narthex.

Materials for this edition of St. Peter’s Church history have been compiled
as follows:
50th Anniversary booklet: Helen Richter, Richard Luft, Charles Prey, Harriet
Denzer, Stephen Hirzel and Henry Tjaden
1666-1981: Joan K. Tiedemann
75th Anniversay booklet: Helene Light, Helen Richter, Betty Blake, Teressa
Butler, Marilyn Dengler
90th Anniversary Edition: Arlynn Streithorst, Melanie Freese, and Brit
Birkelund
Craig Sands
Lou Costa

