
“The blood of the martyrs 

is the seed of the church.”  

Tertullian spoke these 

words in his work enti-

tled, Apologeticus.  

The Church does not suc-

ceed despite the blood of 

the martyrs. It is not that 

God’s grace is more than 

enough to cover such 

atrocities, and that even 

with the hinderance of 

martyrdom, the church 

survives and thrives.  

When Turtullian writes 

these words, he means 

them as plainly as they  

are. It is by the blood of 

the martyrs that the 

church takes root. The 

inspiration for such a bold 

statement is not only 

founded in Tertullian’s 

life, during which he 

would witness a relentless 

and violent persecution of 

Christians.; As each Em-

peror of Rome is afflicted 

with hubris, violence, 

insanity, or a combination 

of the three. But his inspi-

ration is also found in 

John 12.24, “Unless a 

grain of wheat falls into 

the earth and dies, it re-

mains alone; but if it dies, 

it bears much fruit.” 

Christ speaks this parable  

for himself, in that He 

would die and yet bear 

much fruit in His death, 

and for the martyrs 

who would follow 

in the Master’s 

steps and die 

spreading the Gos-

pel. Though they 

would perish, their 

blood would be a 

seed planted in fer-

tile soil. 

For a man may kill for his 

believes, or die taking oth-

ers with him, but the Chris-

tian is to willingly lay down 

his life for his faith, so that 

even his murderers would 

pause and consider the de-

votion and faith that a 

Christian would possess in 

their God. 

People of other faiths may 

have died in the name of 

their god, but we die the 

moment we believe. Cont. 

on next page—-> 

The Blood of the Martyrs 

Modern Martyrs—Prayer Focus, April 15th 
Please visit www.persecution.com for more info from Voice of the Martyrs 
We pray for love. 

 

That they may know and be 

brought great strength in the 

knowledge of the great love 

that God has for them, even 

in the midst of their sorrow. 

 

That they may love their 

tormentors, and not fall into 

hatred or bitterness, but con-

tinue to proclaim the Gospel 

to their enemies. 

 

That they may love Christ 

far more than life itself. And 

rejoice in their identification 

with their Lord and Saviour. 

 

That God’s love may bring 

them peace, joy, encourage-

ment, and endurance in their 

sufferings. 

 

That the Holy Spirit come 

mightily upon them to pro-

claim Christ, follow the Fa-

ther, and stand firm until the 

return of Jesus, who sets the 

captives free. 

Food Bank Update 

On March 8 we made our first delivery to the Fellowship Food 
Bank.  We were able to give them many, many bags of sup-
plies. They were greatly appreciated and Jewell Utt, director of 
the Food Bank, expressed her thanks to all at First Baptist for 
participating in this outreach.  She said it is difficult to get peo-
ple to contribute these items. So, for now they continue to need 
the same supplies from us:  toothpaste/brushes, deodorant, 
shampoo/conditioner, lotion, soap, laundry  & dish detergent, 
toilet paper and paper towels.  This  list is in the connecting link 
for you to take when buying items.  Thank you to everyone 
who has supported this mission and please continue to bring in 
your items!   
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Elder Meeting Notes  

 Writing job             
descriptions 

 Improving               
security and safety               
procedures 

 New Sunday School 
Curriculum: Church 
History Made Easy 



The Koinonia Corner is ready for use. Providing a 

comfortable and friendly environment where we 

can welcome visitors and hang out after church, the 

connecting link has been transformed into the 

Koinonia Corner. Borrow a book or DVD, relax on 

the comfortable furniture, or just enjoy the 

fellowship; please feel free to use this space 

to grow in relationship with one another in 

Christ. 

Operation Christmas Child Update 

We recently received a copy of the Operation Christmas Child Annual 

Report which is on the table by the library.  You are welcome to bor-

row the article and return it to the table when you are finished.  The re-

port discusses some wonderful stories of how these boxes touched the 

lives of children all over the world.  Some interesting information from 

the report-  8,765,637 boxes were sent from the United States to 109 

countries around the world!  65 of those boxes were from us!  We have 

heard from members in our Church that many of our boxes were sent to 

the Dominican Republic.  Thanks to all who participated in this very mov-

ing mission project!  If anyone feels led to take on this ministry for the 

fall, please speak to Pastor Anthony.  In the report there is an article on a 

church in Texas that packed 2,118 boxes! You would imagine it must be 

a large mega-church but it has only 25 members!  It makes you won-

der...how many should we be able to send to the children of the world? 
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lives. 

But how is the blood of the martyrs the 

seed of the church? 

Every time a Christian is martyred, 

God retells the story of Jesus Christ in 

a visible way. When the blood of His 

saints are spilled, the sacrifice made in 

the name of God is plainly obvious. We 

We die to sin, we die to attachments to 

this life, we die to ourselves. Dylan 

Thomas may proclaim “Do not go si-

lently into that good night”, but we go 

with humility and joy into glory, know-

ing that this world is passing and the 

next one is so much grander. We do not 

“rage against the dying of the light,” 

we welcome finally being able to fully 

enjoy the light of Christ in heaven. We 

should not fear death, because death 

has been defeated, he had been con-

quered and his own death sentence is 

merely waiting to be carried out. 

Though we are not all called to martyr-

dom, may we live a life of faith that 

doesn’t fear what lies beyond the veil; 

because we have been welcomed to the 

other side and know that our Father 

awaits us there. Let us be willing to 

hand over to God those things that we 

hold onto so tightly. Our possessions, 

our relationships, our families, our very 

do not shed others blood, we do not go 

looking to die, but if there comes a time 

to lay down our lives in faith in jesus 

Christ, may we welcome such a mo-

ment, being encouraged and embold-

ened that we go where our master has 

paved the way.  

Paul states that in his sufferings, he is 

filling up what is lacking in Christ. As 

Christians suffer and even die for our 

faith, the testimony of Christ reaches 

not only further, but deeper into men’s 

souls.  A living testimony of the sacri-

fice of Christ, in the dying of His 

saints. 

Knowing that our blood is not wasted 

upon the earth, but spilt for the testi-

mony of Jesus Christ and for the glory 

of God. May we willingly lay down our 

lives, even as we still live, for the sake 

of Christ Jesus. 

In His Service, 

 Pastor Anthony 

The Blood of the 
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Phone: 908.622.4375 

arodriguez013@gmail.com 

To know Him  
and to make Him known 

Don’t forget to visit us on the web @ 

www.firstbaptistuion.org 
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And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. 

Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 

~Mat 10:28   


