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The church office is closed at this time, and we are working from home.  Church email is being checked daily 

but we are unable to check the church voicemail, please DON’T leave voicemail at the church number.  

Diocesan news is available on their website at indydio.org including their newsletter. 

But, remember the church isn’t the building, 

it’s all of us!  So what are you doing today?? 
Contact Info: 

Rev. Kathy Thomas cell: 317-670-5960  email: kthomas50mersey@gmail.com  

Parish Administrator Kathi Whipker home: 812-579-5487 cell: 812-603-5028                                              

email: stpaulscolumbusin@gmail.com 

VESTRY: 

Patrick Schumacher Senior Warden   812-764-1957  jpawpschu@hotmail.com 
John Settle  Junior Warden & Outreach  317-989-0267 john.settle@gmail.com 
Cristi Adams  Christian Education & Formation 
Shelly Bell  Parish Life 
Rachel Foyst  Congregational Development 
Bill Garber  Buildings and Grounds 
Vicki Gust  Worship 
Win Morris  Evangelism, Communication, and Marketing 
Teresa Woods  Parish Life 

THE VENITE – MAY 2020 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
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What Are We Doing in Quarantine? 

As the Quarantine goes into another month, you might be wondering “What are 
my St. Paul’s friends up to?”  An email went out asking for answers to that very 
question.  What follows are little glimpses of what life is like in different homes 
throughout our church family. 
 
Our LEV’s continue to check in with our shut-ins.  Jane Frede even had visits --- 
through her window at Silver Oaks – from Andrew & Sian Goldsmid and then 
Nancy Morris.  Jane was able to see them through the window and talk on the 
phone.  Jane really appreciated these visits.  All of the shut-ins receive a call each 
week from the scheduled LEV.  
 
We are getting the hang of Zoom services!  Each week, we gather for our Liturgy 
of the Word at 10:15 am on Sunday mornings.  It’s certainly a new way to “Do 
Church” but we seem to be catching on and it really is going well.  We are grateful 
to have a couple pictures to keep for our historical records – and especially glad 
to have a picture of Chuck Boddie, since he is usually behind the camera!! 
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The church office . . . is now Kathi Whipker’s family room couch and ottoman!     
I actually like this set up, I have my slippers on and a blanket over my lap most mornings and 
find it to be a very productive situation. One of my favorite parts of this arrangement is the 
flexibility.  If I want to come in and work on the Venite for a couple hours at night . . . I can!  If I 
get an email or call in the middle of the day, I can pop into my “office” and handle it right away 
– no need to wait until tomorrow.  So that has been really neat!  However, there is a co-worker 

who is always sleeping on the job!  I’d like to report him to HR please        Most of my 
afternoons and evenings are being spent making masks.  (If you need any, please let me know, 
I’ll be glad to get some to you!!)  Tim is off work and trying to get lots of projects tackled around 
the house.  My oldest, Max, is also off work and we have enjoyed a few rousing late nights of 
cards & board games.  Daughter Ellen is still working at the health food store.  Since I drive her, 
I’ve been stopping at St. Paul’s daily to collect the mail.  Youngest daughter is in Anderson as a 
nanny for the summer.   We are doing well, and honestly, I’ve been enjoying this time a lot. 
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Greetings from Barb Parker in 
Brown County!!  What a crazy time 

these last six weeks have been, 
right?  In March, I headed on my 
annual trip with my twin grandsons & 
their father, Paul, to Anna Maria 
Island, Florida.  The news was JUST 
beginning to mention some kind of 
virus that had risen its ugly head, but 
we hadn't heard anything to keep us 
from making the trip.  Within four 
days, that all changed, and we hot-
footed it back home to hunker down.    
 
Oldest son, Paul is back in Mesa, AZ 
where he works as an essential worker 
at a tool & die shop making parts for 
our military.  Fifth Graders at Parkside, 
Aleks & Cash, are hunkered down with 
their momma doing eLearning from 
the safety of their home.  Daughter, 
Victoria, is working from her 
apartment in Austin, TX where she 
designs newspapers.  Youngest son, 
Sam, is working from his apartment in San Francisco.  We are truly blessed to still have 
everyone in our immediate family still bringing in a paycheck.  We Zoom each Sunday 
afternoon, and that has been WONDERFUL.  
 
My friend, Tom Fox and I are taking the Stay at Home orders seriously.   He has a 94-year-old 
father, John Fox, at Four Seasons who we liked to visit before they closed that down.  Tom and I 
are staying at his house in Brown County...with trips to Columbus so that we get an occasional 
change of scenery   We adopted a Lab mix rescue doggie just before the world changed, and 
she keeps us busy with walks in the woods. (BTW - The ticks are HORRIBLE this year.) When 
we're not out walking the dog, Tom is contacting customers from home and I'm 
scrapbooking.  All those years that I was SO busy taking pictures of my kids' activities...and 
praying for a time when my life would settle down enough to actually put those pictures in a 
scrapbook has finally come to fruition...I guess.  
 
Normally, I would be reading up a storm as well, but my thoughts are so scattered lately.  It's 
been hard to focus on reading.  Is anyone else feeling that?  And the dreams!!  Anyone else 
having really VIVID dreams??    
Stay safe until we meet again!!  
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A memoir of Sian Goldsmid, written during the Pandemic of Coronavirus, in the 
year 2020. 
 
The Story of Eyam, the Derbyshire Plague village--A LITTLE BACKGROUND 
 
In the year 1660, King Charles II became king of England, after years in exile following a bitter 
civil war between King Charles I and Parliament, ending with the execution of the King and rule 
by Oliver Cromwell, known as the Lord Protector. When he died, the son of Charles I was invited 
back to take the throne. In the year 1665, London was struck by a terrible outbreak of bubonic 
plague, which spread quickly across the city, where people lived very close to one another in 
small wooden houses and narrow streets. The plague took a terrible toll on the citizens, who 
died in the hundreds. It was carried by flea-infested rats, which roamed the city. It did not end 
until the following year, when a fire started in a bakery in Pudding Lane, and rapidly spread all 
over the city. A rebuilding program included St. Paul’s Cathedral, as well as brick or stone houses 
that were more fireproof. 
 
I was fortunate enough to live, for most of my childhood, in the county of Derbyshire, 
England, in which you will find an area of great natural beauty known as the ‘Peak District’, an 
area of picturesque and quintessential English countryside, with hills and dales and rivers and 
beautiful villages with small cottages and ancient churches. It includes the town of Bakewell, 
(home of the famous Bakewell Tart,) and the market town of Chesterfield, with its famous 
church with the crooked spire.  This area is very popular with tourists, hikers, climbers, and 
visitors from all over the world. I was so lucky to get to know the area as a child, when it was 
much less busy, and our recently acquired family car was able to transport us to its scenic spots 
for weekend picnics. It was during one of these outings that I discovered my favorite place - the 
village of Eyam, on the surface another pretty Derbyshire village with narrow streets and 
ancient buildings, but hiding a very dramatic and tragic history which has long fascinated me. 
Eyam was old enough to be counted in the Domesday Book of 1086; it was a village dependent 
largely on lead mining and farming. It survived more or less intact the English Civil War and the 
Protectorate of Oliver Cromwell; at the Restoration of Charles II, in 1660, the Rector of the 
Parish Church of St. Lawrence, Thomas Stanley, was fired, and replaced by William Mompesson, 
a man of Royalist sympathy in a community that had not supported the King during the war. 
 
In 1665, the Great Plague was raging in London. The local tailor in Eyam received a roll 
of cloth from London which was infested by fleas, which, unknown to all, were deadly carriers 
of the Black Death. The tailor’s assistant died within a couple of days, followed by many of the 
household the same week. The disease quickly spread around the village, and the villagers 
turned to their Rector, William Mompesson for guidance, as well as their previous Parish Priest, 
Thomas Stanley, still living in the village. The two ministers, working uneasily together, 
instituted various measures to prevent the plague from reaching the surrounding villages: 
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Quarantine for the entire village, with no one travelling outside the perimeter, as determined 
by the Boundary Stones, which separated them from neighboring communities. Money soaked 
in vinegar would be left at the Stones, and food and medicines would be placed there in return. 
Church services would be held in the open, in a natural amphitheatre called Cucklett Delph, 
which would allow for what we now call “social distancing.” Families were to bury their own 
dead. The outbreak lasted for 14 months. The church of St Lawrence records 273 deaths. No 
one knows the exact toll as records vary. It is generally recognized that at least half the village 
population died, including Catherine Mompesson, the Rector’s wife, whose grave may be seen 
in the churchyard. One farmer’s wife buried her husband and six children, though she herself 
survived. However, no one in the surrounding villages was affected; the quarantine worked, 
although at huge cost. 
 
If you visit Eyam today, you will find it a charming place, with residents who are proud of their 
history. You can see clusters of ‘Plague cottages’ with plaques recording the names of those 
who lived and died there. You can see the grave of Catherine Mompesson and the list of the 
dead in St. Lawrence Church. All around you may find stories of what Eyam villagers went 
through to protect their neighbours for 14 long months in 1665-6: even so it is not a sad or 
dreary place today, but a true celebration of the human spirit, and what it is capable of. I 
include a visit to Eyam any time I am in my home country and close to the Peak District. 
The villagers of modern day Eyam will not let this story be forgotten. The last Sunday in 
August is known as ‘Plague Sunday’, with a parade of locals in costume from the church to 
Cucklett Delph, where a service is held. All kinds of events marked the 300th anniversary of the 
Eyam quarantine in 1965 - I can remember being taken by my parents to several - a church 
service, a re-enactment in Cucklett Delph, and a specially written play presented in Sheffield 
Playhouse, among other exhibitions and memorials. I think this is why the story has been a 
particular favorite of mine all my life: I felt such a part of it as a child, fascinated by the story of 
bravery and self-sacrifice, a story that we are seeing today in the lives of all those working on 
the front lines of the dreaded Coronavirus, medical staff, first responders, grocery store 
workers, truck drivers, the list goes on and on. I hope they will be remembered and honoured 
for their heroic response to our modern Plague, just as the villagers of Eyam in Derbyshire are 
remembered for their courage. 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Chickering piano in the parish hall was donated by Ted Hunt when he worked 

as the choir director at St. Paul’s (1960-1978).  Ted was a graduate of Oberlin College and of 

Westminster Choir College.  He was the head of the music department at Albright College in 

Pennsylvania and at Centre College in Dansville Ky before coming to Columbus.  He also played viola in 

the CSO, played piano and organ at 1st Presbyterian church and Hathaway Myers funeral home and 

taught piano and organ.  Ted was 91 when he passed away.   

Chickering and Sons was known for producing award winning instruments.  The piano company was 

founded in 1823 by Jonas Chickering in Boston Massachusetts.  Jonas Chickering introduced the 1-piece 

cast iron plate to support the greater string tension of larger grand pianos.  He also invented over 

stringing.  Over-stringing is arranging the strings in 2 groups- stringing one group over the other.  Before 

this, all the strings were side by side.  Baldwin bought the assets and rights when they went out of 

business in 1983. 

The St. Paul’s Chickering was made in 1912 and needed a lot of work to restore it.  The piano was 

stripped and refinished, the inside cleaned and worn parts replaced.  The parts that were replaced are; 

key fronts, mutes, spring, 1 hammer shank, 8 whippen flanges, knobs and the hammer heads.  The piano 

is tuned and nice warm beautiful sound.  Thank you so much for donating so the piano could be fully 

restored.  If you know how to play the piano, take a few minutes to play it and enjoy the beautiful 

sound.  Hopefully after the virus we can all get together after mass for a sing-a-long. 
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2020 Graduates 
Normally, we would have a celebration for our graduates, but that won’t be able to occur this 
year.  We do want to recognize them and laud their achievements though, and hope to 
celebrate in person with cake and merriment later in the summer. 
 

Elizabeth Bell, Purdue University, Bachelor’s of Science, Major: Actuarial Science 
and Applied Statists, Minor: Management and Economics 
Ben Thompson, Indiana University, Bachelor’s of Science, Major: Exercise 
Physiology 
  
Joey Foyst, Great Oak Classical Home School 
Allison DeBolt, Columbus North High School 
Isabelle Settle, Columbus North High School 
 

Honored Woman for 2020 – Elizabeth Monnette 
Each year in April the Diocesan Episcopal Women’s Ministries [EWM] holds an annual Spring 
Luncheon and honors a woman from each parish.  This year the Luncheon was not held because  
of our social distancing. The Honored Women of our diocese will be recognized during 2020 
Diocesan Convention. These will be Women, chosen by the parishes, who give so much of 
themselves to the parish, community and the world in the service of Christ Jesus. 
 
The Vestry of St Paul’s, Columbus and members of the Order of the Daughters of the King, 
Epiphany Chapter nominated Elizabeth Monette to be honored from our parish this year 
because of the years of service she has given to our 
parish.  Her life experiences along with her education 
and career as a librarian gifted her for ministry in the 
church as well as the in the greater community.   
From 1989 until her retirement in 2009, Elizabeth 
worked as an adult reference librarian for the 
Bartholomew County Public Library.   
 
Elizabeth, her husband Bill, and son and daughter 
came to Columbus in 1988. They quickly became 
members of St. Paul’s where Elizabeth ministered 
over the years a LEV, Lector, Lay Reader and Chalice 
Bearer. She also has served on the Vestry, taught 
Sunday School and worked with the Youth when her 
children were growing up at St. Paul’s. She graduated 
from Education for Ministry in 2005. From 2009 to 
2019, she was in charge of the United Thank Offering 
annual in-gathering at St. Paul’s. She also has been 
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active in a number of parish outreach projects. As the mother of a gay adult child, she has been 
active in the LGBTQ community for nearly 20 years. Elizabeth also is our parish archivist.     
 
She, along with Kaye Lane, established the Epiphany Chapter of the Order of the Daughters of 
the King at St Paul’s in 1999.  She has served over the years as DOK chapter president and 
diocesan president from 2006-2009, and Provence V secretary and editor of the Provence 
newsletter.  She was instrumental in asking our rector about five years ago how the DOK 
members could best serve the parish at that time.  From that came the healing prayer ministry 
our chapter has been offering from that time on.  Elizabeth is gifted in praying with and for 
others, mentoring the other healing prayer ministers and listening deeply and carefully to 
others. Currently she is the Chapter’s ongoing secretary and historian.  
 
 

Service Schedule 
During this time, we have scheduled Lectors to read and lead prayers.  If you will be 
unavailable, please find a sub, and then email Kathi right away (stpaulscolumbusin@gmail.com) 
Thanks! 
 
Date  1st Reading  Psalm     2nd Reading   Prayers of the People  
 
May 3rd   10:15 AM 
 

  Sian Goldsmid         John DeLap     Nick Firestone  Andrew Goldsmid 
 
May 10th   10:15 AM 
 

Cheryl Paranavitana Ken Erickson   Jill Schumacher John Settle   
 
May 17th   10:15 AM 
 

  David Thompson Chuck Boddie     Nancy Morris John DeLap 
 
May 24th   10:15 AM 
 

Ken Erickson  Nick Firestone    Andrew Goldsmid Frank Guthrie 
 

May 31st  10:15 AM 
 

  Melissa zur Loye Sian Goldsmid      John Settle  Cheryl Paranavitana 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Lay Eucharistic Visitors 
May 3    May 10        May 17               May 24       May 31 

  John Settle    Roxie Garber         Patrick Schumacher Nancy Morris        John Settle   

 

mailto:stpaulscolumbusin@gmail.com
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May Birthdays & Anniversaries 
2 Carol Erickson  10 Sarah Adams  17 Drew Thompson 
4 Sam Robinson  13 Axel zur Loye  18 Katie DeLap 
5 Daylan Mueller 14 Kim Swope  25 Sian Goldsmid 
9 Jennifer Gust  15 Victoria Parker 25 Dave Thomas 
10 Adele Vincent  17 Julie Abedian   
 

      May 26   John DeLap & Tracy Hosterman 
May 29 Randy & Annettia Doll 

May 27 Stephen & Julie Abedian 

 

 

Vestry Minutes 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

April 21, 2020 
 

Present:  Rev. Kathy, Vicki Gust, John Settle, Shelly Bell, Cristi Adams, Bill Garber, Patrick 

Schumacher, Rachel Foyst, Win Morris, Teresa Woods, Melissa zur Loye 

The meeting began at 6:33 with prayer. 

Procedural Business 

A.  A quorum was present. 

B. A motion to enter the March minutes into the record passed. 

C. A motion to enter the March 24 special vestry minutes into the record passed. 

D. The vestry was asked to submit reports to the clerk by the Saturday before vestry 

meetings.  The clerk will then collate them and send them on to the senior warden for 

distribution, with the financial report and vestry agenda, prior to the day of the vestry 

meeting. 

Finance Report – John Settle 

A.  St. Paul’s was approved for the SBA payroll protection loan of $16,500. This will cover 

our payroll costs and utility costs for 3 months.  All the paperwork on our end is complete 

and we are awaiting disbursement.  First Financial is our lender.  Michael Bell is 

confident that this will end up being a grant rather than a loan and will not require 

repayment.   

B. The March financial report indicates that we are in good shape with expenditures lower 

than budgeted and pledge income coming in.  The payback of the loan made to Rev. 

Marc to help finance his house provides $9,960 in income (money in excess of the 

$30,000 initially loaned).   Action – John will check with Mike as to where the $30,000 

has been deposited and shows up in the financial statement and let the vestry know. 

Old Business – Rev. Kathy 

A.  Diocese has asked churches to have their articles of incorporation confirmed/updated.  

Action - Bill Garber will ask Mike Bell about how our insurance policy refers to us (as an 

entity or not).  Bill Garber will also check with Canon Brendan at the diocese and see 
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exactly what the diocese needs from us re articles of incorporation and inform the vestry 

at the May meeting. 

 

New Business  

A.  The vestry evaluated the Lent and Holy Week zoom services 

1. The services are going well.  There are some hiccups with audio/visual but, overall, it 

is working fairly seamlessly for those who participate. 

2. We are advertising on our website but are not attracting new people who are not part 

of the parish.  We are seeing some parish members who are now joining us.  Some 

people are calling “phone buddies” and listening in. 

3. Every week LEVs are calling people they would have been visiting. 

4. It was suggested that Rev. Kathy’s sermon be recorded and posted on our website.  

Action – Win Morris and John Settle will work on this. 

 

B. Goals and Objectives for May-July 

1.  The vestry had extensive discussion about work the vestry will begin, during this 

time of physical distancing, in establishing practices and processes for lay leadership 

and participation.   

 

The goal of this is to provide clear and transparent documented descriptions of the purpose of 

different commissions, their structure, and their processes (how their business is conducted). 

 

To that end, the vestry will be using prior brochures, vestry descriptions, the Vestry Handbook, 

and information from other parishes, in addition to “tribal knowledge”, to develop 

comprehensive descriptions.  Action – vestry will look at prior vestry communication on the 

various commissions.  Action – Rev. Kathy will speak with Kathi about old brochures.  Action – 

John Settle will look for information from St. Christopher’s. 

 

Using information from the Ministry Fair, the vestry will be reaching out to members of the 

congregation who expressed interest in helping in specific areas of our parish life such as 

worship, formation, social events, etc. with a goal of creating a small committee to plan parish 

events/programs. Rev. Kathy is available to facilitate initial zoom meetings of these 

commissions. 

 

 

There was some initial brainstorming about possible events/programs which could occur during 

physical distancing such as forums, coffee hours, women’s luncheons, game nights, book 

discussions, Bible studies, small group dinners. 

 

This information would be used to further lay participation and leadership in the life of the 

parish.  It is also a necessary component of developing an up-to-date profile of St. Paul’s which 

we need for our search process to call a priest-in-charge for our parish.  Rev. Kathy has spoken 

with Canon Kristen about this next step. 

 

A motion was made to have the relevant vestry members develop a list and contact people 

interested in working on specific committees and to set a date and time for an initial planning 
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meeting with those interested in being part of the leadership group and Rev. Kathy. The 

scheduling to be completed by the May vestry meeting. 

The motion passed unanimously.   

Action – vestry members will contact people and set up a meeting, including Rev. Kathy in 

scheduling decisions.  Action – vestry members will communicate with each other to avoid 

having one person overextended by serving on multiple committees. 

 

 Rev. Kathy proposed that the work identified under heading B 1 in the agenda be tabled. B1.  

Proposed:  The vestry will identify 3-5 goals for the interim period of 

May-July with the express purpose of moving the parish towards 1. Developing the lay 

leadership, and  2.  Its goal of identifying and hiring a PIC. (This includes making a decision on 

part-time or full-time clergy, and writing a parish profile in order to identify the gifts that the 

parish believes would be helpful to their growth.) Further, the vestry resolves to work in small 

groups (using zoom meetings until the time they can meet in person) with the interim rector to 

accomplish these goals. 

2.  The vestry agreed. 

 

Reports 

A.  Buildings and Grounds – Bill Garber 

Nick Firestone has been checking on the church, adjusting thermostats and flushing the toilets, 

etc.  Roxie and Marilyn F. have been weeding.  The mowing is contracted out, as is the snow 

plowing, and is continuing.  Action – Bill will get the contact information from Mike Bell for the 

mowing and plowing and send it to the office. 

 

B.  Senior Warden – Patrick 

Patrick has checked with the fire department as to any safety requirements needed for a freezer 

being donated by Chuck and Tina Boddie.  No concern as to where we are planning to place it.  

Confirm that it is grounded. 

C.  Interim Rector – Rev. Kathy 

Kathi is preparing for a new directory for the church.  The vestry members will be sent names 

(this week) of people they are to contact and have already been sent a form they are to fill out for 

each person/family contacted.  Vestry asked to print out these forms and send them to Kathi for 

her to input.  Action - Shelly Bell encouraged using an excel spreadsheet for the acquired data 

and offered to help with preparing the spreadsheet.  Action – vestry members print out the forms, 

contact names they are given and get relevant information, and return the forms to Kathi asap. 

 

The meeting closed at 8:30 with prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Melissa zur Loye 

Clerk 
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MAY 2020 
  

Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

Apr. 26 27 28 29 30 May 1 2 
       

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10:15 am  

Liturgy of the 
Word on 
ZOOM 

7 pm Parish Life 
Committee on 
ZOOM 

7 pm Worship 
Committee on 
ZOOM 

 11:30 am 
Ladies Lunch 
on ZOOM 

Vestry 
Committee 
reports due to 
Clerk 

 

10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 
10:15 am  

Liturgy of the 
Word on 
ZOOM 

 6:30 pm      
Vestry 
meeting 

    

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
10:15 am 

Liturgy of the 
Word on 
ZOOM 

      

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
10:15 am 

Liturgy of the 
Word on 
ZOOM 

 

     

31 
10:15 am 
Liturgy of the 
Word on 
ZOOM  

June 1 2 3 4 

11:30 am 
Ladies Lunch 
on ZOOM 

5 6 

       

 

N
o

te
s 

All on-site church activities have been suspended indefinitely.                   

All Liturgies will be held online (ZOOM meeting ID 2912120372). 


