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The church office is closed at this time, and we are working from home.  Church email is being checked daily 

but we are unable to check the church voicemail, please DON’T leave voicemail at the church number.  

Diocesan news is available on their website at indydio.org including their newsletter. 

But, remember the church isn’t the building, 

it’s all of us!  So what are you doing today?? 
Contact Info: 

Rev. Kathy Thomas cell: 317-670-5960   email: kthomas50mersey@gmail.com  

Parish Administrator Kathi Whipker home: 812-579-5487 cell: 812-603-5028                                              

email: stpaulscolumbusin@gmail.com 

Interim Music Director Michelle Farnsworth cell: 248-921-5314    email: mtigger@ameritech.net  

Custodian Robyn Ingram cell: 812-350-6650   email:robyningram71@gmail.com 

VESTRY: 

Patrick Schumacher Senior Warden   812-764-1957  jpawpschu@hotmail.com 
John Settle  Junior Warden & Outreach  317-989-0267 john.settle@gmail.com 
Cristi Adams  Christian Education & Formation 
Shelly Bell  Parish Life 
Bill Garber  Buildings and Grounds 
Vicki Gust  Worship 
Win Morris  Evangelism, Communication, and Marketing 
Teresa Woods  Parish Life 
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From the Desk of the Interim Rector 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
Yesterday, I missed a call from my sister, Susan, who lives in Georgia.  She was just calling to say “hi’ and check 
in to see how we were doing.  She closed assuring me that except for the crankiness, boredom, and loneliness 
of the times, they were doing fine.  After I hung up, I was so relieved.  It wasn’t just me then, I’m not the only 
one feeling cranky, bored, and lonely.  My other sister in Washington State has assured me that my malaise 
and feelings of sadness are also appropriate.  I don’t really like these feelings.  It is not my normal way of 
being.  But it is, I have been assured, OK to feel this way. 
 
Each month as we have come to “Newsletter” time, I have wanted to write something uplifting or spiritually 
meaningful to share, but these recurring feelings have blocked my ability to find something along those lines. I 
find I am most grateful for those of you who offer words of encouragement and hope to me and to one 
another on Sundays.  I am grateful to be a part of a faith community during this time. 
 
In addition, I am grateful for the words of encouragement and hope that come through magazines, and other 
forms of media.  An article I found in the Spring edition of The General Seminary Quarterly offered me solace 
as I embrace both sadness and hope.  The article by The Rev. Dr. Clair McPherson, a professor at General 
Seminary is entitled “Can Christians Be Both Pessimistic and Hopeful?”  Below is an excerpt from the article. 
 
“The paradoxes of the Incarnation, of the virgin birth, and above all of the healing death that opens the 
doorway of life…these challenging, daring, metanoiac mysteries are always at the center of genuine Christian 
faith, but during times of great stress, confusion, and panic, they come home to us with renewed vigor….I am 
deeply pessimistic,…but very hopeful….It cannot be: hope is a virtue,…and it does defy reason.  For God has 
granted us the gift of reason and the gift of hope, and at critical moments-moments of crisis and judgment-
they often collide….My reason tells me to be pessimistic.  But hope is not rational-it is beyond rational.  I am 
hopeful the Holy Spirit will bring us…the human community-closer together as the crisis drives us physically 
apart; I am hopeful that John Donne’s … remark ‘no one is an island’ may take on a renewed and stronger 
meaning…and that we will realize we are not isolated individuals…I am hopeful that God who brings life out of 
death will do precisely that, in ways known at the moment to God alone…I see very little empirical evidence to 
convince anyone with the sense that “things are getting better”.  But hope is not based on empirical evidence. 
It is based on God, and it is a virtue that tastes sweeter than honey, refreshing as cool water, at this moment.” 
 
I couldn’t agree more.  While I am cranky, bored, and lonely, I am hopeful. Perhaps this is what we needed to 
feel before we would be willing to change our lives. I believe that God will give us the strength, the will, the 
hope, and the courage to bring forth the kingdom. 
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You Say “Good Bye”, I Say “Hello” 
 

from Rev. Kathy Thomas 

 
As we all know, but have become even more aware of 
during the pandemic, lives change. Sometimes they 
change slowly and sometimes they change more 
quickly, but change is inevitable.  Part of change is 
people taking leave from communities and others 
joining a community.  In June, St. Paul’s has 
experienced both. 
 
On June 24th, the Vestry and I received the following 
note from Rachel Foyst. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
Dear Rev. Kathy and Fellow Vestry Members, 
  
 It’s with a heavy heart, after much thought and prayer, that I submit to you my resignation from Vestry. 
During the last few months, Joey has been making connections with the young people of FUMC.  As you’re 
aware, St. Paul’s has not had an active youth/young adult group for some time. Jay and I believe it’s important 
that Joey have the opportunity to socialize and grow, as well as have opportunities to live out his faith with his 
peers.  We also believe it’s important to worship as a family. 
 
 I would like to thank the people of St. Paul’s for giving me the opportunity to serve the church.  I pray 
that God’s blessing be upon each of you and that St. Paul’s will continue to be a place of nurture and care for 
you all. 
 

 In Christ, Rachel 
 
We give thanks for the presence and ministry of Jay, Rachel, and Joey during their time at St. Paul’s and wish 
them Godspeed. 
 

+++++++++++++++ 
 

On May 17th, St. Paul’s received a call from Kailey Warner.  After connecting by text, we finally talked on May 
24rd following worship. Kailey has joined us several times on Sunday Zoom services and I introduced her one 
Sunday.   
 
Kailey is a 2020 graduate of Indiana Wesleyan.  Prior to returning to Columbus she worshipped at Gethsemane 
Episcopal Church in Marion. While the pandemic has hindered getting to know Kailey more fully, I am hopeful 
that over the next few months we will be able to extend a warm St. Paul’s welcome. 
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Outreach News 
 
St. Paul’s Outreach Committee met on Monday, July 22 on Zoom.  The meeting began with a review of the 
mission of St. Paul’s Outreach ministry.  The current mission statement reads: “The purpose of St. Paul’s 
Outreach Committee is to provide education, guidance, planning and implementation of efforts to foster St. 
Paul’s Christian Ministry presence in our local community, diocese, national and international church, and the 
world.”  The committee agreed that St. Paul’s current activities fulfill this mission.  Below are two Outreach 
opportunities for our parish. 

 
“Fishing” in July 

 
A reminder from Outreach that July is 'FISH' month when we collect 
funds for the local food pantries in Columbus, Seymour, and 
Hope.  This year the collection envelope will be mailed with the 2nd 
Quarter statement so please open your mail and make a contribution. 
We will share more information after next week’s service, but in 
these uncertain times lost income and food insecurity is a challenge 
for many local residents served by these organizations.  Thank You. 

 
Don’t Be Left Out in the Cold, Sign Up for Hot Meals! 

 
Looking ahead to the fall, St. Paul’s Outreach Committee plans for the parish to participate in 
the Hot Meals program.  The dates for St. Paul’s are September 15, 29, and October 6.  We will serve our 
meals at Memorial Baptist Church (2320 7th Street, Columbus 47201).  Different from past years, this year’s 
meals will be “take out” only.  Each church that participates provides the dishes to be served and volunteers to 
prepare the meals for pick-up.  Mark your calendar now and watch the Sunday bulletins and August 
Newsletter for information on how to sign up. 
 

St. Paul’s Outreach Grants 

 
At their June meeting, the Outreach Committee reviewed the Guiding Principles for St. Paul’s Outreach Grants 
from budgeted funds.  While St. Paul’s holds fundraisers throughout the year for the benefit of various groups, 
we also include a line item for Outreach in the annual budget.  The guiding principles state that we will split 
budgeted monies 50/50 between local and international groups.  This year’s budget is $2,200.00.  It was 
proposed that $1,000.00 be split between our companion dioceses, Haiti and Brazil as our international grant.  
A check will be sent to the Diocesan Office to disperse accordingly. 

 
Thank You Received 

 
Turning Point sent a kind thank you note to our volunteers who helped out 
there recently: Thank you for taking time out of your day to do yard work at 
the shelter. It looks wonderful!  I am sure the neighbors appreciate the clean-up 

also        It is volunteers such as you that are an asset to Turning Point and to 
the community.  Thanks again, Turning Point.  
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2020 Outreach Calendar “At a Glance” 

 

January 

Annual Meeting Report 
Host Monthly Ecumenical Assembly Meetings 
(Executive Committee: (Officers/Committee chairs and 
Marketing Committee) 

February 

Love Songs for Love Chapel (Community Event) 

Empty Bowls (Food Insecurity Fund Raiser) 

Host Monthly Ecumenical Assembly Meetings 
(Executive Committee: (Officers/Committee chairs and 
Marketing Committee) 

 

March 
Host Monthly Ecumenical Assembly Meetings 
(Executive Committee: (Officers/Committee chairs and 
Marketing Committee) 

April 
Turning Point Yardwork  
Book Buddies Party 

May  

 

June   

July 
Fish Offering (Love Chapel; Hope Community 

Center; Anchor House Seymour) 

August Back to School Open House (TBD) 

 

September Love Chapel Hot Meals (Sept 12;19) 

October Love Chapel Hot Meal (Oct 6) 

November UTO Ingathering  

 

December 
Love Chapel Christmas Concert  
Christmas Pantry Support (Love Chapel) 

School Supply Collection (Jan 2021) 
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July Worship Opportunities 
 
The season of Pentecost is a long stretch.  It is helpful to do something different to keep worship from 
becoming tedious in this season with its ordered Sundays.  Several opportunities to “change it up a little” have 
presented themselves to us at St. Paul’s.   
 

July 12 -   

Our organist and cantor, Michelle and Ryan Farnsworth will be out of town on this day.  Michelle and Ryan are 
the ones who have enabled us to have music from the church, and Michelle sets up her tablet so that we can 
Zoom.  Rather than try to find someone to substitute as organist and try to find someone to set up for Zoom, 
we will take this opportunity to feed some of our brothers and sisters who have been missing the Rite I 
service. 
 
On Sunday, July 12, we will still gather at 10:15 a.m on Zoom, but we will use the Rite I BCP service and we will 
not have music.  Often when we do without something it makes us appreciate that aspect more. Many of us 
also experience the Rite I service as more contemplative, which may be a perfect respite in these turbulent 
times. 
 
My hope is that as we come together to pray in a slightly different way that our awareness of God’s presence 
is renewed and strengthened. 
 

July 19 - 
The Indianapolis Diocese announced an opportunity for all congregations in the diocese to worship online 

together on July 19th at 10 am.  Christ Church Cathedral will welcome Bishop Jennifer to preach and preside 

that day and stream the service online.  The worship service is expected to last about an hour and can be 

accessed through the cathedral’s website: www.cccindy.org.  This will be a nice chance for our congregation to 

try something new and different during our time away from the building – hope to “see” everyone there!  St. 

Paul’s will not have a Liturgy on July 19th, in order to free everyone up to take part in this worship 

experience. 

 

 

On July 26th, we will resume our 

regular 10:15 Rite II Liturgy of the 

Word service on Zoom. 
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Miscellaneous Or is that “Missing Laziness”: 

Updates on Parish Activities 
 

Oh, for those early days of the pandemic when all of us 
were just trying to figure out what was happening! Even 
as we have entered those hazy, lazy days of summer, 
having found new ways to gather and having new 
concerns has brought new activity to our parish life.  
While we are still trying to figure out how to do some of 
the tried and true “normal” activities like formation and 
fellowship, we have been busy meeting to address new 
ways to help us do those things.  Below are some 
updates on those meetings. 
 

Connect with Tech Team -  St. Paul’s has received its 

grant money.  The team has been connecting by       e-
mail and is meeting July 1 to discuss how to proceed.  
Some new information may influence some of our 
purchases.  The team wants to be sure that the funds 
are used in the best way possible for St. Paul’s. 
 

Reopening Guidelines-  St. Paul’s Reopening Team met in June to formulate a plan for reopening for         

in-person worship.  Each parish has to submit their plan to the diocese for approval before they can reopen.  
The Team is currently reviewing the plan and will submit it this month.  In addition, the Team plans to survey 
the parish as to the comfort level of returning to in-person worship before setting a date to open. 
 

A Formation Opportunity -  The opportunity to participate in the College for Congregational  

Development has opened up due to the pandemic.  Instead of an intensive week at Waycross, the 
“College” will be held virtually.  The event will be held during the afternoons of July 15 and 16. 
Workshops will be held from Noon to 4:00 p.m. with presentations at 1:30 and from 3-4:00 p.m. 
There will be assignments and time will be given to enable people to set up virtual meetings with their groups.  
Best of all, the event is free. 
 
If you are interested in being a part of a team for St. Paul’s, please contact Rev. Kathy 
(kthomas50mersey@gmail.com) by Sunday, July 5th.   This is a great opportunity for community building and 
learning more about congregational development for St. Paul’s. You may register on-line any time.  The link for 
registering can be found in this week’s copy of the on-line Diocesan Newsletter. 

 

 

mailto:kthomas50mersey@gmail.com
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Service Schedule 
During this time, we have scheduled Lectors to read and lead prayers.  If you will be unavailable, please find a 
sub, and then email Kathi right away (stpaulscolumbusin@gmail.com) Thanks! 
 
Date  1st Reading  Psalm     2nd Reading   Prayers of the People  
 

 
July 5th 10:15 AM 
 

  Melissa zur Loye Sian Goldsmid    David Thompson Frank Guthrie 
 
July 12th 10:15 AM 
 

  Cheryl Paranavitana     Nancy Morris    Nick Firestone Ken Erickson 
 
July 19th 10:15 AM 
 

Today’s service is a Diocesan-wide service online.  To access go to www.cccindy.org 
 
July 26th  10:15 AM 
 

  Nancy Morris      Ken Erickson    Sian Goldsmid  Melissa zur Loye 
 
August 2nd  10:15 AM 
 

Andrew Goldsmid Nick Firestone     Chuck Boddie David Thompson 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Lay Eucharistic Visitors 
July 5th    July 12th              July 19th            July 26th          August 2nd   

  Roxie Garber     Patrick Schumacher   Nancy Morris        John Settle       Roxie Garber 
 

JUly Birthdays & Anniversaries 
1st Patrick Schumacher 10th Tina Boddie   29th Lou Wenzler 
1st  Victoria Bell  18th Rachel Foyst   29th   Vickie Mueller 
2nd  Judith Gillespie  27th Hank Mueller 
 
                        ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 July 1   Bill & Elizabeth Monette 
July 11    Bill & Roxie Garber 

July 13   Randy & Linda Swonder 
July 14    John & Rosie Settle 

July 25    Michael & Cindy Overmyer 
July 28   Win & Nancy Morris 

 

mailto:stpaulscolumbusin@gmail.com
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St Paul’s Episcopal Church 

Vestry Minutes 
June 9, 2020 

 
The meeting began at 6:35 with prayer. 
 
John Settle moved that the approved May vestry minutes be entered into the record.  Rachel Foyst 
seconded and the motion was approved. 
 
Finances:  John Settle 
The PPP loan has been extended and we have been assured that the loan will be forgiven. 
The pledge and plate offerings were less than budgeted in May but was good for a summer month.  
YTD we have brought in more money than budgeted and our expenditures are down. 
 
Old Business 
 

1. Brochures:  Action for all vestry members: The mission statements from the various 
committees need to be sent to Win Morris when they are completed.  When description of the 
committees’ work is ready that should also be sent to Win Morris. 

2. Sermons:  They are being recorded and sent to John Settle.  Action:  Patrick Schumacher will 
check with John Settle. 

3. The congratulation letters for graduates have been written and are being sent out by the office. 
4. Action:  Bill Garber has been unable to reach Brendan via email to get further information on 

what the diocese needs from us about the question of St. Paul’s incorporation but will keep 
trying. 

 
New Business 
 
Reopening Plans:  Patrick Schumacher 
 
The Vestry discussed how the Zoom worship services are being received.  Some people reported 
liking them and being grateful for them.  Others are feeling disconnected and not fed spiritually.  
Some have heard that people are asking about reopening plans.   
St. Paul’s has a reopening committee of David and Kelli Thompson, Vicki Gust, and Julia Abedian.  
The Bishop’s office has provided a list of questions that the committee must answer and have 
approved at the diocesan level before reopening can occur.  Some of the steps would involve plans 
for keeping our building as safe for us as possible, requiring more intense cleaning and even looking 
at our HVAC system.  Some churches are reopening without books in the pews or choirs, or even 
congregational singing.  We will definitely be practicing physical distancing and wearing masks. 
 
Rev. Kathy suggested we consider some creative ways to gather outside.  Considering a “mass on 
the grass” or people in their cars.  Action:  Vestry members are asked to submit any ideas they have 
or hear to Rev. Kathy or Vicki Gust. 
 
Rev. Kathy spoke with Canon Kristen about steps our parish could take to move us forward in our 
search for a new rector/priest-in-charge.  We missed having the last two of the three Holy 
Conversations that had been scheduled due to Covid-19.  Considering whether to hold church 
sessions on Zoom but concerned as to whether that will be inclusive and productive for us. Concern 
as to how we can learn what we, as a parish, are looking for in new leadership.  Concern about how 
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to feed the parish spiritually while we are not meeting in the church.  Some vestry like Zoom for 
meetings, some do not.  A survey was suggested but not discussed in detail.  Bill Garber suggested 
that we postpone talking about the profile until the Fall.   
 
A parish member has requested using the church for a family celebration.  Action:  Rev. Kathy will 
speak with Bishop’s office to see if it is allowed.  Vestry voted to approve the use if guidelines as to 
use/cleaning are agreed upon and the diocese is okay with it. 
 
Reports 

• Building and Grounds:  Bill Garber.  Michelle is playing the organ on Sundays but otherwise 
the church is not being used.   

• Congregational Development: No mission statement yet but have met.  Committee is in a 
holding pattern until more information about the parish profile is available. 

• Parish Life:  Shelly Bell submitted a written report.  The committee met last Thursday.  People 
are asked to tell Shelly if there are individuals who should be on the card list. 

• Formation:  Cristi Adams.  Rev. Kathy and Cristi spoke last night.  Work is ongoing. 

• Worship:  Vicki Gust.  The group met in May and will meet again in late August/early 
September. 

• Outreach:  John Settle.  Several members helped with cleaning up the Turning Point yard.  
They plan to return in the fall.  Working on a mission statement. 

• Communications/Marketing:  Win Morris.  The committee (Win, Rev. Kathy and Teresa 
Woods) met.  The vestry liaison will coordinate but not be expected to carry out all the 
communications and marketing work.  They are working to establish guidelines for 
communication within the parish.  Rachel Foyst brought up that she is not able to get into our 
Facebook account.  Action:  Patrick Schumacher will try to track down our current password.  
Rachel Foyst will check with Kathi about a flash drive containing an interview last year called 
“Looking Back” for our archive and/or website. 

• Senior Warden:  The church received the tech grant for almost $5,000.  It is being spent on a 
new laptop for the rector’s office, updating the sound system with new mics and receivers, the 
purchase of two cameras and a tablet specifically for streaming, and music licenses. 

• Rev. Kathy:  In light of the death of George Floyd Rev. Kathy asked how the vestry wanted to 
proceed.  The vestry discussed the possibility of congregational conversations about race and 
anti-racism training.  No decision was made.   

 
The vestry will be notified as to whether a July vestry meeting will be held.  It would be at 6:30 on July 
14. 

 
The meeting closed at 8:20 with prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Melissa zur Loye 
Clerk 



11 
 

 

ZOOM:   

6 pm   

Finance 

6:30 pm 

Vestry 

 

11:30 am 

ZOOM Ladies 

Lunch  

7 pm Parish 

Life - ZOOM 

All on-site church activities have been suspended until further notice.                   

All Liturgies will be held online (ZOOM meeting ID 2912120372). 

 

July 19th service is hosted by the Indianapolis Diocese and can            

be found at www.cccindy.org 

10:15 am 

Rite 1 

Liturgy 

on ZOOM 

no music 

 

10 am 

Diocesan 

Worship online  
www.cccindy.org 

 
10:15 am 

Liturgy of the 

Word on 

ZOOM         

Fish collection 

ends 

 

4th of 

July 

Noon – 4pm 

College for Congregational 

Development - online 

10:15 am 

Liturgy of the 

Word on 

ZOOM         

Fish collection 

begins 

 


