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The church office is closed at this time, and we are working from home.  Church email is being checked daily 

but we are unable to check the church voicemail, please DON’T leave voicemail at the church number.  

Diocesan news is available on their website at indydio.org including their newsletter. 

But, remember the church isn’t the building, 

it’s all of us!  So, what are you doing today?? 
Contact Info: 

Rev. Kathy Thomas cell: 317-670-5960   email: kthomas50mersey@gmail.com  

Parish Administrator Kathi Whipker home: 812-579-5487 cell: 812-603-5028                                              

email: stpaulscolumbusin@gmail.com 

Interim Music Director Michelle Farnsworth cell: 248-921-5314    email: mtigger@ameritech.net  

Custodian Robyn Ingram cell: 812-350-6650   email:robyningram71@gmail.com 

VESTRY: 

Patrick Schumacher Senior Warden   812-764-1957  jpawpschu@hotmail.com 
John Settle  Junior Warden & Outreach  317-989-0267 john.settle@gmail.com 
Cristi Adams  Christian Education & Formation 
Shelly Bell  Parish Life 
Bill Garber  Buildings and Grounds 
Vicki Gust  Worship 
Win Morris  Evangelism, Communication, and Marketing 

THE VENITE –August 2020 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
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A PRAYER FOR THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT  

AMONG THE PEOPLE OF GOD 
(Presiding Bishop Michael Curry has called the entire Episcopal Church to prayer 

 with these words this Pentecost Season) 
 

God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing presence and the hope you provide in times of uncertainty 

and loss. Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world: a people 

who pray, worship, learn, break bread, share life, heal neighbors, bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the 

Spirit. Wherever and however we gather, unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission, that we and the 

whole creation might be restored and renewed, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
PRAYING IN COLOR 

Please join us on Wednesday, August 19, from 11 a.m. to noon, for an educational session on Praying in Color 
led by Cindy Overmyer.   
 
What it is:  Praying in Color is a prayer form, developed by author Sybil MacBeth, that combines movement 
(your hand and arm across the paper) with lines, shapes, colors, and a few words, in order to help focus and 
calm the mind and body for prayer and “quiet time” with God. 
 
What you need:  No artistic training or talent is necessary!  You will need a bit of a playful and exploring spirit.  
And some drawing paper (any type or size, including notebook or printer paper) and a pen or pencil that you 
like to write or doodle with (maybe a black gel pen, Micron, or “ultra-fine” tip Sharpie).  Also, if you have 
them, some colored pencils or markers for coloring.  (If markers, test them along with your drawing pen to be 
sure they won’t smear your lines.)  Though it’s called Praying in Color, the color is optional, but definitely 
helpful.   
 
What we’ll be doing:  Along with Melissa zur Loye and Rev. Kathy, Cindy will introduce the Praying in Color 
idea and share some of her experience with it.  Then we’ll do some doodling warm-up and make a 
“vocabulary” of shapes, lines, and patterns.  We’ll explore names for God, such as Loving Spirit or Holy 
Creator, as a starting point for the first prayer drawing/ doodling prayer.  Then we’ll give it a try together, 
doing one or two examples, with time to share what we noticed and (only if it feels comfortable) perhaps 
share what we made.  Questions and comments are welcome throughout!  
 
To learn more:  More information about Praying in Color is on Sybil’s web site prayingincolor.com where you’ll 
find her blog, many examples and templates, her story, and information about her books.  For a quick 
overview, click on the box “What is Praying in Color?” at the lower left of her home page.  If you’d like to see 
Cindy’s drawings, you can visit her blog at mostlymarkers.blogspot.com for her Advent and Lent calendars and 
some prayer drawings. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to e-mail Cindy at cindyovermyer@sbcglobal.net or call her at 812-
799-7234. 
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DEVELOPMENTAL TASKS IN THE INTERIM CHURCH 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers of St. Paul’s, 
 
Last Sunday as we met with Bishop Jennifer for the Town Hall meeting, I heard her refer to the Developmental 
Tasks for churches in transition.  When I was originally approached to come to St. Paul’s, I was presented with 
a list of those tasks.  Canon Kristen and I talked about ways St. Paul’s could work through the tasks.  The three  
scheduled “Holy Conversations” were meant to be a way to address some of the tasks as the parish moves 
through the transition.  Covid-19 brought the process to a screeching halt as we worked to continue our lives 
together virtually. 
 
When I heard the Bishop refer to them again on Sunday, I wondered if anyone had presented the tasks to the 
vestry or parish.  Unless you know what the tasks are there is no way to work through them.  Below is a list of 
the tasks, their focus, and an example of a sign when the task has not been resolved, and a sign when it has 
been. 
 
My hope is that this information can guide us in this time of transition. 
 
1.  Coming to Terms with History 
     Focus: 
 *Putting history in perspective 
 * Honoring what has been both good and bad 
 *Appropriate discussion and grieving toward acceptance in order to move on. 
 
     Example of Non-Resolution: 
 
             *Stuck in grief or anger 
             *Nostalgia for what no longer is 
 
     Example of Resolution: 
 
              * Living with a focus on the present, accepting the past 
               * Stabilizing membership/giving/participation 
 
2.  Seeking and Discovering a New Identity 
      Focus:  
                * Is the congregation’s image of itself realistic? 
                * Is the interim time viewed as an opportunity for growth and renewal? 
                * Does the church see itself as an entity without a rector? 
                * Separating the church’s identity from the rector’s personality and style. 
 

Example of Non-Resolution: 
*Resistance to self-assessment 
*Same leaders remain in the same roles with the same practices 
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Example of Resolution: 
*Willing to honestly reflect, self-assess, and study 
* Openness to inclusion and change 

 
3. Managing and Facilitating shifts in Power and Leadership. 
  Focus: 
           * Healthy, realistic decision making. 
           * Managing Conflicts    
  

   Example of Non-resolution:   
             *Lack of clarity in decision making 
 
   Example of Resolution: 
              *Shared leadership in maintenance and developmental tasks 
              * Both old and new leaders involved 

 
4.  Strengthening Denominational Relationships      
  Focus: 
            *Healthy partnership with the diocese 
            * Authority: dependency, interdependency, counter-dependency 
            * Addressing the congregation’s tendency to see diocesan leadership from the same perspective as the   
                 former rector. 
             * Exploring the past history of the relationship considering trust and money. 
 
        Example of Non-Resolution: 
                *Criticism of diocesan personnel and programs 
                * “Us” versus “Them” point of view 
 
         Example of Resolution:   

*Willingness to accept help and resources     
* Shared sense of “Us” 

 
5.  Commitment to New Leadership and the Future 
 Focus: 
                  *Shared vision of the future.     

     *Seeking a good match between clergy and congregation          
     *Clear and shared expectations between the clergy and congregation 

 
        Example of Non-Resolution:  

     *Anxiety and rushing of the search process   
 
 Example of Resolution:  
      *Increased involvement and ownership of programs 
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News around the Parish . . . 
 

 

 

 

 

Michael and Taylor Gust were married June 7th, in a small 

ceremony at her parents’ home.  Congratulations! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God's Blessings on Emily & Jonathan Heck as they welcome a 

precious daughter into their family on July 21, 2020.  Emerson 

Mari Heck was 19 ¼ inches long and weighed 6 lbs. 5 oz.  Mom, 

baby and Dad are doing great!!  Emerson joins our Parish Family 

as well as the following inner circle:  Proud GramE & GrampE are 

Deborah & Paul Elliott.  Proud Aunt & Uncle are Stacy & Eric Elliott.  Proud Cousin is Noah.  Proud Great-

grandparents are Marilyn & Don Wools.  Proud Great Aunt & Uncle are Susan & David DeBolt.  Proud First 

Cousins Once Removed are Allison & Megan DeBolt.  Happy news indeed!! 

 

 

Graduate News – Elizabeth Bell 

Hello all! I just finished up my last semester at Purdue and 

graduated with a B.S. Actuarial Science & Applied Statistics with 

minors in Management and Economics. The graduation ceremony 

was cancelled of course but I was still able to celebrate with close 

family and a few friends.  My boyfriend, or should I say fiancé, 

graduated with a B.S. Computer Science. In March right before 

everything got shut down we got engaged. We have definitely not 
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set a date because that is the least of our concerns right now 

especially with the pandemic and places not being open.  

 

We are both very fortunate that we found our jobs in the fall and 

that we still have them. Alex will be working for Garmin which 

makes smart watches and trackers and other software and I will 

be working for Security benefit, a retirement solutions provider.  

Both of these jobs will take us to Kansas City, Kansas! We moved 

into an apartment out there at the end of May.  We are both very 

excited!  

12310 W 119th Place, APT 417, Overland Park, KS 66213-5720 

 

Graduate News – Joey Foyst 

Joseph "Joey" Foyst is the son of Jay and Rachel Foyst and has been a 

member of St. Paul's since 2017. 

I've been homeschooled since 1st grade and have been active in scouting 

for 12 years. I became an Eagle Scout in 2016 and am currently serving as 

an Assistant Scoutmaster for Troop 552. Since 2018, I've been a volunteer 

at Utopia Wildlife Rehabilitators where I work as a wildlife caretaker and 

handler and I also assist with bookkeeping. 

Some of my duties include preparing and 

distributing food for the animals, greeting 

visitors who bring injured or orphaned 

wildlife, and assisting in live animal 

education programs. I also enjoy singing, 

drawing, and traveling.  I am currently 

working towards a degree in mathematics.  

 

 

 

Graduate News – Isabelle Settle 

Isabelle Settle graduated from High School in May and plans to attend 

Ball State University this fall studying nursing.  
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Thank Yous 😊 

THANK YOU to all of the parishioners of St. Paul's who have called, visited, stopped by to make deliveries.  
Your thoughtfulness is much appreciated. 
~~ Judith Gillespie  
 
Dear St. Paul’s parish family, 
I want to thank you all for your prayers, concern, calls, cards, and assistance in these past four weeks since I 
tripped and broke my right wrist while watering sod in my backyard.  Healing is progressing well according to 
the radiographs taken this past Friday and the very heavy cast that extended above my elbow has been 
replaced with a smaller, lighter one.  
I’m very blessed to be a part of St. Paul’s. 
With deep gratitude, Kate Milliman 
 
 

 

 
 
Victoria Bell is involved in The Mask Project sponsored by the Columbus Area Art Council. She is one of the 
featured artists who designed a fabric to be used in creating masks, and her fabric is one of three featured in 
the logo (lower left, blue and white mask) – how awesome! Not only did she submit a design, Victoria has also 
been sewing masks for the project. They are in need of more volunteers to cut fabric and to sew. All materials 
are provided. They just need the manpower.  You can find more information about the project 
here  https://www.artsincolumbus.org/the-mask-project   
  
I encourage you to visit the site to see the artist’s designs, they are really cool and reflect the personality of 
the designer. The masks are currently being given away free of charge at the Visitor’s Center, the 
Bartholomew County Public Library, and Viewpoint Books. The goal is to make and give away 7,500 masks. 
That is a very big goal, and will need many volunteers to make it happen.  If you have some time to volunteer, 
I am sure any help would be appreciated. Please check out the website and see how you can be a part of this 
great effort. 
 

https://www.artsincolumbus.org/the-mask-project
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ST. PAUL’S OUTREACH OVERVIEW  

AND A BRIEF HISTORY OUR LOVE CHAPEL 
 

St. Paul’s has been blessed through the years by a continued growth in participation and support in the 
projects and programs coordinated by the Outreach Commission.  The growth in our Outreach initiatives has 
been made possible through the generous gifts of time, talent and treasure by all.  This increased support 
through the years has enabled us to "live out" our Baptismal Covenant to "seek and serve Christ in all persons, 
loving our neighbors as ourselves". 
 
Even in this “special year” the Outreach Commission has been involved in numerous activities, and a calendar 
of the events is attached as a summary for your information. 
 
One of our principal Outreach ministries, in Bartholomew County, is Love Chapel (also known as the 
Ecumenical Assembly of Bartholomew County Churches).   
 
Not everyone may be aware of the history of our connection to Love Chapel.  St. Paul’s is part of the 25 
member churches on the Ecumenical Assembly Board that govern and direct Love Chapel’s ministry in 
Bartholomew County, making it essentially an integral part of our Outreach ministry.  In fact, St. Paul’s was 
one of the original member churches engaged in the development of this ministry. 
 
Love Chapel roots date back to over 50 years ago when a small group of Christian people, Catholic and 
Protestant, lay and clergy, from various local churches began meeting together to share with one another and 
to discover what kind of witness Christians were called to make in the local community. There was a hunger 
and a readiness for some sort of ecumenical expression and cooperation. In the beginning this group was 
basically a forum for communication, a sharing of common faith, and an understanding and appreciation of 
the different expressions of that faith.  
 
In a world of crisis and change, the group saw an opportunity for compassionate Christians to come together 
and discuss how churches could act in concert for the people of Bartholomew County. It became apparent 
that, individually, churches did not have sufficient resources to make significant responses to some needs, but 
collectively they discovered exciting possibilities.  
 
Beginning in 1970, the Ecumenical Assembly sponsored several far-reaching community ministries. Some of 
these, such as the Emergency Assistance Fund, are still operated by the Assembly. In November 1971, the 
Ecumenical Assembly of Bartholomew County Churches was incorporated. 
 
By 1973, the Board of Directors realized that as the programs and tasks of the Assembly became ever more 
challenging and time consuming, consistent direction needed to be given to the work of the Assembly. 
Therefore, in 1975 the first Executive Director was hired and the Assembly gratefully accepted title to the Love 
Chapel Mission Center building, at 311 Center Street, from the estate of Miss Elsie Sweeney through the Irwin-
Sweeney-Miller Foundation. Love Chapel Center now houses the Ecumenical Assembly office, Emergency 
Assistance and FISH programs.  
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Through the years, the Ecumenical Assembly has sponsored or supported various programs and projects 
including: 

• A presentation by a Catholic priest and Presbyterian minister from Northern Ireland  
• Pulpit exchanges  
• An ecumenical youth ministry  
• A Sunday School for the mentally handicapped  
• Contemporary Community Celebrations which provided new modes and methods of worship, a new 

sense of community, and a response to God in a more informal, ecumenical and participative way  
• "Learning to Live," a television series on transactional analysis  
• "The Christian Views the News," a panel discussion broadcast on Channel 5 and WCSI  
• Bible study courses  
• Workshops on worship  
• Drug abuse and child abuse programs  
• Parents Without Partners, which originated in the Assembly  
• Sans Souci, Inc., formed by an ad hoc committee comprised of Assembly members  
• The Migrant Ministry  
• Rent Subsidy Program at Lincoln Village and Oxford Square  
• Columbus Christian Clowns  
• Task forces addressing Juvenile and Isolated Elderly issues  
• Telephone Reassurance Committee  
• Vietnamese Relocation Committee  
• Laotian Stitchery Exhibit  
• Victim Offender Reconciliation Program  
• Ecumenical Good Friday and Thanksgiving services  
• Combined choir programs  
• Cooperative vacation church schools  
• Christmas Food Pantry 

In more recent years, the opening of the Brighter Days shelter and improvements to the Food Pantry enabled 
the growth in ministries that address food and housing insecurity.   
 
St. Paul’s, since the beginning of this ministry, has provided its support in numerous ways.  Our ongoing 
collection of food, the annual FISH offering ingathering and our Hot Meal participation enable the 
continuation of the food insecurity ministry.  The many members of St. Paul’s who volunteer their time to 
work in the ministry and/or serve on the Board and Board committees help direct the continuation of the 
work today and into the future.  These are just a few of the ways we have, and continue to be, engaged in this 
work.  
 
In June alone, over 2,500 individuals were served in the Food Pantry.  In the case of Brighter Days, which has 
just reopened due to the pandemic and is operating at reduced capacity, an average of 8 individuals have 
been provided overnight shelter. 
 
An overview of the current day is showcased in the most recent newsletter (attached).   
 
If you have an interest in becoming more involved in the work of Love Chapel, there are numerous volunteer 
opportunities!  You can contact Love Chapel directly and/or talk to a member of the Outreach Commission.  
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COFFEE HOUR RETURNS THIS SUNDAY, AUGUST 2nd 
On ZOOM 

 
A big Thank You those who were able to attend last Sunday’s Town Hall Meeting with Bishop Jennifer.  We had 

a nice turnout and dialogued for an hour and a half.  This Sunday we will have a “Virtual Coffee Hour” after our 

10:15 liturgy – those who can, grab a cup of coffee and a treat and come back to the computer for a casual 

gathering.  In addition to sharing things going on in your 

life, there will be an opportunity for anyone to share 

what was learned from the town hall meeting or bring 

up questions from that session as well. 

We have learned that many churches are having coffee 

hour on Zoom and it has been a great success.  We look 

forward to adding this to our weekly offerings as a 

chance to fellowship even while apart. 
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Service Schedule 
During this time, we have scheduled Lectors to read and lead prayers.  If you will be unavailable, please find a 
sub, and then email Kathi right away (stpaulscolumbusin@gmail.com) Thanks! 
 
Date  1st Reading  Psalm     2nd Reading   Prayers of the People  

 
August 2nd  10:15 AM 
 

Andrew Goldsmid Nick Firestone     Chuck Boddie David Thompson 
 

August 9th 10:15 AM 
 

  Melissa zur Loye Ken Erickson      David Thompson Frank Guthrie 
 
August 16th 10:15 AM 
 

  Cheryl Paranavitana     Nancy Morris    Nick Firestone Andrew Goldsmid 
 
August 23rd 10:15 AM 
 

Chuck Boddie       Frank Guthrie     David Thompson Melissa zur Loye 
 

August 30th  10:15 AM 
 

  Nancy Morris   Ken Erickson    Sian Goldsmid  Cheryl Paranavitana 
 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Lay Eucharistic Visitors 
August 2nd     August 9th               August 16th           August 23rd     August 30th   

  Roxie Garber     Patrick Schumacher   Nancy Morris        John Settle       Roxie Garber 
 

August Birthdays & Anniversaries 
1st  Cristi Adams   14th  Rosie Settle  18th  Warner Fisher 
2nd  Braden Miller   15th  Chuck Boddie  23rd Barb Parker 
4th Andrew Smithson  16th Andre Abedian 25th Lucy Hosterman 
 
                        ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 August 4 Mike & Shelly Bell 
August 6 Chuck & Tina Boddie 

August 8 Andrew & Sian Goldsmid 
August 9 Ryan & Ashley Fisher 

August 11 Hank & Vickie Mueller 
August 19 Patrick & Jill Schumacher 
August 20 Dick & Carolyn Weaver 

mailto:stpaulscolumbusin@gmail.com
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St Paul’s Episcopal Church 
Vestry Minutes 
July 14, 2020 

 
Present:  Rev. Kathy, Shelly Bell, Bill Garber, Vicki Gust, Win Morris, Patrick Schumacher, 

Melissa zur Loye 

Absent:  Cristi Adams, John Settle 

 

The meeting began at 6:35 with prayer. 

Rachel Foyst and Teresa Woods have resigned from the vestry.  Therefore, four vestry 

members will now be sufficient for a quorum. 

The approved June vestry minutes will be entered into the record.   

 

Finances:  Rev. Kathy 

The PPP loan has been extended to 24 weeks and we have been assured that the loan will be 

forgiven. 

The signature cards are being updated.   

The tech grant money has been put in the unrestricted fund. 

Action: Bill Garber will check with Mike Bell as to where the PPP funds are on the financial 

sheet. 

June saw a larger than expected negative cash flow of $5,800.  However, expenditures were 

also way down as the church building is not in use. 

The finance report was accepted and entered into the record. 

 

Old Business 

 

1. The Reopening Committee met and Kelli Thompson has created a summary document which 

has been shared with the vestry.  It answers the questions which the diocese required before 

any reopening could occur. After discussion, Vicki Gust moved that we submit the document 

as written to the diocese.  Bill Garber seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  The 

senior warden was asked to express the vestry’s sincere appreciation to the reopening 

committee for all their hard work. 

 

New Business 

 

Rev. Kathy and Patrick Schumacher spoke with Canon Kristen today about how St. Paul’s can 

move forward with their healing, their transition prep work of creating a parish profile, and their 

search for a priest-in-charge.  Jennifer Phelps is the new transition person at the diocesan 

office and she will help.  Rev. Barbara Kemp was also available for the phone call.  Concerns 

about the two vestry resignations and the lack of Holy Conversations which had been 

scheduled for March and April led to Bishop Jennifer indicating that she would like to have a 

town hall type meeting with St. Paul’s.  She will be on vacation in August so Action:  Rev. 

Kathy will try to set a date in late July. 
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Shelly Bell suggested an exchange of questions between the congregation and the Bishop 

before the meeting.  Action:  The office will ask the congregation to submit questions for the 

Bishop to Melissa zur Loye asap. 

Action:  Rev. Kathy will ask that the Bishop send questions for the congregation in advance. 

Reports 

• Building and Grounds:  Bill Garber.  Nick Firestone suggested replacing the filters with high 

efficiency ones before the church reopens.  The new audio equipment has arrived and is being 

installed.  Patrick said that a walk-through of the church showed that there is some 

deterioration of one of the outside columns which will be checked out but that the HVAC 

system has been checked out and is in good shape.   

• Congregational Development: There is a diocesan workshop the vestry is encouraged to 

attend.   

• Parish Life:  Shelly Bell reported that the committee met last week and is considering an 

outside parish picnic in mid-September and a zoom coffee hour. 

• Formation:  There will be a Praying in Color workshop offered by Cindy Overmyer and Melissa 

zur Loye in August. 

• Worship:  Vicki Gust.  A reminder will be sent out to the congregation about the worship 

service being live streamed from the cathedral later in July. 

• Outreach:  Reminder that this is FISH month and envelopes have been included in the 2nd 

quarter statements being mailed out this coming week. 

 

The meeting closed at 8:15 with prayer. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Melissa zur Loye 
Clerk 
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All on-site church activities have been suspended until further notice.                   

All Liturgies will be held online (ZOOM meeting ID 2912120372). 

 

10:15 am 

Liturgy of the 

Word on 

ZOOM     

    COFFEE 

HOUR      

 
10:15 am 

Liturgy of the 

Word on 

ZOOM       

   COFFEE 

HOUR      

 

 

ZOOM:   

6 pm   

Finance 

6:30 pm 

Vestry 

 

11:30 am 

ZOOM Ladies 

Lunch  

7 pm Parish 

Life - ZOOM 

10:15 am 

Liturgy of the 

Word on 

ZOOM 

    COFFEE 

HOUR      

         

 

10:15 am 

Liturgy of the 

Word on 

ZOOM        

  COFFEE 

HOUR      

 

 

10:15 am 

Liturgy of the 

Word on 

ZOOM    

  COFFEE 

HOUR      

    

11 am 

PRAYING 

IN COLOR 

on ZOOM          

 


