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SEPTEMBER 2021 

From the Interim Rector 
Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

 A few weeks ago, I shared the following prayer during my sermon.  I believe it is appropriate not only for individuals, 
but also for faith communities.  During this time of transition, it might be helpful to acknowledge that while we may not know 
what the church of the future will look like, God trusts that St. Paul’s has the gifts and the will to “welcome the new, and to see 
possibilities …”.  I invite you to use this prayer as a daily affirmation that God does have a plan for St. Paul’s and that it is being 

shaped even now as we trip and struggle and continue to grow in the love and service of Jesus Christ.  Rev. Kathy  

I Praise You for What Is Yet To Be 
(when praying for the community, substitute we/our/us for the pronouns) 

 
Wondrous Worker of Wonders, 
I/We praise you 
Not alone for what has been, 
          Or for what is, 
                 But for what is yet to be, 
for you are gracious beyond all telling of it. 
 
I/We praise you  
That out of the turbulence of my/our life/lives 
           a kingdom is coming, 
                   is being shaped even now 
                            out of my/our slivers of loving, 
                                    my/our bits of trusting, 
                       my/our sprigs of hoping, 
                                     my/our tootles of laughing, 
                                     my/our drips of crying, 
                                     my/our smidgens of worshipping; 
that out of my/our songs and struggles 
         out of my/our griefs and triumphs, 
                 I/we am/are gathered up and saved, 
for you are gracious beyond all telling of it. 
 
I/We praise you 
That you turn me/us loose 
          to go with you to the edge of now and maybe,  
                 to welcome the new , 
                         to see my/our possibilities, 
                                   to accept my/our limits, 
and yet begin living to the limit, 
         of passion and compassion  
                   until, 
                            released by joy, 
I/we uncurl to other people 
        And to your kingdom coming, 
For you are gracious beyond all telling of it. 
                                           From Guerillas of Grace: Prayers for the Battle by Ted Loder 
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Outreach 

Book Buddies at Schmitt Elementary School 

Book Buddies began the week of August 30th with everyone wearing masks. This year Schmitt Elementary 
welcomed a new Coordinator, Chris Barrick, who has been a site supervisor before and worked with the 
program for 5 years. Book Buddies work with 2nd and 3rd Grade students in the mornings when the stu-
dents are fresh. The Buddies listen to the students reading out loud, helping them develop their reading 
skills. Studies show that if children leave third grade reading below grade-level, they may struggle for the 
remainder of their school experience. The Schmitt program operates Monday to Thursday from 10:15-10:45 
am and 11:00-11:30 am. 
 
For more information visit the BCSC website. Volunteers have to complete an Enrollment Form and Back-
ground Check.  
 

St. Paul’s Welcomes Students Back to School 

Once again St. Paul's had the honor of treating our neighbors to Ice Cream at the 
Schmitt Elementary School Open House. 
  
The weather could NOT have been better.  We went through nine gallons of ice 
cream, masses of popsicles, and even ran back to the church for a few cookies to 
distribute before all was said and done. 
  
Many thanks to Andrew Goldsmid for organizing this 
year's event and Andrew, Debbie Henry, Nancy 
McKinney, Nancy Morris, Linda Swonder, and Barb 
Parker for their help in serving the parents and stu-
dents. 
  
A great time was had by all. 
 

Thanks to the talent of Melissa zur Loye 
and Sarah DeLap, we also placed a cool 
sign near our drive for the first couple 
weeks of school, welcoming all the Schmitt 
students back for the year. It was a terrific 
way to reach out, and continue our partner-
ship with our next-door neighbors! 
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Formation 

 

Book Study: “Redemptive Intimacy” begins Sunday, Sept. 12 
 

Redemptive Intimacy proclaims a highly readable message: “As Church, 
we form a counter culture to our world, but a counter culture of the most 
ironic sort.  We seek not to coerce and badger our neighbors, but to live 
our lives of intimacy in trusting openness to them, always hoping that 
they may see in us something of the ‘parable of God’ and finally get the 
point of it all.” 
 
The Introductory Session of the Book Study: Redemptive Intimacy will 
be held on Sunday, September 12th.  The first session will meet from 
11:30 to 12:30 in the church Conference Room and on Zoom.  The Book 
Study will follow a hybrid format meaning that some of the meetings 
will be on Zoom only and some will be in-person and on Zoom. The 
Zoom meeting ID will be 291 212 0372 password: church. Following are 
the dates, times and topics of each session. Sunday sessions will be held 
after worship, and Wednesday sessions are in the evening. 
 
Sun., Sept. 12 (11:30-12:30) In-person at St. Paul’s and on Zoom. 
* (Please bring a laptop if possible). “Experience is Revelatory” and 
“The Dialogue Group” 
Wed., Sept. 22 (6:30-7:45) Zoom only: Chapter 1:Tracing the Beginnings of the Journey 
Wed., Sept. 29 (6:30-7:45) Zoom only:  Chapter 2: Correctly Naming the Challenge 
 Sun., Oct. 3 (11:30-12:30) In-person, Conference Room and on Zoom. *(Bring laptop). 
 Chapter 3: Faith vs. Religion 
Wed., Oct. 13 (6;30-7:45) Zoom only: Chapter 4: Back to the Jewish Roots of Faith 
Wed., Oct. 20 (6:30-7:45) Zoom Only: Chapter 5: A Proclamation of Christian Faith 
Sun., Oct. 24 (11:30-12:30) In-person and on Zoom: Chapter 6: Breaking Camp Again *Laptop 
Wed., Nov. 3 (6:30-7:45) Zoom only: Chapter 7: Redemptive Intimacy 
Wed., Nov. 10 (6:30-7:45)  Zoom only: Chapter 8: Walk with the Lord 
Sun.,  Nov 14 (11:30-1:00)  In -person and on Zoom: Chapter 9: Know Me  *Bring Laptop 
(This will be the groups final session of the book study.  We will discuss the final chapter, and talk about 
where we go from here.  A light lunch will be provided.) 
 
All those who are currently signed up will receive their books on Sept. 12th.  If you have not signed up, but 
are interested, we have purchased a couple of extra books.  Please contact Rev. Kathy to let her know if you 
would like to join the group. 
 
Bible Study Resuming 

 
Weekly Bible Study begins again on Wednesday, September 
8th from 11-12:15. Join us over zoom to discuss the readings for the 
coming Sunday’s worship service. It is a great opportunity to share 
insights and perspectives and deepen our understanding of the scrip-
tures. If you have any questions, feel free to contact Melissa zur 
Loye (812-603-0762) or just drop in! 
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       Buildings and Grounds 

The members of the Building & Grounds Committee are always busy.   

 

CinLee Cleaning - This past month we have hired a cleaning crew, CinLee, to help us keep our beloved 
building clean and orderly.  Many thanks go out to Kelli Thompson and Nancy Morris for working their way 
through the screening & interview process to procure this company.  If you notice an area that needs a bit 
more TLC, let one of them know and they will pass along that information to CinLee. 

 

Rumpke Recycling - Please be aware that St. Paul’s has recently GONE GREEN.  While we have always 
attempted to recycle using various volunteers within the Parish, we found we needed a consistent routine and 
so reached out to Rumpke who also picks up our trash.  They are now contracted to pick up our recycling as 
well.  For convenience, there are blue recycling tubs in the stairwell just off the kitchen.  After church on Sun-
day, ALL recycling needs to be moved from the blue tubs into the Rumpke RECYCLING Tote located out-
side our back door, and the tote needs to be pulled to the Union Street curb.  If you would be willing to take a 
turn, please contact Barb Parker, Sr. Warden (812-343-5379). 

 

Exterior Cross - One other project is in the works, a cross for the exterior of 
our church.  This has been something the parish wanted for quite some time, 
and much thought has gone into both the cross and its placement. It has been 
created by Repp & Mundt and as you read this article, it is receiving an outer 
coating of copper and a sealant to keep its shine for longer. The cross is to be 
placed early in September, weather permitting. Many thanks to the Buildings 
and Grounds Commission for all the hard work on this project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You 

 

 

The family of Bert Christopher wishes to 
thank our      minister, Rev. Kathy, and all our 
church family for a lovely funeral service. 
Your prayers, memorials, flowers, cards,    
delicious food, and all your support were so     
appreciated. We shall be ever grateful.  
 

In God’s Love, Julia Christopher 
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Outreach 

If your life’s mission is to be the hands & feet of Christ, we have some opportunities for you!   

 

Hot Meals 

St. Paul’s has three Hot Meals dates coming up:  September 21, 28 and October 5.  All Tuesdays from 5-6:00.  
All at Memorial Baptist Church located at 2320 7th Street.  All Grab & Go.  We’ll need volunteers to organize 
the food, to prepare the food, and to serve the food.  The sign-up sheets are on the Bulletin Boards located in 
the Parish Hall.  OR you can contact Barb Parker at parker3208@comcast.net or text/call her at 812-343-
5379. 

 

Pride Festival  

Another opportunity coming up quickly would be to 
represent St. Paul’s at the local Pride Festival on Satur-
day, September 18th.  This requires a loving heart and a 
smile.  We will have a table and distribute brochures 
during the Festival.   Contact Annettia Ison-Doll at an-
nettia.ison@gmail.com  for more information. 

 

Love Chapel’s Worship in the Park  

While St. Paul’s had planned to join with Asbury Methodist in a joint worship service on September 12th, we 
have reluctantly decided to bow out this year as the numbers of COVID+ people in our community continue 

to rise.  We were very excited to participate in this Worship in the Park event coordinated by the Ecumenical 
Assembly, and hope to do so next year.  If you wish to attend this year, information about when and where 
services are being held can be found on Love Chapel’s Facebook page.  

 

Parish Life 
Ladies Lunch 

Our monthly lunch is back on track with a few twists—we will meet on the second Wednesday of the month 
at 11:30 am.  For now, we will meet in the parish hall or outside (weather permitting) so pack a lunch or grab 
some take-out and join other ladies of the parish for a casual get-together.  We can catch up on each other’s 
lives and enjoy an afternoon together.  Hope to see you there! 

 

Men’s Lunch 

The ladies of the parish have been meeting for a monthly lunch for several years now, and the men have de-
cided they would like to join in the fun!  The men of St. Paul’s will have a monthly lunch date on the last 

Thursday of each month at noon at Upland Pump House Brewery, 148 Lindsey Street. If you have questions 
or need more information, please contact Lalith Paranavitana (812-447-8875).  

 

 

mailto:parker3208@comcast.net
mailto:annettia.ison@gmail.com
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Vestry 

 
Minutes from August 10, 2021 

 

Present:  Shelly Bell, Bill Garber, Vicki Gust, Barb Parker, Nancy Morris, John Settle, Kelli 
Thompson, and Melissa zur Loye. 

A quorum was present 
A motion to enter the previously approved vestry minutes into the record was made, se-

conded, and passed unanimously. 

Finance:  John Settle 

There was a negative cash flow of $206 for July but the finances continue to be good over-
all.  Per the finance report:  YTD Actual Pledge & Plate Offerings and Investment In-
come are $87,566 as compared to the budget of $86,200 for a positive difference of 
$1,366. YTD Actual Pledge and Plate Offerings are $87,566 as compared to the previ-
ous year of $97,648 for a negative difference of ($10,082). YTD Actual Expenditures 
are $85,075 vs. $98,552 budgeted for a positive difference of $13,477. 

The finance committee has developed a procedure for determining if/how to spend invest-
ment income.  This was presented to the vestry and the vestry plan to study it and vote 
on the procedure at next month’s vestry meeting. Action:  Vestry members asked to re-
view document. 

Old Business: 

Action: The vestry was reminded to complete Safeguarding God’s Children ASAP 
Action: The vestry was reminded to check in with parish members to update them on up-

coming events at St. Paul’s and confirm their information for the new directory by the 
end of August. 

Action: John Settle is exploring small gifts which could be distributed to newcomers/
neighbors. 

Action: Rev. Kathy is making contact with Asbury United Methodist Church with whom 
we are to have a joint worship service on September 12th for “Worship in the Park”. 

Nancy Morris has arranged for CinLee Cleaning Service to begin cleaning the church be-
ginning this Friday.  They clean other churches.  They will clean once a week for 8 
hours for $725 per month.  Kelli Thompson pointed out that the outside of the church 
needs to be cleaned also and was thanked for spending 8 hours cleaning the church for 
Bert Christopher’s funeral. 

 

 

 

 

 

(cont’d on page 7) 
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Vestry 

 

 
(August Minutes, cont. from page 6) 
 
New Business: 

The vestry now has its own email account.  Action: Kelli will send us the details. 
The COVID-19 guidelines have been updated.  Masks are again required within the church 

building.  Singing must be quiet and with the masks on and social distancing must be 
maintained. 

The mission/vision statement for St. Paul’s will be reviewed.  It was recommended by the 
diocese that this happen regularly as it is meant to reflect the parish’s changing reality 
and priorities.  Rev. Kathy will lead the work on this.  John Settle and Melissa zur Loye 
will help.  Others within the parish will be asked to help with this endeavor. 

Kathi Whipker will be starting college classes full time this fall towards her degree in sign 
language.  The office hours will change but she anticipates being able to work the same 
number of hours. 

The vestry reviewed and amended a draft of the presentation vestry will make at the pitch-
in/forum after church on August 22nd.  Action:  vestry members are strongly encouraged 
to attend the forum either in person or by zoom. 

Reports: 

The parish life committee is planning for an October parish picnic and looking at how to 
include our neighbors and celebrate our newcomers. 

There will be a meeting of liturgical ministers on August 29th. 
There will be a formation committee meeting on August 27th at 11 am on zoom. 
A marketing committee has been formed. 
Buildings and Grounds has some repair work which they are scheduling.  The new cleaning 

contract was covered above. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 with prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Melissa zur Loye 

Clerk 
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Employee Schedules 

 

Interim Rector, The Rev. Kathy Thomas is available on Wednesdays from 1pm to 4pm by appointment 
in the office, and is available by phone and email during the rest of the week (Ph: 317-670-5960; email: 
kthomas50mersey@gmail.)  
 
Kathi Whipker, Parish Administrator, is in the office and available from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm Monday 
through Friday. She will be out the first Thursday of each month. 
 
Michelle Farnsworth, Interim Music Director, is looking for song leaders on Sunday mornings.  She can be 
contacted on her cell: 248-921-5314 if you are interested in volunteering for this 
 

 

Financial Summary 
July 31, 2021 Actual Pledge & Plate Offerings and Investment Income are $9,663 with Expenditures being 
$9,869 for a negative cash flow of -$206 vs the expected negative cash flow of -$133.  Year to Date Ac-
tual Pledge and Plate Offerings are $87,566 with Expenditures of $85,075 for a positive cash flow of $2,491 
vs the expected negative cash flow of -$12,352. YTD Actual Pledge & Plate Offerings and Investment In-
come are $87,566 as compared to the budget of $86,200 for a positive difference of $1,366. YTD Actual 
Pledge and Plate Offerings are $87,566 as compared to the previous year of $97,648 for a negative difference 
of -$10,082. YTD Actual Expenditures are $85,075 vs. $98,552 budgeted for a positive difference of $13,477
              

September Birthdays 

& Anniversary  

Sept. 24    Lou & Laura Wenzler 

1   Bill Ardizone 

5 Roxie Garber 

6 Jill Schumacher 

7 Mike Bell 

19 Vicki Gust 

     Michael Gust 

22 Bill Garber 

26 Jason Woods 

27 Mickey Bell 

29 Mary Fredrickson 

29  Shelly Bell  

30  Judy Smithson 
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September 2021 Service Schedule  

If you are unable to serve as assigned, please find a substitute & let Kathi know. 

Date & 

Time 
Acolyte Lector   

Greeter/

Usher 
Teller LEV 

Tech 

Ministry 

 

Sept. 5 

10:15 am 

 

 

 

Nancy Morris 

 

Andrew     

Goldsmid 

Sian Goldsmid 

 

 

Andrew & Sian 

Goldsmid 

 

 

Andrew    

Goldsmid 

Nick Firestone 

 
 

Nancy Morris 

 

 

 

 

Sept. 
12 

10:15 am 

 

 

David 

Thompson 

 

 
Nancy     

McKinney 
 

David    
Thompson 

 

 

 

Chuck Boddie 

 

 

Nancy Morris 

Ken Erickson 

 

 

 

Nancy Morris 

 
 

 

 

Sept. 
19 

10:15 am 

 

 

Chuck Boddie 

 
DeAnna Hall 

 

Cheryl          
Paranavitana 

 

 

 

Lalith            

Paranavitana 

 

 

Nick Firestone 

Ken Erickson 

 

 

 

John Settle 

 

 

 

 

Sept. 
26 

10:15 am 

 

 

 

John Settle 

 

 

 

Ken Erickson 

Nick Firestone 

 

 

Frank Guthrie  

 

 

Frank Guthrie 

Dick Weaver 

 

 

John Settle 

 

 

 

 

Oct. 3 

10:15 am 

 

 

 

 

Frank Guthrie 

 

 

Cheryl         

Paranavitana 

Chuck Boddie 

 

 

Lalith           

Paranavitana 

 

 

Frank Guthrie 

Nick Firestone 

 

 

Roxie     

Garber 

 

 



                                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9 am– AA 

4 pm—
Ecumenical 
Assembly Mar-
keting Comm. 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Aug. 29 30 31 1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 Oct. 1 2 

 

Search   
Committee 

9am — AA 

9 am — AA   
Rev. Kathy in 
the office 

5:30 pm —    
Finance           
6:30 pm —Vestry 

Holy Eucharist  
10:15  Rite II      
In Person         
& Livestream 

11:30 Book 
Study (in-
person/Zoom) 

Holy Eucharist 
10:15 Rite II    
In Person           
& Livestream 

 

Holy Eucharist 
10:15  Rite II   
In Person           
& Livestream 

11:15 Worship 
Ministers  

Holy Eucharist  
10:15  Rite II      
In Person         
& Livestream  

Holy Eucharist  
10:15  Rite II      
In Person & 
Livestream 

 

Search   
Committee 

11am — Bible 
Study (Zoom) 

12:30 pm — 
Ladies Lunch 

Rev. Kathy        
in the office  

Rev. Kathy 
in the office 

9 am — AA 

 

9am — AA 

9am — AA 

9am — AA 

Wedding     
Rehearsal 

9am — AA 
9am — AA 

9am — AA 

9am — AA 

Rev. Kathy 
in the office 

 

Noon — 
Men's Lunch 
@ Upland 

1pm—Sr. 
Center Bridge 
group 

Sunday services use Meeting ID 817 5713 8635  Password: church                                                  

Meetings use Meeting ID 291 212 0372  Password: church 

Kathi out of 
the office 

1pm—Sr. 
Center Bridge 
group 

1pm—Sr. 
Center Bridge 
group 

1pm—Sr. 
Center Bridge 
group 

1pm—Sr. 
Center Bridge 
group 

Search   
Committee 

ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

11am — Bible 
Study (Zoom) 

 

11am — Bible 
Study (Zoom)
6:30 pm  Book 
Study (Zoom) 

Rev. Kathy 
in the office 

11am — Bible 
Study (Zoom)
6:30 pm Book 
Study (Zoom) 

Pride 

Festival 

Bell/Cvelbar 

Wedding 

September2021 



    Mission, Vision, and Values 
 

Mission:  

•  Proclaim by word and example the good news of God       

       in Christ. 

Vision: 

• We are first and foremost a worshipping community,                                                                       

       participants rather than spectators. 

• Hospitality. 

• Service to the community (St. Paul’s as well as local,  national,              

       and international.) 

Values: 

• Anglican traditions (e.g. scripture, tradition, and reason, the via  

      media, unity in diversity.) 

• Uphold the traditional orthodox formularies (scriptures, Creeds, 

      sacraments, and the historic episcopate.) 

• Recognize and value every person as made in the image of God, 

      welcoming the gifts that diversity affords. 

• Seek to equip all the saints in the baptismal ministry to which 
they are called. 

Office Notes:  The deadline for Venite information and articles is the 15th of the month.  If you wish, you may 
leave a message concerning schedules to serve, etc. in the gray book outside the office, call the office (812-
372-7869), or send an email to: stpaulscolumbusin@gmail.com.    Thank you! 

Vestry Members Commission Liaison 

Julie Abedian ‘23 Communications 

Shelly Bell ‘22   Parish Life  

Bill Garber ‘22 Buildings & Grounds 

Vicki Gust ‘22 Worship & Reopening 

Nancy Morris ‘23 Hospitality/Newcomers 

 & HR 

Barb Parker ‘23 Senior Warden  

& Outreach 

John Settle ‘21 Jr. Warden  -Marketing 

& Technology 

Kelli Thompson ‘23 Communications 

Melissa zur Loye ‘21 Formation & Clerk 
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Meetings  

 

Search Committee                        
Mondays, Sept. 13 & 27 

Finance  
Tuesday, Sept. 14 5:30 pm 

Vestry                                           
Tuesday, Sept. 14, 6:30 pm 

 

 

Vestry Officers 

 

Senior Warden                      Barb Parker 

Junior Warden                        John Settle 

Treasurer                        Mike Bell  



The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows, Bishop 
The Rev. Kathy Thomas, Interim Rector 

Barb Parker, Senior Warden                                                                 
John Settle, Junior Warden                                                 

Kathi Whipker, Parish Administrator                                            
Michelle Farnsworth, Interim Music Director 

 
 

2651 California Street 
Columbus, IN 47201 
Phone: 812-372-7869 

stpaulscolumbusin@gmail.com 

stpaulscolumbus.org 

ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

     2651 CALIFORNIA ST. 

   COLUMBUS, IN  47201 

In case of  pastoral emergency 
please call: 

 The Rev. Kathy Thomas 

Cell: 317-670-5960 


