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REFLECTIONS ON REGATHERING 
By Rev. Kathy Thomas 

 
Throughout the pandemic, Bishop Jennifer has gathered regularly with the clergy on Zoom to check-in to see 
how people and parishes are doing and what help the diocese might offer either physically or emotionally. At 
this week’s meeting the Bishop shared some questions for reflection from Pria Parker, the author of “The Art of 
Gathering: How We Meet and Why It Matters”. 
 
 All “Gatherings” have a purpose whether it is conscious or unconscious.  During lock-down we all realized that 
as good as it was gathering on-line something was missing.  Still it wasn’t all bad (i.e. not driving in the dark 
and cold).  We also know that we are changed having gathered for so long on-line.  We know that different plat-
forms offer different experiences (Zoom and streaming events can be very different).  We are at a crossroads as 
to thinking about why we gather and how we gather. 
 
In her book, Parker shares some questions for reflection as we begin to regather. 
 

What did you long for when we couldn’t physically gather?  
What do you want to keep from the time of the lock-down?  
What parts of our gathering need reinvention? (This includes all aspects of parish life: worship, fellow-

ship, formation, outreach). 
 
Rethinking why we gather and reimagining how we gather, especially in times of transition can help clarify 
one’s mission.  Feel free to share your thoughts with me or a member of the vestry in-person on Sundays or by  
e-mail.  As Theophane the Monk would say, “Together”, it is “Together we’ll go into the heart of God.” 
 

 
“TECH” TEAM MEETS 

 
St. Paul’s “Tech” Committee (Ken Erickson, Andrew Goldsmid, and John Settle) met to discuss the ongoing 
role of technology and social media in the life of St. Paul’s. Questions discussed were: 1. What is the purpose 
and who is the audience for St. Paul’s on-line worship. 
2. What platforms best serve the purpose. 
 
At this time it was agreed that the purpose for on-line worship is pri-
marily to meet the needs of St. Paul’s parishioners who cannot attend 
in person.  While the Zoom platform used throughout the pandemic 
provided an opportunity for interactive community building most peo-
ple have returned to in-person worship.  Therefore, a streaming plat-
form might meet the needs of those at home better at this time.  St. 
Paul’s has the equipment to do live streaming, and also to record the 
service for people to watch later on our You Tube channel.  During the 
month of July the TEAM will be exploring the best options.  Please 
feel free to share observations or opinions concerning on-line worship 
platforms with TEAM members. 
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From the Interim Rector 

 

NEW REOPENING GUIDELINES AND PROTOCOLS 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

Last month Bishop Jennifer gave each parish’s reopening committee the task of determining new recom-
mendations for their church based on the CDC COVID-19 guidelines. St. Paul’s Reopening Committee 
(Julia Abedian, Vicki Gust, David Thompson, and Kelli Thompson) and I met last week to evaluate the im-
plications of those guidelines on Sunday worship. As a result, some of our policies have changed and sever-
al will remain the same as we move through summer.  The following protocol will begin Sunday, July 4th, 
2021. 

 

1. Wearing masks in the sanctuary during worship is optional.  Those who feel more comfortable 
wearing them are encouraged to do so.  Those who feel comfortable without them are not required to 
wear them. It is a personal decision. 

 

2. Social Distancing.  Social distancing continues to be encouraged.  However, the green tape indicating 
where people should sit has been removed.  Individuals are free to sit in any part of any pew.  Please 
be aware of one another’s comfort zones and leave 4-6 feet between households. 

 

3. Air Circulation.  On Sundays when the weather permits, the windows will be opened.  On days that 
are too hot, we will count on the air conditioning system to circulate the air. 

 

4. Music.  Congregations have not been given permission to sing without masks at this time.  Therefore, 
when it is time for a hymn, people are asked to put their masks on.  

 

5. The Offering plate will be passed throughout the pews. 
 

6. The Sign of Peace may be passed at each individual’s discretion.  You may shake hands, high five, 
elbow bump, bow, etc.  Hand sanitizer is available at the back of the church. 

 

7. Communion.  There are no changes to our communion protocol at this time (except you do not need 
to wear a mask.)  We will continue to receive standing up and keeping a distance in line. 

 

8. Baptism is permissible in the normal fashion and should be scheduled with the priest. 
 

9. Online Worship.  For those who are unable to attend in-person, St. Paul’s will continue to offer both 
the Zoom format and a Facebook live streaming format. 
 

10. Parishes may resume indoor activities (i.e. formation, meetings, and coffee hour).  Those who 
are vaccinated are not required to wear masks.  It is recommended if you are not vaccinated that you 
wear a mask, but it is a personal decision. 

 

We are our brother’s keeper . . .  

Being vaccinated is the best way to protect ourselves and keep others safe. 
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From the Senior Warden, Barb Parker 

 
For decades my family went to the same island and stayed at the same small resort for a week in March.  We 
went to the same restaurants, walked the same beaches, and shopped the same little boutiques each year.  
We thoroughly enjoyed ourselves.  We are creatures of habit.  I know people who love to spend their vaca-
tion time going to various spots and visiting new places each year.  Not us.  This was our Family Tradition 
and we counted the days until it was time to once more head down to Anna Maria Island, Florida.  Then 
came the plague which has altered that tradition for the past two Springs.   

Our routines the past 16 months have changed out of necessity for public safety, and I struggled to keep my-
self upbeat and moving forward.  The time spent at home allowed ample time for reflection and once again I 
was reminded that this longing for consistency was totally engrained in my very being, placed there for a 
reason.  I descended from farmers, not nomads.  Where would we be without people willing to stay in place 
and grow the food for our tables?  My family likes traditions and rites and annual rituals.  Other families like 
to explore new places, see new sights.  We need farmers AND explorers.  We all serve a purpose by our dif-
ferences.   

These differences were essential in carrying St. Paul’s through this Season of Change. Parishioners have 
stepped up to volunteer and do what they do best.  Some of us look at the large picture and dream of what 
can be.  Others of us tend to what we already have.  Together we get the job done.   

Despite my desire for everything to remain the same, we all know that things change and in order to survive, 
we must adapt.  Part of living is gaining the wisdom to embrace the inevitable changes.  We continue to 
worship as a community, but now use a hybrid method.  We have moved to one service during this time, and 
some of our most precious Rites needed to be suspended or held over Zoom.  As the country opens back up, 
our Beloved Rites return to In-person.  May brought a wedding and wedding shower.  Emerson Heck was 
baptized into our church family.  Adele Vincent and Alice Conejo were recently interned in our columbari-
um.  The circle of life continues and what is perceived as change is really in the grand scheme of things 
nothing new.   

 

To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose under heaven.  Ecclesiastes 3:1 

 

Search Committee Update  

by Barb Parker 

The work of the Search Committee requires confidentiality so we are not able to share details, but we do 
want you to know that we are NOT taking the summer off.  We continue to be hard at work discerning 
God’s Will in finding the next priest for St. Paul’s. 

We have diligently completed all the required forms, submitted them to the Transition Office, and those 
forms have been duly posted on the appropriate website.  We are a wonderful parish in an incredible com-
munity with much to offer our new priest.   

As the United States begins its recovery from COVID19, some priests 
are discerning that now is the time to retire.  These priests carried their 
parishes through the times of trials, and as things open back up, find 
they are ready to move on to the next chapter in their lives.  Good for 
them, but unfortunate for our search process.  Just like the housing 
market and used car markets, there is a huge demand for priests to fill 
these vacancies, and a short supply.    

We will not lose hope though!  Somewhere out there is a priest wait-
ing to answer our call.  We need your continued prayers for patience 
and perseverance as we connect with that person, in God’s time.   
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       Parish Life  

 

Bingo Night 

The Parish Life Commission hosted a Bingo 
Night on June 19th and though it was a small 
crowd, there was much fun and laughter! Don 
Wools seemed to be the big winner and the ru-

mor is that he likes to win!  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wedding 

Our Parish Administrator, Kathi Whipker’s daughter Marcella was married to  
Tyler Elliott on June 26th in  Anderson.  It was a lovely service and the day went 
off without a hitch!  Tyler and Marcella finally 
closed on their first home Wednesday before the 
wedding so it was a VERY busy week for the 
whole family.  

Thank you to my St. Paul’s family for the time away 
to be in Anderson for last minute preparations for 
the wedding and to be there for the kids’ move. It 
was exhausting, but marvelous! ~ Kathi 

 

 

 

 

 

Ladies Lunch 

Our monthly lunch is back on track with a few twists—we will meet on the second Wednesday of the month 
at 11:30 am.  For now, we will meet in the parish hall, so pack a lunch or grab some take-out and join other 
ladies of the parish for a casual get-together.  We can catch up on each other’s lives and enjoy an afternoon 
together.  Hope to see you there! 

 

Men’s Lunch 

The ladies of the parish have been meeting for a monthly lunch for several years now, and the men have de-

cided they would like to join in the fun!  The men of St. Paul’s will have a monthly lunch date on the last 
Thursday of each month at noon at Upland Pump House Brewery, 148 Lindsey Street. If you have questions 
or need more information, please contact Lalith Paranavitana (812-447-8875).  
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Parish Life 

Interment of Ashes 

Long-time member, Adele Vincent’s ashes were interred in the St. Paul’s 
Columbarium on June 20th after the Sunday morning Eucharist. Her Grand-
son, Sam Frisby, his wife Andrea, and great-grandsons Vincent & Theo 
were able to join us for the brief service. Sam and Andrea are pictured at 
right. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On June 27th we interred Alice Conejo’s ashes 
in our Columbarium. Her  service was attended 
by members of St. Paul’s and several close 

friends. Both ladies had passed during the pandemic and we were now able to give them each this final honor. 

 

 

June Outreach 

St. Paul’s is one of the 25 Member Churches of the Ecumenical Assembly which serves the economically 
challenged in our community.  Many of us might not realize that local 
businesses also donate time and talent to this organization.  During the 
global pandemic, many businesses shuttered their office buildings while 
their employees worked from home.  The employees who had in the past 
helped to prepare and serve the Hot Meals each night, were not able to 
continue in their ministry, so it fell upon the member churches to fill that 
gap.   

As a result, June found our St. Paul family serving Hot Meals once 
again, this time at Columbus Free Methodist Church.  A HUGE Thank 
You goes out to all who volunteered.  We actually had more volunteers 
than we needed this month.  What a blessing!!  Thank you to Frank 
Guthrie, Cindy Overmyer, Linda Swonder, Betsy Larson, and 
Barb Parker for being the helping hands of Christ at this meal. 

This Fall we are scheduled to serve three more times.  These 
are our traditional Hot Meal dates.   Please mark your calen-
dars for the Hot Meals on September 21, 28 & October 5th.   
 

FISH:  July is our FISH month when we collect money for lo-
cal Food Pantries in Columbus (Love Chapel) Seymour, and 
Hope.  The Outreach committee, under the leadership of An-
drew Goldsmid, has invited Cliff Putterill to talk about the his-
tory and work of Love Chapel in a brief chat during announce-
ment time at the end of our Sunday morning service on July 
18th.  Please plan to join us in welcoming Cliff and hearing 
about this large part of our Outreach ministry here at St. Paul’s.   
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Vestry 
 

Minutes from June 8, 2021 

 

Present:  Julia Abedian, Shelly Bell, Bill Garber, Vicki Gust, Barb Parker, John Settle, Kelli Thompson, 
Melissa zur Loye, and Rev. Kathy Thomas. 

The meeting began at 6:35 with prayer. 

Minutes 

A motion that the already approved May vestry minutes be entered into the vestry record passed unani-
mously. 

 

Finance – John Settle 

Financially we are in great shape.  YTD we are over budget in income received. 
Action from May:  John will write about ways to pay pledges online and the importance of keeping up 

with our pledges for next month’s Venite.  He will also address memorial contributions. 
The vestry was updated about work to rewrite the letter of agreement for Kathi Whipker to reflect changes 

to her compensation package and to have the organist’s and the sexton’s letters and job descriptions 
updated for our files.   

A motion was made by Julia Abedian and seconded by Bill Garber to accept the finance committee’s and 
personnel committee’s recommendation to increase the hourly wage for the current parish administra-
tor, and include 1 week of paid vacation, 1 week of unpaid vacation, and to include pay for official 
holidays (3 hours per day).  A bonus for Kathi’s outstanding work to keep us going throughout the 
pandemic lockdown and reopening was also approved. 

Generic job descriptions for these positions are also being prepared. 

 

Old Business 

The Columbus Pride Festival will be on September 18th.   Elizabeth Monette is helping to organize a St. 
Paul’s table but will need people to sit at the table that afternoon. 

Recycling:  A prior vestry approved signing up for Rumpke for recycling at the church.  We have not done 
so and currently do not have a process in place for addressing recycling.  Parishioners Frank Guthrie 
and Bill Garber have been taking the recycling to their homes to recycle.  Action:  Tabled for now.  
We will revisit this, possibly working towards a parish statement on Stewardship of the Earth.  

Roughly half the vestry has completed Safeguarding.  Action:  Complete ASAP if you have not already 
done so. 

 

New Business 

There has been a request from the Senior Citizens Center Bridge Club to use our building temporarily 
for their weekly bridge club.  Action:  Kathi Whipker will be asked by Barb to contact them for 
additional information and get back to us.  We need to check that they will be willing to follow our 
Covid protocol.   

The Ecumenical Assembly is organizing a Worship in the Park community service where churches 
will pair with others in Columbus for outdoor Sunday worship at a local park on Sunday, Septem-
ber 12.  Rev. Kathy has expressed interest.  The vestry was also enthusiastic about this opportunity. 

 

 

(cont’d on page 7) 
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Vestry 

 
 
(June Minutes, cont. from page 6) 
 
 

Reports 

• Building and Grounds:  Bill reported that Barb is working on the garden and it is lovely. 
• Parish Life:  Shelly noted that the parish’s Bingo evening is coming up on June 19th. 
• Formation:  Melissa reported that Bible Study has taken a summer break and will resume after La-

bor Day. 
• Worship: Vicki Gust added that Compline has also taken the summer off. 
• Reopening:  Julia, Vicki, and Kelli will meet when Rev. Kathy is back from vacation and can join 

them.  Julia pointed out that the CDC guidelines for churches are available online.  It was decided 
that the vestry will meet in person in July but will provide zoom for those who are unable to attend. 

• Technology/Marketing:  John Settle reported that the tech committee has purchased a camera and 
tripod and that we could livestream the service on Facebook.  John will try this on Sunday and if it 
goes well will consider replacing the current zoom technology.  John continues to work on our Fa-
cebook page. 

• Human Resources: Barb and Nancy are working on the human resources as mentioned above.  A 
next step will be meeting with our sexton to go over and refine the list of duties, frequency, etc. for 
that important and valued position. 

• Outreach:  Barb reported that our next hot meals opportunity is tomorrow. 
• Senior Warden:  Barb reported that Rev. Kathy is taking her first vacation since she came to us in 

October 2019.  Her contract is for 20 hours per week and time to take a yearly retreat and vacation.  
The diocesan expectation was also that part time clergy positions would not be presiding at ser-
vices every Sunday.  The vestry wants to encourage Rev. Kathy to use her retreat and vacation time 
that she is entitled to.  Action:  Barb will speak with her and express our appreciation for her dedi-
cation to us but our desire for her to look after herself too. 

• Junior Warden:  John met with the director of Big Brothers/Big Sisters and is interested in becom-
ing a big brother.  He is wondering if there would be an opportunity for St. Paul’s to provide space 
for get togethers between Bigs and their Littles. 

 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:25 pm with prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Melissa zur Loye 
Clerk 
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Employee Schedules 

 

Interim Rector, The Rev. Kathy Thomas is available on Wednesdays from 1pm to 4pm by appointment 
in the office, and is available by phone and email during the rest of the week (Ph: 317-670-5960; email: 
kthomas50mersey@gmail.)  
 
Kathi Whipker, Parish Administrator, is back in the office and will be available from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm 
Monday through Friday. She will be out the first Wednesday of each month. 
 
Michelle Farnsworth, Interim Music Director, has suspended choir rehearsals during this time.  She can be 
contacted on her cell: 248-921-5314. 
 
Robyn Ingram (and crew), Custodian, most often completes her duties on Tuesday evenings and Saturdays.   

July Birthdays 

& Anniversaries  

Financial Summary 
May 31, 2021 Actual Pledge & Plate Offerings and Investment Income are $11,472 with Expenditures being 
$10,648 for a positive cash flow of $824 vs the expected negative cash flow of ($133). YTD Actual Pledge & 
Plate Offerings and Investment Income are $60,529 as compared to the budget of $61,750 for a negative dif-
ference of ($1,221). YTD Actual Pledge and Plate Offerings are $60,529 as compared to the previous year of 
$76,061 for a negative difference of ($15,532). YTD Actual Expenditures are $62,123 vs. $69,862 budgeted 
for a positive difference of $7,740. 

July 1    Bill & Elizabeth Monette 

July 11    Bill & Roxie Garber 

July 13    Randy & Linda Swonder 

July 14    John & Rosie Settle 

July 28    Win & Nancy Morris 

1 Patrick Schumacher 

1     Victoria Bell 

2 Judith Gillespie 

10 Tina Boddie 

27 Hank Mueller 

29 Lou Wenzler 

29  Vickie Mueller 
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July 2021 Service Schedule  

If you are unable to serve as assigned, please find a substitute & let Kathi know. 

Date & 

Time 
Chalice Lector   Acolyte Usher LEV Tellers 

 

June 27 

10:15 am 

 

 

 

 

 

Chuck Boddie 

Cheryl          

Paranavitana 

 

 

Frank Guthrie 

 

 

Chuck & Tina 

Boddie 

 
 

John Settle 

 

Andrew     

Goldsmid   

Nick Firestone 

 

 

July 4 

10:15 am 

 

 

 

 

 

Nancy Morris 

Frank Guthrie 

 

 

David  

Thompson 

 

 

Dick Weaver 

Frank Guthrie 

 

 

 

Nancy Morris 

 
Frank Guthrie 

Dick Weaver 

 

 

July 11 

10:15 am 

 

 

 

 

 

 
David     

Thompson 

John Settle 

 

 

 

Sam Settle 

 

 

Chuck & Tina 

Boddie 

 

 

 

John Settle 

 

Frank Guthrie 

Nancy Morris 

 

 

July 18 

10:15 am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nick Firestone 

Cheryl         

Paranavitana 

 

 

Chuck Boddie 

 

 

Sian Goldsmid 

Andrew     

Goldsmid 

 

 

Nancy Morris 

 

Andrew     

Goldsmid   

Nick Firestone 

 

 

July 25 

10:15 am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sian Goldsmid 

Andrew     

Goldsmid 

 

 

 

Nancy Morris 

 

 

 

Chuck & Tina 

Boddie 

 

 

John Settle 

 

Andrew     

Goldsmid   

Nick Firestone 



                                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

9 am– AA 

4 pm—
Ecumenical 
Assembly Mar-
keting Comm. 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

June 27 28 29 30 July 1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

 

Office closed 
for 4th of 
July Holiday 

Search   
Committee 

9am — AA 

Rev. Kathy        
out of  the 

office  

9 am — AA 

5:30 pm —    
Finance           
6:30 pm —Vestry

Holy Eucharist  
10:15  Rite II      
In Person         
& On Zoom 

Holy Eucharist 
10:15 Rite II    
In Person           
& On Zoom      

 

Holy Eucharist 
10:15  Rite II    

In Person           
& On Zoom 

Holy Eucharist  
10:15  Rite II      
In Person         
& On Zoom    

Holy Eucharist  
10:15  Rite II      
In Person         
& On Zoom 

Search   
Committee 

12:30 pm — 
Ladies Lunch 

Rev. Kathy 
in the     
office 

Rev. Kathy 
in the     
office 

Rev. Kathy 
in the     
office 

9 am — AA 

 

9am — AA 

9am — AA 

9am — AA 

9am — AA 
9am — AA 

9am — AA 

9am — AA 

Rev. Kathy 
in the     
office 

July 2021 

Noon — 
Men's Lunch 
@ Upland 

1pm—Sr. 
Center Bridge 
group 

Sunday services use Meeting ID 817 5713 8635  Password: church                                                  

Meetings use Meeting ID 291 212 0372  Password: church 

1pm—Sr. 
Center Bridge 
group 

1pm—Sr. 
Center Bridge 
group 

1pm—Sr. 
Center Bridge 
group 

1pm—Sr. 
Center Bridge 
group 

Bridal Shower 
for Elizabeth 
Bell 



    Mission, Vision, and Values 
 

Mission:  

•  Proclaim by word and example the good news of God       

       in Christ. 

Vision: 

• We are first and foremost a worshipping community,                                                                       

       participants rather than spectators. 

• Hospitality. 

• Service to the community (St. Paul’s as well as local,  national,              

       and international.) 

Values: 

• Anglican traditions (e.g. scripture, tradition, and reason, the via  

      media, unity in diversity.) 

• Uphold the traditional orthodox formularies (scriptures, Creeds, 

      sacraments, and the historic episcopate.) 

• Recognize and value every person as made in the image of God, 

      welcoming the gifts that diversity affords. 

• Seek to equip all the saints in the baptismal ministry to which 
they are called. 

Office Notes:  The deadline for Venite information and articles is the 15th of the month.  If you wish, you may 
leave a message concerning schedules to serve, etc. in the gray book outside the office, call the office (812-
372-7869), or send an email to: stpaulscolumbusin@gmail.com.    Thank you! 

Vestry Members Commission Liaison 

Julie Abedian ‘23 Communications 

Shelly Bell ‘22   Parish Life  

Bill Garber ‘22 Buildings & Grounds 

Vicki Gust ‘22 Worship & Reopening 

Nancy Morris ‘23 Hospitality/Newcomers 

 & HR 

Barb Parker ‘23 Senior Warden  

John Settle ‘21 Jr. Warden  -Marketing 

& Technology 

Kelli Thompson ‘23 Communications 

Melissa zur Loye ‘21 Formation & Clerk 
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Meetings  

 

Search Committee                        
Mondays, July 5 & 19 

Finance  
Tuesday, July 13, 5:30 pm 

Vestry                                           
Tuesday, July 13, 6:30 pm 

 

 

Vestry Officers 

 

Senior Warden                      Barb Parker 

Junior Warden                        John Settle 

Treasurer                        Mike Bell  



The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows, Bishop 
The Rev. Kathy Thomas, Interim Rector 

Barb Parker, Senior Warden                                                                 
John Settle, Junior Warden                                                 

Kathi Whipker, Parish Administrator                                            
Michelle Farnsworth, Interim Music Director 

Robyn Ingram, Custodian 
 

2651 California Street 
Columbus, IN 47201 
Phone: 812-372-7869 

stpaulscolumbusin@gmail.com 

stpaulscolumbus.org 

ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

     2651 CALIFORNIA ST. 

   COLUMBUS, IN  47201 

In case of  pastoral emergency 
please call: 

 The Rev. Kathy Thomas 

Cell: 317-670-5960 


