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THE VENITE
From the Interim Rector
A PRAYER FOR SUMMER
Let Me Live Grace-fully
Thank you, Lord,
for this season
of sun and slow motion,
of games and porch sitting,
of picnics and light green fireflies
on heavy purple evenings;
and praise for slight breezes.
It’s good, God,
as the first long days of your creation.
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Let this season be for me
A time of gathering together the pieces
Into which my busyness has broken me.
O God, enable me now
To grow wise through reflection,
Peaceful through the song of the cricket,
Recreated through the laughter of play.
Most of all, Lord,
let me live easily and grace-fully for a spell,
so that I may see other souls deeply,
share in a silence unhurried,
listen to the sound of sunlight and shadows,
explore barefoot the land of forgotten dreams and shy hopes,
and find the right words to tell another who I am.
By Ted Loder from “Guerrillas of Grace”
LuraMedia, 1984
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P AGE 2

Formation
Both Bible Study and Compline will take the summer off from meeting. Plans are to resume after Labor Day
— watch the bulletin for more details as the summer winds down.

Buildings and Grounds
Update on the Exterior Cross
The May Vestry meeting approved a new exterior cross for
the front tower of the church. It also authorized Repp and
Mundt (contractor) to proceed with the project. The new
cross will be copper clad, and if suitable clear coat paint can
be found, it will be used to preserve the “natural” copper
finish for as long as possible.
Included here are photographs of a grey painted mock up of
the new cross taken earlier this year. It is readily seen from
California Street. We also plan to illuminate the cross at
night using the timer for the walkway lights.
Although Finance
and Vestry have
agreed on a funding source for the project, individual contributions
would also be most welcome. Repp and Mundt have yet to provide
us with a project timeline, but future progress will be shared in the
Venite. Buildings and Grounds thanks you for your support..

Memorial Garden
In celebration of our return to in-person services, the Garden Fairies have renewed the Memorial Garden
which desperately needed a facelift after being untended last summer during the pandemic while the Fairies
were practicing Social Distancing.
The Irises, Daylilies, and other plants rescued from Theresa & Gary Woods’ yard after the Flood of ’08
were pulled, thinned and replanted. Butterfly bushes were added to the two perennial beds, and beautiful
annuals were planted in the pots. The perennials that were not replanted in
our garden found a new home near Elizabethtown in Kathi Whipker’s yard.

The North Garden also received some TLC. That area was weeded and
new butterfly bushes and hydrangeas planted.
Our thanks to Marilyn Firestone for weeding and preparing the gardens for
a facelift, Roxie and Bill Garber for assisting in the potting of the annuals
despite the threat of rain, and to Andrew Goldsmid for
the replacing the faucet key and hose reel box thus ensuring that the watering process will go smoothly.
Now all we need to do is keep the thirsty plants watered during the hot summer months. If you are willing
to assist in the watering, please call Kathi Whipker or
Barb Parker (812.343.5379)…our little buddy can’t do
it by himself!
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Outreach Blessings
Kuddos to Chuck and Tina Boddie for their donation of a freezer for St. Paul’s. Where else would we have
found the room for 56.5 pounds of whole chickens donated to Love Chapel from Sam’s Club? We used half
of the chickens when we served Hot Meals in May, and will serve the other half in June. For the Hot Meal
in May, Our Chicken casserole was a big hit with everyone, and we ended up serving 30 people with 41
meals. Thanks to Barb Parker, Laura Wenzler, Sian and Andrew Goldsmid, Kathi Whipker, Melissa Zurloye.... for making the meal a big success. We were asked to share the recipe so that everyone could enjoy
this new chicken dish.
A Different Chicken Divan

2 Cups cooked, cubed chicken breast

Salt & Pepper to taste

1 lb. fresh broccoli, cooked and chopped

2 1/2 Cups shredded Cheddar Cheese, divided

1 Cup mayonnaise

1 (10.75 oz.) can condensed cream of chicken soup

1/2 tsp. garlic salt

1 (10.75 oz.) can condensed cream of mushroom soup

1/2 tsp. cayenne pepper

1 (6 oz.) can French-fried onions

1 1/2 Tbsp. curry powder
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
Spread chicken in the bottom of a 9 x 13 baking dish. Top with broccoli. In a medium bowl, combine the
mayonnaise, curry powder, cayenne pepper, garlic salt, salt and pepper and mix well. Add 1 cup of Cheddar
cheese, both soups and mix again, then pour mixture over the chicken and broccoli. Sprinkle with the remaining 1 1/2 cups of cheese and top with the onions.
Bake at 350 degrees for 30 minutes.
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Parish Life
Baptism
After being delayed by Covid, we were finally able to baptize Emerson Mari Heck
on Pentecost Sunday, May 23rd. She was surrounded by family including parents,
Jonathan and Emily Heck, Grandparents, Paul & Deborah Elliott, and Greatgrandparents, Don & Marilyn Wools. It was a beautiful celebration of the sacrament
and the congregation rejoices with Emerson!

Wedding

New members, Scott and Melissa McKenzie were joined in Holy
Matrimony on Saturday, May 15th. It was a beautiful ceremony
and they were surrounded by their family. What a glorious day and
start for the happy couple!

From Rev. Wendy
Dear Ones in Christ, Around this time last year, I announced my retirement from priestly functions at St.
Paul’s. While retired from liturgical functions, I have been an active facilitator in Bible Study, Compline, and
the Lenten Study this year. I also have worshipped every Sunday either in person or on Zoom.
Currently there are some family and personal matters that require my total energy and commitment. Therefore, beginning the week after Pentecost until around the beginning of Advent, I will not be present at worship
or other St. Paul’s functions as I attend to these matters.
I will continue to be available during this time to anyone individually as a spiritual friend. Feel free to call or
text me if you’d like. I may do the same. I will return to a more active role in the parish next fall.
All is well with Bob and me. I am sharing this information with you because I don’t want people to be concerned about my absence. During this time, Bob will continue on the finance committee and we look forward
to actively joining you no later than Advent.
Blessing, and peace be with you. Wendy +
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Parish Life

Our monthly lunch is back on track with a few twists—we will meet on the second Wednesday of the month
at 11:30 am. For now, we will meet in the parish hall, so pack a lunch or grab some take-out and join other
ladies of the parish for a casual get-together. We can catch up on each other’s lives and enjoy an afternoon
together. Hope to see you there!
Upcoming Parish Life event
The Parish Life Committee will be hosting a Bingo Night on Saturday, June 19th
starting at 7:00PM. This event will be outside under the front awning by the garden
weather permitting, or inside the parish hall, with social distancing. Drinks and
snacks will be served. Prizes will be awarded! You are welcomed to bring your
friends! Hope to see you there!

Search Committee Update
by Barb Parker
May is a month perfect for planting. The April showers refresh the soil as the Spring sun provides the warmth
the new plants need to thrive. It is also the perfect month for the members of your Search Committee to begin
interviewing potential candidates to fill the vacancy which opened when
Marc Vance accepted a call to Virginia.
Like the gardeners tilling the soil before the planting, we have been
working the fertile soil of St. Paul’s Parish. The interview process has
only just begun, and God only knows how long this growing season will
last until we can harvest. We need you to rain your prayers on the
Search Committee as we discern the person whom God has chosen to
answer our call.
[God] will give rain for the seed with which you sow the ground, and
grain, the produce of the ground, which will be rich and plenteous.
Isaiah 30:23

Various and Sundry
Rev. Kathy will be taking a week of vacation starting June 6th while her grandson visits from Colorado.
We will welcome the Rev. Charlie Carpenter to celebrate the Eucharist with us on the 6th, and Rev.
Kathy will return to the pulpit on Sunday, June 13th.
Our Parish Administrator, Kathi will also take a vacation in June. She will be
out of town the week of June 21—25 for her daughter’s wedding in Anderson.
Any administrative needs should be directed to Rev. Kathy or held for Kathi’s
return on Monday, June 28th .
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Vestry

Minutes from May 11, 2021
Present: Julia Abedian, Shelly Bell, Bill Garber, Vicki Gust, Nancy Morris, Barb Parker, John Settle, Kelli
Thompson, Melissa zur Loye, and Rev. Kathy Thomas.
The meeting began at 6:35 with prayer
Gathering
Conversation with Jen Phelps, diocesan transition leader. Barb spoke with Jen and she recommended we
condense our marketing statement and flesh out question #9 in our OTM document. Action – search
committee is asked to get back to Barb with suggestions by Thursday at the latest as she will return our
answers by the end of the week. Jen will be invited to our next search meeting.
Minutes
Nancy Morris moved that the already approved April Vestry minutes be entered into the vestry record.
Passed unanimously.
Finance – John Settle
Both revenue and expenses were lower than budgeted for April. Revenue for the year is above what was
budgeted. (see financial report).
John spoke with Canon Brendan at the diocese about the information we submitted to the diocese to fulfill
their requirement that we show financial ability to pay for a full time rector for three years. The diocese is satisfied with the proof we provided.
Action: John will write about ways to pay pledges online and the importance of keeping up with our
pledges for next month’s Venite.

Old Business
Rev. Kathy met with Kathi Whipker to go over her job description as contained in the letter of agreement.
Kathi is typing it up for our records. This will include information about vacations, personal time, holidays and updated salary information. It was suggested that 2 documents be prepared (1 general and 1
specific to Kathi now). Action: Rev. Kathy and Kathi will have this completed by July 1, 2021. Rev.
Kathy will begin this process with our sexton.
There is a letter in google docs about the staff’s extraordinary situation during this past year (pandemic).
Action: vestry is asked to look at the letter.
New Business
The vestry, staff and volunteers who have contact with children are required to update their Safeguarding God’s Children certification. Kathi will send the link out on Friday. Action: Vestry is asked
to complete the certification asap.
Rev. Kathy presented a request from the local quilt guild to use our building for their monthly meeting
(see attached proposal). A motion to accept the proposal passed unanimously. Their donation at
their last meeting place was $50 monthly. That was acceptable to our vestry also.
Rev. Kathy presented a proposal that a Columbarium niche be donated by the parish for the interment
of Alice Conejo’s ashes (see attached proposal). This will cost $900 plus the cost of a name
plaque. A motion was made by Shelly Bell and passed unanimously.
Barbara Parker contacted Adele Vincent’s grandson to arrange for the interment of Adele’s ashes in
the niche she has already purchased and which already holds her husband’s ashes.

(cont’d on page 7)
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Vestry

Reports
Worship: Vicki Gust
Rev. Kathy and I talked through the May worship schedule this past week. Here is
what was decided:
May 9th, Mother's Day - Rev. Kathy will have a special prayer/prayers for mother's.
May 16th, Ascension - Ascension is on Thursday May 13th. We will celebrate this day on the following Sunday. We will also celebrate all the graduates on this Sunday as well.
May 23rd, Pentecost - On this day we have the baptism of Emily Elliott's baby, Emerson. We will
ask people to wear red and possibly have others read in a different language.
Formation: Melissa zur Loye
Rev. Kathy and I met to talk about formation opportunities for this spring. Rev. Kathy will create a
summary of ideas we batted around and we will meet with the Formation committee if/as needed.
Additionally, Elizabeth Monette has been researching formation opportunities around the topic of
a Christian response to social justice/racial concerns and meeting with Rev. Kathy to discuss the
topic.
Buildings and Grounds: Bill Garber
Andrew Goldsmid is working on the plans for an exterior cross for the building to be positioned left
of and above the front door. Repp and Mundt want to build a new cross which would be covered
with copper and sealed. Bill Garber made a motion that funds amounting to $6, 330 be taken
from the memorial funds for this purpose. The motion passed unanimously. There was discussion of how to recognize the names of those being honored through memorial gifts. The development of a policy addressing this was recommended. Action: John Settle will address memorial
contributions in his Venite article.

Technology: John Settle.
The committee is researching the purchase of a camera with our remaining technology grant funds.
Hospitality: Nancy Morris
The committee has been formed.
Marketing/Communications: John Settle
Facebook is currently set up so that John and Barb can post. Protocols around what to post need to be
developed. All posts must support the mission of the parish.
Parish Life: Shelly Bell suggests including an “I’m New” tab on the website. Action:
Any suggestions about the website should be sent to John Settle at the moment.
Outreach: Barb Parker
Our next hot meals opportunity is next week. Another opportunity has just been identified in mid
June.
Junior Warden: John
John sent the vestry information about Safe Families for Children and Bridges of Hope as opportunities for community engagement. John wants feedback as to whether the parish would be interested in pursuing either of these opportunities.
The meeting adjourned at 8:50 pm with prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Melissa zur Loye
Clerk
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Employee Schedules
Interim Rector, The Rev. Kathy Thomas will resume in-person office hours beginning this Wednesday,
May 5th. She will be available on Wednesdays from 1pm to 4pm by appointment and continues to be
available by phone and email (Ph: 317-670-5960; email: kthomas50mersey@gmail.)
Kathi Whipker, Parish Administrator, is back in the office and will be available from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm
Monday through Friday. She will be out the first Wednesday of each month.
Michelle Farnsworth, Interim Music Director, has suspended choir rehearsals during this time. She can be
contacted on her cell: 248-921-5314.
Robyn Ingram (and crew), Custodian, most often completes her duties on Tuesday evenings and Saturdays.

Financial Summary

March 31, 2021 Actual Pledge & Plate Offerings and Investment Income are $12,824 with Expenditures being $15,206 for a negative cash flow of -$2,382 vs the expected negative cash flow of -$133. Year to Date
Actual Pledge and Plate Offerings are $40,050 with Expenditures of $40,832 for a positive cash flow of $782 vs the expected negative cash flow of -$6,610. YTD Actual Pledge & Plate Offerings and Investment
Income are $40,050 as compared to the budget of $38,285 for a positive difference of $1,765. YTD Actual
Pledge and Plate Offerings are $40,050 as compared to the previous year of $49,669 for a negative difference
of -$9,619. YTD Actual Expenditures are $40,832 vs. $44,895 budgeted for a positive difference of $4,064.

1 Ann Ellis
7 Marilyn Wools

June Birthdays
& Anniversaries

7 Rebecca Fenske
11 Betsy Larson

16 John DeLap
18 Mitchell Schumacher
27 Matt Swope
29 Melissa zur Loye

June 4
June 18

Axel & Melissa zur Loye
Bob & The Rev. Wendy Manley

June 24
June 27

Ken & Carol Erickson
Nick & Marilyn Firestone
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June 2021 Service Schedule
If you are unable to serve as assigned, please find a substitute & let Kathi know.

Date &
Time
May 30
10:15 am

Chalice

Lector

Andrew
Goldsmid

Frank Guthrie

June 13
10:15 am

David
Thompson
Nick Firestone

June 27
10:15 am

Usher

Chuck Boddie

Frank Guthrie

LEV

Sian Goldsmid

June 6
10:15 am

June 20
10:15 am

Acolyte

Cheryl
Paranavitana

Nancy Morris
John Settle

Chuck Boddie
Cheryl
Paranavitana

Patrick
Schumacher

Tellers

Andrew
Goldsmid
Frank Guthrie

Sam Settle

Dick Weaver

John Settle

Frank Guthrie

Nancy Morris

Sian Goldsmid

Nancy Morris

Andrew
Goldsmid

Andrew
Goldsmid

Dick Weaver

Nick Firestone

David
Thompson

Frank Guthrie

Patrick
Schumacher

John Settle

Chuck & Tina
Boddie

John Settle

Frank Guthrie
Nancy Morris

Andrew
Goldsmid
Nick Firestone

June 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

May 30

31

June 1

2

3

4

5

9am — AA

Holy Eucharist
10:15 Rite II

Rev. Kathy
in the
office

9am — AA

In Person
& On Zoom

6

7

8

Holy Eucharist
10:15 Rite II
In Person
& On Zoom

Search
Committee

9 am — AA

13

14

15

Father’s Day

4 pm—
Ecumenical
Assembly Marketing Comm.

Holy Eucharist
10:15 Rite II
In Person
& On Zoom

20

21

9

10

Rev. Kathy on vacation

5:30 pm —
Finance
6:30 pm —Vestry

9am — AA

22

17

Rev. Kathy
in the
office

23

12

9 am — AA

12:30 pm —
Ladies Lunch

16

11

18
9am — AA

24

25

19

7pm — Bingo
Night

26

Parish Administrator Kathi on vacation
Holy Eucharist &
10:15 Rite II In
Search
Person
&
Committee
On Zoom
11:30 Interring
Adele Vincent

27

Holy Eucharist
10:15 Rite II
In Person
& On Zoom
11:30 Interring
Alice Conejo

28

9am — AA

Rev. Kathy
in the
office

29

30

9 am– AA
9am — AA

Rev. Kathy
in the
office

9am — AA

July 1

2
9am — AA

Sunday services use Meeting ID 817 5713 8635 Password: church
Meetings use Meeting ID 291 212 0372 Password: church
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Mission, Vision, and Values
Mission:

•

Proclaim by word and example the good news of God
in Christ.
Vision:

•

We are first and foremost a worshipping community,
participants rather than spectators.

•
•

Hospitality.

Service to the community (St. Paul’s as well as local, national,
and international.)
Values:

•

Anglican traditions (e.g. scripture, tradition, and reason, the via
media, unity in diversity.)

•

Uphold the traditional orthodox formularies (scriptures, Creeds,
sacraments, and the historic episcopate.)

•

Recognize and value every person as made in the image of God,
welcoming the gifts that diversity affords.

•

Seek to equip all the saints in the baptismal ministry to which
they are called.

Meetings on ZOOM
Finance
Tuesday, June 8, 5:30 pm
Vestry
Tuesday, June 8, 6:30 pm

Vestry Officers
Senior Warden

Barb Parker

Junior Warden

John Settle

Treasurer

Mike Bell

Vestry Members

Commission Liaison

Julie Abedian ‘23

Communications

Shelly Bell ‘22

Parish Life

Bill Garber ‘22

Buildings & Grounds

Vicki Gust ‘22

Worship & Reopening

Nancy Morris ‘23 Hospitality/Newcomers
& HR
Barb Parker ‘23

Senior Warden

John Settle ‘21 Jr. Warden -Marketing
& Technology
Kelli Thompson ‘23

Communications

Melissa zur Loye ‘21

Formation & Clerk

Office Notes: The deadline for Venite information and articles is the 15th of the month. If you wish, you may
leave a message concerning schedules to serve, etc. in the gray book outside the office, call the office (812372-7869), or send an email to: stpaulscolumbusin@gmail.com. Thank you!

S T . P AUL ’ S E PISCOPAL C HURCH
2651 C ALIFORNIA S T .
C OLUMBUS , IN 47201

The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows, Bishop
The Rev. Kathy Thomas, Interim Rector
Barb Parker, Senior Warden
John Settle, Junior Warden
Kathi Whipker, Parish Administrator
Michelle Farnsworth, Interim Music Director
Robyn Ingram, Custodian
2651 California Street
Columbus, IN 47201
Phone: 812-372-7869
stpaulscolumbusin@gmail.com
stpaulscolumbus.org

In case of pastoral emergency
please call:
The Rev. Kathy Thomas
Cell: 317-670-5960

