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THE VENITE 
“SEE, I AM MAKING ALL THINGS NEW” 

 
Happy New Year!  2021 is on its way. 

 
Often, when New Year’s Eve rolls 
around, I welcome the new year with 
a little trepidation.  After all, we had 
weathered the past year.  Always there 
is some good news, and some trials 
and sadness. But 2020 was different.  
Time magazine labelled it as The 
Worst Year ever.  I kind of doubt it…
and yet there is no denying that the 
experience of what is often called the 
“human condition”, the fact that hu-
man life is filled with suffering, was 
more “in your face” this year”. Yet, 
even in the midst of “the worst”, we 
saw so much of “the best” of what it 
means to be truly human.  We saw 
compassion, self-sacrifice, kindness, 

and creativity manifested in people of all ages, colors, socio-economic groups, religious affili-
ations, etc.  We saw that most people get it…that we really are “all in this together”, that we 
are one human family. A new awareness of the need to rethink our relationship to one another, 
to the earth and its environment, and even to God is percolating among the nations. 
 
However, not everyone gets it yet.  There is more work to do.  As followers of Jesus it is part 
of our DNA to listen and act upon the most hopeful words we hear in the New Testament, 
“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and first earth had passed 
away…See the home of God is among mortals.  He will dwell 
with them as their God; and they will be his peoples, and God-
self will be with them. God will wipe away every tear…death 
will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no 
more…See, I am making all things new.” Rev. 21:1-5a   

 
It is a NEW YEAR! We have work to do. Having celebrated 
the Incarnation in Jesus’ birth, God indeed dwells among us 
and the Holy Spirit enlivens us to continue the work of 
“making all things new”.  Let us rejoice and be glad! 
 
Rev. Kathy Thomas 
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BUILDINGS & GROUNDS LOOKING TO 2021 
 

Last year, even amidst the pandemic, the Buildings and Grounds Committee was hard at work watching over, 
maintaining, and making needed repairs to St. Paul’s Church building and its facilities.  As we begin this new 
year, there are three projects on the horizon: 1. Replacing the parking lot lights, 2. Making improvements to 
the Columbarium area, 3. Providing a cross somewhere on the exterior of the building. 
 
Below is information from Andrew Goldsmid regarding the placement of an exterior cross. 
 

From Andrew:  Many of you remember that the grey cedar exterior cross on the tower was removed when we 
repainted the church in 2018. As the cross was somewhat hidden by the walkway a decision was made to re-
move it, with a view to moving it to a more prominent position.  

This month we received a preliminary concept proposal from Repp and Mundt to mount the same cedar cross 
in front of the 'A frame' West Window of St Paul's. Behind the cross would be a painted aluminum tube with 
cross arms as a support. The tube would run from the roof deck to the peak and be attached separately from 
the window. The proposal included a rendering of the Cross that would be installed at the window and a pho-
to with the Cross drawn as it would look from a distance (see illustrations below).   

Since the support structure is visible, we are thinking it should be dark gray the color of the church trim. The 
cross would be a contrasting color, possibly gold, and with night-time illumination by a spotlight. We also 
think that the cross could be smaller and mounted higher.  We would welcome feedback from the congrega-
tion as we work to finalize a design.   

The proposed contractor Repp and Mundt have worked at St. Paul's before. Their rebuild of the walkway col-
umns was excellent, and we have high confidence in the quality of their work.   

Project Costs depend on the design and are not yet available, but we are likely to suggest that the work is 
funded as a stand alone project rather that use money from the operating budget or investment accounts.   

Again, the Building committee welcomes your feedback and thanks you for your interest. If you have ques-
tions, comments, or suggestions, please contact the Buildings and Grounds team of: Mike Bell, Nick Fire-
stone, Bill Garber, Andrew Goldsmid, Don Wools, or The Rev, Kathy Thomas.   
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       Parish Life 
 

On Dec. 5th members of the Parish Life Committee (Nancy Ardizone, Shelly Bell, Tina Boddie, and Sian 
Goldsmid) met and filled Christmas Baskets for members of St. Paul’s that are shut-in.  The baskets featured 
hand sanitizer, hand lotion, a mask from The Mask Project, hot cocoa mix, candy, a St. Paul’s mug, and a 
poinsettia. The baskets were delivered and very well received and appreciated. 
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The Work of Christmas 

 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 

When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and princes are home, 

When the shepherds are back with their flock, 

The work of Christmas begins: 

To find the lost, 

To heal the broken, 

To feed the hungry, 

To release the prisoner, 

To rebuild the nations, 

To bring peace among brothers, 

To make music in the heart. 

—Howard Thurman— 

St. Paul’s continued its support of Love Chapel’s annual 
Christmas Food Pantry.  Each year this Pantry provides 

additional resources for individuals and families dealing with issues of food insecurity.  Our support 
in previous years has consisted of providing items to stock the Pantry. 

Given the increase in need in 2020, due to the pandemic, we not only provided resources to stock 
the shelves, but six volunteers from St. Paul’s worked at the “Drive Thru” Pantry on Thursday,     
December 10.  The pandemic also increased the need for volunteers to staff this year’s distribution. 

Thanks to Shelly Bell, Andrew Goldsmid, Betsy Larson, Wendy Manley, Barb Parker and Laura 
Wenzler for being part of the team that made this year’s effort run smoothly! 

The 2020 Pantry saw an increase of about 30% with over 1300 families being served. 
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ANNUAL MEETING- January 17, 2020 
 
Mark Your Calendars Now! This year’s Annual Meeting will be held on January 17th at approximate-

ly 11:15 a.m. (after the10:15 service).  We will resume in-person worship on this Sunday.  Therefore, the 
meeting will be both in-person and on Zoom. All committee chair (vestry and ad hoc) are encouraged to 
submit a report of their committee’s work this past year.  In addition at this meeting the 2021 budget will 
be presented, new vestry members will be elected, and information about what’s happening with the search 
process will be presented. 

 

VESTRY NOMINEES 
?????????????????????? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vestry Minutes from December 8, 2020 
 
Present: Cristi Adams, Shelly Bell, Bill Garber, Vicki Gust, Win Morris, Patrick Schumacher,John Settle, 
Melissa zur Loye, Mike Bell (Treasurer), and The Rev. Kathy Thomas (Interim Rector) 
 

The meeting opened with prayer at 6:35 p.m. 
 

A quorum being present, a motion to enter the November minutes into the record was moved, seconded, and 
passed. 
 
Old Business 
• Mike Bell (treasurer) presented the November financial statement.  While currently in the red, it is felt that 

St. Paul’s will end the year with less of a deficit than predicted. 
 

• The Updated 2021 Budget was presented.  New pledges that came in since the November meeting have 
been added. The proposed budget has a deficit of- $2,490.00.  A discussion ensued. The budget was ap-
proved by vestry. 

 

• It was recommended that PPE money not be included in the operating budget. It was proposed and passed 
that the PPE funds be used for undesignated expenses (i.e. search expenses) 

 

• The Tech grant received from the Center from Congregations is in a restricted account. 
 

• Names for possible vestry members were given to the nominating committee. 
 

• Rev. Kathy, Patrick, and John will put together a timeline for the search process to be  
• presented at the annual meeting, Jan. 17th The timeline will begin with the Vestry retreat on Jan.  
• 24th. 
 

• It was suggested that endowment funds could be used for the “search process’.  This will be discussed at 
the January meeting of the vestry. 

 

• Meeting adjourned at 6:51. The Vestry and Staff Christmas Party followed on Zoom. 
 

Respectfully submitted by:  The Rev. Kathy Thomas, Interim Rector 
 

Does your name belong here?  We still need 4 
parishioners to step forward for seats on the 
Vestry.  Please consider whether 2021 is your 
turn to serve. 
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Employee Schedules 

 
You are welcome to call or email The Rev. Kathy Thomas, Interim Rector: Ph: 317-670-5960; email: 
kthomas50mersey@gmail.  Her regular office hours have been suspended at this time, but she would be hap-
py to talk by phone or schedule a meeting – physically distancing, of course. 
 
Kathi Whipker, Parish Administrator, is working from home until further notice.  If need be, she can be 
reached by home phone 812-579-5487 or personal email calicokatquilting@gmail.com.  (Cell phone 812-603-
5028, but reception isn’t always good.) 
 
Michelle Farnsworth, Interim Music Director, has suspended choir rehearsals during this time.  She can be 
contacted on her cell: 248-921-5314. 
 
Robyn Ingram (and crew), Custodian, most often completes her duties on Tuesday evenings and Saturdays.   

January 6 — Tom & Gertie Woods 

Financial Summary 
11/30/20 Actual Pledge & Plate Offerings and Investment Income are $12,600 with Expenditures being 
$10,246 for a positive cash flow of $2,354 vs the expected positive cash flow of $749.  Year to Date Actual 
Pledge and Plate Offerings are $140,160 with Expenditures of $142,573 for a negative cash flow of -$2,413 
vs the expected negative cash flow of -$8,739.  YTD Actual Pledge & Plate Offerings and Investment In-
come are $140,160 as compared to the budget of $150,380 for a negative difference of  -$10,220.  YTD Ac-
tual Pledge and Plate Offerings are $140,160 as compared to the previous year of $156,911 for a negative 
difference of -$16,751.  YTD Actual Expenditures are $142,573 vs. $159,119 budgeted for a difference of 
$16,546.   

Birthdays 
& Anniversaries  

6  Gertie Woods 

17  Cindy Overmyer 

19  Ryan Fisher 

20  Debbie Henry  

21  Nick Firestone 

31 Corin Fisher 

mailto:calicokatquilting@gmail.com
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January 2021 Service Schedule  

If you are unable to serve as assigned, please find a substitute & let Kathi know. 

Date & 

Time 
Chalice Lector   Intercessor 

People’s 

Response 
LEV Tellers 

 

Jan. 3 

10:15 am 

 

 

 

 

 

Melissa         

zur Loye 

 

 

Nancy Morris 

 

 

Chuck & Tina 

Bodde 

 
 

Nancy Morris 

 

 

 

 

Jan. 10 

10:15 am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ken Erickson 

 

 

John Settle 

 

 

Nick Firestone 

 

 

Patrick      

Schumacher 

 

 

 

 

Jan. 17 

10:15 am 

 

 

 

 

 

Lector 

 

Sian Goldsmid 

 

Acolyte 

 

Chuck Boddie 

 

Usher 

Andrew   

Goldsmid 

 

 

 

Roxie Garber 

 

Bill Garber 

Andrew  

Goldsmid 

 

 

 

Jan. 24 

10:15 am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cheryl         

Paranavitana 

 

 

Patrick    

Schumacher 

 
 

Frank Guthrie 

 

 

John Settle 

 

Mike Bell 

Frank Guthrie 

 

 

Jan. 31 
 

10:15 am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Settle 

 

 

David  

Thompson 

 

 

 

Chuck & Tina 

Boddie 

 

 

Nancy Morris 

 

Bill Garber 

Andrew  

Goldsmid 



                                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9 am– AA 

4 pm—
Ecumenical 
Assembly Mar-
keting Comm. 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Jan. 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31 Feb. 1 2 3 4 5 6 

 

~~~~~~~~ 
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ZOOM:  

11 am —            
Bible Study 

 

ZOOM:  

11 am —            
Bible Study 

ZOOM:  

11 am —            
Bible Study 

Liturgy of the 
Word    
10:15  Rite II    

On Zoom 

Beginning on the 17th, we will begin to meet in-person & on Zoom again.                                       

(ID 817 5713 8635  Password: church)  

ZOOM:  

11 am —            
Bible Study     
(Meeting ID: 
291…) 

ZOOM: 11 am  
Bible Study 

6 pm — Finance 
6:30 pm —Vestry 

ZOOM:  

8 pm —            
Compline  
(Meeting ID: 
817…) 

 ZOOM:  

8 pm —            
Compline 

ZOOM:  

8 pm —            
Compline 

ZOOM:  

8 pm —            
Compline 

~~~~~~~~ 

9 
 

Liturgy of the 
Word    
10:15  Rite II    

On Zoom 

Holy Eucharist  
10:15  Rite II      
In Person         
& On Zoom 

11:15 am Annual 
Meeting (in per-
son & on Zoom) 

Holy Eucharist   
10:15  Rite II    

In Person           
& On Zoom  

 Vestry Retreat 
(time TBA) 

Holy Eucharist   
10:15  Rite II    

In Person           
& On Zoom 

January 2021 

ZOOM:  

8 pm —            
Compline 



    Mission, Vision, and Values 
 

Mission:  

•  Proclaim by word and example the good news of God       

       in Christ. 

Vision: 

• We are first and foremost a worshipping community,                                                                       

       participants rather than spectators. 

• Hospitality. 

• Service to the community (St. Paul’s as well as local,  national,              

       and international.) 

Values: 

• Anglican traditions (e.g. scripture, tradition, and reason, the via  

      media, unity in diversity.) 

• Uphold the traditional orthodox formularies (scriptures, Creeds, 

      sacraments, and the historic episcopate.) 

• Recognize and value every person as made in the image of God, 

      welcoming the gifts that diversity affords. 

• Seek to equip all the saints in the baptismal ministry to which 
they are called. 

Office Notes:  The deadline for Venite information 
and articles is the 15th of the month.  If you wish, 
you may leave a message concerning schedules to 
serve, etc. in the gray book outside the office, call 
the office (812-372-7869), or send an email to:     
stpaulscolumbusin@gmail.com.    Thank you! 

Vestry Members Commission Liaison 

Cristi Adams ‘20 Christian Education &  
Formation   

Shelly Bell ‘22   Parish Life  

  

Bill Garber ‘22   Buildings & Grounds  

Vicki Gust ‘22   Worship 

Win Morris ‘20 Evangelism, Communi-
cation, & Marketing    

Patrick Schumacher ‘20 Senior Warden 

John Settle ‘21 Jr. Warden & Outreach 

Melissa zur Loye ‘21 Clerk 
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Meetings on ZOOM  

 

Finance  
Tuesday, January 12, 6 pm 

Vestry 

Tuesday, January 12, 6:30 pm 
 

Vestry Officers 

 

Senior Warden         Patrick Schumacher 

Junior Warden                        John Settle 

Treasurer                        Mike Bell  



The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows, Bishop 
The Rev. Kathy Thomas, Interim Rector 

Patrick Schumacher, Senior Warden                                                    
John Settle, Junior Warden                                                 

Kathi Whipker, Parish Administrator                                            
Michelle Farnsworth, Interim Music Director 

Robyn Ingram, Custodian 
 

2651 California Street 
Columbus, IN 47201 
Phone: 812-372-7869 

stpaulscolumbusin@gmail.com 

stpaulscolumbus.org 

ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

     2651 CALIFORNIA ST. 

   COLUMBUS, IN  47201 

In case of  pastoral emergency 
please call: 

 The Rev. Kathy Tomas 

Cell: 317-670-5960 


