
   ST .  PAUL ’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH JANUARY 2020 THE VENITE 

THE VENITE 
College for Congregational Development:  

An Opportunity for Something Amazing to Happen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Any church can grow if they really want to.”  Those are the words of  The Reverend Peter Van Zanten, Vicar in 
Charge at St. Germaine’s Episcopal Church in Hoodsport, Washington.  He and a small group  decided that they 
were not ready to be done -- that God wasn’t done with them yet.  They took part in the College for Congrega-
tional Development where they were given a new vision and renewed energy to become a more faithful, healthy 
and effective faith community. 

Begun in the Episcopal Diocese of Olympia, the College for Congregational Development is a comprehensive 

training program. It seeks to nurture and develop congregational development practitioners from within existing 

parish lay and clergy leadership.  The program draws on organizational and congregational development theory 

and practice, current and traditional understandings of Anglican/Episcopal ethos, culture, spirituality and ways of 

being the church today. 

Indianapolis is one of a growing number of dioceses to be part of this new, exciting initiative.  The College will be 
offered in an intensive week-long summer format at Waycross Camp and 
Conference Center July 12-18, 2020. 

For more information about the College for Congregational Development 
and to watch the inspiring story of St. Germaine’s, go to                        
indydio.org.  Canon Kristin White is available to answer any of our ques-
tions.  We at St. Paul’s are blessed to have this opportunity available so 
close to home.  Will you prayerfully consider enrolling? 

“St. Germaine’s is an example of what can happen to anyone who gets the 
skills, is able to prayerfully discern and who really, really longs to discover the 
church God is calling you to be.”  

~The Reverend Allissa Newton, Program Director 
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From the Interim Rector 
 

A NEW YEAR, NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR GROWTH 
 

A new year is upon us and with a new year there are new challenges and new opportunities.  
 
On the front page you read about “An Opportunity for Something Amazing to Happen”, Rachel Foyst’s arti-
cle about  the College for Congregational Development that is coming to Indiana this summer to our very own 
Waycross Camp and Conference Center.  We are never too old to learn and Bishop Jennifer is hoping as 
many people as possible will attend this week long intensive leadership training opportunity.  A special infor-
mation session about how to apply for the college will be held later this month.  Watch the weekly announce-
ments. 
 
However, you don’t have to wait until summer for new opportunities to learn about ministries of leading and 
serving.  During January at St. Paul’s we will hold sessions  for all of our Worship Ministers and for anyone 
interested in joining one of the Worship Ministries.  Review and training for each of the ministries will be 
held on the following days from 9:15 am – 10:00 am (during the Forum time) in the sanctuary. 
 
 January 5th  – Acolytes and Chalice Bearers 
 January  12th – Lectors and Lay Eucharistic Visitors 
 January 19th – Greeters/Ushers and Altar Guild Members 
 
All current ministers should plan to attend. All others 
are welcome.  If you are simply curious about a ministry 
and not yet sure you’re ready to commit, please feel free 
to come to the session or sessions to learn more. Current 
ministers would love to share “why” they serve with you. 
 
 
 
Mark your calendar now.  Another opportunity for 
leadership training will be presented by the Diocese on 
February 29th at Waycross.  A day long workshop for vestry members and prospective parish leaders along 
with clergy will be held from 10:00 a.m. to approximately 3:00 p.m. More information will be in the bulletin 
in the upcoming weeks. 
 
As we look forward with new hope, let us remember that our life as a community of faith depends on each of 
us serving the whole, and that we do that best as we learn and grow. 
 
Looking forward to a growth-filled year, 
Rev. Kathy Thomas 
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Vestry Candidates 

Shelly Bell 

I have been a member of St. Paul’s Episcopal since 1990 when Mike and I moved to Columbus. I was raised Catholic, 
therefore Mike and I were married in the Catholic church but with both Catholic and Episcopal (Mike’s brother) priests 
presiding. As we tried to stay open to both churches early in our married life, St. Paul’s seemed a better fit for us. Many 
of you have seen our three children, Mickey, Victoria and Elizabeth being raised at St. Paul’s serving as acolytes and at-
tending church services.  Over the years, I have been involved in Children’s Sunday School, Youth Group and volunteered 
in the nursery. I tend to volunteer for more social type of services, like cooking and serving food either for church events 
or Love Chapel.  I have recently been experimenting with my green thumb in the church garden. 

Outside of my church life, I work at Cummins as an IT Manager. My latest volunteer activity has been serving as a CASA 
(court appointed special advocate) for children that have been abused or neglected. I plan on taking on my third case soon.  

Many of the same beliefs and caring people that drew Mike and I into this parish many years ago exist today. I am excited 
for the upcoming years at St. Paul’s as we grow and become stronger. 

 

Bill Garber 

I have been a member of St. Paul’s for about 50 years and have been on vestry 5 times under 5 different rector’s and been 
senior warden 5 times.  I practiced law in a private practice for 35 years and retired in 2016. Prior to that I was counsel 
for Cosco for 10 years.  I have been married to the lovely and vivacious Roxie for nearly 56 years and we have raised 4 
children at St. Paul’s.  I have served on several other Boards throughout the years including: Girl’s Club, Hospital Founda-
tion, Just Friends, Columbus Philharmonic, and the Columbus Arts Council. 

  
 Vicki Gust 

My name is Vicki Gust and I’m running for Vestry this year.  I have been a member of St. Paul’s for 28 years.  I have two 
children who were active and confirmed in this church and I have three grandchildren who were all baptized at St. Paul’s.  
I am currently a Delegate to Convention with two remaining years, a member of DOK and will be taking over UTO this 
year.  In the past I have been on the vestry, I think, 2-3 times.  I oversaw children’s education for many years. I was very 
active in the church when my children were little.  I’ve taken a break and it’s time for me to become active again.  I feel 
that being a member of the vestry will do just that.  While on the vestry I would like to focus on outreach. 

 

John Settle 

I am a husband and father of three. I have been an a member of the Episcopal  church since 1991. I was a Chalice bearer 
and vestry member at St. Christopher’s in Carmel, Indiana.  Since moving to Columbus, in 2012, my family and I have 
been members of St. Paul’s. I have served as an usher, lector, Chalice bearer, Diocesan Convention delegate, and have 
one term on the Vestry.  I love our Church and our faith and trust that God will lead us through this challenging time.   

 



                                                             Parish Life 

Christmas Eve Service — Rev. Kathy gets some help with her 
sermon, from the children. 
 
 
Advent Forums 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Greening the church for Christmas and enjoying a Chili Supper afterwards 
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                                                                        Outreach  
 

This year’s “Songs for Love Chapel” fundraising concert on      
December 8th was a rousing success!  Over $4,000 was raised—a 
record setting amount, and a wagon full of food was donated.    
Everyone enjoyed a marvelous afternoon of holiday music and left 
full of Christmas spirit! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Holiday Thank Yous 
 
Advent and Christmas at St. Paul’s were uplifting and beautiful, a true celebration of “God with Us”.  I would like to thank every-
one who gave of their time and talent to create a meaningful and holy experience.  A special thanks to the following people: Kelli 
Thompson and all of the Altar Guild, all of the Worship Ministers (acolytes, chalice bearers, LEV’s, lectors, ushers, and tellers).  
Thanks to Michelle Farnsworth for her service both at the early and ate Holy Eucharist, and her work with the choir. Thank you to 
the choir for helping us make a joyful noise.  And a huge thank you to Kathi who prepared oodles of bulletins.  Merry Christmas 
and A Very Happy New Year!  ~ Rev. Kathy Thomas, Interim Rector 
 

THE VENITE PAGE 5 



                                                                

                                                                

                               Employee Schedules 

 

You are welcome to call or email The Rev. Kathy Thomas, Interim Rector, to make an appointment.       
Ph: 317-670-5960; email: kthomas50mersey@gmail.  Her scheduled office hours for January are:  

Thursday, Jan. 2 (Ladies Lunch day):  1pm – 5 pm 
Sundays, Jan. 5, 12, 19, and 26:  1pm to 3pm.   
Tuesday, Jan. 7 (Vestry meeting night):  1pm – 5pm 
Wednesdays, Jan. 15,  22, & 29: 1pm – 5 pm 

 
Kathi Whipker, Parish Administrator, is in the office 9:00 AM to 12:00 noon Monday through Friday.  She 
is out of the office on the first Wednesday of each month.   
 
Michelle Farnsworth, Interim Music Director, rehearses the choir on Thursday evenings each week.  They 
sing one Sunday each month.  If you would like to participate please give her a call (248-921-5314), she 
would be delighted for you to join the merriment!  
 
Robyn Ingram (and crew), Custodian, most often completes her duties on Tuesday evenings and Saturdays.  
Unbelievably, Robyn had to undergo another procedure to try to resolve 4 more kidney stones.  This was pre-
formed the first second week of December and doctors are hopeful that they have finally gotten them all!  
Keep Robyn in prayers as she recovers, yet again, and let’s all say many prayers that the procedure was com-
pletely successful and she can be finished with this saga ;)  

 
 
                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Financial Summary 

January Birthdays 

6th Gertie Woods 

          Gary Woods 

17th Cindy Overmyer 

19th Ryan Fisher 

20th Deborah Henry 

21st Nick Firestone 

30th Michael Overmyer 

31st Corin Fisher 

November 30, 2019 : Actual Pledge and Plate Offerings are $14,361 with Expenditures being $16,607 for a 
negative cash flow of -$2,247 vs the expected negative cash flow of -$1,959.  Year to Date Actual Pledge and 
Plate Offerings are $156,911 with Expenditures of $188,531 for a negative cash flow of -$31,621 vs the ex-
pected negative cash flow of -$19,467.  YTD Actual Pledge and Plate Offerings are $156,911 as compared to 
the budget of $169,688 for a negative difference of -$12,777.  YTD Actual Pledge and Plate Offerings are 
$156,911 as compared to the previous year of $165,679 for a negative difference of -$8,769.  YTD Actual 
Expenditures are $188,531 vs. $189,154 budgeted for a difference of -$623.    
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Vestry 

Vestry minutes from November 12, 2019 meeting 

Attendance: Reverend Kathy Thomas, Cristi Adams, Mike Bell, Rachael  Foyst, Andrew Goldsmid, Patrick Schumacher, Teresa 

Woods,  Ken Erickson  (Part time to report on the Computer Systems) 

Apologies for absence received from Cheryl Paravitana. 

St Paul’s Computers 

Ken Erickson was thanked for the work he has been doing on the St Paul’s computer system.  

Primary goal to get the church laptop operating in the Rector’s office and communicating with the church printers.  

In the process Ken discovered that the church had two user contracts. One a 5 user contract that will be updated, the other a 

separate contract for Father Marc’s computer will be cancelled.  

We also have a contract for Tech Support with the Best Buy Geek Squad. This will be continued. 

A motion recommending that Ken continue to troubleshoot and upgrade the system was proposed by Teresa and seconded by 

Andrew. It was unanimously approved.     

October Vestry Minutes 

These were approved.  Proposed by Patrick, seconded by Teresa, and unanimously approved.  

Finance Report 

Barb, Mike, and Patrick will continue to approve St Paul’s checks.  No change in signers until the new vestry is elected in Jan. 

Reverend Kathy will be issued with a new church credit card. 

Finance requested a transfer of $20K from our investment to current account so we have cash in our current account to pay the 

bills.  

A motion to transfer funds was proposed by Patrick, seconded by Teresa and unanimously approved.  

So far the total amount transferred from investment to current accounts in 2019 is $35K. We don’t expect additional transfers.  

October income: $9,030 in Plate and Pledge Offerings. October Expenses: $18,768. The October negative cash flow is $9,738 vs 

an expected negative cash flow of $5,302.  

The year to date Pledge and Plate offerings are $142,250, compared with the budget of $155,671 for a negative difference of –

($13,121). 

The year to date expenditures are $171,924 Vs $173,179 for a positive difference of $1,255. 

Finance will have the 2020 expenditure budget prepared for the next vestry meeting. 

Old  & New Business 

Interim Music Director.  Andrew proposed and Rachel seconded a motion to offer the job of Interim Music Director to Michelle 

Farnsworth. The motion was approved unanimously. 

Subsequent to the meeting Michelle accepted the position and Barb Parker has added her name to the Church payroll. 

We discussed back up/ supply organists. Erik Matson erikjmatson@gmail.com coordinates the IU organists. (He has worshipped 
at St Paul’s, and is the organist at First United Methodist.) John Simpson played for us several times during the summer and 

we have a new parishioner and organist Amy Roth who has recently moved to Columbus from New Albany. 

There will be a Roadside Banner to advertise the Christmas concert for Love Chapel.  Michelle Farnsworth will again play the 

piano. 

We have had no further communication from the Agathiyar Tamil Association of Columbus who were interested in using the Par-

ish Hall for 2 hours on Sunday Afternoon. Item Closed. 

A Building Use policy exists and can be found on the St Paul’s website: http://www.stpaulscolumbus.org/policies  

(Minutes continued on pg. 8) 
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(November Vestry Minutes, continued from pg. 7) 

The Bartholomew County Indivisible group continues to meet at St Paul’s every Tuesday from 6:30 to 8:00 pm. Jenny Heichel-

bech a member of their Admin key has a church key. 

A notice announcing the upcoming Interfaith Pride Service at North Christian will be posted in the Parish Hall on the Outreach 

Noticeboard.  

Stewardship 

We reviewed the pledge card and letter for this years ‘New Hope’ campaign, and added the ingathering date of Sunday Nov 24th 

to the letter. The letter will be mailed this week. 

Andrew is working with Frank Guthrie on the Ministry Fair for Nov 17th.  Reverend Kathy will provide hats and ribbons to encour-

age the participants to consider new ministries.. 

Melissa zur Loye is coordinating a ‘Harvest luncheon’ after the 10:15 service on Nov 27th to celebrate the campaign. A ‘Sign up’ 

sheet is posted in the parish hall. 

Newcomers 

Joe and Valerie Burgess are making their move to Columbus permanent. 

Amy Roth, another newcomer, can park close to the entrance door.  (The marked handicap space is too far away.) 

Worship 

Reverend Kathy will work with Kelli Thompson on decorating the church for Advent and Christmas. She would like the Greening 

of the church to take place on Dec 22nd after the 10:15 service.  

Advent and Christmas are two distinct seasons in the church calendar and decorated differently. 

Reverend Kathy will canvas the congregation regarding the Christmas Eve service/s. Times will be adjusted to suit Michelle’s 

schedule and commitment to Sandy Hook Methodist.  

Senior Warden’s Report 

The Nominating Committee of Mike Bell, Andrew Goldsmid, and Cheryl Paravitana (Outgoing vestry members) will find candi-

dates for next year’s vestry. 

Also needed a representative for Diocesan Convention. 

Agreed that the Annual Meeting will take place on Jan 26th 2020. 

There was a discussion of Snow Plough guidelines. If the decision to plough is left to the contractor it can result in unnecessary 

snow removal.  

 Ideally any plough/ no plough decision should be made by a member of the church. Further discussion needed on this issue..  

Inclement weather. No written policy on our website: but if a decision is made to cancel a service, members would expect at least 

an E mail notification.  

Interim Rector’s Report 

The Reverend Kathy met with Cannon Kristin and Reverend Barb Kempf on Oct 24th to discuss the way ahead. 

Monthly themes were identified:  Nov:  Stewardship and Welcome.  Dec: Spiritual Nurture for Advent and Christmas. Jan: Leader-
ship Development (Annual Meeting). Feb: Seeking Deeper Relationships, developing a new identity and growing in fellow-
ship. March: Holy Conversations:  Healing, Reconciliation, and Forgiveness (Coincides with Lent)- Rev Barb Kemp will help 

facilitate.  April: Hopes and Dreams for the future (Easter). May:  New Hope. 

No meeting time was left for a discussion, but Reverend Kathy is seeking input. 

Next Vestry Meeting: Tuesday Dec 10th @ 6:30, followed by a Pitch In. Cheryl has kindly offered to host the ‘Pitch In’. Patrick and 

Reverend Kathy will confirm. 

Respectfully Submitted,  Andrew Goldsmid. 



THE VENITE ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH PAGE 9 

 

 

 

January 2020 Service Schedule  

If you are unable to serve as assigned, please find a substitute 

Date & 

Time 
Chalice 

Lectors  
OT reader listed 

first,  NT second 

Acolytes Ushers LEV Tellers 

8:00 
 

Jan. 5 
 

10:15 

Patrick    

Schumacher 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

John DeLap 

Nancy Morris 

Chuck Boddie 

~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Frank Guthrie 

David     

Thompson  

 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Sarah DeLap 

Chuck & Tina 

Boddie 

~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Mike Bell 

Frank Guthrie 

 
 

Nancy Morris  

 

Mike Bell 

Andrew   

Goldsmid 

 

8:00 
 

Jan. 12 
 

10:15 

 

Chuck Boddie 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Frank Guthrie 

Melis zur Loye 

 

Nick Firestone 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Ken Erickson 

Melis zur Loye 

 

 

 

Braden Miler  

 

Nick & Marilyn 

Firestone 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Dick Weaver 

Gary Woods 

 

 

Roxie Garber 

 

Ken Erickson 

Bill Garber 

8:00 

 

Jan. 19 
 

10:15 

Patrick    

Schumacher 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

John Settle 

Cheryl        

Paranavitana 

 

Chuck Boddie 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Andrew      
Goldsmid      

Sian Goldsmid 

 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Sam Settle 

 

Chuck & Tina 

Boddie 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Andrew & 

Sian Goldsmid 

 

 

John Settle 

 

Andrew   

Goldsmid 

Frank Guthrie 

8:00 

 

Jan. 26 
 

10:15 

 

Chuck Boddie 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

John DeLap 

Melis zur Loye 

 

Jill Schumacher 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

John Settle 

Cheryl          

Paranavitana 

 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Sarah DeLap 

 

Cristi Adams  

Tina Boddie 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Mike Bell 

Dick Weaver 

 

 

Patrick    

Schumacher 

 

Mike Bell 

Bill Garber 

8:00 
 

Feb. 2 
 

10:15 

 

Patrick    

Schumacher 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Nancy Morris 

David   

Thompson  

 

Nick Firestone 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

John DeLap 

Teresa Woods 

 

 

 

Braden      

Miller 

 

Nick & Marilyn 

Firestone 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Frank Guthrie  

Gary Woods 

 

 

Nancy Morris 

 

Ken Erickson 

Frank Guthrie 
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9 am– AA 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Dec. 29 30 31 Jan. 1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31 Feb. 1 

 

6:30 pm– AA 

6:30 pm—AA 

6:30 pm– AA 

6:30 pm– AA 

11:30 am — 
Ladies lunch @ 
Papa’s Deli 

Rev. Kathy in 
the office 

7 pm —    
Choir Practice 

9 am– AA 

9 am– AA 

9 am– AA 

9 am– AA 

         9 am– AA 

6 pm — Finance  

6:15 pm - Indivisible                

6:30 pm —Vestry 

Rev. Kathy in 
the office  

Holy Eucharist      
8:00 Rite I             
9:00 Coffee &  
Fellowship     
10:15  Rite II 
11:30 Annual 
Meeting 

9 am– AA 

Holy Eucharist      
8:00 Rite I             
9:00 Coffee & 
Forum        
10:15  Rite II   
11:15 Fellowship 

Holy Eucharist      
8:00 Rite I             
9:00 Coffee &  
Forum        
10:15  Rite II 
11:15 Fellowship  

9 am– AA   

 

Holy Eucharist      
8:00 Rite I             
9:00 Coffee &  
Forum              
10:15  Rite II 
11:15 Fellowship  

Items in italics are parish-related events, happening off-site 

Kathi out of the 
office  

9 am– AA 

Holy Eucharist      
8:00 Rite I             
9:00 Coffee &  
Forum               
10:15  Rite II  
11:15 Fellowship  

6:30 pm– AA 

 9 am– AA   
 

Rev. Kathy        
in the office  

December 2019 

9 am– AA   

New Year’s 

Day 

Church   
office closed 

January 2020 

7 pm—     
Choir Practice  

7 pm—     
Choir Practice  

7 pm—     
Choir Practice  

7 pm—     
Choir Practice  

Rev. Kathy        
in the office  

Rev. Kathy        
in the office  



    Mission, Vision, and Values 

 

Mission:  

•  Proclaim by word and example the good news of God       

       in Christ. 

Vision: 

• We are first and foremost a worshipping community,                                                                       

       participants rather than spectators. 

• Hospitality. 

• Service to the community (St. Paul’s as well as local,  national,              

       and international.) 

Values: 

• Anglican traditions (e.g. scripture, tradition, and reason, the via  

      media, unity in diversity.) 

• Uphold the traditional orthodox formularies (scriptures, Creeds, 

      sacraments, and the historic episcopate.) 

• Recognize and value every person as made in the image of God, 

      welcoming the gifts that diversity affords. 

• Seek to equip all the saints in the baptismal ministry to which 
they are called. 

Office Notes:  The deadline for Venite information and articles is the 15th of the month.  If you 
wish, you may leave a message concerning schedules to serve, etc. in the gray book outside the 
office, call the office, 372-7869, or send an email, stpaulscolumbusin@gmail.com.    Thank you! 

Vestry Members Commission Liaison 

Cristi Adams ‘18   Formation 

Mike Bell ‘17   Building & Grounds 

Rachel Foyst ‘19 
   

Congregational Development 

Andrew Goldsmid ‘17 
   

Outreach, People’s Warden 

Cheryl Paranavitana ‘17   Worship & Parish Life 

Patrick Schumacher ‘18    Rector’s Warden 

Teresa Woods ‘19   Communications 
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Meetings 

 

Finance 
Tuesday, January 7, 6 pm 

 

Vestry 
Tuesday, January 7, 6:30 pm 

 

 

 

Vestry Officers 

 

Rector’s Warden       Patrick Schumacher 

People’s Warden        Andrew Goldsmid 

Treasurer                        Mike Bell  

 



The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows, Bishop 
The Rev. Kathy Thomas, Interim Rector 

The Rev. Wendy Manley, Affiliated Clergy 
Patrick Schumacher, Senior Warden                                                    
Andrew Goldsmid, Junior Warden 

Kathi Whipker, Parish Administrator                                            
Michelle Farnsworth, Interim Music Director 

Robyn Ingram, Custodian 
 

2651 California Street 
Columbus, IN 47201 
Phone: 812-372-7869 

stpaulscolumbusin@gmail.com 

stpaulscolumbus.org 

ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

     2651 CALIFORNIA ST. 

   COLUMBUS, IN  47201 

In case of  pastoral emergency 
please call: 

 The Rev. Wendy Manley 

Cell: 1-802-279-0063 


