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ADVENT and CHRISTMAS WORSHIP
“Jack be nimble, jack be quick, jack jump over the candlestick.”
While the above isn’t scripture, it seems somewhat appropriate as we try to plan worship services during this
Advent and Christmas season in the midst of the pandemic. I would change the rhyme slightly, “St. Paul’s be
nimble, St. Paul’s be quick, St. Paul’s Do Not jump over the Candlesticks (on the Advent Wreath, that is).”
So much for poetry :)
Advent, the church’s season of waiting and preparing is upon us, and in light of our circumstances here are St.
Paul’s plans for worship.
First and Second Sundays of Advent (Nov. 29 and Dec. 6)
-Households can create a sacred space by having their own Advent Wreath on their table.
-Our Sunday Service will be a service of Morning Prayer on Zoom (no in-person worship). We will
begin the service with the lighting of the Advent Wreath in church (Michelle will be our acolyte and
organist on these days). While the church’s wreath is lit, we encourage parishioners to light their
Wreaths.
-The Eucharistic Lessons will be used at these services.
Here is where we will be nimble and quick. After Dec. 6, we will re-evaluate the COVID spike. If the
spread continues, we will stay with worship all on Zoom. If things are getting better, we will assess the safety and desires of parishioners.
Third and Fourth Sundays of Advent (Dec. 13 and 20th)
Based on the above assessment, St. Paul’s may resume the hybrid form of worship having both in-person
Zoom options available. Going forward, the Zoom option will always be available.
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Advent Formation Opportunities
By Melissa zur Loye

Advent is a season of preparation. As we are busy decorating our homes and making delicious food, and
choosing, wrapping, and sending gifts and cards to special people, we are also Preparing ourselves to welcome Christ. I know we spend all year doing that at St. Paul’s, but during Advent we become more intentional. It is set aside and marked as our time to prepare. AND…it can be helpful to have something to help us
stay focused on “the reason for the season.”
This year St. Paul’s is offering two very different opportunities to engage in an
Advent Discipline. The first has been spearheaded by Elizabeth Monette. Earlier
this month Elizabeth offered a selection of Advent books to parishioners that she
ordered. The book chosen unanimously was “A Way to the Manger”. This book is
based on the Episcopal Church’s current program, The Way of Love. Each week of
this season offers the witness of different participants in Jesus’ birth story: angels,
shepherds, Mary, Elizabeth, Simeon, Anna, Zachariah, and Joseph. Each witness
reflects and embodies one of the seven practices of the Way of Love. While not
everyone has the book, below are the scripture verses and practices for meditation
from “A Way to the Manger”.
Advent I: Zachariah – (Lk 1:5-25, 57-80)
(Lk. 1:26-38)
Turn—Pause, listen, and choose to follow Jesus

Advent II: Mary and Joseph-

Advent III: Elizabeth- (Lk. (1: 39-56)
Rest- Receive the gift of God’s grace, peace,
and restoration

Advent IV: Angels & Shepherds (Lk.2:8-20)
Worship- Gather in community weekly to
thank, praise, and draw near to God

Christmas I: Simeon-(Lk. 2:21-35)
Pray—Dwell intentionally with God each day

Christmas II: Anna (Lk. 2: 36-38)
Bless- Share faith and unselfishly serve

Go – Cross boundaries, listen deeply

Epiphany: Jesus (Lk. 2:41-53)
Learn- Reflect on scripture each day, especially on Jesus’ life and teachings.
The second opportunity was offered at the Advent Forum on Sunday, November 29th, the first Sunday of Advent. During the Forum we learned about making an Advent calendar using the Praying in Color format. If
you would like to download a template or learn more about this activity, the website is https://
prayingincolor.com/tag/advent
We know that this Christmas is likely to look very different to last year’s and to next year’s. After church on
Sundays we look forward to sharing our favorite traditions and memories. In so doing, we hope that you can
find hope, peace, comfort, and joy this Advent.
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REGISTER NOW FOR IN-PERSON
CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP
We are hoping that we will be able to have in-person worship available for Christmas Eve Services. If the
current surge begins to retreat, St. Paul’s will celebrate the Eucharist at 2:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. on Christmas Eve. To make sure that the sanctuary is not crowded the number of people will be limited. The sanctuary is currently marked for 12 households to allow for social distancing. Each household area can accommodate up to 4-5 people. Most of our households consist of 1-2 people, with only a few families that may
want to attend having 4-5 people. Our sanctuary when full holds approximately 150 people. Current guidelines are that gatherings be no more than 25% of capacity. Therefore, we will limit attendance at each service to 12 households with no more than 25 people plus the worship ministers at each service. Since our current Sunday average for in-person worship has been 13 people, and many of our congregation continue to
worship on Zoom, the Worship Committee believes this will accommodate those wanting to attend inperson services.
You can begin registering at any time. To register:
1. E-mail the office (stpaulscolumbusin@gmail.com) or call Kathi Whipker (812-579-5487) and
leave your name, the service you would like to attend, and the number of people in your household.
2. Kathi will reply to your e-mail confirming your registration.
3. If your plans change and you will be unable to attend, PLEASE let Kathi know. That way, if places are filled and there is a waiting list, we can let them know if space becomes available.
4. We will publish the numbers (not names) of those registered each Sunday in the bulletin to keep
people informed.
Communication will be key
during this time, and we will
work to be sure everyone stays
informed.
Rev. Kathy Thomas

Dear Members of St. Paul’s,

In a recent conversation with the clergy of the diocese, Bishop Jennifer supported the idea of not having services on December 27th. Recognizing the reality of virtual “burnout”, the Bishop gave her permission for
any rector/PIC who needed a week off to take it on the Sunday after Christmas.
St. Paul’s has been worshiping online for 9 months with only one Sunday where we have not held worship.
Therefore, in the interest of all members, and in particularly, your rector, I have decided that I would like to
take the Sunday after Christmas as one of my Sunday’s off.
Therefore, we will not gather for a regular worship service on December 27th. If there is a group that wishes to gather to pray Morning Prayer from the Book of Common Prayer, please let me know and we will disseminate that information. However, there will be no “bulletin” put out for the service.
Blessings for a fruitful Advent, Rev. Kathy Thomas
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Annual Meeting and Vestry Nominations
It is hard to believe, but a new year is just ahead!
With the new year there are a number of parish
activities that we need to be thinking about and
preparing for now.
Mark your calendar now! The Annual Meeting
has been scheduled for January 17, 2021. It will
be held on Zoom with a small group of people
gathered in the Parish Hall.

As is our custom, we will be electing new vestry
members and new delegates for the Diocesan
Convention at the Annual Meeting.
The nominating committee (outgoing vestry
members: Patrick Schumacher, Cristi Adams,
and Win Morris) are currently taking names
from interested members of the parish. In addition, to filling the three 3-year positions, we also need
someone to serve one year to finish the term vacated by one of the vestry members earlier this year.
We are also in need of two people to serve as delegates to Convention as both Vicki Gust and John
Settle have served their two year terms.

The Canons of the Episcopal Church state the following qualifications for Vestry members. To be on
Vestry a person:
1. Must be a baptized or confirmed Communicant member of the Parish. A Communicant
member is a person who has received Holy Communion at least three times during the preceding year.
2. Must be a Qualified Voter of the parish. A Qualified Voter is a communicant member
who is 16 years or older and whose name appears on the records of the parish Treasurer as
a regular contributor to the support of the parish for three months preceding the Annual
Meeting (held in January).
3. Must have attended the services of the Parish for the three months preceding the election.
As the search for a new priest continues, the need for people who are interested in working to help St.
Paul’s move forward during this time of transition is imperative. Pray about what God may be calling
you to at this time. Interested? Send your name, a short paragraph of why you would like to serve at
this particular time, and what gifts and experiences you bring to a vestry or delegates position to a
member of the nominating committee (listed above).
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Vestry
Vestry minutes from November 10, 2020 meeting

Present: Rev. Kathy, Cristi Adams, Shelly Bell, Bill Garber, Vicki Gust, Win Morris, Patrick Schumacher, John Settle, Melissa zur Loye,
and Mike Bell (Treasurer)
The meeting opened at 6:35 with prayer
A quorum being present, a motion to enter the October minutes into the record was moved, seconded, and passed.
Finance: - Mike Bell
October expenses exceeded income by $1,034. The total for the year is -$4,767. This is roughly half of the deficit that was budgeted through October of this year.
Kathi Whipker has been working more hours during the pandemic. Therefore, her salary has been higher than budgeted. The
vestry is not concerned about this increase and asked Rev. Kathy to express to Kathi the sincere gratitude of the vestry for
her dedication during this challenging time. Action: Rev. Kathy will speak with Kathi.
The 2021 Preliminary Budget was presented to the vestry. We are still hoping for more pledges to be returned. We have received 24 so far, down from 36 last year, for $108,000. The salary for the sexton and for a rector were briefly addressed.
Action: Patrick will send us a link to the minimum compensation guidelines from the diocesan office. Action: Vestry will
familiarize itself with the budget in preparation for discussion and up/down vote at next month’s vestry meeting. Action:
Rev. Kathy and Patrick will follow up with some parishioners as to their pledge plans.
Old Business
Marketing – The Republic’s information about us (services and times) has been updated. Action: John will contact Andrew Goldsmid about using the yard sign to communicate our hours, etc.
Tablet Purchase – Action: Patrick will purchase a Samsung Galaxy with funds from the tech grant we received during the summer.
This will cost around $450. A tripod has already been purchased.
New Business
Search Process:
Rev. Kathy, Patrick and John met last week.
The Annual Meeting will be scheduled for January 17.
There will be a vestry retreat on January 24 with members of the new vestry and those who will have just cycled off as well as
continuing members. The main business of the retreat will be the formation of the search committee, tentatively made up of
the vestry and outgoing vestry members, and a discussion of the parish profile which we need to develop before our search
can begin to advertise for a new rector.
Both meetings could be zoom or hybrid (both zoom and in person). It will depend on Covid-19 spread at the time.
Canon Kristen will meet with the vestry after the annual meeting and the retreat, once we have decided whether we are looking
for a part time or a full time rector or priest-in-charge. This is tentatively scheduled for January 31. Action: Patrick will confirm the date with Canon Kristen. Action: Rev. Kathy will act as go-between with vestry/Canon Kristen and will use information from the diocese to inform the agenda for the retreat.
Communications Process:
Vestry and parish members are reminded to send Kathi Whipker information they would like distributed to the parish. This will
ensure that the office and Rev. Kathy are aware before information is sent out.
Agape communications will continue to be sent out by Barbara Parker with the gratitude of the vestry.
Several of our congregation members do not have access to email and they are being kept informed by our LEVs on their weekly
visits. We also have a vestry phone tree which can be used for specific communications.
Nominations for Vestry:
Cristi, Win, and Patrick are going off vestry at the end of the year and are this year’s nominating committee. They will be gathering names and coordinating contacting possible candidates. Action: Vestry will send them any names in a timely manner.
The deadline for the Venite this month is November 23. It is hoped that the bios for candidates for vestry will be ready by then.
(minutes continued on pg. 6)
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(December Vestry Minutes, continued from pg. 5)
Reports
Building and Grounds: Bill Garber
There have been two meetings this month to go over the outside and the inside of the church and see what
maintenance is needed. There will be another meeting scheduled to go over the basement and create a list
of the sexton’s responsibilities. Action: After this meeting the list will be shared in person with the sexton so
any questions can be addressed. Action: Committee will make a prioritized list of work that needs to be
completed on the church building and grounds.
Rev. Kathy suggested that we could look for creative ways for the parishioners to help fund some of this
work.

Parish Life: Shelly
A report was submitted to the vestry before the meeting. The committee is investigating making baskets for
our shut-ins. Money earmarked for fellowship will be used.
Formation: Cristi
The committee will meet November 19th at 1 pm to discuss Advent offerings.
Worship: Vicki
The committee will meet next week to discuss Christmas. Win thanked Vicki for the work she has done on
UTO.
Outreach: John

There is one more hot meal this month that St. Paul’s will serve for Love Chapel.
Senior Warden:
Patrick updated vestry that zoom will not allow two meetings to be running simultaneously from our account. It was decided no action will be taken at this time as there have been no significant complications
with meetings overlapping.
Interim Rector:
Discussion about opening our church for AA meetings if they ask us to. The vestry agreed that this should be
run past the reopening committee for guidelines and that at the present time, with the covid-19 number increasing rapidly, we would not open the church. Junior Warden spoke of our call to minister to the community and make sure not to shut ourselves off in this time of community need.

Rev. Kathy reported that the phones at the church building have not been working. Action: Ken Erikson is
investigating.
The diocesan convention was last weekend. There were resolutions passed on the subject of racism and social justice. In addition, Rev. Kathy, Wendy Manley, and Elizabeth Monette attended workshops on Racial
Justice. Action: Rev. Kathy will write an article for the Venite. Action: Rev. Kathy are other attendees will
look for other opportunities to share what they learned.
The meeting closed at 8:35 with prayer.
Next meeting January 12, 2021
Respectfully submitted,
Melissa zur Loye, Clerk
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From the desk of Rev. Kathy Thomas, Interim Rector
A PRAYER TO FIGHT COVID-19
My Dear Sisters and Brothers,
My sister, Ruthann, who lives in Washington State is a prayer and energy worker.
She believes deeply that prayer and especially praying together heals and fights the darkness. By education she
is an English teacher and eloquent with words. In one of our recent conversations, I asked her to write a prayer that I/We might pray to rid the world of this virus that is taking so much from the human family. While I do
believe that we can and should learn from situations that call us to rely on God, I also believe that if we do not
pray, in Jesus’ name, against things that harm us that we are relinquishing the power of the Spirit given to us.
My sister is also very aware of spiritual diversity. Therefore, she has written two separate prayers to use as
may fit your personal piety at this time. We will begin using the ‘traditional’ prayer on Advent I.

A Prayer to Fight Covid-19 (traditional) by Ruthann Gedeon-Gaudet
Dear God, our creator who has made all things, we lean on the words of you precious, Son, Jesus. He
told us to “ask and you will receive”, “seek and find”, “knock and it will be opened.” He also told us that
“where 2 or 3 are gathered and ask of my Father, it will be done.”
We ask you now, dear God, to stop the continued spread of the illness caused by the Covid virus, and
to open our hearts and our minds to learn and understand how we, your human
creation, may be complicit in causing this virus to come among us.
Please help us to change our behaviors that we may be more loving and caring of our lovely home,
Earth. Humbly and with faith we lay this before you, God, trusting gratefully in your care. Amen. Ref.
Mt.18:19-20, Jn. 16:24, Lk.11:9-10

A Prayer Against Covid (less traditional) by Ruthann Gedeon-Gaudet
Mother/Father God, creator of all things, you have given us the care of this earth and dominion over it.
By your direction and promise, and in your name, we bind and command this
Covid virus to stop interacting negatively within our cells causing illness and harm. As it is part of your creation, we ask you to change Covid’s interaction within our cells. In your name, Mother/Father God, we pray in
faith. Amen.
Let us pray individually and together often. Let us believe in God’s power working in us, and through us. It is
then that we will see it.

An Opportunity to Pray
Compline Together
A small group of parishioners has been gathering on
Zoom for evening Compline on Thursdays. Log in
just before 8pm with the Sunday morning ID (817
5713 8635 password: church). Please contact Elizabeth (emonette@bcremc.net, or 812-374-9097) or
Rev. Kathy (kthomas50mersey@gmail.com or
317-670-5960) if you are interested or have any
questions.
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Employee Schedules
You are welcome to call or email The Rev. Kathy Thomas, Interim Rector: Ph: 317-670-5960; email:
kthomas50mersey@gmail. Her regular office hours have been suspended at this time, but she would be happy to talk by phone or schedule a meeting – physically distancing, of course.
Kathi Whipker, Parish Administrator, is working from home until further notice. If need be, she can be
reached by home phone 812-579-5487 or personal email calicokatquilting@gmail.com. (Cell phone 812-6035028, but reception isn’t always good.)
Michelle Farnsworth, Interim Music Director, has suspended choir rehearsals during this time. She can be
contacted on her cell: 248-921-5314.
Robyn Ingram (and crew), Custodian, most often completes her duties on Tuesday evenings and Saturdays.

Financial Summary

10/31/20 Actual Pledge & Plate Offerings and Investment Income are $9,105 with Expenditures being
$10,139 for a negative cash flow of -$1,034 vs the expected positive cash flow of $749. Year to Date Actual
Pledge and Plate Offerings are $127,560 with Expenditures of $132,327 for a negative cash flow of -$4,767
vs the expected negative cash flow of -$9,488. YTD Actual Pledge & Plate Offerings and Investment Income are $127,560 as compared to the budget of $137,618 for a negative difference of -$10,058. YTD
Actual Pledge and Plate Offerings are $127,560 as compared to the previous year of $142,550 for a negative
difference of -$14,999. YTD Actual Expenditures are $132,327 vs. $147,106 budgeted for a difference of
$14,780.

December
Birthdays
& Anniversaries

3 Fiona Smythe
3 Ben Thompson
11 Sam Parker
18 Bryce Mueller
19 Nick Neeley
20 Eris Johnson

21 Ravi Varma
24 Bert Christopher
December 30 David & Mary Fredrickson

27 Andrew Goldsmid
28 Win Morris
28 Michelle Farnsworth
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December 2020 Service Schedule
If you are unable to serve as assigned, please find a substitute & let Kathi know.

Date &
Time

Chalice

Lector

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Melissa
zur Loye

Dec. 6
2 Advent

10:15
Dec. 13
3 Advent

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

10:15

Dec. 20

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Intercessor

People’s
Response

LEV

John Settle

Chuck Boddie

John Settle

Nick Firestone

Patrick
Schumacher

Nancy Morris

Patrick
Schumacher

Nancy Morris

Ken Erickson

Sian Goldsmid

Andrew
Goldsmid

LECTOR

ACOLYTE

USHER

Nancy Morris

David
Thompson

Frank Guthrie

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Andrew
Goldsmid

4 Advent

10:15
2 pm
Dec. 24

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Christmas Eve

Sian Goldsmid

4 pm

Dec. 27
10:15

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Patrick
Schumacher

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

No
Services today

Roxie Garber

Tellers

December

2020

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

Nov. 29

30

Dec. 1

2

3

4

5

11

12

18

19

25

26

ZOOM:

1st Sunday of
Advent
Holy Eucharist
10:15 Rite II

On Zoom

6

ZOOM:

11 am —
Bible Study
(Meeting ID:
291…)

7

8

8 pm —
Compline
(Meeting ID:
817…)

9

10

2nd Sunday of
Advent

ZOOM: 11 am
Bible Study

Holy Eucharist
10:15 Rite II

ZOOM:

6 pm — Finance
& Vestry

8 pm —
Compline

On Zoom

13
3rd Sunday of
Advent
Holy Eucharist
10:15 Rite II
On Zoom
(? In person)

20

14
4 pm—
Ecumenical
Assembly Marketing Comm.

21

4th Sunday of
Advent
Holy Eucharist
10:15 Rite II

15

16

ZOOM:

ZOOM:

11 am —
Bible Study

22

8 pm —
Compline

23

Christmas Eve
Services

11 am —
Bible Study

2 pm & 4 pm

You need to
preregister to
attend in-person

(? In person)

NO Services
at St. Paul’s
today

Services
resume Jan. 3

28

24

ZOOM:

On Zoom

27

17

29
ZOOM:
9 am– AA
11 am —
Bible Study

30

31

Christmas

Jan. 1

2

ZOOM:
8 pm —
Compline

On Sundays we will have one service at 10:15 am on ZOOM (ID 817 5713 8635 Password: church)
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Mission, Vision, and Values
Mission:

•

Proclaim by word and example the good news of God
in Christ.
Vision:

Meetings on ZOOM

•

We are first and foremost a worshipping community,
participants rather than spectators.

•
•

Hospitality.

•

Anglican traditions (e.g. scripture, tradition, and reason, the via
media, unity in diversity.)

•

Uphold the traditional orthodox formularies (scriptures, Creeds,
sacraments, and the historic episcopate.)

•

Recognize and value every person as made in the image of God,
welcoming the gifts that diversity affords.

•

Seek to equip all the saints in the baptismal ministry to which
they are called.

Service to the community (St. Paul’s as well as local, national,
and international.)
Values:

Finance & Vestry
Tuesday, December 8, 6 pm

Vestry Officers
Senior Warden

Patrick Schumacher

Junior Warden

John Settle

Treasurer

Mike Bell

Vestry Members

Commission Liaison

Cristi Adams ‘20

Christian Education &
Formation

Shelly Bell ‘22

Parish Life

Bill Garber ‘22

Buildings & Grounds

Vicki Gust ‘22

Worship

Win Morris ‘20 Evangelism, Communication, & Marketing

Patrick Schumacher ‘20

Senior Warden

John Settle ‘21 Jr. Warden & Outreach
Melissa zur Loye ‘21

Clerk

Office Notes: The deadline for Venite information
and articles is the 15th of the month. If you wish,
you may leave a message concerning schedules to
serve, etc. in the gray book outside the office, call
the office (812-372-7869), or send an email to:
stpaulscolumbusin@gmail.com. Thank you!

S T . P AUL ’ S E PISCOPAL C HURCH
2651 C ALIFORNIA S T .
C OLUMBUS , IN 47201

The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows, Bishop
The Rev. Kathy Thomas, Interim Rector
Patrick Schumacher, Senior Warden
John Settle, Junior Warden
Kathi Whipker, Parish Administrator
Michelle Farnsworth, Interim Music Director
Robyn Ingram, Custodian
2651 California Street
Columbus, IN 47201
Phone: 812-372-7869
stpaulscolumbusin@gmail.com
stpaulscolumbus.org

In case of pastoral emergency
please call:
The Rev. Kathy Tomas
Cell: 317-670-5960

