
Sermon Title - Refining Lessons

Sermon Text - 1 Kings 17:8-16

Speaker - Doug Ellison

Sermon Outline- 

• God’s leading is often surprising, don’t analyze it! 

• The beginning days are often the hardest, don’t quit! 

• God’s promises often hinge on obedience, don’t 

ignore your part!

• God’s provisions are often just enough, don’t forget 

to thank Him! 

Then the word of the Lord came to him: “Get up, go to Zarephath that belongs to Sidon 
and stay there. Look, I have commanded a woman who is a widow to provide for you 
there.” So Elijah got up and went to Zarephath. When he arrived at the city gate, there 
was a widow gathering wood. Elijah called to her and said, “Please bring me a little water 
in a cup and let me drink.” As she went to get it, he called to her and said, “Please bring 
me a piece of bread in your hand.” But she said, “As the Lord your God lives, I don’t have 
anything baked—only a handful of flour in the jar and a bit of oil in the jug. Just now, I am 
gathering a couple of sticks in order to go prepare it for myself and my son so we can eat 
it and die.” Then Elijah said to her, “Don’t be afraid; go and do as you have said. But first 
make me a small loaf from it and bring it out to me. Afterward, you may make some for 
yourself and your son, for this is what the Lord God of Israel says, ‘The flour jar will not 
become empty and the oil jug will not run dry until the day the Lord sends rain on the 
surface of the land.’ ” So she proceeded to do according to the word of Elijah. Then the 
woman, Elijah, and her household ate for many days. The flour jar did not become empty, 
and the oil jug did not run dry, according to the word of the Lord he had spoken through 
Elijah.

1. Why do we analyze everything that the Lord calls us to do?


2. What difficulties did Elijah face going to the widow?


3. What does obedience look like for Elijah? The widow? For you?


4. Why is quitting easier than obedience?


5. Read 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18.  What should our attitude be in obedience?


6. Why should we be thankful?


7. What is God calling you to do? Are you being obedient? How? Why not? 
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