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Green Country Walk to Emmaus 

Surely the Presence of the Lord is in this place … 
 

The Fall 2013 Walks (# 159 and # 160) were indeed blessed by the presence of 
the Lord Jesus Christ as the Holy Spirit moved in the midst of His sons and 
daughters.   What wonderful testimonies were shared at both the Closings on 
Sunday afternoon as well as the following 4th Day Meetings.   I’d like to share with 
the community some excerpts from the Lay Director and Board Representative 
Reports for Walks 159 and 160: 

“Serving in the conference room is a special opportunity and a blessing to 
see our Lord in action through the many hands, feet and voices of the team 
and Emmaus community.” 

“The Clergy … gave exceptionally fine talks and it was evident that the 
spirit of the Lord was prevalent in the conference room.” 

“The lay talks … and all of the speakers had a profound impact on the con-
ference room.  It was evident that each speaker was an instrument of God’s 
grace and foundation.” 

“God blessed our musicians with their talents and they used their gifts 
wonderfully throughout the weekend.” 

“The Prayer Room was a holy room.” 

“… the Lord has reminded us again that He is in charge!” 

Indeed, the presence of the Lord was evident. 

Our teams for the Spring 2014 walks are currently in the formation process 
and will meet for team orientation on November 9.   Let’s all be in prayer for the 
Lay Directors as they listen for who God is  calling to serve. 

In Christ, 

Brenda Nickels 
Community Lay Director 
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Chrysalis Update 
Fly with Christ, 
Linda Tucker 
Community Lay Director 

Candlelight Revisited 
 

Nothing will be just the same as your first candlelight as a Pilgrim on the Walk to Emmaus.  The 
surprise, the joy on your face, the tears in your eyes, and the love of God you felt are unique to each 
Pilgrim.  

But every time you take part in candlelight as a member of the community, your heart is filled with 
the love of God; love God put there for you to share on his behalf.   

I love watching the new Pilgrims, but I also love watching members of the community as they hear 
the words, “light ‘em up”, and the singing begins. “Jesus, Jesus, can I tell you how I feel?” The doors are 
opened wide and the members of conference room stream in.  I watch as the members of the 
community smile and sing.  God’s love radiates throughout the room as we raise our candles when 
someone we know or don’t know at all passes by, “You have given me your spirit”.  

I love to stand near the front and watch the community as they come forward and pass in front of 
the Pilgrims and team.  One by one, they are not only sharing the love of Christ with the Pilgrims and 
team, they are experiencing the love Christ has for them.  Time and again we fill the sanctuary to be the 
hands and feet of Christ. “I love you so!”    

Thanks be to God! 
 
Cindy Cunningham 
Board Chair 

 A Message from the Music Room: Hope 
 

I have read that hope is one of the theological virtues.  This means that a continual looking forward to 
the eternal world is one of the things a Christian is meant to do.  Is does not mean that we are to leave 
the present world as it is.  If you study history you will find that the Christians who did most for the 
present world were just those who thought most of the next.  Aim at Heaven and you will get the earth 
‘thrown in’: aim at earth and you will get neither. 

The “Walk to Emmaus” experience is a glimpse of the eternal world that is Heaven and I believe that by 
participation in this experience it can assist in keeping alive the desire for our true home.  Musical 
instruments (harps) are mentioned in scriptural imagery of ‘Heaven’ as a symbolic attempt to express 
the inexpressible.  Music to a lot of people (including me) is the thing known in the present life which 
most strongly suggests ecstasy and infinity.  I really enjoy participating in the music at the monthly 
gatherings and during the weekends. 

So I invite you to participate in the upcoming gatherings and the upcoming walks to assist you in 
keeping alive your desire for your true home.  I hope to see you there! 

DeColores 
Tim O’Hearn 
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...from a team member: 
NAME:  Charlie Shaw 

WALK:  Original Walk #115 (Spring 2004), latest Walk #159 with 8 other walks in between! 

CHURCH: First United Methodist Church of Grove, Oklahoma 

TABLE:  Luke 

Why did you accept the invitation to be on this team: 

I guess that I am just a SLOW LEARNER!  On each and every walk that I have been on, I learn more and 
more concerning the Grace of God, His unlimited and boundless love for each of us, and the amazing 
promise that grace holds for each of us. 

 

How have you been blessed by the team meetings: 

From the first training session to the Sunday evening Sending Forth Ceremony, the blessings and 
memories are a lasting memory and blessing for me.  To see a group of Christian men come together to 
worship, sing, practice talks and plan for a weekend, to the Thursday evening meeting with our “new 
friends”, to talks, posters, homemade cinnamon rolls to candlelight, the growth and awakenings that I 
have witnessed not only “keep me coming back for more”, but strengthen my personal faith and 
deepen my faith in a truly WONDERFUL and ALL SEEING God!  My true blessing comes from being a 
part of seeing others receive the blessings of our living God.  I have gained great Christian friendships 
that will last a lifetime.  Each and every walk is special in its own way. 

 

Did you have any concerns about your role: 

ABSOLUTELY!  On my first walk, I too confused to know what to be concerned about.  On the walks 
thereafter there were personal worries that I would know what to say, when and how to say it.  When I 
gave one of the talks I worried that the talk would be “good enough”, loud enough, fast enough, slow 
enough or have the right personal story to get the point across to the Pilgrims.  As I have moved for-
ward into other roles I just wondered if I could be the Christian example and team leader that the role 
required.  In EACH and EVERY case, God gave me JUST the right words, thoughts, actions and stamina 
needed to do the job.  I have grown and learned with each Walk. 

 

How would you encourage others to be on a team: 

Remember, if you are being asked to be on a team, it is ultimately God’s will that you serve Him on a 
weekend Walk to Emmaus.  You may say no due to circumstance, or some excuse, but He will get you, 
eventually.  The Walk to Emmaus experience can be life changing.  It changed me and it has changed 
countless others.  If you feel a void in your spiritual life, climb aboard and get ready for the “ride of your 
life”! 

 

De Colores! 

Charlie Shaw 
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Chrysalis is a unique form of ministry for youth and young adults. The roots of a Chrysalis Flight are 
deeply planted in its parent movement, the Walk to Emmaus. Much like the Walk to Emmaus, Chrysalis 
is a three day experience of God's love and grace in the context of a prayerful Christian community. A 
Chrysalis weekend will contain worship, prayer, fellowship, creative expression, recreation, singing, and 
discussion. Caterpillars will experience the love of God through prayers and the acts of service from a 
loving support community. 

Like all spiritual formation activities, there is no real ending to Chrysalis; it is simply one step on a 
lifetime journey of faith. Through Next Steps small groups, regular gatherings of a larger Chrysalis 
community and significant opportunities for Christian service, the movement can nurture and support 
participants as they grow spiritually. Chrysalis is a spark that is prayerfully used to ignite a fire in the 
hearts of youth, young adults and churches - a fire that grows and spreads because of the fire of the 
Holy Spirit transforming individuals and kindling the desire to share this love with others. 

If you know a youth who is ready to take the next steps on their faith journey, prayerfully consider 
sponsoring them on a Chrysalis weekend. Any high school student between the age of 15-18 is eligible 
to attend a Chrysalis weekend. Sponsorship is a vital part of the Chrysalis weekend. Sponsorship is an 
act of love for God, for the candidate, for the community and for the local church. It is a demonstration 
of agape love. It is making one’s self an instrument of God’s prevenient grace. 

The next Chrysalis Flight will be January 1-4, 2014 at McFarlin UMC in Norman, Oklahoma. Chrysalis 
Applications and Sponsorship forms can be downloaded at www.pioneercountryemmaus.org. Please 
contact the Green Country Chrysalis Board if you are sponsoring a student for this flight so we can 
support both you and your caterpillar. 

Keep up with Green Country Chrysalis though this newsletter, on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
gcchrysalis , and attending monthly Emmaus Gatherings. Be on the lookout for exciting information 
about a Chrysalis Flight coming to Green Country Summer 2014! 

Fly with Christ! 
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Sidewalk Prophets have a song out that really gets to me when I hear it.  It is called “You Love Me 
Anyway.”  You see, my sins nailed Him to that cross and to know he endured that pain on my behalf 
sears my heart.  My sins, even the ones I commit over and over again without accessing His power to 
overcome and call it weakness, are the sins that nailed Him to that cross.  What kind of love does that 
take? It is so hard to fathom; so hard to fathom. 
 
Yet He loved us anyway! 
 
The song says: 
 
But You love me anyway 
It’s like nothing in life 
That I’ve ever known 
Yes You love me anyway 
Oh Lord, how You love me 
How You love me 
 
I am the thorn in Your crown 
But You love me anyway 
I am the sweat from Your brow 
But You love me anyway 
I am the nail in Your wrist 
But You love me anyway 
I am Judas’ kiss 
But You love me anyway 
See now I am the man who yelled from the crowd 
For Your blood to be spilled on this earth shaking ground 
Yes then I turned away with a smile on my face 
With this sin in my heart, tried to bury Your grace 
And then alone in the night I still call out for You  
So ashamed of my life… 
 
But You love me anyway 
Oh God, how You love me 
Yes You love me anyway 
It’s like nothing in life 
That I’ve ever known 
Yes You love me anyway 
Oh Lord, how You love me!!! 
 
Let’s let these words penetrate our hearts as we remember Him when we break bread together around 
His table!! 
 
Cathy Herring 
GCWE #78 
First Christian Church Cleveland 
Table of Ruth 
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Where did the time go? 

I clearly remember my original Walk to Emmaus experience, even though it was back in the fall of 
2000.  I remember the joy and love that I felt on that walk and to this day remember getting up at closing 
and answering the question of what I was going to do because of my experience.  I was going to become 
more active in my church and in the Emmaus community.  I was going to give so others could experience 
the love of God. 

To fulfill this fourth day promise I did become active in teaching Sunday School at my church and 
became active in serving behind the scenes on different Emmaus weekends.  From cleaning dishes to 
serving food to helping unload and repack everything it takes to hold a weekend to helping put things in 
the churches back the way we found them, I tried to serve the Emmaus community. 

The years passed and the phone call came, asking me if I had an interest in serving on a Team in the 
conference room.  Please notice I did not get the call right away.  Many walks came and went before I 
could say that I had shown my progressive servanthood and dedication to the Community.  But when I did 
get the call, I did take a few days to think about it and pray about it.  It was something I wanted to do and 
had worked toward, so I said yes to the offer.  When the Walk weekend came, I had a great time as a Table 
Leader.  More walks came and went, and more calls came asking me to be on different teams.  Some I 
could serve on and others didn’t fit into my schedule.  Either way, I tried to do what I could to help serve. 

Then the big call came asking if I would be interested in starting the rotation to work on the Table of 
Saints.  It was explained to me that this was a three year commitment going from Junior Assistant Lay 
Director to Senior Assistant Lay Director and finally becoming Lay Director.  I could not think of a good 
reason not to, so I jumped headfirst into the job.  Wow. That was three years ago.  I just finished my role as 
Lay Director and find myself asking “Where did the time go?”  It went by so very fast and as I look at the 
time commitment it took, I would not trade it for anything. 

My point is this:  To serve on teams, to serve behind the scenes, to be able to see the looks on many 
different Pilgrims faces as they had their Emmaus moment is an awesome experience.  I highly 
recommend to any and all of you. Follow the path to becoming a Team Lay Director.  Yes it takes time but 
it is something you will always treasure.  Work on Walk weekends.  Get to know others in the community.  
Be bold - Do not be afraid to tell the Board of your interest in working on Conference Room Teams.  As we 
say, you will be blessed beyond measure by the few years it takes to get to this point.  One day you will be 
asking yourself where the time went. 

Steve Baggett 

Thank you from the kitchen 

Thanks to all who were able to help on Walks 159 and 160.  We would not be able to conduct a walk 
without the help of our volunteers. 

Please begin praying on how you can help with Walks 161 and 162.  At this time we still have opening 
for Kitchen Managers, Snack Managers, Sendoff Manager, and a Candlelight Gathering Manager.  If you 
are being called to help with any of these, please contact me at kitchensnack@greencountryemmaus.com 
or 918-333-1244. 

De Colores, 
Daryl Worley 
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Our Green Country Emmaus elections were held during the month of September with voting conducted at the 
Men’s and Women’s Walk weekends.     Many thanks to the Community for casting your votes and participating 
in these elections.   

Please join me in welcoming our new board members (Class of 2016): 

• Donna Bennett 

• Velma Carriaga 

• Gary Clower 

• Brian Merrill 

• Bud Osborne 

As we welcome these new board members, we also want to acknowledge and recognize those outgoing 
board members whose term will end in December, 2013.   Please join me in extending a BIG thank you to: 

• Duane DaPron 

• Layne Herring 

• John Miller 

In addition, the Board reluctantly accepted resignations from Becky Dotson, Stacy Reaves and Shannon 
Morgan and send our blessings as they continue to serve the Lord and their families in their 4th Day.   

All of our outgoing members have worked tirelessly in their board positions and we appreciate the many, many 
hours that they have served the Lord through the Green Country Community.       

DeColores, 

Brenda Nickels 
Community Lay Director 

Welcome New Board Members 

Calendar of Events 
November 9, 2013 7:00 pm November Gathering @ Sapulpa 1st United Methodist Church 

December 14, 2013 7:00 pm December Gathering @ Christ UMC, Tulsa 

January 11, 2014 7:00 pm January Gathering @ Verdigris UMC 

February 8, 2014 7:00 pm February Gathering @ 1st UMC – Tulsa 

March 27-30, 2014   Walk #161 (Men) - Asbury United Methodist Church 

April 3-6, 2014    Walk #162 (Women) – Asbury United Methodist Church 

May 10, 2014  7:00 pm May Gathering @ Aldersgate United Methodist Church, Tulsa 

June 14, 2014    June Monthly Gathering – location to be announced 

July 12, 2014  7:00 pm July Gathering @ First Wesleyan Church, Bartlesville 

August 9, 2014 7:00 pm August Gathering @ Meadowcreek UMC, Collinsville 

Sept. 25-28, 2014   Walk #163 (Men) – Christ UMC 

October 9-12, 2014   Walk #164 (Women) – Christ UMC 
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GREEN COUNTRY EMMAUS BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

 Cindy Cunningham ................................ Board Chairperson .................................... 918-749-7040 
 Brenda Nickels ..................................Community Lay Director ................................ 918-231-0338  
 Rev. Brian Mangan ........................ Community Spiritual Director ............................. 918-371-3250 
 Gail Stunkard ....................................... Agape / Dining Room .................................. 918-857-5315 
  ...................................................... Candlelight / Sponsors Hour ....................................................  
 Karen Warlick .............................. Secretary / Emerging Ministries ........................... 918-748-9555 
 Belynda Clanton ........................................... Ex-Officio ............................................ 918-740-5911 
 John Miller .............................................. Facilities / Set-up ...................................... 918-314-1433 
 Kathy Crow .......................................... Gatherings / Housing ................................... 918-542-6712 
 Tera Askey .......................................................... IT .................................................. 918-633-3469 
 Daryl Worley ................................................... Kitchen ............................................. 918-333-1244  
 Steve Baggett ............................................... Literature ............................................ 918-833-4672 
 Tim O’Hearn ....................................... Music / Entertainment .................................. 918-492-6815  
   .................................................................... Newsletter ..................................................................  
  ....................................................................... Prayer .....................................................................  
 Rita Sorrels ................................................... Registrar ............................................ 918-355-1120 
 Duane DaPron .............................. Reunion Groups / Fourth Day ............................ 918-671-3896 
 Layne Herring ............................................... Treasurer ............................................ 918-519-3120 
 Linda Tucker .............................. Chrysalis Community Lay Director ........................ 918-894-3674   
 Mark Newman ....................... Chrysalis Community Spiritual Director ..................... 918-812-5492  
  

 

 √  LIKE US on Facebook! 
Next time you’re browsing Facebook 
search for Green Country W2E. Click 
“like” to  be updated on gatherings, 
candlelights and prayer concerns. 
“Share” or  invite your friends to “like” 
our Facebook page! 
 


