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UPCOMING  

 EVENTS  

  Ju ne  4 - 7  -  G r e e n  C ou n t r y  

C h r y sa l i s  G i r l s  F l i g h t  #  

8 4   

  Ju ne  6  @  6 : 3 0  p m   

C h r y sa l i s  C a n d l e l i g h t  

G a th e r i n g  ( N OT E :  t h i s  

t a k e s  t h e  p l a c e  o f  t h e  

E m m a u s  r e g u l a r  m on t h l y  

g a th e r i n g )  

  Ju ne  1 1 -1 4  -  G r e e n  

C o u n t r y  C h r y s a l i s  B o y s  

F l i g h t  # 8 5  

  Ju ne  1 3  @  6 : 3 0  p m   

C h r y sa l i s  C a n d l e l i g h t  

G a th e r i n g  ( N OT E :  t h i s  

t a k e s  t h e  p l a c e  o f  t h e  

E m m a u s  r e g u l a r  m on t h l y  

g a th e r i n g )  

  Ju l y  12 — J u l y  G a t h e r in g  

1 s t  W e s l e y a n  i n  

B a r t l e s v i l l e                 -  

5 : 3 0  p m  - Eq u i p p e d  t o  

S h a r e  ( d i nne r  i n c l ude d )                                                   

7 : 0 0  p m — Fe l l ow s h ip  a n d  

W o r sh i p  S e r v i c e  

  A u gu s t  9  @  7 : 0 0  p m  

A u g u s t  G a t h e r in g  @  

M e a d ow cr e e k  U M C  in  

C o l l i n s v i l l e  

  S ep te m be r  2 5 -2 8— Me n ’ s  

W a lk  #1 6 3  @  C h r i s t  U MC  

  O c to be r  9 - 1 2 — W o m e n ’ s  

W a lk  #1 6 4  @  C h r i s t  U MC  

  N o ve m ber  8 — N o v e m b e r  

G a th e r i n g  @  F a i t h  U M C ,  

T u l s a  

  D ec e m be r  13 — De ce m b e r  

G a th e r i n g — l o c a t i on  T B A  

CHRYSALIS GIRLS 

FLIGHT # 84 

JUNE 4-7, 2014 

CHRYSALIS BOYS 

FLIGHT # 85 

JUNE 11-14, 2014 

FLIGHTS TO BE HELD AT  

ASBURY UMC @  

THE VENUE 

6910 S. 101st E. Ave. 

GREEN COUNTRY WALK TO EMMAUS 

NEWSLETTER 

JUNE/JULY 2014  

For more details on the Chrysalis flights, 

see the Chrysalis May 2014 newsletter: 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/0ByFh_LGrU4QrQl9EbFBja0VjTG8/edit?pli=1 
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 From the Community Lay Director, 
Dear Community, 

 What an incredible blessing it was to hear the testimonies at the Closings and 4th Day Meetings for 

Walks 161 and 162.    For all who participated in any way – serving behind the scenes, cooking, cleaning, praying, 

making agape, attending send-off and candlelight, and so many other ways – know that God used you in a mighty 

way to further His kingdom and to draw His kids closer to Him.   A special thanks to all who sponsored – without 

sponsors we wouldn’t have pilgrims - so thank you for your faithfulness to the Lord and to our Green Country 

Community.  Glory to God! 

 With the summer months upon us, we will have many opportunities to gather, fellowship and prepare for 

the Fall walks coming up in September and October.    Teams are currently forming for Walks 163 and 164 and 

Team Orientation and team meetings begin in June and continue throughout the summer and early Fall.   Please 

keep these teams in your prayers as they prepare themselves for this special time of service and ministry. 

 This month, our Chrysalis flights will be held in Tulsa for the first time since 2009!  This is a reason to 

celebrate and support every aspect of these flight weekends.   I encourage us all to participate and shower the 

Chrysalis community with agape love.    

 In July, our community will meet in Bartlesville at 1st Weslyan Church for our regular monthly 

gathering.  In conjunction with that gathering, we are planning an "Equipped to Share‟ event just prior to our 

gathering time and dinner will be included!   The Equipped to Share event is an opportunity to learn ways in 

which you can share about Emmaus and Chrysalis at your local church.  You will come away from that event with 

materials in hand and fresh ideas that will "equip‟ you to share more effectively with your church and 

community.  We hope to see you there!   More details to follow! 

 In August, we look forward to our traditional Ice Cream Sundae gathering at Meadowcreek UMC in 

Collinsville.   We will also have a community-wide "commissioning‟ of our upcoming Teams so be sure to mark your 

calendars and plan now to attend this gathering. 

 September 25-28, Men’s Walk 163 will take place and October 9-12 will be Women’s Walk 164.   

Deadlines to receive applications for each of these walks will be September 15 (men) and September 29 

(women).    A minimum of 20 pilgrims is needed for each walk.    Also, it is important to mention that mailing 

in an application is not a guarantee that the pilgrim will attend that particular walk.  Applications are accepted 

on a first-come, first-serve basis and there are already applications in hand for the Fall walks.  Let’s all make an 

intentional effort to not delay in getting those applications mailed in as early as possible. 

  I’m so excited to see what the Lord has in store for us all in the coming months!   For those on mission 

trips, I pray for a hedge of protection in your travels and that the God-moments of ministry be abundant.   For 

those traveling on vacations, I pray that you are re-charged and re-freshed in the process!   And for those of 

us whose plans this summer are to stay close to home, I pray that we can have some quality God-time set aside, 

whether it’s a quiet morning on the patio, or prayer time sitting on a lawnmower!    In your comings and in your 

goings ... may God strengthen and equip you for His service and witness. 

 

DeColores, 

 

Brenda Nickels 

Walk 76 

Table of Esther 

Abiding Harvest Church 
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From the Green Country Walk to Emmaus Board Chair, Cindy Cunningham: 

In the upcoming months of summer, the Board of Directors will be looking for community members to serve 

on the Board.  The Board is composed of persons elected from the community who are willing to serve for 

three-year terms.  The Board is divided into three “classes”, with one third being elected each year and one 

third of the seated members rolling off the board after their three year term. When a person is elected to 

the board, they agree to serve in whatever capacity is necessary. They are not elected to chair a specific 

work area.  In fact, they may hold more than one position on the board during their tenure. For that reason, 

Board members need to be persons who have experienced various positions of service in the Emmaus Commu-

nity.  The Board meets monthly, usually on the day of our 

gatherings, but other activities sometimes necessitate a 

change of date.  Attendance is crucial to our Board run-

ning smoothly. While the Board members take a leader-

ship role, we rely on your help to carry out the work of 

the Walk to Emmaus.   Board members are always looking 

for community members to help in their assigned areas.  

Emmaus can not function unless the community is active-

ly involved.   So think about your areas of interest, and 

don’t wait to be called to become involved.  All Board 

members are listed in the newsletter and on the website.  

Give them a call!  We look forward to your participation. 

 

Prayer Requests 

 
“Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, 
it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 

20 
For where two or three gather in 

my name, there am I with them.”  Matt. 18:19-21 

Do you have a prayer request or praise report to share with the Community?    If so, please sub-
mit that request to the Community via our website.    Go to www.greencountryemmaus.com 
and click on the “Prayer” tab.   On the left-hand side, you will see a box titled “Submit Prayer Re-
quest.”   Upon submission of the request, our webmaster will post the request to both our web-
site (under the Prayer section) and our GCWE Facebook page.    Communications of prayer re-
quests to the community at large will be limited to our website and Facebook. 

 

 

http://www.greencountryemmaus.com
http://www.brennanletkeman.com/blog/2012/morning-warmup-boardroom/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=_twfB9m4vFiFOM&tbnid=fksqJGCSAQ008M:&ved=0CAgQjRw4CQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fjourneypointefellowship.com%2Fprayer-wall%2F&ei=wGiOU4D4KtDjoATKnYCgCA&psig=AFQjCNE0VMLuFAQ4q9TrnanLIr3m8_eRCA&ust
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    Another Message from the Music Room: 

 

“Old”Sound Equipment 
 

Based on my review of available sound equipment alternatives, I have discovered the Bose L1 System approach to music amplifi-

cation.  I think this system could improve the ability of the pilgrims to hear the music team and for the musicians to also be able 

to hear themselves.  Additional benefits for the system are its simplicity, its quality, it is lightweight, and it is easy to set up.  I 

plan on submitting this recommendation to the Board for approval in the next couple of months and welcome any comments from 

the community.  You can check this system out on the Bose website (www.bose.com) for additional information.  There is also a 

user’s forum that is available off the website.    Thank you for your input!   

        Tim O’Hearn 

        Board Rep for Music & Entertainment 

                                    

 
Green Country Walk to Emmaus is now on 

Pinterest!     Pinterest is a website where ideas for 
projects and interests are shared.  To find the Green 
Country Walk to Emmaus page within Pinterest, you 
can go to http://www.pinterest.com and search for “Green Country Walk to 
Emmaus” pinners.  (HINT: The “pinners” option is located underneath 
the search box.)  Once you’ve located Green Country’s page, you can pe-
ruse the various boards which contain pictures, ideas and web links for 
Snack Agape, Table Agape, Walk to Emmaus art, Chrysalis agape and party 
ideas, among others.  “Follow us” today to get some fresh ideas on ways to 
bless the pilgrims and the Green Country Emmaus and Chrysalis Communi-
ty.   DeColores and Fly with Christ! 
 

 

http://www.bose.com
http://www.pinterest.com
http://about.pinterest.com/en
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 WHEN: Saturday, July 12, 2014 @ 5:30 p.m. 

 WHERE: 1st Wesleyan Church, Bartlesville, Oklahoma 

 

 

EQUIPPED TO SHARE 

 In conjunction with our July monthly gathering, 
please plan to join us at 5:30 p.m. on July 12 for an 
Equipped to Share event hosted by 1st Wesleyan 
Church in Bartlesville, Oklahoma. 

 
 The Equipped to Share evening will be an oppor-
tunity for the Green Country and Chrysalis communities 
to provide information and resources to assist the 
local church in sharing and promoting the Walk to 
Emmaus and Chrysalis opportunities. 
 
 NOW is as important a time as there has ever 
been to promote the Walk to Emmaus and Chrysalis as 
effective tools in growing and strengthening disciples 
within the local church.  For over 30 years, the Green 
Country Emmaus and Chrysalis weekends have served 
to strengthen local church congregations and individu-
als in their calling to be the hands and feet of Christ in 
the world.    

God does not call 

the equipped, He 

equips the called! 

While Emmaus is primarily a lay-led ministry, it is one in which clergy and lay leaders 
partner together.  Invite your pastor to join you for dinner that evening to learn more 
about the Walk to Emmaus and Chrysalis.  God is calling our communities anew to con-
tinue His work through this avenue.   Our prayer is that through these Equipped to Share 
events, we can assist and equip local churches in northeastern Oklahoma to share this 
opportunity. 

1776 Silver Lake Road, Bartlesville, OK 74006 

EQUIPPED TO SHARE 
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Get Hooked Up ! 
Join a Reunion Group!  Keep the fire 

in your hearts burning and Walk the 

Journey together and with account-

ability. 

 

For assistance in finding a group, 

contact Daryl Worley, 4th Day/

Reunion Groups 

reuniongroup@greencountryemmaus.com 

    

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Welcome—Reverend Susan Whitley,  Assistant Community 

Spiritual Director. 

The Board of Directors is so very pleased to announce the 

addition of Reverend Susan Whitley to our Board as         

Assistant Community Spiritual Director. 

    Thank you Rev. Susan!!!!! 

mailto:reuniongroup@greencountryemmaus.com
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=1Z5vkb44FnUTQM&tbnid=l7IP-irWUYfiGM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lisaison.com%2Ffaith%2F&ei=m3SOU-3WD433oASFroD4Cg&bvm=bv.68235269,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNFJXAQbUyeTLl9R
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FROM THE COMMUNITY SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR, REV. BRIAN MANGAN: 

SPONSORING CLERGY 

As the Community Spiritual Director for the Green Country Walk to Emmaus, I am often asked “How do I 
get my pastor to go on the Walk?”  So let me take a few moments to answer that question. 

Although pastors have some unique obstacles to attending the Weekend, the sponsoring of your pastor begins 
the same way you would sponsor any pilgrim on the walk—by reviewing the sponsorship guidelines and then 
praying.   Ask God for the discernment to know if your pastor is open to the invitation to be a pilgrim on the 
Weekend. 

Once you feel that discernment from prayer, you are then ready to tackle some of the unique obstacles that 
pastors have.  We will look at these using the acrostic CLERGY. 

C ost:  The $100 registration fee to attend a Green Country Walk to Emmaus weekend can be a hardship 
for some pastors.  So be upfront with him or her about the cost.  And then, if possible, offer to cover 
part it. 

L eading worship:  Preaching is the biggest responsibility and biggest opportunity your pastor has every 
week.  They reach more people in worship than they do any other time all week.  So he or she maybe re-

luctant to “take off” a Sunday.  But perhaps, you and others could take on that responsibility for the weekend.  
Have a laity Sunday were members of your congregation’s Emmaus community lead the worship and preach.  
Or, with your pastor’s permission, contact myself or our Community Lay Director and invite members of the 
Green Country Walk to Emmaus community to come and lead worship that weekend in your church.  

E qual commitment:  If your pastor is married, then don’t forget the spouse.  The Walk to Emmaus has 
an “equal commitment” rule that encourages the participation of both spouses.  There are so many things 

in the church that get in the way of a marriage between a pastor and his or her spouse.  Please don’t let Em-
maus be one of them.  Make sure Emmaus is thoroughly explained to both the pastor and their spouse at the 
same time.  And whatever gift you offer towards the registration fee of your pastor, offer that same gift to their 
spouse.  This doesn’t mean your pastor can’t go if his or her spouse indicates they do not wish to participate.  
But it is important that both your pastor and his or her spouse understand the impact Emmaus may have on 
their marriage relationship, and that they both make their decision to attend accordingly. 

RRRest and Renewal:  Those who have been on an Emmaus Weekend probably don’t equate the experience 

with rest.  So here I mean “rest for the soul.”  As you explain the weekend to your pastor, remember that there 
is nothing in the talks that he or she hasn’t heard or possibly even taught before.  Your pastor isn’t attending 
the weekend to learn anything new.  But you can let them know that they can take off their “pastor hat” for 
the weekend.  He or she can participate in the weekend as a “regular person” and allow the Holy Spirit to re-
new their soul.   In other words they can be just like any other pilgrim .  Assure your pastor that there will be 
clergy on the Weekend who are there as part of the team to answer theological questions and to give spiritual 
direction to anyone who wants it.  Therefore, your pastor can rest from the work of being a pastor on this 
Weekend. 
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G etting flack:  Some pastors may get flack from the church leadership about attending the Walk and 
being gone on Sunday.  Make an effort to describe to your church leadership that the Walk to Emmaus 

offers an opportunity for your pastor to be spiritually renewed.  This will make him or her better able to 
meet the spiritual needs of the congregation when she or he returns.  And while your at it, get the church 
leadership to support your pastor’s attendance by allowing him or her to attend the Weekend without it be-
ing considered a vacation Sunday. 

Y ield to your pastor’s decision.  I hate to say this, but it’s true.  The biggest obstacle I have seen for 
clergy to attend the Weekend as a pilgrim has come from Emmaus members who have not respected 

the pastor’s decision to say “no.”  I have seen pastors hounded until the pastor’s opinion of Emmaus is 
completely negative.  Remember that not every person, and that includes clergy, are called by God  to attend 
an Emmaus Weekend.  And some people are not ready now to attend.   If your pastor says “no”, yield to 
that decision.  And support your pastor and your church in every way as you live out your Fourth Day as a 
fully committed follower of Jesus Christ.  Remember, the purpose of Emmaus is to inspire, challenge and 
equip local church members for Christian action in their homes, churches, and daily lives.  Live out that pur-
pose and perhaps, at some later time, your pastor maybe influenced by your witness to attend an Emmaus 
Weekend. 

Finally, please keep in mind that we pastors are a suspicious lot.  We may assume that the “gift” of an Em-
maus Walk comes with strings attached.  We may think that by saying “yes” to an Weekend as a pilgrim we 
are choosing sides within the church or we are also saying “yes” to the expectation of adding new tasks to 
are already busy schedules. 

Of course it can be exciting to think that your pastor will get involved in gatherings and serve on teams.  But 
not all clergy will be led to respond this way.  And this should not be your motivation to invite your pastor.   
The reason we invite clergy (or anyone for that matter) on a Weekend is for them to spend three days jour-
neying alongside Jesus so that Jesus can open their hearts to Him and then for the pilgrim to become more 
open to God’s leading in their Fourth Days.  After his or her weekend experience, if your pastor chooses to 
invest his or her time and energy in Emmaus, consider it a bonus!  We would be blessed to have more clergy 
involvement.  But we only want those pastors involved in Emmaus whom God has called and equipped for 
this ministry.  

So if your pastor has not been on a Walk, begin now to pray for an opportunity to make an invitation and 
for all obstacles to be removed. 

DeColores! 

Brian Mangan 

communityspiritualdirector@greencountryemmaus.com 
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The following original devotion was written by Brian Merrill, Board Member for Sponsor’s 
Hour & Candlelight.  Our board was blessed as Brian shared this devotion with us and we 
know you will be blessed as well.   Thank you, Brian. 

 

Over the past few months, many of you may have noted my two dimensional electronic presence at the board meetings. This is be-

cause my chosen profession, which allows me gainful employment, requires me to travel about the country. Appropriately, therefore, 

I sought to do a devotional on travelers and those who serve them. To my chagrin, I was unable to locate a pre-written devotional, 

and I did search,  so I decided to write my own. 

 

Over the past couple of months, while trying to decide what to present, I thought of a couple of different points.  First: Because I 

am away from the comforts of home, I must rely upon the services of others to meet my needs. People like the flight crews and at-

tendants, who get me where I need to go, the rental car and hotel counter people, the servers and wait staff who serve my meals. 

These are many of the faces that I see daily while I am away from home. There are countless others that I do not see (imagine 

that), yet I know that they are there by the evidence of their service that they leave behind. A clean and well maintained car, a 

room that looked like a tornado hit it in the morning, only to find it immaculate  upon my return from a day at work. (Sometimes, I do 

get to meet these people, their greeting is common: "tap-tap  Housekeeping!"). Let me not forget, the food that appears on my plate, 

someone had to prepare and place it there.  These are the many faces I see, and do not see, in my travels. Some of these faces have 

name tags attached, which allows me to greet them more appropriately and personally, by name.  While many of these faces smile 

broadly because their profession requires it, I sometimes wonder if they may not feel the smile.  

 

This leads me to my Second point:  Can the Smile that I give them reflect Christ's love?  Unless I am staying in the same hotel and 

eating in the same restaurant daily, many of the people whom  I encounter, I will only greet once. And since I do not wear a name 

tag, how will that person remember whether or not I am representing Christ?  So, when a restaurant server, handling a large section 

in a busy eatery, errs  in delivering my order, or forgets my silverware,  or delays in getting my drink. Who do they see as they work 

to correct the issue;  A condescending  and grumpy patron, or someone with compassion and forgiveness? Mostly, do they see a kind 

smile, the kind that Christ would deliver?  

 

In my travels, I have had to work hard at accomplishing some of these things.  I have to make an effort to remember their names 

and use them. This is because I know that I am lousy at remembering names. I also have to remember to give them a genuine smile. 

Sometimes, just these two things alone can place them at ease, even if they are a bit stressed. I know that when I think of Christ's 

love for all of us, these tasks become easier for me, and I have a greater joy in sharing small amounts of time and Christ with those 

who serve me.  

 

And what of those that I don't get to see, those who clean my room. I have noted in several hotels that the housekeeper may leave 

me a special note welcoming me, and wishing me a comfortable stay. So, I am thinking, couldn't I share Christ's love by leaving them 

a note as well? One that shows them that I appreciate the service that they provide. A note that offers thanks, encouragement, a 

word from Christ, a blessing, and even a prayer. I find that there is usually a note pad in the room,  and a pen as well. Maybe if we  

were to be more willing to provide encouraging words to those who serve, seen or unseen, that it would help others to see Christ in 

all of us.  

 

These are things that I try to bear in mind and accomplish in my own interactions with others in my travels. I don't always succeed 

because  I am still a work in progress after all. But, by being conscientious of the service of others, I can work on growing myself, 

and prayerfully, show a piece of Christ to those who serve others. 

We are given accounts of miracles and teachings of Jesus as he traveled within a fairly small area. Beyond this,  I wonder what peo-

ple saw in his face that drew them by the thousands.  What did Paul see that caused him to be the most well known traveler in the 

New Testament. By the same token, what did people see in Paul that allowed him to be such a great, yet humble leader in the profes-

sion of Jesus Christ our Lord. I believe a lot is said about Paul in his opening of his many letters: "Grace and peace from God the 

Father and Christ Jesus our Savior". 

Thought: How do I present Christ to others, and especially those who serve me. 

Prayers: Those who serve Travelers.  



 10 

GREEN COUNTRY EMMAUS BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Your GCWE Board Members are always willing to assist you with  

questions or concerns.  Please feel free to contact them at any time. 

Brenda Nickels 

Community Lay Director 

918-231-0338 

comld@greencountryemmaus.com 

Donna Bennett 

Kitchen 

918-688-9795 

kitchensnack@greencountryemmaus.com 

Rev. Brian Mangan 

Community Spiritual Director  

918-371-3250 

communityspiritualdirector@ 

greencountryemmaus.com  

Gary Clower 

Literature 

918-824-1536 

literature@greencountryemmaus.com 

Cindy Cunningham 

Board Chair 

918-749-7040 

boardchair@greencountryemmaus.com 

Tim O’Hearn 

Music / Entertainment 

918-492-6815 

entertainment@greencountryemmaus.com 

Helen Lee 

Agape/Dining Room 

918-366-4521 

walkagape@greencountryemmaus.com 

Velma Carriaga 

Newsletter  

918-371-5254 

publications@greencountryemmaus.com 

Brian Merrill 

Candlelight / Sponsors Hour  

918-872-6076 

sponsorshour@greencountryemmaus.com 

Rita Sorrels 

Registrar 

918-355-1120 

walkregistrar@greencountryemmaus.com 

Karen Warlick 

Secretary / Emerging Ministries 

918-748-9555 

emergingmin@greencountryemmaus.com 

 

Daryl Worley 

Reunion Groups / Fourth Day  

918-333-1244 

reuniongroup@greencountryemmaus.com 

Bud Osborne 

Facilities / Set-up 

918-386-2246 

facsetup@greencountryemmaus.com 

         Steve Baggett  

 918-833-4672 

Treasurer 

treasurer@greencountryemmaus.com 

Kathy Crow 

Gatherings 

918-542-6712 

gatherings@greencountryemmaus.com 

Linda Tucker 

Chrysalis Community Lay Director 

918-894-3674 

liltuck76@gmail.com 

Tera Askey 

IT / Prayer 

918-633-3469 

taskey@yahoo.com 

 

Mark Newman 

Chrysalis Community Spiritual Director 

918-812-5492 

fathermark@gmail.com 

mailto:comld@greencountryemmaus.com
mailto:kitchensnack@greencountryemmaus.com
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