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“I am the Door” 

I was checking out some airplanes through a pair of high-powered binoculars from Thacher 
Park the other day and began to reflect about a time when I spent a significant amount of 
time at thirty thousand feet in travel. I reached a level of expenditure in that arena that I was 
given access to some of the airline membership clubs located within the major airports of 
the world. Places like New York, Chicago and San Francisco have impressive facilities 
owned by each airline within the airport complex. A dark mahogany door with a doorbell is 
easily missed by most travelers but behind it is an impressive space seen by only an elite 
group of sojourners.  A restaurant, bar, business center, bathrooms and sitting areas, which 
are clean, quiet and spacious contrasted with the clutter, chaos and clamor found in the 
terminal of the masses.  

In St. John’s gospel, Jesus is recorded as saying, “I am the door.” This door, the Christ ex-
plains, leads to eternal life later and great benefit in real time. People drive by churches dai-
ly without notice or reflection like the traveler running to his designated gate by a ma-
hogany door that leads to another world in the travel realm. Too often, we oversimplify the   
meaning and depth of the church to think of it as a religious version of the chamber of 
commerce, a club or the corner store forgetting that in the church we go through “the 
door.” 

Our commitment in time, treasure and talent is not merely some form of charitable giving it 
is literally the fuel carrying us further and further through “the door.” Jesus said, “give and it 
will be given unto you, good measure, pressed down and shaken together and running 
over.” I would urge you to think about the church not as one in many civic organizations but 
as unique and specific being the one place in the universe where we enter “the door” and 
in doing so find blessing beyond anything that we might think or desire.  I thank each of 
you for your Christ-centered commitment as you find new blessings day by day living on 
the other side of “the door.” 

In Christ,  

Father Steven + 
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