
“What are you giving up for Lent?” To answer that question may mean that we have forgotten what Jesus said 
about not letting the left hand know what the right hand is doing. What a person does to draw closer to God is 
between that person and God. Lent is not about giving up something, but following Jesus in his sufferings and 
realizing that what he endured was because of our sin.  
 

A man had broken the law and was sentenced to a short stay in jail. The judge said to him, “While you are there 
think about what you have done, and the pain that it has caused.” In a sense, Lent is a time set aside to examine 
our sinfulness, to think about the pain we have caused; especially to our glorious Savior.  
 

“Was it for crimes that I had done 
He groaned upon the tree? 

Amazing pity! grace unknown! 
And love beyond degree! 

But drops of grief can ne’er repay 
The debt of love I owe: 

Here, Lord, I give myself away, 
’Tis all that I can do.” 

 
I realize that Lent is not a season that the Bible demands that we keep. I am grateful that many Christians find 
meaning in these forty days. This once a year season draws us back to Calvary, and back into our own hearts 
for a much needed spiritual examination.  “Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my        
anxious thoughts. Point out anything in me that offends you, and lead me along the path of everlasting 
life.” (Psalm 139:23-24) 
 

The Lenten path is sorrowful and sacrificial; but worship must be upbeat 
and attractive some might say. Even upbeat worship will become empty and 
lose its meaning if we forget what a price Jesus paid to redeem us. “Lest I 
forget Gethsemane, lest I forget Thine agony; lest I forget Thy love for me, 
lead me to Calvary.” 
 

“Jesus set his face toward Jerusalem (the cross).” Are we willing daily to 
bear the cross for Christ, to go with him, with him, all the way?  

 
                                                                                               Grace and Peace,                                                                                                     
                                                                                                                                Rev. Ray 
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Sunday, March 14th 
(Set your clocks ahead one hour before 

going to bed Saturday night). 

 

 

 

 

 

The Worship Committee will meet on Thursday,  
March 4th at 7:00 PM in the  Fellowship Hall.   

Please see Dona Dvorak for more information. 

2nd…...Ashley Blevins 

3rd…….Carolyn Johns, Landon Morton 

4th…….Jane Dugger, Collin Morton 

5th…...Nona Jarratt 

7th…….Maryetta Elliott 

8th…...Heather Forinash 

11th…..Darlene LaPorte 

12th…..Sid Davidson 

13th…..Stephanie Young 

17th…..Lynn Little 

18th….Abby Gwinn 

20th…..J D Livingston III, Cadie Digby, Leta Hale, Kathy Pierce 

23rd…..Sophie Bremer, Julia Schubert 

25th…..Phyllis Hankins 

26th…..Charles Tittle 

27th…..Carolyn Peters, Alexandra Campbell,  Timothy Giardina 
29th…...Sam LaPorte, Courtney Campbell 
30th…...Lynn Hulshult, Julie Bentley 
31st…...Scott Thompson 
 

*Please advise Robin in the Church Office of additions or corrections 

FUMC family, 
 

Thank you so much for the cards, food, gift 
cards, phone calls & most importantly the    
prayers during this difficult time.  We are so 
blessed to have our church family to lean on 
during the joyous times & during the hard times.  
We love you all. 
 

Bobby, Alicia, Collin & 

Landon Morton 

 

Thank you so much for your support of Loaves & Fishes 
Outreach Ministry in 2020.  With your help we distributed 
over 200,000 pounds of food to our community.  Having 
served almost 23,000 meals, and giving more than 3300 
food boxes to those in need.  We were able to help more 
than 8,800 people in Elizabethton and 
Carter County. 
 

We are so blessed to partner with you 
in this ministry.  We look forward to 
seeing what God has in store for 2021! 
 
Loaves & Fishes Outreach Ministry 
River’s Edge Fellowship Church 
 



                    

MARCH MISSION OF THE MONTH  
 
     
 

 

 

 
            

Seeking to put God’s love into action by bringing people together to build homes, community and hope.  
 
Our March Mission of the Month is Holston Habitat for Humanity who is currently building the 24th Habitat 
house in Elizabethton at 602 Blevins Avenue for homeowner Kevin. A major sponsor of this house is Citizens 
Bank Foundation, who has done so in memory of FUMC’s own and much beloved Charles “Dude” LaPorte. This 
is such a fitting way to honor Dude’s memory in that he was a long time construction volunteer and supporter 
of Holston Habitat for Humanity.  
 
The picture below was taken at the recent kick-off event attended by Darlene (seen with a shovel) and son 
Charles. Completion of the house and the dedication service is anticipated in early April.  
 
Homeowners like Kevin participate in homebuyer education classes, and contribute many hours in sweat     
equity before receiving the opportunity to purchase their new home. Your donation to Mission of the Month 
will go toward construction costs of Kevin’s home. (Please make your check payable to First United Methodist 
Church and notate “Mission of the Month” on the memo line of your check). 

 
 
 
   

 



Altar flowers are given for the Glory of God and….. 

February 7:      Given with love of Shirley Hardin from Jim. 

February 14:    Given In honor of Reverend Ray and Pat for their  

                        continued dedication to this church, for Valentine's Day, and  
                        for Pat's February 11th birthday! 
 

February 21st:  Given in memory of Russell Shadoan’s 100th birthday,  

                         February 20th , and in memory of Diane Horton on   

                         her birthday.  

 

February 28th:  In remembrance of Bernice Shipley on her  

                         March 1st birthday. Given with love from her family. 

THE RESURRECTION CROSS  
  

We will adorn the Resurrection Cross with flowers for our Easter 
Sunday Worship Service.   
 
Memorials and/or honorarium contributions to the Resurrection 
Cross are being accepted and will be listed in the April Chimes 
Newsletter.   
 
Watch for more information in your Sunday Bulletin.  Deadline for 
submissions is Sunday, March 21st. 
 
 
 

In Memory/Honor of:____________________________________________________________________ 
       (Circle One)  
 

                       Given by: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
In Memory/Honor of:____________________________________________________________________ 
       (Circle One)  
 

                       Given by: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
In Memory/Honor of:____________________________________________________________________ 
       (Circle One)  
 

                       Given by: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 



Tuesday Bible Study Class with Terri Parker 

This Spring I am overjoyed to be offering a new Tuesday Bible study that can be life-
changing. As a natural progression from our series’ this year which have  focused on 
the power of knowing God, we are going to experience the third member of the 
Trinity - The Holy Spirit.  Ruach is the Hebrew Word translated Holy Spirit in the 
Bible. 

This is a 13-week study beginning March 2 through May 31. It is designed for both 
groups and individual studies so let me encourage you to get this study guide even 
if you cannot participate every week with the group. Do not let FOZ (fear of Zoom) 
inhibit you from joining. I will personally come help you set up a Zoom at your 
home on your device. (If the Fellowship Hall opens back up the morning group will 
meet at the church while evenings will continue on Zoom.) 

Ruach Journey is a 13 week video based study will explore what has hindered us 
from living from the abundance that Jesus promised each of us as believers. Ruach Journey is an opportunity for 
men and women to engage with scripture in order to understand how God created us to live with our spirit, soul, 
and body aligned with Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Ruach Journey includes practical ways to bless and nourish your spirit and also how to recognize when you are 
living in less than God designed. Ruach Journey is an invitation to discover the richness of the treasure He has 
placed in you – spirit, soul, and body. In this study, Sylvia Gunter and Elizabeth Gunter will take you deeper into 
the themes and concepts of You Are Blessed In The Names of God and Free To Be You. 

Terri Parker 

terrigoddardparker@icloud.com 
(423)201-5397  

A couple of weeks ago, Jobelle Hood came up to me after church and thanked me for the music.  She mentioned 
how she appreciated the faithfulness of the musicians.    Her comments made me happy but also reminded me to 
thank all the people who have shared their talents with us for the last year.  These are the truly faithful members 
who at the risk of their own health have continued the rich tradition of the FUMC music. 
 

The music in our church stirs my heart.  I hope this is true for you.  In this difficult time of the pandemic, I have 
continued to be blessed by the members of our music department. Musical stewardship far exceeds the Sunday 
morning worship hour.  Before you see a church musician in the sanctuary or virtually, there has been time for re-
hearsal, setting up time to rehearse with David, Susan, and Tom (bless their hearts), and planning.  The message 
through music is not a performance but rather an extension of the message of Pastor Ray and the will of God. 
  
Having the ability to be a church musician is a gift from God.  Our church is blessed with talented people, young 
and old.  Music is also an outreach.  Quality programs attract like-minded people.  Families want their children to 
experience music. 
 

When you see some of the people who have continued to bless us with their musical gift, thank them.   

I cannot wait for the time when I can send a message to all the musicians, choir and handbells, percussion, guitars, 
children, and adults, that it is safe to come back.  What a glorious day 
that will be. 
 

Catherine Bunton 

mailto:terrigoddardparker@icloud.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   Doug Hulshult, Youth Leader 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Donations to the church have been received in Memory of: 

 
 
 

                                         Tony Ramsey (Phyllis Hankins’ brother)  

 
                                                    Sam & Vickie Shipley (First Bank Memorial Fund) 

                                                   Sam & Vickie Shipley (Children’s Music Ministry) 

Richard & Jennine Lovette (First Bank Memorial Fund) 

Lanny & Martha Epperson (First Bank Memorial Fund) 

Greg & Julie Bowers (First Bank Memorial Fund) 

Jean Madgett (First Bank Memorial Fund) 

Maryetta Elliott (First Bank Memorial Fund) 

John & Margaret Holland (First Bank Memorial Fund) 

Kathy Pierce (First Bank Memorial Fund) 

Susan Carson (First Bank Memorial Fund) 

                Susan Hathaway (First Bank Memorial Fund) 

                                                  Susan Huntington (First Bank Memorial Fund) 

                                                   Gaye Stanton (First Bank Memorial Fund) 

                                                  David & Teresa Pinckard (First Bank Memorial Fund) 

                                                   Jim & Debby Nolan (First Bank Memorial Fund) 

                                                David & Debbie Wortman (First Bank Memorial Fund) 

                                               Wesley & Jennifer Bradley (First Bank Memorial Fund) 

                                               John & Lanelle Crockett (First Bank Memorial Fund) 

                                                Jerry & Sherry Freeman (First Bank Memorial Fund) 

                                              Gary & Meg Brown (First Bank Memorial Fund) 

                                              Fred & Ruth Bowers (First Bank Memorial Fund) 

                                                            Tom & Chrisann Tull (First Bank Memorial Fund) 

                                                            Gayle & Jobelle Hood (First Bank Memorial Fund) 
 
 

 
 
                                 

Shirley Mynatt (Bob & Gordon “Lynn” Carroll’s Sister) 
 

Sam & Vickie Shipley (Youth Ministry) 

 

Lesa Sholes  
Darlene LaPorte (Mobile Food Pantry Ministry) 
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Regular Weekly Schedule 
 

Sunday Worship                                                            10:00 AM  

Sunday School                                On hold due to COVID-19 

Sunday Night Bible Study     On hold currently  

Sunday Night 4:12 Jr.  & Sr. High          5:30 PM -  7:45 PM                        

Wednesday Coolagers                 On hold due to COVID-19                       

Wednesday Life Lessons                           Online at 7:00 PM    

Wednesday Choir Practice        On hold due to COVID-19                                      

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 
Terri Parker’s 

Zoom Bible Study 
10 AM & 6 PM 

3 
Lent Bible Study 

Online 
7:00 PM 

4 

 
Worship Meeting 
7:00 PM 

5 6 

7 
Worship Service 
10:00 AM 

8 9 
Terri Parker’s 

Zoom Bible Study 
10 AM & 6 PM 

10 
Lent Bible Study 

Online 
7:00 PM 

11 

 
 
 

12 13 

14 
Worship Service 
10:00 AM 

15 16 
Terri Parker’s 

Zoom Bible Study 
10 AM & 6 PM 

17 
Lent Bible Study 

Online 
7:00 PM 

18 19 20 

Newsletter 
Deadline 

21 
Worship Service 
10:00 AM 

22 23 
Terri Parker’s 

Zoom Bible Study 
10 AM & 6 PM 

24 
Lent Bible Study 

Online 
7:00 PM 

25 26 27 

28 
Palm Sunday 

 
Worship Service 
10:00 AM 

29 
Holy Monday 

30 
Holy Tuesday 

Terri Parker’s 
Zoom Bible Study 

10 AM & 6 PM 

31 
Holy Wednesday 

Lent Bible Study 
Online 

7:00 PM 

April 1st 

 

Maundy 

Thursday 

April 2nd 

 

Good Friday 

 

March 2021 
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