
 
The question of the day is, "Where has the summer gone?" Some are starting back to school soon. 
Do you remember the smell of the classroom on that first day when you were a kid? For me it was a 
combination of new books, chalk boards, tennis shoes, and blue jeans that were so new and stiff you 
could hardly bend your knees." As I grow older, my yesterdays seem to be closer instead of a long 
time ago. Perhaps the real question is, "Where has time gone?" 
 
People told us to enjoy our children; that they grow up quickly. Now, we have a grandson complet-
ing his senior year in college. They were right. "Where does time go?" 
 
It's time to think again about the things that really matter in life. Everyone has a cause these days. 
We all have things that we think are of upmost importance. Jesus said something to His friend    
Martha that He could say to many of us: "You are busy with many things, but one thing is mindful." 
That is for us to sit together as friends and family at His feet, and learn of Him. 
 
The people and things that are important to us may not be the ones that are getting our attention. We 
get only one shot with this life. Let's keep regrets at a minimum. The hug that we don't have time for 
today will not be back around. The flowers that we will smell after we get done what we are doing 
will have faded when we get to them.  
 
"Mom, Dad!" the little girl cried, "I have something to show you." They said to her, "We will be 
there as soon as we get done texting our friend." Thirty minutes later they found her with tears in her 
eyes sitting on the beach beside what was left of a message that had been written on the sand. Swept 
out into the eternity of the ocean's wave were the words, "I Love You!"  
 
"Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom." 
Psalm 90:12 
                                             
 

                                                       Grace and Peace, 

 

                                                                      Rev Ray 
 

 

 

THE CHIMES 

August 2021 

 

Elizabethton Tennessee 



          Setup:        Jim & Debby 
          Clean Up:  Pam & Renee 
 
          Servers:    Bowers Family 
           

 

1st…….Melissa Burkette, Brayden Carroll 
2nd…...Greg Bowers, Victoria Crockett, Millie Digby, Judy Gwinn, 
              Rick Russell 
3rd…….Kelly Geagley 
4th…...Chuck Adkins, Bentley Forinash 
9th…….Jackie Parlier, David Pinckard 
10th…..Toby Jones, Tyler Lee 
13th…..Danielle Gentry, Carrie Lee 
14th…..Dicky Lou Cooter 
17th.....Becky Hale 
19th....JoEllen Hyder, Sophia Hyder, Tanner James 
22nd...David Deal, Susan Jarvis, Paul Powers, Jackson Robbins 
23rd….Jim Hardin 
25th….Wil McNeely, Ryan Jay Weatherford 
27th...Sara McCann, Matthew Schaff 
28th...Cagney Bennett 
29th….Joyce Birchfield, Patsy Goddard-Longmire 
30th….Matthew Robbins 
31st….Rev. Raymond Amos                    *Please advise Robin in the Church Office of additions or corrections 

 

 

 

   August 1, 2021 

 
 

Vickie and her husband, Sam, have been dedicated members of First United 
Methodist Church for many years serving their church in numerous ways.  
 

Vickie retired from the Piney Flats Post Office in 2012, where she had served as 
Postmaster. After her retirement she served as our office volunteer until 2016 
when she accepted the Church Administrative Assistant position at Addilynn 
UMC in Bristol. In 2019 Vickie accepted the newly created position of Financial 
Secretary with us.  Her responsibilities include processing offering tithes,       
memorials, and other monies; staff payroll, accounts payable, memorial 
acknowledgements, and various reports etc.  She also manages the books for 
the Church Trustee Funds.   
 

Vickie shows a true passion for this position and looks forward to opportunities 
to use her talents to benefit God’s work through our church.  She sees the 
position as a chance to conquer financial challenges, new ideas, and striving for 
ways we can grow in Christ. 
 

Vickie also volunteers as our church newsletter editor.  She sees this task as a 
way to give back to her church family and her Lord.  She loves documenting 
memories for the church.   
 

Vickie also serves as our Administrative Council Secretary and Finance      
Committee Secretary.  In addition, she serves on Lay Leadership, Evangelism, 
Worship Committee, Usher Team 4 and is a Communion Server. 

 

Thank you for thinking of me at this 
time.  While it’s a difficult time, it is very 
nice to know that there are people 
thinking, caring, and most important, 
praying for me.  Your kindness is very 
appreciated.  Love 
each of you! 
 

Sandra & Lynn 

Carroll 

Vickie Shipley, Financial Secretary 
By Robin Folse 



Altar flowers are given for the Glory of God and….. 
 

July   4th:     Given in honor and celebration of my lovely wife, Lynn Carroll, for her July 8th birthday by Bob    
                       
July 11th:    Given in loving memory of Bob Schaff for his 77th birthday. With love, by Maryetta  
 

                    and… in memory of Charlene and Bob Kane and Jessica  Cash In Christ’s love, by Maryetta Elliott. 

  

July  18th:    Given in honor of my beautiful bride, Sharon Robbins in 

                    celebration of our 4th Wedding Anniversary and our little 
                    family.  We love you, Dave, Matthew & Jackson  
                   

July  25th:   Given in honor of our parents, Gayle & Jobelle Hood,                          
               for their 60th Wedding Anniversary on August 4th.  Given                  
                    with love by Robyn Fuller, Julie Eisenhart, and Rebecca  
                    Tucker.   
                    

 

The Finance Committee will meet 
on Thursday, August 19th at 6:00 
PM in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

                          Jennifer Stroupe 

August Usher Schedule 

    August  1st        Team 6 (Richard Lovette-Captain) 

   August  8th       Team 7 (Scotty Bunton-Captain) 

   August 15th      Team 1 (Stan Bentley-Captain) 

             August 22nd     Team 2 (Greg Bowers-Captain) 

    August 29th     Team 3 (Kelly Geagley-Captain) 

  

 The Administrative Council will meet on 

 Thursday, August 26th at 6:00 PM in the 

 Fellowship Hall.  

 

                        Sam Shipley 



 

                
 
 

August Mission of the Month  
 

Our Mission: Provide physical and emotional support in a safe and loving home for children awaiting foster care placement.  
 
Our Purpose: When children are removed from their homes out of concern for their welfare, they are usually 
brought to the Department of Children’s Services Offices to await placement with a foster family. This wait can 
be several hours to nearly a full day. These children often have nothing with them and are scared, lonely, hun-
gry, and often in dirty clothing. Isaiah117 provides a comforting home where these children instead can be 
brought to wait – a place that is safe with friendly and loving volunteers who provide clean clothes, smiles, toys, 
and snuggly blankets. This space allows children to receive the comfort and care they need while DCS staff are 
able to do the necessary paperwork and identify a good foster placement.  
 
Our Story by Founder and Director Ronda Paulson: In 2014, my husband Corey and I went through Path Training in 
order to become foster parents. As part of our training, we attended a class at the Washington County DCS of-
fice. During that class, we were informed that when children are removed from their homes they often have to 
come to the DCS office and wait for placement. As I looked around the cubicle filled space, I couldn't imagine a 
scared child sitting in such a sterile, cold environment waiting to learn their fate. That is when I believe God put 
on my heart the Isaiah 117 House. Fast -forward one year, on November 5, 2015, at 3:45pm, I received a call 
from the Carter County DCS office. Within an hour, Corey, Sophie, Mac and I were picking up our foster son. We 
were asked to come to the back door of the office. He was dirty, in clothes that were too small, and literally had 
nothing in the world. This was the second time I believe the Lord put on my heart the Isaiah 117 House. What if 
there was a home where children could go when they are removed? What if there was a safe place with friendly, 
loving volunteers? What if there was an environment with clean clothes, bath toys, healthy snacks, comfy beds 
and toys? What if instead of cubicles, the traumatized child could see smiles, books, and snuggly blankets?  
 
This is my dream for the Isaiah 117 House. Isaiah 1:17 says, "defend the cause of the fatherless." I believe that 
is what God is calling me to do. I see a home with a girl’s bedroom, a boy’s bedroom, fully stocked bathroom, 
playroom, nursery, etc. I see a team of volunteers, 2 at a time, on call to greet "the least of these" when they 
need love most. I see a place always ready to take in the children of this region in their time of need and help 
with what is inevitably a traumatic transition. I believe this home has the potential to positively affect the children 
who are coming into custody in ways far beyond what we could ever imagine as well as support the DCS staff of 
this region. 

 
  

           August   2, 2021    Dona Dvorak 

 August   9, 2021    Susan Heaton 

 August 16, 2021    Jobelle Hood 

 August 23, 2021        Jean Madgett 

 August 30, 2021   Susan Heaton 

VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE 

COUNTERS 

https://isaiah117house.com/
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Please join us in celebrating the 
60th Wedding Anniversary 

of 

Gayle & Jobelle Hood 
 

Saturday, August 7, 2021 from 2:00 to 4:00 PM 
First United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall 

Hosted by:  Robyn Fuller, Julie Eisenhart and Rebecca Tucker 
No Gifts Please 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Arney held a 4th of 
July Patriotic Concert on 
Sunday afternoon for our 
church and community.   



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s time at the altar, Sunday July 18th!   
This was their first Sunday back since the pandemic! 

Katelyn Kechter was awarded the Chase 
Seeley Memorial Scholarship Award on 

Sunday, July 11th.  
 

Katelyn will be attending Tennessee 
Wesleyan University.  The award was 

presented on behalf of the Seeley family 
by our Youth Leader, Doug Hulshult 



 

Collin and Landon  
were baptized on July 5th 

by Rev. Ray. 
 

These sweet boys and 
their loving parents,  

Alicia & Bobby Morton, 
are such a blessing to our 

church family. 

 
 
 

We extend a warm welcome to  
 

Gary & Paulette Bruggeman  
 

The Bruggeman’s joined our First UMC family 
on Sunday, July 18, 2021 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COOLAGERS 

Coolager Tweetsie Ride  

Pool fun at Jean  

Forinash’s house 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth meeting at 
Jean Forinash’s 

house. 

Youth serving at 

TLC's mobile 

food pantry  



                                                     
Our Foundation: “Do not let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an ex-
ample for believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity.”  - 1 Timothy 4:12 
 

Our Mission: We exist to equip a community of believers, to proclaim the love of God to the 
world, and to make Disciples of Christ Jesus for the transformation of the world through 
prayer, worship, fellowship, Bible teachings and services in the community. 

Our Goal: To surround our youth with an unconditional love that fosters genuine relation-
ships, shows them how important they are, anchors them in the joy and traditions of the 
Methodist church and, energizes and equips them to extend the love of Jesus Christ to the 
world. 

 For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother's womb. I praise you, for I 

am fearfully and wonderfully made. – Psalm 139:13 
 

 For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give 
you a future and a hope. – Jeremiah 29:11 

 

 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared before-
hand, that we should walk in them. – Ephesians 2:10 

 

 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dis-
mayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” – Joshua 1:9 

 
Our Values: Bible based values protect our youth ministry from becoming so goal-oriented 
that it sacrifices the things that matter most, Christ’s love and the love of others. 
  

 Grace – “But to each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift.”                                
-  Ephesians 4:7 

 

 Kindness – “Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God through Christ 
has forgiven you.”  - Ephesians 4:32b 

 
 Love  -  “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.  No one had 

greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” - John 15:12-13 
 

 Mercy – “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.” -  Luke 6:36 
 

 Respect – “Let each of you look not to your own interest, but to the interest of others.”                               
- Philippians 2:4  

 
 Togetherness— “For just at the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 

body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.”  - 1 Corinthians 12:12 
 
 
 

 

First United Methodist   

4:12 Student Ministry 
Timothy 4:12  



 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Four Generations 

Emmie & Chris Ramirez recently welcomed baby Amora into        
the world! Pictured with Amora and Emmie is Grandmother,        
Julie Hood Eisenhart, and Great Grandmother, Jobelle Hood.   

Congratulations to all! 

Sunday, April 4th 

 
An appendix for the church directory is in the works.  If you need to update 
your information, or are not in the current directory, now is the time to do so.   
 

The directory is a tool for all of the church family and you do not need to be a 
member to be included.  If you consider FUMC as your church home but are 
not in the directory, please let us know that you wish to be included.  We    
especially would like to extend this invitation to all of the new faces we are 
seeing on a regular basis.  Please use the form in our Sunday Bulletin to   
complete your information. 
 

New entries who need a photo, can see Vickie Shipley or Gaye Stanton and 
they will be happy to take a photo for you.  If you already have a photo that 
you want to use, you can email it to the church office at:  
soblessed@fumcelizabethton.com    
 
If you do not have one of 
our current directories, you 
may pick up one in our 
church office.     
 
Please see Robin in the 
church office for more 
information.                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holston Home for Children 

5th Sunday Special Offering 

August 29, 2021 

 

Please make your checks payable to 

First United Methodist Church and  

notate “Holston Home” on the 

memo line of your check. 

 

 

Budget funds needed as of 7/20/21 
$259,310.17 

 

Budget funds received through 
7/20/21 

$252,838.83 
 

Mission of the Month  
(TLC)  received as of 7/20/21 

$685.00 
 



 

Peanut Butter Pals 
Our Peanut Butter Pals Sandwich Ministry has been so fun this summer and we have had at least 18 pals each   
Monday to help.  Angie Odom, who is in charge of The Summer Lunch Program and the children have greatly        
appreciated our delicious and super fresh sandwiches made with many prayers and much love! We have probably 
fixed about 5,000 peanut butter sandwiches when this is over! Thank you all Pals and all FUMC Servants who have 
helped in any way! I certainly could not have done this without the FUMC Servants!!!!  Food City has been so       
generous in having the bread ready for me (42 loaves) each Monday Morning and given us a price break of $1.00 a 
loaf and tax free.  Again, many thanks and much love to these Fabulous Peanut Butter Pals, until next summer!!!! 
Our last date will be Monday, August 9th. 

Much Love and Appreciation, 

 
Susan Hathaway 

 
 

 

 



Casserole Meals Needed 
Hello FUMC Servants!  Food for the Multitude Organization has partnered with River's Edge, Loaves and    Fishes 
Ministry. We will not be meeting and preparing meals as before, however, there is something we can still help 
them with.  

I was wondering if individuals could prepare a casserole on a designated Saturday (once each month) for the folks 
preparing meals 5 out of 7 nights. I need to know if there is enough interest in this ministry before I mention this to 
Loaves and Fishes and get a specific Saturday. Each individual interested can fix a chicken casserole, or lasagna 
casserole, any meat type  or vegetable casserole that you are familiar with. Using a disposable container you can 
meet me at the church parking lot at 4:00 on our designated Saturday and I will transport them to River's Edge 
Church. This would greatly help out the ladies there and give them an evening break. Southside Christian and First 
Presbyterian Churches are doing the Casserole Saturdays now and it is very 
appreciated. Please contact me by phone, text, or at church on Sunday if you 
would be interested in    doing this. You can commit to one Saturday a 
month or be on a       reserve if needed list. Thank you so much and please 
let me know. If there is interest, I will be sending out specific Saturday dates 
if there is enough interest.  

Sincerely, 

Susan Hathaway 

Feel free to call or text:  423-895-2683 

UPCOMING TUESDAY BIBLE STUDIES 
Terri Parker 

 

I hope everyone is having a great summer…. I really miss our “Tuesdays with Terri” as Tyler Fleming calls them.  I 
have been working on our Fall Studies so wanted to wet your spiritual appetites.  As a college professor my        
favorite subject that I facilitated was Comparative Religions - so I am going to bring the classroom to you.  It is   
important to know what we believe, but we should also be educated about other Religious Belief Systems and 
how they compare to Christianity. 
 

“Comparative Religions” will be divided into two parts: Western Traditions 
(Judeo-Christian), and Eastern Traditions (which includes Hinduism, Buddhism, 
Confucianism & others).  
 

We will begin Tuesday September 7th at 10 am in the Fellowship Hall.  I will also 
continue our Zoom meetings Tuesday evenings at 6 pm.  Stay tuned for more 
info in August about materials & supplies.  Looking forward to seeing you again. 

I would like to encourage the members of FUMC to attend the 
Sunday night bible study with Rev. Ray.  We are currently studying 
Matthew.  We are so fortunate to have this man of God who loves 
the Lord, loves his people, preaches on Sunday morning and 

comes back on Sunday evening at 6:00 pm to lead a bible study. 

Even though our attendance is growing weekly on Sunday      
morning, the bible study still averages around 15 people.  It is a 
casual, relaxed time to study the word of God.  I hope you will 

come and see.   

Blessings and Peace, 

Gaye Stanton  

Sunday Nights at 6:00 



 

 
           Donations to the church have been received in Memory of: 

             

 

                                
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

    
 

 
 
 

                    

                         

                   Dr. Charles Tittle 
  Richard Happel (General Memorial Fund)  

Tommy Horton (Music Ministry Fund) 
           

Lynwood Barfield 

  Gayle & Jobelle Hood (General Budget) 

Richard & Norma Tetrick (Music Ministry) 

Sam & Vickie Shipley (Worship Fund) 
 

Bob Kane 

  Lanny & Martha Epperson (Music Ministry) 

Richard & Norma Tetrick (Music Ministry) 

Sam & Vickie Shipley (Worship Fund) 

Robert Clarke (General Memorial Fund) 

Margaret Moses (General Memorial Fund) 

Darlene LaPorte (Media Ministry) 

Mapes Piano String Co. (General Memorial) 
 

Jessica Cash (Teresa Pinckard’s Daughter) 

David & Teresa Pinckard (Building Fund)   

Dave & Chris Harrill (Memory Garden) 

Sam & Vickie Shipley (Memory Garden) 

Maryetta Elliott (Memory Garden) 

Susan Huntington (Missions Ministry) 

Lanny & Martha Epperson (General Memorial) 
 

Donna Tull Green (Tom Tull’s Sister) 

  Gayle & Jobelle Hood (Music Ministry) 
    

    Rob Fleming (Bob & Kitty Fleming’s son) 
  Tommy Horton (Music Ministry Fund) 

 

Freddy Moore (Ann Hampton’s Brother) 

      Gayle & Jobelle Hood (General Budget) 
 

 Buddy Little (Chris Little’s Father) 
 Gayle & Jobelle Hood (General Budget) 

Dr. Charles Tittle 

Lynwood Barfield 

Bob Kane 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjFxIfj-JHhAhUB7J8KHQDiCOAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kokopelligoldens.com%2Fmemories.html&psig=AOvVaw12T7hmzFC8YyDi1Kb9uTm9&ust=1553213337160645


 

August Regular Weekly Schedule 
Sunday Worship                                                            10:00 AM 

Coffee Fellowship                                 11:00 AM—11:15 AM  

Sunday School                                                                11:20 AM 

Sunday Night Bible Study                         6:00 PM 

Sunday Night 4:12 Jr.  & Sr. High          6:00 PM -  7:30 PM                        

Wednesday Life Lessons                                               6:00 PM  

Wednesday Coolagers                                                    6:00 PM  

Wednesday Choir Practice                                           7:00 PM                                      

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
Worship 10 AM 
 

Sunday School 
11:20 AM 
 

Bible Study 6 PM 

2 
Peanut Butter 
Pals 10 AM 

3 4 
Life Lessons    
6 PM 

5 6 7 

8 
Worship 10 AM 
 

Sunday School 
11:20 AM 
 

Bible Study 6 PM 

9 
Peanut Butter 
Pals 10 AM 

10 11 
Life Lessons    
6 PM 

12 
SPPR Meeting 

6:30 PM 

13 14 

15 
Worship 10 AM 
 

Sunday School 
11:20 AM 
 

Bible Study 6 PM 

16 17 18 
Life Lessons    
6 PM 

19 
Finance Meeting 

6 PM 

20 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

21 

22 
Worship 10 AM 
 

Sunday School 
11:20 AM 
 

Bible Study 6 PM 

23 24 25 
Life Lessons    
6 PM 

26 
Adm. Council 
Meeting 6 PM 

27 28 

29 
Worship 10 AM 
 

Sunday School 
11:20 AM 
 

Bible Study 6 PM 

30 31 
Happy  
Birthday  

Rev Ray 

    

August 2021 
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fumcelizabethton.com 

 

August 1st:  Sophie P. 
Communion Sunday 

Acolyte Parent: Campbell 
 

August 8th: Sophia H. 
Acolyte Parent: Little 

 

August 15th:  Jack 
Acolyte Parent:  Blevins 

 

August 22nd: TBA 
Acolyte Parent:  TBA  

 

August 29th: Millie 
Acolyte Parent:  Digby 

 

 

Sunday mornings at 10:00 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Free Little Pantry Donations can be placed in the 

red tub beside the Memory Garden entrance of the first 

floor.  Donation suggestions:  small bottled water, drink 

pouches/boxes, nuts, nutrition bars, fruit cups, travel size 

toiletries, etc.  Please note that the pantry has been very 

blessed with donations of peanut butter/cheese filled 

crackers.  Due to the heat and safety concerns, meat 

products are not being stocked until cooler temperatures, 

so those particular items are not needed at this time. 

Thank you for your support! 

 



 

First United Methodist Church                                                                                                                                 

325 East E Street                                                                                                                                                        

Elizabethton TN  37643 

 

  RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 


