
  

“I am giving you an opinion on this because it is profitable for you, 

who a year ago began not only to do something, but also desire it.  

But now finish the task as well, that just as there was eagerness to 

desire it, so there may also be a completion from what you have.”  

2 Corinthians 8:10-11 
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Whatever you do, in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus,  

giving thanks to God the father through Him.  

—Colossians 3:17 
 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING WITH LOVE,  

YOUR PVBA STAFF 
 

PVBA OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED 

11/23 — 11/27 
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Pecos Valley Pastor’s Perspective 
The Plus of Change 

By Herb Gage 
 

Have you experienced change in the past few months?  That dreaded word has become a daily experience for most of us.  For people 

like me, who are set in a daily routine that terrible word causes us to question everything that disrupts our routine.  One day I started 

making a list of changes that had affected my life in the past months.  Some of these were caused by Covid-19 and some were not, but 

all caused change.  The retirement village in which I reside changed ownership, and the new owners do not do things like the old 

ownership.  For someone who does not do much cooking, the changes in restaurant operations caused changes in my daily routine.  

Even though I live alone, daily life around my house changed.  The cancellations of church activities such choirs, senior adult activities, 

game nights, and movie nights completely shut down my “social life”.  Even though I was at a church where I was very comfortable, 

about the end of March the way we did church changed.  Who ever heard of “drive-in church”?  Then the way we did our annual 

associational meeting changed and the way we did the state convention changed.  Even though I don’t think I said the words audibly, 

they were in my heart.  “We have never done things like this before.”  As I was completing my list, I was asking God about how I should 

survive all this change.  God brought to mind Hebrews 13:8, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow.”  He is the 

same forever!  God was saying to me that in all the change I should depend on Him because He does not change.  Your list of changes 

will be different from mine, however they probably involve changes to your daily routine, changes to your social life, and changes in the 

way you do church.  God’s message to you would be to stay with Him because He is the only thing in your life that will not change.  And 

just as I was applying this message to my life more news came.  Thanksgiving will be different this year.  I started asking God how we 

were going to thank Him for all the good things He has done for us if Thanksgiving is changed.  He seemed to reply with 1 

Thessalonians 5:18, “In everything give thanks for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.”  Thank God for change?  

How?  Why?  Could it be my daily routine needed to change some?  Could it be that my social life needed to change some?  Could it 

be that the way we were doing church needed to change some?  You know maybe change is not totally negative.  Just maybe it can be 

a plus.  It can be a plus if we allow it to draw us closer to the God who does not change.  It can be a plus if we realize that God can use 

it to change us into being more like Him.  It is still not my favorite word, but I hope that I can continue to see there can be a plus in 

change.   

 

Herb Gage is a retired pastor of the Pecos Valley. 

Here are some suggestions on ways you or your church can help: 

1) Financially: 

     *Include the COC in your church’s annual budget 

     *Receive a special offering for the COC 

     *Support through giving to the I Love PVBA annual mission offering 

2) Food Boxes: 

     *Donate items that are used to make up food boxes 

     *Sunday School classes, mission groups, etc. make up several food boxes 

3) Other Needed Items: 

     *Bibles 

     *Good condition used clothing 

     *Toiletries 

     *Blankets and winter coats 

4) Volunteers: 

     *We need volunteers to help serve clients and process donations 

     *We need volunteers to assist with greeting clients 

     *We need volunteers to pray with and share Christ with clients 

The family food box includes:  

1 box of macaroni and cheese 

1 12 oz. bag of elbow noodles 

1 can of chili 

2 cans of canned tomatoes 

Spaghetti sauce 

2 cans of fruit (peaches, pears) 

2 cans of meat (tuna fish, Vienna sausages, etc.) 

4 cans of veggies (peas, corn, green beans, etc.) 

1 lb. of beans 

1 lb. of rice 

As you give thanks for God’s provision to you and your family this month, please pray for those in need who are helped through 

the Carlsbad Outreach Center.  Each month we touch the lives of 100-150 families in that area.  The Center is a mission outreach 

of the Pecos Valley Baptist Association.  Churches, individuals, and civic groups in the area are encouraged to donate canned 

goods and other nonperishable foods, as well as volunteer to help at the center. All the people serving at the  Outreach Center 

are volunteers who give of their time and talents to help those in need. The Center has developed a standardized family food 

box.  Drop off any donations at the PVBA office in Artesia or the Outreach Center at 1318 Mermod in Carlsbad.  If you are 

interested in volunteering or want more information contact Jack Coleman at 575-887-9217. 

http://www.pecosvalleybaptist.com
mailto:pvba@pvtnetworks.net
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Out and About PVBA... 

pvba@pvtnetworks.net  

FINANCIAL REPORT 

September 2020 

Budget Receipts $12,372.03 

Budget Expenditures $7,727.02 

Designated Receipts $6,964.06 

Designated  

Expenditures 
$1,639.22 

General Fund 

Balance 9/30/20 
$99,711.46 

Designated Fund 

Balance 9/30/20 
$265,906.61 

www.pecosvalleybaptist.com 

 

 

   

  

Loving Baptist Church/Loving is seeking a Bi-Vocational pastor to lead and preach 

God’s Word.  Resumes may be sent to Loving Baptist Church, Pastor Search 

Committee, PO Box 396, Loving, NM 88256. 

PVBA churches!! Please send us dates for your December Christmas activities 

that you would like to be included in a special Christmas calendar in the December 

Newsletter.  Send your information by November 18 to pvba@pvtnetworks or call 

575-746-2729. 

We have received $1,484.50 for the I Love PVBA Offering so far.  Our goal is 

$10,000 for 2020 and the money donated is divided between our three mission 

partnership projects: Disaster Relief, Carlsbad Outreach Center, and South Africa.  

Thank you to everyone who has donated so far! 

The PVBA Office is currently open Wednesday and Thursday from 9am-3pm until 

further notice.  Feel free to contact Randa on her cell phone at 575-993-2145 if you 

need assistance any other time during the week.  Please continue praying for the 

association and the DOM search committee as we search for a new director. 

First Baptist Church/Artesia started meeting in their Total Life Center on October 

25 in preparation of their Worship Center remodel.  What an exciting time for the 

people of FBC! 

Pecos Valley Baptist Association held their 48th Annual Meeting on October 18 at 

Calvary Baptist Church in Roswell.  About 56 messengers and guests were 

present!  President Troy Grant did a great job moderating the meeting.  Dick 

Means, pastor of Cavern Baptist Church in Carlsbad preached the annual sermon.  

The Calvary Baptist Church praise 

team led worship during the 

meeting and everyone was 

encouraged by their love for the 

Lord.  We got to hear from our 

South Africa partners, Dr. Julius 

and Cintia Mbu.  We want to thank 

Calvary Baptist Church for being 

very gracious and hosting our 

Annual Meeting.  Thank you to 

everyone that helped make the 

meeting a success!  We look 

forward to seeing everyone again in 

2021 at Blodgett Street Baptist 

Church in Carlsbad! 

The Hispanic & Retired Pastors & Wives Dinner that was scheduled for November 

12 and the PVBA Staff Christmas Banquet that was scheduled for December 7 

have been cancelled.  We will miss this fun time of fellowship with all the pastors!  

We look forward to fellowshipping with you at these events in 2021! 

 

 

6 Katrina Cox’s Birthday 

9 Lawrence & Jeanette’s 

Lowery’s Anniversary 

15 Howell Scott’s Birthday 

 Sheralyn Buerkle’s 

 Birthday 

16 Mary Gonzalez’s 

Birthday 

18 Julie Bassing’s Birthday 

20 Jason Kraft’s Birthday 

21 Vickie Davis’ Birthday 

24 Linda Johnson’s Birthday 

27 Rick & Carol Sullivan’s 

Anniversary 

mailto:pvba@pvtnetworks.net
http://www.pecosvalleybaptist.com
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“I am giving you an opinion on this because it 
is profitable for you, who a year ago began 
not only to do something, but also desire it.  
But now finish the task as well, that just as 

there was eagerness to desire it, so there may 
also be a completion from what you have.”  

2 Corinthians 8:10-11 

Disaster’s affect many people!  Christians naturally feel an obligation to minister 

to those around them that are hurting.  Individual efforts may be helpful, but are 

often not as productive as cooperative and coordinated responses.  Each person 

may have an understanding of his objective without an overall vision for the need 

of everyone.  A coordinated, cooperative team effort can harness the desires 

and energy of individuals into a productive, effective, and efficient force for 

Christ.  Through planning, training, and practicing the disaster relief team is 

always ready to provide leadership and expertise required in times of disaster! 

  

Today New Mexico Baptists respond to floods, fires, and other disasters (both natural and manmade) with an army of 

trained volunteers. These volunteers provide clean-up help, childcare, chaplains, food, and a host of other needs. We 

even have people who are trained to be incident commanders, the person who coordinates the work of all of the 

different relief teams at a particular disaster. Pecos Valley Baptist Association has one of the strongest and most active 

DR ministries in the state. 

  

November 8 is Disaster Relief Appreciation Sunday. We want to say thank you to all of our DR volunteers across 

Pecos Valley. If you would like to join this team of volunteers, call our DR Director, Cathy Pennington at 575-746-7951.  

If you would like to contribute to help in this critical mission outreach of the PVBA, you can give online at 

www.pecosvalleybaptist.com or mail your gift to the office at P.O. Box 267; Artesia, NM 88211. 

Spotlight is a monthly feature that shines a spotlight on one of the ministries being done 

in or through Pecos Valley.  This month’s feature is on Disaster Relief. 

 

http://www.pecosvalleybaptist.com

