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The eyes of your heart may be enlightened so that you may know...what is the immeasurable greatness of His power toward us who 

believe, according to the mighty working of His strength...And He subjected everything under His feet and appointed Him as head over 

everything for the church. —Ephesians 1:18-19, 22 

2023 National Prayer for America 
We come with fervent hearts to praise You Lord.  You are 

The Word, the Way, Truth and Life.  The Alpha and 

Omega, Lion of Judah, Almighty God who was, and is, and 

is to come. You clothed Yourself in flesh and dwelt among 

us, to remove our sin and clothe us in Your righteousness 

that we might dwell with You forever and ever. 

  

With broken, humbled hearts we repent of our sins.  

Confessing to You our faithlessness, prayerlessness, and 

disobedience.  Forgive us for our doubt, our prideful and 

quarrelsome words that reveal our unclean hearts.  

Cleanse us and renew a right and steadfast spirit within us 

we pray. 

  

With grateful hearts we thank You fervently for the 

blessings in our life and throughout America; they are 

more than we are able to count.  We will remember Your 

grace and testify o Your goodness in all generations.  Help 

us to refrain from complaining, but instead be prompted to 

pray faithfully in every circumstance.  Teach us to have a 

content heart knowing You are always enough for our 

every need. 

  

As the Church we commit to pray and love our neighbor 

and nation as You loved us, that our reputation in this 

world would be rooted in Your love.  Holy Spirit work and 

overflow through us in every prayer, thought, word, and 

deed.  May our character, conversations, and conduct 

reflect the righteousness in which You clothed us and 

command us to live. 

  

With an obedient heart we put on the full armor of God; 

Your breastplate of righteousness guards our heart from 

which flows the springs of life.  We pray fervently for our 

communities and country; the people who are in the 

Church, Family, Education, Business and Workplace, 

Military, Government, Arts, Entertainment and Media.  

Every person is Your workmanship, fearfully and 

wonderfully created and loved.  With hopeful hearts we 

pray that all would choose to receive Your love and follow 

You.  We pray that America would confess, “Jesus is Lord” 

and reflect Your righteousness in every sphere of 

influence, and every aspect of our lives.  We ask that 

heavenly hope would flood our hearts, silence hate, and 

that You will heal our land. 

  

Believing You; all You are, all You said, and all You have 

promised, we pray fervently in righteousness and avail 

much. In Jesus Name we pray, Amen! 

The National Day of Prayer was created in 1952 by a joint 

resolution of the United States Congress, and signed into law 

by President Truman.  Each year since then our president 

has called upon the citizens of our nation to pray, and in 1988 

President Reagan established this day of prayer to be the 

First Thursday of May. The significance for us as a nation is 

that it enables us to recall and to teach the way in which our 

founders sought the wisdom of God when faced with critical 

challenges and decisions. It stands as a call for us to humbly 

come before God, seeking His guidance for our leaders and 

His grace upon us as a people.  

This year’s theme is Pray Fervently in Righteousness 

and Avail Much, coming from the promise in scripture 

found in James 5:16b, which says “The prayer of a 

righteous person is power and effective.”  As the 2023 

National Day of Prayer on May 4th approaches, 

thousands of individuals, churches, and communities will 

be working to rally millions of Christian’s to once again 

heed this call! 

Tune in at 6:00pm for the National Broadcast that can be 

found online at www.nationaldayofprayer.org or on many of 

your favorite Christian television and radio networks. 
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John’s Jots  

  

It seems like the month of April was the time to examine 
why we don’t share Christ with those with whom we come 
in contact.  Our Sunday school class talked about it, and 
then I had a very somber conversation the other day with 
one of our local pastors.  We were at lunch and the 
conversation came up about being intentional in sharing 
Jesus with those we encounter daily.  The one we 
encounter could be family, friends, or co-workers.  This 
local pastor and I confessed how unintentional we really 
are in sharing Jesus with those we encounter.  It broke my 
heart. 
 
You may think you are living on mission because you wear 
Christian t-shirts and listen to Christian music on the radio 
or internet at work.  You may be a deacon, pastor, board 
member or Sunday school teacher or member.  However, 
do you ever open your mouth and share Jesus with the 
people you meet? 
 
We all think we have important things to talk about that 
really don’t matter at all: sports, weather, movies, and 
hobbies.  Many times, we have nothing to say about the 
one thing that matters the most and that is the Gospel. 
 
While having the conversation with the local pastor, this 
question came to my mind.  Do I really believe what the 
Bible says about salvation?  Yes, I do.  But do I care 
enough to tell others about Jesus?  Everything I have to 
offer as an excuse seems very selfish.  “I don’t want to 
offend someone.  I don’t want them to think I’m weird.”  
Those excuses are pretty weak.  
 
I have found in my own life that I must be intentional in 
sharing Jesus with those around me.  I may be a director of 
missions, or a pastor, or a member of a local church.  I 
must have purpose and be on mission in being a soul 
winner and so should you. 
 
Sharing Christ Together,  
John 

May 7 OPEN 

May 14 OPEN 

May 21 OPEN 

May 28 OPEN 

June 4 OPEN 

June 11 OPEN 

June 18 OPEN 

June 25 South Africa 

John’s Tentative May & June Schedule 

This retreat is for bi-vocational pastors and pastors of 

smaller membership or rural churches and their 

families. 

 

August 4-6, 2023 

Sivells Baptist Retreat & Conference Center 

 

Cost: 

Individual—$55 

Couple—$85 

Family—$120 

Cost includes two nights in hotel style lodging, five 

meals, family worship times, and breakout sessions for 

adults and kids. 

 

For more information, contact Cheryl Vaughn at 

cvaughn@bcnm.com 

 

Register online at bcnm.com/shepherd 

Happy Mother’s Day! 

May 14 
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Out and About PVBA 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

March 2023 

Budget Receipts $18,375.78 

Budget Expenditures $11,580.82 

Designated Receipts $5,254.42 

Designated  

Expenditures 
$10,421.18 

General Fund 

Balance 3/31/23 
$213,890.80 

Designated Fund 

Balance 3/31/23 
$445,254.87 

www.pecosvalleybaptist.com 

Pecos Valley Baptist Association has a new Facebook page!  Come follow 

our page and connect with us on Facebook to stay up to date on what's 

happening in and around the Pecos Valley! 

Our South Africa mission team is coming together.  Eleven individuals will 

head to Dallas on June 21 and then fly out the next day to Johannesburg, 

South Africa.  As in past years, the team will be working with Julius and 

Cintia Mbu at Hope Baptist Church in the Sunnyside neighborhood of 

Pretoria.  They will lead Vacation Bible School in the mornings from June 26-

29.  In the afternoons they will be helping with an eyeglasses outreach, as 

well as doing some street evangelism.  We would like to ask for donations 

of new or gently used reading glasses or sunglasses to be used for the 

afternoon outreach.  Donations can be dropped off at the PVBA Office.   

Pecos Valley Baptist Association welcomed a team from BCNM on April 15 

that brought a VBS and children’s ministry training to our churches. About 50 

attended the training.  Some of the classes included Directors, Music, 

Community Engagement, Leading a Child to Christ, and many more. Those 

that attended are now prepared to help children follow Jesus to change the 

game during this summers “Twists & Turns” Vacation Bible School.  

It is with great sadness that we announce the death of Jeff Morriss.  He 

passed on March 18 surrounded by his wife and granddaughter.  Jeff and his 

wife Wanda, settled into Carlsbad, NM in the early 1980s.  He served as a 

deacon and was eventually ordained as a Pastor at Happy Valley Baptist 

Church.  In 2015, he pastored at Otis Baptist Church.  Our loss is heaven’s 

gain as he is now standing in the presence of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. 

First Baptist Church/Roswell did Easter 2 U outreach on April 8.  The church 

took Easter to the people of Roswell by hiding Easter eggs, sharing the 

Gospel, and inviting them to their Easter service.  What a great opportunity 

for the church to reach their community! 

 

 

 

May 2: 11:30am Roswell Pastors Lunch, Pepper’s 

May 23: 9:00am Newsletter Day, PVBA Office 

May 23: 11:30am Carlsbad Pastors Lunch, Pizza Inn on Pierce 

May 25: 8:00am Artesia Pastors Breakfast, Alma’s 

May 29: Memorial Day—PVBA Office Closed 

June 13-14: Southern Baptist Convention, New Orleans, LA 
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2 Will Britt’s Birthday 

7 Josh & Mim Carrell’s 

Anniversary 

10 Joby Houghtaling’s Birthday 

 LeeRoy Howard’s Birthday 

13 Jennifer Houghtaling’s 

Birthday 

14 Michael Davidson’s Birthday 

22 Pete & Allison Crook’s 

Anniversary 

26 Michael & Emily Davidson’s 

Anniversary 

29 John & Marcia Hinze’s 

Anniversary 

 Ty Houghtaling’s Birthday 

Upcoming Events 
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ASSOCIATION STAFF 

 

John Hinze 

Director of Missions 

 

Randa Riggs 

Administrative Assistant 

 

Connie Stageberg 

Financial Assistant 

 

Cathy Pennington 

Communication Assistant 

Spotlight 

I Love PVBA Week 

Associational Goal: 
$10,000 

The association partners together in three cooperative mission efforts: the Carlsbad Outreach Center, Disaster Relief, and 

Hope Baptist Centre in South Africa.  During “I Love PVBA Week”, which will be June 11-17 and throughout the remainder of 

2023, we will receive our sixth annual “I Love PVBA Offering.”  This offering will be divided equally between the outreach 

center, our disaster relief work, and our mission work in South Africa. 
 

Our 2023 association goal is $10,000.  If we surpass this goal, we will be able to provide more than $3,300 to each of these 

joint mission ventures. This will help us: 

 *Purchase resources to help with our outreach center  

 *Maintain and update equipment for thousands affected by disasters 

 *Provide scholarships to assist Pecos Valley Baptists to go on mission to South Africa 

 *Give hope to those who are hurting and discouraged on the streets of Carlsbad 

 *Train new disaster relief volunteers to participate in various DR projects 

 *Teach God’s Word to young people in South Africa 
 

We are grateful for the cooperative efforts that our churches engage in to share Christ, strengthen churches, and send 

missionaries!  You may give online at www.pecosvalleybaptist.com/give or by mailing your donation to the PVBA Office. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come on you, 

and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”—Acts 1:8 

 JUNE 11-17 
2023 


