
  

“I am giving you an opinion on this because it is profitable for you, 

who a year ago began not only to do something, but also desire it.  

But now finish the task as well, that just as there was eagerness to 

desire it, so there may also be a completion from what you have.”  

2 Corinthians 8:10-11 
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Responding to Crisis 
     

     The past several weeks has been challenging. For the first time in the lives of most, we have been faced 

with a genuine pandemic that has affected more than the 5:00 news. Every person in the U.S. has been 

personally impacted in some way by COVID-19, aka, the coronavirus. Children are home from school, events 

have been cancelled, businesses are closing. If you have a 401k (or 403b for us preacher types!) or any other 

kind of investment in the stock market you have probably taken a hit of 30-50% in the value of your portfolio. 

Churches have been impacted with some pastors preaching to empty auditoriums and livestreaming the 

message to congregations. And, we have all been introduced to a new term in our lexicon . . . social distancing. 

And then there are those who have actually contracted the virus! 

     There have been many different responses to the crisis. Some better than others. As I have noticed 

responses on social media there is a word that I have not seen used enough . . . wisdom.  

     Throughout Scripture, in times of pain, challenge, or turmoil, wise people asked God for wisdom.  

     God told a new king that he could ask for any coronation gift he wanted and the Creator would provide it. 

Solomon could have asked for wealth, power, or fame. Instead he said, “O LORD my God, You have made 

Your servant king in place of my father David, yet I am but a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 

And Your servant is in the midst of Your people which You have chosen, a great people who cannot be 

numbered or counted for multitude. So, give to Your servant an understanding heart to judge Your people 

to discern between good and evil. For who is able to judge this great people of Yours?” (1 Kings 3:7-9). God 

was so pleased by Solomon’s wise plea that He gave the young king, not only the wisdom he asked for, but 

also everything he did not ask for. 

     Moses faced many tough moments in his 120 years of life. Numbers 20 had to have been one of the most 

painful. The chapter opens with the death of his sister Miriam, quickly moves to a conflict that results in Israel’s 

leader exchanging his privilege to enter the Promised Land for a moment of unbridled anger, and closes with 

the death of their first high priest, Aaron. Wow! And you think you’ve had a tough week! 

     In response to this stretch of turmoil Moses cried out to God, “Teach us to number our days that we may 

present to You a heart of wisdom” (Ps. 90:12). From the depths of his pain Moses recognized wisdom as a gift 

God gives to us to present back to Him. He recognized that the most important thing he could ask of the Father 

was for wisdom that would heal his grieving heart, meet the people’s needs, and overcome the flaws in his own 

personality. 

     As we confront the uncertainty of the weeks to come, the two most important prayer requests we can make 

are for God to receive glory and for us to receive wisdom. 

     There are two great enemies that wage war against wisdom. The first is fear. Paralyzing fear is not of nor 

from God. This kind of fear produces a sense of hopelessness, powerlessness, and aimlessness, leaving us 

with an inability to know what to do and an inability to do what we do know to do. 

     There is a difference between fear and wise caution or concern. Paul wrote, “God has not given us a spirit of 

fear, but of love, power, and sound judgment” (2 Tim. 1:7). God’s spirit of love overcomes hopelessness; His 

spirit of resurrection power overwhelms our weakness; and, His spirit of sound judgment replaces aimlessness 

with wisdom. 
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     The second enemy of wisdom is stubbornness. Stubbornness often rears its head in times of crisis. It is a 

refusal to acknowledge that a problem exists or that there is a need for help. It can take the form of refusing to 

listen to appropriate authority or counsel. I read a Facebook post where someone actually suggested that the 

coronavirus was not real, but rather a political ploy to influence upcoming elections. That’s a stubborn spirit! 

     David warned, from his own experience, against being stubborn. After finally repenting of his sin with 

Bathsheba he counseled, “Do not be as the horse or as the mule which have no understanding, whose 

trappings include bit and bridle to hold them in check, otherwise they will not come near you” (Ps. 32:9). 

Though his crisis was one of his own making, David discovered great wisdom when he acknowledged his 

stubborn spirit and yielded to God’s grace. 

     As I read Psalm 90, I see three things that those who are wise acknowledge. First, the wise acknowledge 

who God is. “LORD, You have been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the mountains were born, or 

You gave birth to the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God” (vv. 1-2). In 

times of crisis, the faithful of every generation have run to God as their refuge. He is the Creator of everything 

and the controller of eternity (vv. 3-4). It is no accident that David highlighted the affirmation that God is as the 

dividing point between the wise and the unwise when he wrote, “The fool has said in his heart, there is no 

God” (Ps. 14:1). 

     Some deny God’s existence outright, others deny it with their actions (or inactions). Vice President Mike 

Pence was mocked after being named head of the president’s coronavirus task force because, according to 

one political analyst, “He doesn’t believe in science. He believes you should pray and that’s outdated 

thinking.” If that’s true, I’m engaging in some of that “outdated thinking” that there will be more “outdated 

thinking” in the halls of power in our country and around the world. 

     After acknowledging that God is and that He is our hiding place in times of crisis, the second thing the wise 

do is acknowledge what they cannot do. Psalm 90 is filled with many things that Moses, as great as he was, 

knew he could not do. You can summarize them with two statements: we cannot dictate our will to a sovereign 

God and we cannot change a sovereign God’s purposes and plans.  

     Planning and strategizing is important, but we tend to make plans as though we are the sovereign one. 

This is why we get frustrated when things change. Recognizing God as our sovereign and ourselves as His 

servants won’t necessarily eliminate the pain of rough days, but yielding our plans to His will does give us 

confidence that even when we are uncertain or caught by surprise, He is not. 

     Finally, the wise acknowledge what they can do . . . respond to God. “Let the favor of the Lord our God be 

upon us; and do confirm for us the work of our hands; yes, confirm the work of our hands” (v. 17). With 

genuine humility and surrender to God’s grace we can discover how to serve wisely. 

     Sometimes this wise work is simple common sense. Mom was right . . . “wash your hands!” and, “if you’re 

sick, don’t hang around those who aren’t!” Our association recently had to make the painful decision to cancel 

our mission trip to South Africa and a beloved event for our senior adults. Why? Because it was the wise work 

of common sense. Don’t be paralyzed with fear, but don’t be stubborn, either. Listen to the counsel of doctors 

and leaders and make the changes that will help slow down the spread of the virus. 

     But, also recognize that at times the wise work of the Father will defy worldly wisdom. In his book, “The 

Insanity of Obedience,” Nik Ripken noted that God’s greatest priority is not our safety; it is His Kingdom. We 

all like reassurances that everything is going to turn out alright and that nothing real bad is ever going to 

happen to us or the people we love. But, that’s not how things work in a world where God, “sends rain on the 

righteous and the unrighteous” (Matt. 5:45). 

     At times the wisest statement we can make is the testimony Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego made to a 

cocky King Nebuchadnezzar: “Our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire; 

and He will deliver us out of your hand, O king. But even if He does not, let it be known to you, O king, that 

we are not going to serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up” (Daniel 3:17-18).  

     Confidence that, no matter what happens to me, God will be glorified and His kingdom advanced is the 

greatest declaration of the wise. In the midst of crisis, don’t miss the opportunity to declare to others the 

greatness of your Savior and the love and grace He has for them through the cross and empty tomb. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 

February 2020 

Budget Receipts $ 16,693.90 

Budget Expenditures $ 15,049.97  

Designated Receipts $ 12,947.10 

Designated  

Expenditures 
$ 427.95 

General Fund 

Balance 2/29/20 
$ 70,005.29  

Designated Fund 

Balance 2/29/20 
$ 210,732.09 

Trinidad Community Baptist/Roswell is accepting resumes for pastor 

through the end of April.  Please submit resumes to Tina Torres at 

tinatorres59@msn.com or PO Box 3158, Roswell, NM 88202. 

The PVBA Executive Board meeting will be on April 27 via Zoom 

beginning at 7:00pm.  Board packets will be mailed out and a link to 

the online meeting will be emailed out to all board members prior to 

the meeting. 

The VBS Training by BCNM scheduled for April 2 at FBC/Artesia has 

been CANCELED.  The convention is working create videos to post 

online.  More details will become available soon.  

Otis Baptist Church/Carlsbad is accepting resumes for pastor.  

Please mail resumes to the church at 2428 Bannister Rd., Carlsbad 

NM 88220.   

National Day of Prayer is May 7 and at this crucial 

time for our nation, we can do nothing more 

important than pray.  Join us and the nation, in 

prayer as we seek God’s will for our country, its 

leaders, and our future.  While our nation is in 

trouble, it is well within the realms of Jesus’ 

capabilities to heal and restore our nation, our 

leadership, and the people to one that is in line 

with His will and word.  We encourage you to 

participate in National Day of Prayer. 

6 Beth Spencer’s Birthday 

 Gary & Vickie Davis’ Anniversary 

 Gil & Patty Jimenez’s Anniversary 

 Jeanette Lowery’s Birthday 

9 Robert Gifford’s Birthday 

18 Andy LaReau’s Birthday 

20 Denise MacDonald’s Birthday 

28 Andy & Joni Byer’s Anniversary 
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