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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

[1] John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 

the forgiveness of sins. [5] And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to 

him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. [6] Now John 

was clothed with camel's hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and 

wild honey. [7] And he preached, saying, "After me comes he who is mightier than I, the 

strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. [8] I have baptized you 

with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit." [9] In those days Jesus came from 

Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. [10] And when he came up out 

of the water, immediately he saw the heavens opening and the Spirit descending on him like 

a dove. [11] And a voice came from heaven, "You are my beloved Son; with you I am well 

pleased."  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

“The Baptism of Jesus” 
 

 One of history’s greatest and most far-reaching events 

occurred one day in the wilderness near the Jordan River.  A 

crude, shabbily dressed preacher had been calling the nation to 

repentance.  Some in the city paid no attention to him, dismissing 

him as a religious fanatic.  Others were drawn to listen to him out 

of curiosity.  But One came to visit him with a distinct purpose in 

mind.  That One was Jesus, hailed by many as the Messiah, 

condemned by others as a false teacher, but believed and 

followed by Christians everywhere as the Savior of mankind.  Yes, 
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Jesus went out beyond the city to see John, the preacher, 

popularly known as John the Baptizer.  And this visit resulted on 

one of history’s greatest and most far-reaching events, 

The Baptism of Our Lord 

 I invite you to join me today in thinking about this important 

event.  To do so I suggest that we take a good look at the 

Baptism of our Lord— 

I.  Through the Eyes of John 

 John the Baptizer would be described today “as a real 

character.”  His dress was not the latest fashion.  It was simply 

some camel’s skin tied around the waist with another piece of 

skin.  His diet was unusual.  He ate grasshoppers and for dessert 

enjoyed the sweetness of wild honey.  His place of occupation was 

not an ornate city church, but a spot of dry desert, near the 

slow-flowing water of the Jordan River.  The description of this 

man, chosen as a special messenger of God, emphasizes that he 



 3 

was different from those about him.  Different in his appearance 

and manner, and especially different in his work. 

 John was a preacher.  He had been selected by God to be a 

special kind of preacher.  He was to prepare the people to 

recognize Jesus as the Son of God.  John was different than the 

clergy of his day.  His preaching wasn’t just a bunch of words.  He 

even used the location of his speaking to picture the spiritual 

deadness of the people without a Savior.  The barren wilderness, 

the dry sand dotted by rocky places, underscored the need for a 

turning around and a new start for the people.  His comfort and 

his own needs were not important.  His voice was all important as 

he cried out, “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 

straight” (Mark 1:3b). 

 The humility of this man of God was noticed by those about 

him as he pointed to the coming One, whose shoestrings he was 

not worthy to untie.  This One, who was greater than he, would 

provide an even greater baptism than that which John was 
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privileged to administer.  His baptism was simple water only as a 

sign of repentance, but the Savior’s baptism would provide the 

life-giving gift of the Holy Spirit. 

 John’s ministry attracted the attention of hundreds, 

perhaps thousands, and they were touched by his message and 

many requested baptism.  The text says, “And all the country of 

Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being 

baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.” (Mark 

1:5).  Everybody came—rich and poor, learned and ignorant, 

soldiers, tax collectors, and scholars.  John’s message was 

applicable to all, and that message produced results, even as God’s 

Word accomplishes His purpose today. 

 The climax of John’s ministry came on the day that Jesus 

approached him and requested baptism.  John wasn’t prepared for 

this.  He had dealt with sinners and evildoers.  He called the 

unrighteous to turn from their evil ways.  But now standing 

before him was the One, the holy, innocent sinless Son of God!  
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The very One whom he was preparing others to receive!  And this 

One asks to be baptized.  St. Matthew tells us that John 

hesitated.  In fact he even stated that Jesus should baptize him 

(Matthew 3:14-15).  But Jesus prevailed on John, stating that His 

request would “fulfill the righteousness” which He had come to 

achieve for mankind. 

 So John baptized our Lord and saw the manifestation of 

God’s glorious presence and the affirmation of Christ’s Sonship.  

If he had any doubts as to Jesus’ person and position, these were 

clarified as he stood in the Jordan River and administered 

baptism to Jesus.  Viewing the baptism of Jesus through the eyes 

of John leaves us with the unmistakable impression that we must 

approach the subject of baptism with humility and reverence, 

just as John viewed Jesus. 

II. Through the Eyes of Jesus 

 Our Lord came to John with a completely different 

motivation from that which brought others to him.  They came 
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out of curiosity, fear, a sense of guilt, and many remained to 

confess their sins and be baptized.  Jesus didn’t come to John as 

a curiosity seeker, or as one who was afraid, or as one burdened 

with a sense of his own wrongdoing.  Jesus came to John to be 

baptized, and He didn’t need to be convinced that this was the 

right thing to do.  There was no uncertainty in His request. 

 He said to John, “This is to fulfill all righteousness” 

(Matthew 3:15).  Jesus came to comply with all of God’s righteous 

requirements.  Here we have Him doing what He later would teach 

us to do.  Here He was establishing His ownership and 

participation in the Sacrament which we call Holy Baptism.  It was 

appropriate, right, and good that Christ should be baptized. 

 Many came to John for baptism because they needed pardon 

for their sins.  Jesus came to demonstrate that He was fulfilling 

the very laws which accused people of their sinfulness.  He didn’t 

need pardon for Himself.  He was securing it for those who were 

in need of God’s grace. 
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 The very pattern of Jesus’ life was one of complete 

devotion to the cause of salvation.  Every detail of the Law, every 

specific demand of God, found perfect fulfillment in the life of 

Jesus Christ.  His example of baptism should remove any 

hesitation from people who may be pondering whether or not to 

request that the Sacrament be administered to them. 

 So we see the willing Christ and the hesitant but now 

obedient prophet stepping into the Jordan, where on of history’s 

greatest events occurred. 

III. Through the Eyes of Heaven 

 How wonderfully heaven graced the Baptism of our Lord 

with a special display of glory!  Our text says, “And when he came 

up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens opening and 

the Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice came from 

heaven, "You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased." 

(Mark 1:10-11). 
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 The method of our Lord’s baptism, as to whether it was by 

immersion or washing, or sprinkling cannot be determined by the 

words of our text.  Nor is it important.  It is the act, not the 

manner in which the act was performed, that is important.  Our 

Lord was baptized, and heaven put on a display of glory that could 

not be equaled by any manmade phenomenon. 

 “The heavens opened,” thereby endorsing Christ in His 

Messianic office and encouraging Him in His work with the 

prospect of the glory and joy that was set before Him.  This 

heavenly activity should stimulate us to a clearer understanding 

that Jesus Christ is the very One He claimed to be, the Messiah 

and Savior of the world. 

 “The Spirit of God, like a dove descended upon Him” St. 

Marks tells us.  Christ saw this, John saw it, and it is likely that 

all others standing there saw this heavenly display. 

 At the beginning of time the Spirit of God “moved on the 

face of the waters” (Genesis 1:2).  Here as the New Testament 
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church is about to be established, the Holy Spirit is present.  

Isaiah had prophesied that Jesus would be “anointed by the 

Spirit to preach good tidings to the poor, to heal the 

brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, the opening of 

the prison to them that are bound, and to proclaim the acceptable 

year of the Lord” (Isaiah 61:1).  Jesus was to serve as Prophet 

through Whom the Holy Spirit would work, and He was to be the 

Head of the Church, which was to be founded by the gift of the 

Holy Spirit on Pentecost.  Here at His baptism the Spirit of God 

is not only present but actively preparing Jesus for His great 

work.  That work began at this point in terms of His office as the 

Messiah of all, and it reached its culmination when on the cross 

He cried out, “It is finished!”  Then came the certification of 

that messianic work in the glorious resurrection of Easter.  His 

baptism, His perfect life, His sacrificial death, and His 

triumphant resurrection—all go together as they point to the 

world’s Messiah. 
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 The “Voice from Heaven” was the heavenly Father’s 

affirmation of what was occurring.  “This is My beloved Son,” He 

says.  Many people may have various ideas as they try to identify 

Jesus.  But God the Father needed only three words to describe 

Him, “My beloved Son.”  That’s who Jesus is.  Not just one of the 

world’s population, not just one of the redeemed-elect.  But a 

very special Person—“My beloved Son,” or as the Nicene Creed 

describes Him, “begotten of the Father from all eternity, and 

incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary.”  The God-Man, 

the world’s Savior. 

 Not wonder the Father exclaimed, “In Him I am well 

pleased.”  God had been displeased with the children of earth who 

ignored, spurned, and transgressed His holy laws, but He is “well 

pleased” by His Son who completely fulfills the Law and secures 

salvation for the world.  In Him, the Father accepts us as His 

children. 
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IV.  Through Our Eyes 

 I said that the Baptism of our Lord had far-reaching 

effects.  This is because it reaches out to our baptism and the 

baptism of every one else to the end of the world. 

 The Baptism of Jesus enables us to view Baptism as an 

extremely important event.  As it was not an optional thing for 

Jesus, so it cannot be ignored by us.  John’s preaching about 

repentance which was associated with his baptism of so many, 

reminds us of our need for a repentant heart as we reflect on our 

own baptism.  However, the command of Christ to His disciples to 

“Go, and teach all nations, baptizing them in Name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:20) should 

settle the importance of baptism for each of us. 

 The account of Jesus’ baptism also indicates the special 

gifts of God’s grace that are offered in our baptism.  As the 

heavens were opened for Christ, heaven is opened to us through 

Christ as we are brought to Him in baptism.  The Holy Spirit is 
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imparted to us through our baptism as we are brought into a very 

special relationship with God.  And don’t overlook the fact that 

what God said as Jesus’ baptism is stated over and over again in 

our baptism.  He also says to us, “This is My beloved Son, My 

beloved daughter, in whom I am well pleased.”  To receive this 

affirmation in the Sacrament of Holy Baptism gives us a very 

special distinction.  We are truly His sons and daughters, not 

merely because we are part of His creation, but because our 

baptism ties us to Jesus’ Baptism and His messianic work.  St. 

Paul reminds us that as many as were “baptized into Christ Jesus 

were baptized into His death.”  He also says that “we were buried 

with Him by baptism into death, so that like as Christ was raised 

from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 

newness of life” (Romans 6:3-4). 

 The Baptism of our Lord has far-reaching effects.  It 

reaches across the miles to you who live on Lower Main Street 

and Upper Class Terrace.  Its penetrating power makes 
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repentance possible and forgiveness God’s gift.  Its lasting force 

does not diminish even though the years pass after our baptism, 

or though life’s circumstances change and at times become 

difficult. 

 May I remind you that at your baptism the Holy Spirit 

kindled the fire of faith in your heart?  He also caused His light 

to shine upon you so that you might reflect that light in our 

darkening world.  This is the power given in your baptism.  Use it.  

Amen. 


