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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

[6] There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. [7] He came as a witness 

to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. [8] He himself 

was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 

 

[19]  Now this was John's testimony when the Jews of Jerusalem sent priests and Levites 

to ask him who he was. [20] He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, "I am not the 

Christ." [21] They asked him, "Then who are you? Are you Elijah?" He said, "I am not." "Are 

you the Prophet?" He answered, "No."     [22] Finally they said, "Who are you? Give us an 

answer to take back to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?" [23] John 

replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, "I am the voice of one calling in the desert, 

'Make straight the way for the Lord.' " [24] Now some Pharisees who had been sent [25] 

questioned him, "Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the 

Prophet?" [26] "I baptize with water," John replied, "but among you stands one you do not 

know. [27] He is the one who comes after me, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy 

to untie." [28] This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John 

was baptizing.  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

“Prepare to Bear Witness” 
 

INTRODUCTION:  This is the season of lights.  Lights on the 

house, lights on the tree, Christmas lights, candlelight, starlight, 

spotlights, floodlights, even traffic lights may play some 

significant role in your life over the next few weeks.  So many 

lights, but do you know why?  What is the purpose of all these 

lights?  Perhaps we are so accustomed to seeing them, to using 

and abusing them; perhaps they have become so much a part of 

the physical celebration and commercialism of Christmas, that for 

us as well as many others in our world the meaning of light—and 
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the media which symbolizes it—has become something about 

which we are very much in the dark. 

I. The Search For Light Begins in the Dark. 

 But that is a good place to start.  One can hardly appreciate 

the light if one does not first understand darkness.  We all have 

some concept of darkness: those mornings when we stumble and 

grope around in the dark, putting shoes on the wrong feet, 

knocking glasses from the nightstand, fumbling in total confusion . 

. . until we find the light.  And it may hurt a bit when that blinding 

flash painfully pierces our peaceful repose.  We may greet that 

needed illumination with an exclamation, which hardly reflects 

appreciation for the new day and the new life that that light is 

bringing us. 

 The people at the time of John the Baptizer were in the 

dark.  To be sure, they knew their Old Testament well enough to 

realize that the Light was coming.  They knew that God, who at 

the very beginning of creation had made the light by the word of 

His “let there be,” who had then separated the light from the 

darkness, but who had also seen His special creatures fall from 

the light of grace into the darkness of gloom, had promised to 

restore the light to His people.  They knew that the same God 

who had spared His people from the darkness of Egypt and led 
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them by a pillar of fiery light into the Promised Land had also 

promised to bring light to those walking in darkness and establish 

His kingdom forever, a kingdom to which the prophet Isaiah would 

exclaim, “Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of 

the Lord has risen upon you” (Is. 60:1).  Yes, the “house of Jacob” 

knew that they would “come and walk in the light of the Lord” (Is. 

2:5). 

 The people at the time of our text knew the light was 

coming, but they were still in the dark.  For one, they did not 

know when it was coming.  And second, they really did not 

understand what the light was.  And when it did come, they did 

not see it. 

II. We Need to Realize We Are In The Dark. 

 At least, however, they were looking for it, which is more 

than we can say for many others, either at the time of John or 

today.  One of the most tragic things about the people walking in 

darkness is that many of them do not realize their unenlightened 

condition.  Did you ever have someone tease you about getting 

dressed in the dark?  Imagine yourself looking that way, but then 

being totally ignorant of the rather odd and foolish appearance 

you present.  In a way, that is how we humans must look in God’s 

eyes.  We are the people whose spiritual appearance—our 
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attitudes, our actions, and our very sinful human flesh—reveals 

the darkness of our sin and selfishness.  Most people do not even 

realize this spiritually embarrassing situation.  They are perfectly 

content to live in sin and ignorance, unaware of the will of God, 

who justly demands righteousness and holiness, and the full 

implications of that will.  Consider the ways of the world.  

Consider, too, why people do not get excited about God, about the 

church, about their Savior.  Why?  They have no need for the 

Light, because they do not realize they are in darkness. 

 And sometimes even we who already know the Lord Jesus 

fall into this realm of darkness.  We shun the Light of God and 

live unto ourselves rather than unto Him who died for us and rose 

again.  We fail to do His will, neglect Him in our worship and 

prayer, not to mention our daily lives, where too often the 

darkness of our world begins to overwhelm our faint reflections 

of the Light.  We stand more as flickering candle flames than as 

guiding beacons in a sin-sick world. 

 It is no wonder that the message of John the Baptizer, who, 

as our text tells us, came to give witness to the Light, also came 

preaching a message of repentance.  For when the Light of Christ 

exposes our deeds of darkness, we stand guilty before Him.  And 

though we may not readily appreciate that kind of light, though 
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we often gladly roll over and go back to our spiritual slumber, we 

know in truth how much we desperately need the Light to see our 

sin . . . and our salvation. 

III. We Cannot Find the Light Ourselves. 

 Of course, realizing that we need the Light does not 

guarantee that we can find the switch.  Here is where the priests 

and Levites sent from Jerusalem had their problem.  They were 

looking for the Light, but they could not find it.  “Who are you?” 

they asked John, “Are you the Christ?  Give us an answer—how 

about Elijah?  The great prophet ‘like unto Moses’?  We need 

something to report to those who sent us.” 

 John humbly gives an answer.  “I am the voice crying in the 

wilderness, ‘prepare the way of the Lord.’”  No, John was not the 

Christ, as v.8 summarizes, “he was not the Light, but he came to 

give witness to the Light.” 

 And he did.  V.26: John answered, “I baptize with water, 

but there stands one amongst you, whom you do not know.” . . . 

That is rather ironical, this “whom you do not know,” for the very 

ones who came looking for the Light missed it!  In fact, 

throughout Jesus’ ministry they are going to miss it.  Jesus, who 

gives sight to the blind to bring them out of darkness; Jesus, who 

says so clearly, “I am the Light of the world”; Jesus, who would 
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be put to death in a world and on a day noted for supernatural 

darkness, was condemned by these men (meeting, by the way, in 

the darkness of night) who were looking for the Light! 

 How easy to miss the Light, to miss the witness of John to 

the true Light and pursue any number of false but flashy lights: 

perhaps the goal of personal happiness expressed in terms of our 

own materialistic world, a world of bright lights, green lights, 

even red lights and “Miller Lites, Bud Lites, and Coors Lite”; 

perhaps the modern and so-called “mature” doubt or denial of the 

supernatural, paying lip service to the resurrection but doubting 

the power of creation, or any other by-product of the humanistic 

hubris of the Age of Great (of all things . . .) “Enlightenment.”  

How many people today either miss, or misunderstand, the Light 

of God, people who think that their world is the real world of fun 

and fulfillment.  And as a result they miss the whole purpose of 

this season of light, the purpose of Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, 

and of Good Friday and Easter, too.  Thank God that man’s light, 

or his vain attempts at finding the Light, is completely 

overshadowed by the true Light of the world. 

IV. God Has Given Us Light. 

 And thank God for the witness of John to that Light which 

alone gives light to all men.  We cannot find it on our own.  We 
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need someone to show us the light, to find the switch for us, and 

then turn it on.  John comes to us today, this Advent, and he 

bears witness to the Light.  So does the whole testimony of God’s 

Word.  Our Old Testament lesson points to the Light who has 

come to bring good tidings to the afflicted and to release those 

bound by sin.  We know so clearly who that Light is; God’s true 

and only Son, who came to die for our sins and redeem us from 

the power of darkness, who suffered the darkest depths of hell 

in our stead, and who rose in glory and splendor to give His light 

and life to all the world. 

 For when we come confessing our sin, when we admit that 

we are people walking in darkness, when we realize how 

desperately we need light to show us the way back to God, then 

suddenly, miraculously, the Light comes on.  And we see our 

Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  We behold a baby in a manger, but 

we understand that this crib of Christmas will find its meaning 

only in the cross of Calvary.  This Child has come to die, in our 

stead, for you and for me, so that we need not suffer the 

darkness of death but instead be given life.  We are led out of 

darkness into His marvelous light. 

 Why are children often afraid of the dark?  Could it be the 

unknown, the uncertainty of not knowing what may really be 
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present?  The shadows of darkness may transform even the most 

familiar surroundings into an eerie world of evil.  But when the 

parent turns on the light, all is well.  The monster in the chair 

turns back into the teddy bear, and, of course, we all know that 

the snakes never come out from under the bed when the light is 

on. 

 When the Holy Spirit turns on the light of Christ, our world 

changes.  We see our whole life—and the world around us—in a 

new and true perspective.  No longer do we need to live in a world 

of fear, for our sins have been forgiven and the power of Satan 

has been crushed.  No longer do we need to grope around in the 

dark, fumbling feebly in a futile search to find purpose and 

meaning in the confusion of our lives.  No longer do we need to 

chase any number of false goals to try to find peace and joy in 

the darkness of this world, for we have seen the Light.  God has 

shown us the Truth.  With our eyes firmly fixed on Christ, we can 

walk confidently in faith through our life on earth to the eternal 

light of heaven. 

CONCLUSION:  We have seen the Light.  We know to whom 

John the Baptizer is giving witness, and we can add our witness, 

too.  Our text tells us the very purpose of John’s coming was to 

“give witness to the Light, so that all might believe through Him.”  
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That is the joy and privilege of seeing Light, of being 

“Enlightened” by the power of the Spirit.  We may give our 

witness, reflect His light and be the mirrors by which others may 

see Christ in us and through us, so that all men might believe, so 

those who are still living in darkness and, perhaps not even 

knowing it, might share the life in the light of the Lord. 

 This is the season of lights.  We know who is coming: the 

One True Light.  We have seen His light; we walk in His light.  We 

understand the lights of Christmas, and we follow the star to 

worship the King, as we see Him revealed through His epiphany, 

climaxing in the full revelation of the glory of that Baby, a Savior 

who is Christ the Lord, whom we shall meet in the light of heaven, 

where we will live in His light forever.  Come, let us walk in the 

Light of the Lord! 


