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In order to help all of us to understand the teachings of the church, I 

thought it would be good to share some thoughts regarding the Divine Call. 

Our Lutheran Confessions (the teachings of our church on faith and 

life) state “no one should preach unless they are regularly called.”  An 

individual needs to consider that there is a difference between the call of 

God to faith and life and the call to service in the church in public ministry.  

We ask, “What does this mean?”   

 While all Christians have a calling to serve the Lord in response to 

faith, not all have a “call” to serve the Lord in public ministry.  Our church 

body, The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, certifies women and men for 

this public ministry.  After one has been certified, a divine call is issued 

though a congregation or an agency of the Church to serve in ministry.  

After initial placement, the individual can then be called through a 

congregation or agency, by the power of the Holy Spirit, to work in different 

fields of service.  This extension of a call can occur at any time as God’s 

people are led by the Spirit to consider the one who would serve in their 

midst. 

 A divine call is to be considered differently than one would consider 

an offer to a new job.  While there are some similarities, it is important that 

we always remember that a divine call is to ministry in the church.  There is 

not a time limit to a call.   

 When a called minister of religion—ordained (Pastor) or a called 

minister of religion—commissioned (Teacher, Director of Christian 

Education, Deaconess, etc), receives a divine call, they then enter into a time 



of prayer and meditation as they consider the will of the Lord.  The call is to 

serve the Lord in the field of ministry in which the Lord would want the 

individual to serve.  While considerations of salary, benefits, location, and 

duties are included in the deliberations, humanly speaking, the main 

consideration is to determine what the Lord would have the person do in 

ministry. 

 A divine call is the call of God, working through His people, to His 

servants to work in the ministry of the Church.  The call is to be considered 

with all solemnity, reverence, and respect for the will and desire of God.  It 

is a difficult time for all of God’s people affected by the process and needs 

to be considered with much prayer and seriousness.   

 The divine call validates the ministry of the one who is called and 

declares that this individual is a servant of Jesus Christ who is serving Him 

and His Church within a gathered community of believers, a congregation.  

Hence, a called worker is called to serve the entire congregation.  This 

means, for instance, that while one who is called to the teaching ministry 

may have as their primary duty that of teaching, they are a servant to the 

entire congregation and to the church at large.   

 

God’s Peace and Joy! 

Pastor Lucero 


