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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, "Why put me to the test, you hypocrites?  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

“Why Put Me to The Test…?” 
 

     

Back when I was in high school, many, many years ago, I 

remember one of my teachers talking about questions for which 

there were no right answers. By way of illustration he referred to 

a courtroom - a courtroom where a man was being grilled about 

his temper. The judge had instructed him to confine his answers 

to a simple "yes" or "no." The attorney, who was pushing hard for 

the man's conviction, said, "Tell me, sir, have you stopped beating 

your wife yet? And remember, the court has instructed you to 

answer with a 'yes' or a 'no.'" Think about it. Think about the 

man's choices. He's been pinned to the wall. If he says, 'Yes, I've 

stopped beating my wife,' that means he used to beat her. If he 

says, 'No,' it means the beatings are ongoing. The man is pinned 
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to the wall. At that time, I thought, "Thank heaven life isn't a 

courtroom with just 'yes' and 'no' answers."  

Then I got married and there are times when I've felt 

pinned to the wall by a question Becky has asked. A while back we 

were getting set to go out. After I was dressed, I went out for 

inspection. She smiled and then, still wearing the smile, she 

asked: "Are you going to be wearing that?" Seven words. You 

don't have to count them - it's seven. Replying to that question 

would have been foolish. I knew what those seven words meant. 

Without replying I turned around and went to change.   

Since that day I've gone around and asked some of the 

ladies if they could think of any questions which men should never 

answer - questions which, no matter which way he might reply, he 

is going to get nailed to the wall. I thought it would be a difficult 

assignment. It wasn't. Those ladies ran off a series of questions 

faster than I could write them down. Amazingly, young or not so 

young, married for many years or single, the questions they came 
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up with were pretty much the same. If I were to stop right now 

and ask you ladies to give your fellas a list, you could do it, 

couldn't you?  

Since sermons are often a one-way medium, may I share the 

list of questions I received? At the top of the list of questions 

which will get a man nailed to the wall is: "Do these jeans... Does 

this dress... Do these shorts... make me look fat?" The correct 

response to such a question is to clutch your left arm, gasp for 

air, and fall to the floor. Let the paramedics take you to the 

hospital, but do not give a reply. An answer, any answer, will get 

you nailed to the wall. Here's another question you don't want to 

answer: "Do you like your mother's spaghetti sauce better than 

mine?"  

When a pretty girl goes walking down the street, your wife 

may be one half mile away, facing the other direction, but she will 

know you were looking. She will make a beeline back to you and ask 

a number of questions. The first will be, "Were you looking at 



 4 

her?" The next is: "Do you think she's pretty?" The third will be 

the killer, "Do you think she's prettier - or younger - than I am?" 

Don't answer - and above all don't respond when your wife asks, 

"What would you do if I died? Would you remarry? Would you fall 

in love again? Would you live in our house?" In truth there may be 

men of Solomonic wisdom who can answer such questions without 

being sent to garage or basement workshop, but I am not one of 

them.  

If you understand that principle, and I hope you do, you will 

easily grasp the underhanded forces at work the day Jesus was 

asked a question which was designed to nail Him to the wall. The 

event was recorded by Matthew in the 22nd chapter of his 

narrative of Jesus' life. Now, most people today, when they think 

of Jesus - if they think of Jesus - believe He was a nice fellow, a 

good guy, gentle, kindly, loving, and accepting of everyone. And 

it's true, Jesus was all of those things if you were a person who 

needed Him - if you were an individual who acknowledged your 
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imperfection and need the forgiveness and salvation which He 

alone provides.  

On the other hand, if you were someone who thought you 

had the ability to look God in the eye without flinching; if you 

thought you had your act together; if you believed you could make 

up rules, pretend those rules had come from God, and demand 

everyone obey them; you would quickly find Jesus had no problem 

leaving "meek" and "mild" behind. If you felt quite comfortable 

designating yourself to be God's protector and the self-appointed 

judge of others; if you had no difficulty condemning things which 

God had never condemned, of putting down people who didn't live 

up to your standard, you would have been surprised to find Jesus 

could be a most formidable foe. Quite publicly, quite effectively, 

and quite frequently, Jesus took apart proud posers, pretentious 

pretenders, and pompous posturers like the Pharisees. He showed 

no reluctance in exposing them, and others like them as the 
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"brood of vipers," the "hypocrites," and "blind guides" which they 

were (see Matthew 23).  

Understanding this, you will not be surprised to hear that 

the Pharisees never considered Jesus to be their friend. Indeed, 

almost from the beginning of the Savior's ministry, the Pharisees 

singled Him out for examination and then, finding Him a force 

who would not - could not - be contained, they condemned Him. If 

Jesus gave a lecture, they were listening, taking notes, 

questioning. If Jesus performed some miracle, some healing of 

body or soul, the Pharisees examined that miracle, evaluated that 

miracle, and more often than not, expressed their displeasure and 

disapproval of the miracle Jesus had done.  

   The Pharisees, with Herodians in tow, went to Jesus and 

placed before Him a question they felt certain would nail Him to 

the wall. After some serious buttering up, they asked, "Tell us 

wise Teacher, is it right for a person to pay taxes to the Roman 

government?" It seems like an innocent query, but it is cut from 
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the same bolt of cloth as the lawyer who asked, "Have you 

stopped beating your wife?" It is the same kind of question which 

is used by modern day doubters to challenge Christ's followers. 

Today they ask, "Tell us, if God is so kind, how come He has 

allowed this war, this flood, this fire, this earthquake, this 

hurricane, this tornado, this auto accident, this murder, this 

COVID-19 virus?" Or, "If your God is a God of love, how could He 

be so cruel as to ever think of sending someone to hell?" Such 

questions are always designed to create doubt, to cause distrust 

and disbelief, to nail Christians to the wall. 

The bait had been loaded, the trap had been placed, and 

when it was sprung, well, Jesus hadn't been caught; He hadn't 

been nailed to the wall. On the contrary, His answer contained 

wise and wonderful directions which His people have tried to 

follow from that day till this. In His reply, Jesus let His faithful 

friends know that they were blessed to have citizenship in two 

different kingdoms: one earthly, one heavenly. Hearing what the 
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Savior had said, God's people in every nation and every generation 

have done their best to be faithful citizens of both. Although the 

world delights in pointing to those of us who mess up, most of us 

pay taxes which our governments levy; we try to obey the laws; 

we try, in almost every way, to live as moral and honorable 

members of our countries.  

I say "in almost every way" because Christians are given the 

primary duty to live as citizens of God's kingdom and as members 

of His family. First, and foremost, and always, our loyalty is to 

the Lord who sent His Son to live for us, to die for us, to rise for 

us. When forced to choose between God's will and the world's 

way, those who have been saved by Jesus need not think twice. 

They know citizens in Christ's kingdom wish to do their best and 

avoid everything which contradicts the will and wishes of their 

Lord.  

Knowing a Christian's first loyalty must be to their Savior 

and the sharing of His story of salvation their prime priority, 
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when Peter and John were told to quit preaching salvation 

through the crucified Christ, the risen Lord; without hesitation 

they proclaimed: "Sorry, we can't do that; we have to obey God 

rather than men" (Acts 5:29). When God's people were being 

persecuted in Rome, St. Paul wrote to that church and said: "Let 

every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is 

no authority except from God, and those that exist have been 

instituted by God" (Romans 13:1). When conflict comes, Christians 

know and believe their first loyalty is to the Lord.  

We started out today's message talking about questions 

which will get you nailed to the wall. I'd like to finish talking 

about that same subject. I'd like to tell you of a question Jesus 

answered which got Him nailed not to a wall, but to a cross. The 

day came when His enemies threw caution to the winds. They 

bribed one of the Savior's friends to betray Him; paid some 

witnesses to tell lies about Him; and raced Him through a series 

of illegal trials. At one of those midnight meetings, Jesus was 
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asked, "Are you the Christ, God's promised Messiah, the world's 

Savior, the One who is sent to save us?" Jesus might have tried 

to sidestep the question; He might have tried to turn the tables. 

He might have, but He didn't. He answered, and Matthew tells us 

how His judges responded to His answer. It says this: Then the 

high priest tore his robes and said, "He has uttered blasphemy. 

What further witnesses do we need? You have now heard His 

blasphemy. What is your judgment?" They answered, "He 

deserves death." They spit in His face and struck Him. And some 

slapped Him (Matthew 26:65-67). Later they crucified Him. 

Jesus' answer nailed Him to a cross. On Calvary's cross He died 

so all who believe on Him might live. Nailed to a cross He put an 

end to the condemnation of sin and the claims of Satan. Nailed to 

a cross Jesus gave Himself as the ransom price for our 

deliverance. Then, on Resurrection Sunday He let the world know 

what hell had already discovered: death had been defeated. The 
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cross is what Jesus endured so we might be members of the 

heavenly kingdom.  

Questions - questions which will get you nailed to the wall. 

Let me ask: Do you know anyone who loves you as Jesus did? Is 

there anyone else who offers absolute forgiveness, total peace, 

and eternal joy? Do you know anyone who can offer help for today 

and hope for eternity? If you cannot readily give an answer, let 

me ask this final question: Why do you not believe? It is not a 

question designed to nail you to the wall; it is one I ask to get you 

out of hell. Amen.  

 


