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Epiphany 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

Not even so rich a feast as Christmas prepares us for the opulence of 

Epiphany.  At first glance, Epiphany may seem simple and direct: the Magi 

offer their worship and sacrifices to the Child born on Christmas.  But 

Epiphany is much more. 

 

Epiphany is about Christ’s birth; it is the nativity celebration of the East. 

 

Epiphany is about the Magi, the coming of the Gentiles, as the prophets 

proclaimed, to offer gifts as a sign of the end of the division of humankind 

and the acknowledgment by the nations of Israel’s God. 

 

Epiphany is about the Baptism of our Lord.  Jesus is the true Israelite who 

crosses the waters of Jordan, conquers the ancient serpent, readies for the 

baptism of His death and resurrection, is identified as the Lamb of God, 

declared God’s Son and Servant, and anointed by the Holy Spirit with kingly 

gifts. 

 

Epiphany is about Cana of Galilee, its water turned into wine in anticipation 

of the wine of the new covenant, the espousal of Christ to the Church, and 

the eschatological wedding of the Lamb. 

 

All this is part of the history and meaning of the festival.  Epiphany is a 

celebration fit for an Eastern monarch.  Everything is in abundance, and a 

new surprise is hidden behind every veil.  The historical events we celebrate 

are the rays of God’s glory in history within which He reconciles Himself to 

us and us to Him.  The Light of the world has come, and the glory of the 

Lord has risen upon us.  God’s Light bathes the feast and drives away all 

darkness.  The festival, indeed, has been called the Feast of Light. 

 

The word “Epiphany” refers to the appearance of a god among mortals.  The 

same word was adapted to describe the visit in state of a king to a favored 



city.  He was greeted with pomp.  Days were spent in feasting and revelry, all 

at the king’s expense.  He granted generous gifts and gave tokens of his 

favor.  All this was his “epiphany.”  The epiphany of Jesus is the Lord’s 

gracious appearance to His people with signs and wonders and favors given at 

His expense. 

 

The season of Epiphany opens with the splendor of the festival on January 6.  

The ancient character of Epiphany Day and the significant role it plays in 

presenting the Biblical keys to an understanding of Christ’s person and work 

should encourage us in the “dark days” of winter to see Him who is the Light 

of the world. 

 

May our Lord, who gives us His Light, encourage us to let our light shine in 

our world so that those around us may see Him who is the Savior of the 

world. 

 

Blessings on your Epiphany days, 

 

Pastor Lucero 


