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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

They went on from there and passed through Galilee. And he did not want anyone to know, 

[31] for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, "The Son of Man is going to be 

delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill him. And when he is killed, after three 

days he will rise." [32] But they did not understand the saying, and were afraid to ask him. 

[33] And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house he asked them, "What 

were you discussing on the way?" [34] But they kept silent, for on the way they had argued 

with one another about who was the greatest. [35] And he sat down and called the twelve. 

And he said to them, "If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant of 

all." [36] And he took a child and put him in the midst of them, and taking him in his 

arms, he said to them, [37] "Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, 

and whoever receives me, receives not me but him who sent me."  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

“A Lesson Taught and a Lesson 

Learned!” 

 One of the things that make the Bible so interesting is its 

people.  When you read the books of other religions, their heroes 

are pristine, noble, bigger than life, and so forth.  Even if they 

start out with flaws, they eventually perfect themselves and 

appear to deserve whatever reward they receive. 

 The Bible, on the other hand, portrays its heroes with all 

their shortcomings and failures.  In a way, this is very 

comforting, because it means that the heroes of the faith are 
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more like us.  If God can love and work through them, he can love 

and work through us as well.  

 Today's Gospel gives us another opportunity to pick on the 

disciples.  First of all, Jesus made every effort to teach them 

about His upcoming suffering, death, and resurrection, but they 

didn't get it.  Second of all, they once again had gotten into a 

discussion about who among them was greatest.  

 With our 20/20 hindsight we often have a hard time seeing 

things from the disciples' perspective.  We have become so 

familiar with the work and person of Jesus Christ that it is hard 

for us to comprehend how bizarre Christ's teachings sounded to 

His disciples.  Keep in mind that Christ's work was not just a once 

in a lifetime event, but a once for all time event.  There was no 

precedent for Christ's work.  No one could look back over time 

and say Christ's work is the same as this or that event.  
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Furthermore, Jesus had easily avoided assassination 

attempts before.  Near the beginning of His ministry, His 

teachings angered the people of Nazareth [Luke 4:29-30] And 

they rose up and drove him out of the town and brought him to 

the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they 

could throw him down the cliff.  But passing through their midst, 

he went away.  So although people might try to torture and kill 

Jesus, the disciples' worldview simply did not think Jesus would 

let this happen.  

 The disciples also based their perception of Christ's 

kingdom on their experience with earthly kingdoms.  They were 

looking forward to the day when Jesus set up His kingdom and 

they would have positions of honor in His kingdom.  The Gospels 

give us the feeling that the disciples often speculated on who 

would get what position of authority when Jesus came to power.   
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 Jesus used the discussion among the disciples as an 

opportunity to teach them and us what it means to be a leader in 

His church.  "If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and 

servant of all."  

 This statement is entirely counterintuitive.  In the natural 

world being first means being the boss.  It means having and 

wielding power.  It means other people serve us.  It means when 

we say, "Jump," other people ask, "How high?" In the natural 

world, people fight, work, and sacrifice in order to obtain this 

sort of power.  

 In God's family, the leader serves.  The one who is the 

highest makes himself the lowest.  The leader in God's family 

sacrifices not to get power, but to serve others.  

 Jesus nailed this point home by taking a child in His arms 

and telling the disciples to serve the child.  "Whoever receives 

one such child in my name receives me, and whoever receives me, 
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receives not me but him who sent me."  With these words, Jesus 

tells us that anyone who cares for a child is caring for God, for 

the one who sent Jesus is none other than God the Father 

Himself.  

 This is a striking thing to say in that day and age.  To give 

you a feeling for the status of a child in that day and age, the 

Greek word that is translated as child can also be translated as 

servant.  The culture of that day treated children almost as the 

property of the father.  

 When Jesus used the child as an example, He was 

emphasizing what He meant by serving all people.  He was talking 

about the entire spectrum of society.  He was not only asking us 

to serve those who are young physically, but also those who are 

young spiritually or mentally even though they live in older 

bodies.  He was asking us to serve all people.  
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 So, how are we doing?  Are we willing servants?  If we are 

servants, do we serve because we want to share God's love with 

others or do we serve so that people will notice us and tell us how 

wonderful we are?  Do we get angry when we serve, but people 

fail to acknowledge our contribution?  Do we serve with all our 

heart or is our service only skin deep?  How are we doing as 

servants?  I've got to admit that I am a lousy servant.  How 

about you?  

 Once again, God's standard is higher than we could ever 

hope to achieve.  Not one of us is able to be a perfect 

servant.  Not one of us could ever hope to be first in the Kingdom 

of God.  Not one of us can ever hope to adequately fulfill the role 

of servant of God.  

 However there is one who is a perfect servant.  The Holy 

Spirit inspired Isaiah to speak of Him before He was even born: 

[Isaiah 52:13; 53:3-6] “Behold, my servant shall act wisely; he 
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shall be high and lifted up, and shall be exalted.  He was 

despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and 

acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their 

faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not.  Surely he 

has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we 

esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.  But 

he was wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for 

our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us 

peace, and with his stripes we are healed.  All we like sheep 

have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; 

and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.”  

 God came down to this earth to serve us and we beat Him, 

whipped Him, and hung Him on a cross.  Never the less, He served 

us perfectly.  He deserved service from us, but He never the less 

served us with His life.  He sacrificed Himself in order to save us 

from our sins.  Although He deserved to be first, He made 
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Himself last for us.  This perfect servant who sacrificed Himself 

for us is Jesus Christ - the same Jesus Christ who hugged 

children and told us to receive them as we would receive God the 

Father.  

 Jesus Christ, the perfect servant, sacrificed Himself on the 

cross in order to save us from the condemnation of our imperfect 

service.  God the Father honored the service of His sacrifice by 

calling him out of the grave.  Christ rose from the dead to eternal 

life.  God the Father now sees our service as perfect.  For 

Christ's sake, He now deems us worthy to receive Him even if it 

is in the guise of a little child.  

Jesus Christ, our Savior who was once dead, but now lives 

forevermore, continues to serve us today.  He serves us daily with 

the forgiveness of our sins.  He serves us with His Word, the 

Holy Scriptures.  He serves us His life giving body and blood in, 

with, and under the bread and wine of the sacrament.  Finally, 
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when our last day comes, He will serve us with a new, holy body 

that will rise from the dead just as He rose and we will finally 

serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and 

blessedness.  

 As we wait for that day, let the words that Holy Spirit gave 

to St. Paul inspire us: [Philippians 2:4-11] “Have this mind among 

yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus,  who, though he 

was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a 

thing to be grasped,  but made himself nothing, taking the 

form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.  And 

being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming 

obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  

Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him 

the name that is above every name,  so that at the name of 

Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 
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under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ 

is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”  Amen.  


