
August 29, 2011 

Pastoral Letter 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

As we come to the twentieth anniversary of the terrorist attacks 

upon our country on September 11, 2001, I thought it would be 

good for us to reflect on our country and two decades of waging 

war against terrorism. 

 

What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it 

not this, that your passions are at war within you? (James 

4:1 ESV) 

 

This actual question of "Why does God allow war?" is not 

considered or raised as such in the Bible at all. The text I have 

chosen is the nearest approach to it; for it does raise the 

question of the origin of war. 

 

As James reminds us, the ultimate cause of war is lust and 

desire; this restlessness that is a part of us as the result of sin; 

this craving for that which is illicit and for that which we 

cannot obtain. It shows itself in many ways, both in personal, 

individual life, and also in the life of nations. In precisely the 

same way it leads to personal quarrels and strife, it leads to wars 

between nations. 

 

The Bible does not isolate war, as if it were something separate 

and unique and quite apart, as we tend to do in our thinking. It is 

but one of the manifestations of sin, one of the consequences of 

sin. 

 

(1) God permits war in order that men may bear the consequences 



of their sins as punishment. How clearly this is shown time and 

time again in the story of the Children of Israel! They disobeyed 

God and flouted his holy laws. For a while all was well. But then 

they began to suffer. God withdrew his protecting care from 

them, and they were at the mercy of their enemies. 

 

Every painful consequence of sin is a part of the punishment 

meted out for sin. But someone may raise the objection, and ask: 

"But why do the innocent suffer?" 

 

First, there is no such person as the innocent. We are all sinful. 

But furthermore, we clearly have to reap the consequences not 

only of our own personal sins, but also of the sins of the entire 

race; and on a smaller scale, the sin of our particular country or 

group. 

 

The Gospel saves us as individuals; but that does not mean we 

cease to be members of the state and part and parcel of the 

entire human race. We share the same sun and rain as other 

people, and we are exposed to the same illnesses and diseases. 

We are subject to the same trials, including war. Thus, it comes 

to pass that the innocent may have to bear part of the 

punishment for sins for which they are not directly responsible. 

 

(2) God permits war in order that men may see through it, more 

clearly than they ever have before, what sin really is. 

 

In times of peace we tend to think lightly of sin, and to hold 

optimistic views of human nature. War reveals man and the 

possibilities within man's nature. A time of crisis and war is no 

time for superficial generalizations and for rosy, optimistic 

idealisms. It forces us to examine the very foundations of life. It 

makes us face the direct questions as to what it is in human 



nature that leads us to such calamities. 

 

The explanation cannot be found in the actions of certain men 

only. It is something deep down in the heart of man, in the heart 

of all men. It is the selfishness, hatred, jealousy, envy, 

bitterness, and malice that are in the human heart, and which 

show themselves in the personal and social relationships of life, 

manifesting themselves on a national and international scale. In 

the personal sphere we tend to excuse them and to explain them 

away. But on the larger scale they become more evident. 

 

What man refuses to recognize and to learn by the preaching of 

the Gospel in a time of peace, God reveals to him by permitting 

war, and thereby shows him his true nature and the result of his 

sin. What man refuses and rejects when offered by the hand of 

love, he often takes when delivered to him through the medium of 

affliction. 

 

(3) All this, in turn, leads to the final purpose, which is to lead us 

back to God. 

 

No word is found more frequently in the Old Testament as a 

description of the children of Israel than the words, "in their 

trouble and distresses they cried out unto the Lord." And we are 

still the same. 

 

Indeed, as I contemplate human nature and human life, what 

astonishes me is not that God allows and permits war, but the 

patience and the long-suffering of God. Oh, the amazing patience 

of God with this sinful world! How wondrous is his love! He has 

sent the Son of his love to our world to die for us and to save us; 

and because men cannot and will not see this, he permits and 

allows such things as war to chastise and to punish us; to teach 



us, and to convict us of our sins; and above all, to call us to 

repentance and acceptance of his gracious offer. 

 

The vital question for us therefore is not to ask, "Why does God 

allow war?" The question for us is to make sure that we are 

learning the lesson and repenting before God for the sin in our 

own hearts, and in the entire human race, which leads to such 

results. May God grant us understanding and the true spirit of 

repentance, for his Name's sake. 

 

In the Master’s Service, 

Pastor Lucero 


