
August 22, 2021 

Pastoral Letter 

Dear Friends in Christ,   

Are you the type of person people would like to have around 

in case of emergency?  Are you "cool under fire" and can you 

make good solid decisions based on what you know and see to be 

true?  People are all different when it comes to critical 

situations.  There are some who faint or get ill at the sight of 

blood.  Others seem to handle it well and tend to unwind after 

the crisis is over.  Now while others may be good once the "dust 

settles" and lives are put back together, being able to direct and 

guide people when lives and well-being are at stake is a real gift 

of God.  That is the beauty of His world where we have all kinds 

of people who work together and accomplish great things because 

of what God calls us to do.  We can all learn to act in a rational 

behavior mode to insure hurting people are cared for.  Here is 

what I mean: 

   The month was June, 1900.  The event taking place was the 

4-week siege of Tientsin during the Boxer Rebellion.  A man by 

the name of Herbert Hoover, who would eventually become 

President of the United States, and his wife were helping to 

erect and maintain barricades around the foreign compound to 



keep the various foreigners safe and protected.  The Hoovers 

organized all the able-bodied men and women into a protective 

force and they each had their positions to oversee if any of the 

rebellion threatened to break into the compound. 

   Mrs. Hoover worked right alongside her husband and the 

others manning the fortress.  She helped set up a hospital, took 

her turn nursing the wounded, fed the people with supplies which 

were dwindling, and served tea every afternoon to those on 

sentry duty.  She had the ability to remain calm and efficient 

throughout the crisis and seemed to enjoy the excitement a bit. 

   One afternoon, while sitting at home playing solitaire as she 

rested after her work at the hospital, a shell suddenly burst 

nearby.  She ran to the back door and found a big hole in the 

backyard.  A little later, a second artillery round hit the road in 

front of the house.  Then came a third shell.  This one burst 

through one of the windows of the house and demolished a post 

by the staircase. 

   Several reporters covering the siege rushed into the living 

room to see if she was all right and found her sitting at the card 

table.  "I don't seem to be winning this hand," she remarked 

coolly.  "But, that was the third shell and therefore the last one 

for the present anyway.  Their pattern is three in a row."  With 



that, Mrs. Hoover suggested brightly to the astonished 

reporters, "Let's go and have tea." 

Staying calm in the face of danger or overwhelming odds is 

our best bet to meet any challenges.  Worrying about what might 

happen causes undue stress and fear.  When we trust in God and 

know He can handle what we cannot begin to master, we find we 

are in the best of all possible situations. 

Jeremiah 29:11 puts it well, “For I know the plans I have for 

you, declares the Lord, plans for wholeness and not for evil, to 

give you a future and a hope.” 

In light of the recent fires, storms, and upheaval, it is good 

for us to remember that whether or not we can comprehend it, 

the Lord knows what He is doing and He is in control of our 

present and our future. 

Blessings in Christ, 

Pastor Lucero 

 


