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Why Wait? 

Some early Christians delayed baptism, thinking that if they received 

this sacrament in their last moments on earth, it would assure their 

entrance into the heavenly home of the baptized. The idea was that sin 

would have no chance to mar the blessing of the gift. There are a 

number of problems with this theory, not least of which is the idea 

that sin is a matter of “doing.” If we are weak and upon our death bed, 

it is thought that the chances that we might sin are somewhat limited 

by our circumstances.  

Some years ago, I remember an elderly church member upon her death 

bed declining confession and absolution. She remarked, "How could I 

have sinned, while lying here?" Perhaps this too is a satanic delusion, a 

kind of false security that is dependent on human fantasy and the 

prideful idea that we will be in better spiritual condition in our last 

moments than we are now. Yet as death approaches the trials of faith 

may become more furious. 

Delaying baptism also ignores the power of Satan to put on a late 

fourth quarter rally, à lá Patrick Mahomes. Our enemy is frantically 

committed to your perdition. He will press hard at the end to snatch 

your defeat from the jaws of the victory of the Lion of Judah.  

Even the prideful human plan to wait until the last moment to receive 

the seal of baptism is a step into the mouth of our enemy.  

Has our heavenly Father not promised to watch over us and care for 

us? Has He not sent the holy angels to surround our death bed? Has He 

not sealed us unto salvation with the sacrament of life? Has He not 

already seen to our death in the font of life by burying us with His 

Son? What about this later death should cause us to fear? 



Baptism is not a one-time gift, but it is the gift that truly keeps on 

giving. Baptism is God’s work, not our own. Therefore, it will always 

apply in our lives whether we have been baptized a month before dying 

or at the beginning of life, when we have been born dead in our 

trespasses and sins.  

Baptism is a remedy to death in every case, because it is God’s remedy 

and He promises to stand behind it. Baptism marks you with the 

clothing of Christ. In holy baptism the sign of the triune God has been 

set upon our hearts and foreheads, to mark us as redeemed by Christ 

crucified.  

Just as the rustler is delighted to see a calf that is unbranded, so 

Satan smacks his lips when he sees those who have avoided baptism, 

disdaining the seal of the holy Trinity. Such a person is an easy mark, 

dependent as he is upon his own spiritual strength, instead of on the 

strong name of the triune God (Proverbs 18:10). He is readily devoured, 

stolen from the flock.  

In baptism the good Shepherd creates his flock, marking them by the 

holy name, which gives holiness.  

So why wait? 
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