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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

[28] Then they said to him, "What must we do, to be doing the works of God?" [29] Jesus 

answered them, "This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent." [30] So 

they said to him, "Then what sign do you do, that we may see and believe you? What work do 

you perform? [31] Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, 'He gave 

them bread from heaven to eat.' " [32] Jesus then said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, 

it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but my Father gives you the true 

bread from heaven. [33] For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives 

life to the world." [34] They said to him, "Sir, give us this bread always." [35] Jesus said to 

them, "I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes 

in me shall never thirst. (ESV)     

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

“Jesus: The Bread of Life” 
 

At a unique event in His earthly ministry, Jesus, God's Son, 

our Savior, fed well over 5,000 people on the shore of the Sea of 

Galilee. Most of those there that day shared the belief that when 

the promised Deliverer arrived, He would make the miracles of 

Moses seem second rate and substandard. Yes, Moses had fed 

them for forty-years; but they were confident that their 

Deliverer would feed them forever. "If Jesus is the Messiah," 

the crowd thought, "we have hit the jackpot; picked the 
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Powerball, our horse has come in; we have struck 

the mother lode.” 

They were looking for Jesus, but not as a Savior from their 

sins; not as a Redeemer from all they had done wrong; not as a 

Substitute Who would fulfill the laws they had broken; Who 

would take the punishment they had earned; Who would die the 

death they deserved. No, they wanted a free lunch. Literally. 

They wanted food to fill their bellies, medicine for their 

maladies. 

I suppose it's not much different today. People are still 

looking for a free lunch from the Lord. Say a certain prayer, in a 

certain way, quoting a certain Old Testament personality, and God 

will give you wealth and health, riches and rewards beyond your 

imagining. "If your faith is strong enough," say the free-lunch 

preachers, "God has promised to give you anything, everything you 

want. Lay claim to God, and you will have Him in a heavenly 

chokehold. He must submit to your supplications, surrender to 
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your requests." Even though almost 2,000 years have come and 

gone since Jesus walked the earth, people are still not looking for 

a Savior; they want a 

free lunch, and more. 

Throughout His ministry, Jesus always tried to make this 

point: He had come to seek and save the lost, to call people to 

repentance, to send His Holy Spirit, so their lives and eternal 

destiny could be changed. If Jesus was always making that point, 

people were always misunderstanding that point. When they went 

looking for Jesus, people wanted Him to take care of their 

bodies, which He almost always did, but most of all, He wanted to 

take care of their souls. He wanted to give them a good life, a 

better life for this world, but most of all, He wanted to give them 

an eternity in the world to come. 

When some people came to Jesus, looking for healing for a 

paralyzed friend, the first thing Jesus did was forgive this man 

of his sins. (Matthew 9:1-5) When a woman came to draw water 
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from a well, she wanted to know how she could avoid that 

embarrassing trek. Jesus told her that He could satisfy her 

spiritual thirst. (John 4:7-17) When the disciples asked the 

resurrected Lord whether He was going to restore the ancient 

kingdom of Israel, and thereby make them into some very 

important people, He told them to go, teach, preach and baptize 

the entire world, making them members of His 

spiritual kingdom. (Acts 1:6-9) 

That's why, today, as you come looking for Jesus, I hope you 

see that He wants you to keep your priorities in order. He wants 

you to see Him, first and foremost, as your Savior. How did He 

say it? "Seek first My kingdom and My righteousness, and all 

these things will be given to you as well." (Matthew 6:33) When 

the Holy Spirit calls you to Jesus, you should remember that on 

judgment day, if Jesus isn't your Savior, you won't get any free 

lunch from God. If you knew Jesus once upon a time but have 

forgotten Him, there will be no free lunch. If you think there are 
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other ways to get into heaven other than by the Savior's precious 

blood, there will be no free 

lunch. You may have won every argument on earth, but you will not 

win this one. That day there ain't no free lunch. On that day God 

will say, "I sent My Son to find you, you hid from him, now you 

may spend eternity hiding from Him in hell." 

Salvation is free, for us. But it certainly was not free for 

God. Our free pass into heaven cost God His Son's life. To 

connect us to God's grace, Jesus left His throne of power in 

heaven and was born in an earthly stable. Jesus turned His back 

on the perfection of heaven, to live among the perversion of 

earth. Jesus stepped down from His angels in heaven, to be spit 

on by sinners of this world. So salvation could be free for us, 

Jesus put aside His crown of heaven, to ascend the cross of 

Calvary. This was all done for you. Every moment of His life lived 

in payment so that you might be adopted into His Father's family, 

and then, when Judgment Day comes, to be received, without 
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price, or payment, into heaven. To minimize the price Jesus paid, 

to 

disregard it, to cheapen it, to ignore it, to malign it is a 

monumental 

mistake. Far better, I believe, to fall to your knees and give 

thanks to the Savior for this unbelievable, incomprehensible 

payment He made to save us. 

That is what we need to see when we look for Jesus. We 

may eat, what is to us, the free lunch of salvation, but we can do 

so only because God's Son has paid our bill. 

That is why, when absolutely necessary, He could boil down 

what humanity needs to know to just a line or two that can be 

understood by almost everyone. 

"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 

Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 

eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but to save the world through him. Whoever 
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believes in (Jesus) is not condemned, but whoever does not 

believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in 

the name of God's one and only Son." (John 3:16-18) If you 

believe this, you will also believe Jesus when He tells you what 

these words mean, in a very practical way. You will know Jesus is 

the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Him will live, 

even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in Him will 

never die. (John 11:25-26) No free lunch, but a saving Savior. 

That is the message for today.  


