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Dear Fellow Baptized in Christ Jesus,  

The wee, quiet hours of an 1885 September morning, in the 

otherwise peaceful setting along the southern coast of England, 

ended abruptly as loud screams and cries of horror were heard 

upstairs in the Stevenson's two-story cottage. 

Assuming her husband was having a terrible nightmare, Mrs. 

Stevenson quickly woke him. But, angrily, he demanded, "Why did 

you wake me? I was dreaming a fine bogey tale."  

The next year, that "fine bogey tale" was transformed into 

a novel and published under the title, The Strange Case of Dr. 

Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. And in doing so, its author, Robert Lewis 

Stevenson, set off a fire storm of psychiatric debate.  

The chilling novel showcases the rare mental condition of a 

split personality, wherein Dr. Jekyll displayed two distinct and 

polarizing characters—one with horrible behavior. In Stevenson's 

book, the two personalities represent good and evil, and each with 

its own set of morals.  

It won't surprise you that The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll 

and Mr. Hyde is believed to be quoted more often in pulpits than 

any other secular literature. With good reason too! 

Even in Stevenson's time, split personalities were an 

unknown, often referred to as "being possessed." But in today's 

modern medicine the illness is called Dissociative Identity 

Disorder (DID). And it's big business. 

Stevenson wasn't the only scribe to write of the dreaded 

DID curse. Edgar Allen Poe often wove the personality disorder 



into his storylines. In more recent years Hollywood unveiled The 

Three Faces of Eve, Frankenstein, and Sybil to give us a 

frightening and up-close look into the dark side. 

And, I confess, each film has caused me to wake up 

screaming too, as I'm not partial to fine bogey tales. 

But it's not just the deranged men of literature who can 

display a mental switch. Even God's chosen have succumbed to 

personality disorders. Our friend Samson, for example, was 

flipping the switch from one extreme to another, and in doing so, 

displayed shameful degrees of immorality. 

It's highly unlikely this original man of steel was suffering 

from DID, or any other mental disease. Samson's problem was 

simply poor decision making. 

But neither Jekyll's nor Samson's story is how God designed 

life to be. Whereas they both went from good to bad, God 

designed mankind to be regenerated, to go from bad to good. And 

for centuries, the message we faithfully proclaim has brought 

men and woman out of darkness and into the light, from death to 

life. For example: 

• Mary Magdalene was a pitiful, demon-possessed woman. But 

once she met the Savior she was set free and transformed 

into a follower of Christ. 

• Zacchaeus was a hated, money-grubbing robber. But one 

dinner with the Truth transformed this little man into a 

benevolent philanthropist.  

• The sinful woman at the well had one quick conversation 

with Jesus and was transformed into a Samaritan 

evangelist. 



• Saul of Tarsus made a career change on the road to 

Damascus; from a bounty hunter tracking down Christians, 

to the greatest missionary of the first century. 

• Augustine was a rising star in a politically-corrupt world. But 

politics couldn't rid his guilt and shame. Only the Lord could 

set him free. And He did.  

• John Chrysostom was raised by a pagan mother and pagan 

teachers. Yet he had an insatiable hunger for the word of 

God, though he'd never heard it before. Once he did, he 

became the leading Bible teacher of his day.  

• John Newton's miserable life included failed suicide 

attempts and slave trafficking on the high seas. But once he 

discovered God's amazing grace, he set a new course to 

proclaim Christ and abolish slavery.  

• C.S. Lewis was a confused, young atheist and "angry with 

God for not existing!" But when he reluctantly surrendered 

to the Savior, he was Surprised by Joy.  

• Chuck Colson, the convicted "hatchet man" of Watergate 

fame, found peace only after he left the White House and 

met his Savior in prison.  

Unlike any message the world has ever known, the words we 

teach stand alone in their power to reverse the human curse and 

miraculously transform sinful creatures into the sons and 

daughters of the Most High God thru the power of the Holy 

Spirit. 

What you do in proclaiming His Word makes an incredible 

difference.  

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Lucero 


