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Object:  A piece of grapevine, cut off and dried 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

    "I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. [2] Every branch of mine that does 

not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may 

bear more fruit. [3] Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 

[4] Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in 

the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. [5] I am the vine; you are the branches. 

Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can 

do nothing. [6] If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; 

and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. [7] If you abide in me, and 

my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. [8] By this my 

Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.      

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

“Vine and Branches” 
 

INTRODUCTION:  See the branch in my hand?  I had Roger 

Jones over at Immanuel Lutheran snip off a section of grapevine.  

How big do you think it will grow?  How many bunches of grapes 

will it bear? 

 You’re right—nothing will happen.  This unfortunate branch 

will never grow any bigger than it is right now.  It will never bear 

fruit.  It will only dry up and die.  Why?  Because it’s been 

separated from its life-giving source, the vine, from where all its 

strength comes.  Without nourishment flowing from the vine into 
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its woody tissues, this branch has no value whatsoever, except 

maybe as firewood—and mighty firewood at that. 

 The only salvation for this branch would be for a skilled 

vinedresser to graft into a sturdy vine.  Attached to the vine, 

nourished by the vine, it can bear fruit, and it will, for that is its 

whole purpose—to bear fruit.  

You are the Branch; Jesus is the Vine 

 The Bible says that we are like this branch.  Because of our 

sin, we have separated ourselves—cut ourselves off—from God, 

who is the source of life.  Because of our sin, we cannot bear good 

fruit.  Because of our sin, the only fate we could expect—and 

rightly expect—is to be cast aside and thrown into the fire of 

hell, to burn there forever.  That’s the bad news. 

 The good news is Jesus.  Jesus says, “I am the vine.”  God’s 

solution to the problem of dying vines withered by sin is to graft 

us into Jesus, so that we can grow in union with him, draw into our 

deadness the life that only He can give, so that, by God’s grace, 
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we bear fruit—much fruit—to our own great joy, and to the glory 

of the Father. 

Imagery of the Grapevine 

 The image of a grapevine, with branches that hang heavy 

with ripe and juicy grapes, was a familiar one to the disciples to 

whom Jesus was speaking on this night before his crucifixion.  

The hills of Palestine were dotted with well-kept vineyards.  The 

produce from these vineyards played an important role in the diet 

and the social and religious life of the Hebrew nation. 

 As men well-schooled in the Old Testament, the disciples 

were familiar with the vineyard imagery used by the prophets.  

Jeremiah had compared Israel to “a corrupt, wild vine” (Jer. 

2:21).  Isaiah, in a similar vein, had compared Israel to a vineyard 

planted by the Lord (Is. 5:1-7). 

 The people of Israel, the planting of the Lord, had failed to 

produce good fruit, and God, in His anger and deep 

disappointment, pronounced judgment. 
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 It is only thanks to a merciful God that the story does not 

end there.  The wonderful and surprising news of Scripture is 

that God did not give up hope for this rebellious people.  In love, 

God caused a strong and healthy shoot to grow out of that stump 

(Is. 11:1; 53:2).  The shoot was his only-begotten Son, Jesus 

Christ, who grew into manhood and walked country roads of 

Palestine, proclaiming, “The time has come . . . The kingdom of 

God is near.  Repent and believe the good news!” (Mark 1:15). 

“I am the true vine,” Jesus Said.  “I have come that they 

may have life, and have it to the full” (John 10:10).  

God is the Vinedresser 

 Blessed are you if you are grafted into Jesus by Holy 

Baptism and faith!  When we are baptized, we are baptized into 

Christ’s death and resurrection.  Literally, the old sinful person is 

drowned in the waters of baptism and a new person comes forth 

to walk in newness of life.  In baptism, we are claimed and named 

by our Lord to be His follower, His disciple and servant for life.  
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We are bought with a price, the very body and blood of Jesus 

Christ, to live in His kingdom forever.  Baptism isn’t just a naming 

of a child (Christening), nor is it a dedication ceremony.  In 

Baptism, God acts.  He takes us from death to life, from sin to 

grace, from damnation to salvation.  Baptism is a once-in-a-

lifetime event that cannot be repeated.  It takes the first time. 

We become a citizen of heaven and begin our journey to our 

forever home with Christ. 

Sustenance for the branch: The Means of Grace 

 Only in Christ can a branch find sustenance.  We are now a 

part of the body of Christ, the Church, and in that fellowship of 

believers we are fed with the Body and Blood of Christ in the 

Sacrament of the Altar (Communion), taught the Divine Word, 

and strengthened by one another as we gather in worship and 

praise to our Lord.  It’s like the story of the coal being pulled out 

of the bed of coals in your fireplace.  Set that solitary coal off 

by itself and it soon goes cold, the fire goes out.  However, 
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nestled in the bed of coals that solitary coal stays vibrant and 

hot.   

 That is what the church means for us.  Together we stay 

strong in the faith and nurture and support one another.  When 

we stay away, our faith slowly weakens and can even grow cold and 

die.  Simply put, we need each other. 

Abide in Me 

 Jesus said, “As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, 

unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in 

Me” (John 15:4 RSV).  

Bearing Fruit 

 The purpose and end result of your life in Christ, which God 

deeply desires, which God enables and requires, is that you bear 

fruit. 

Good Works 

 I sometimes think we don’t talk enough about good works in 

our church.   
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1. Volunteering at your congregation 

2. Helping a neighbor who is in need. 

3. Giving of your time to a food kitchen or shelter. 

4. Helping a military family during a deployment.  Maybe a 

Mom’s night out, or a shopping day, or a time to just get 

her hair cut. 

5. Inviting a widow or widower over for lunch or supper. 

CONCLUSION:  So, go my friends, and live a life of good works.  

Draw your sustenance from Jesus, the Vine.  Grow into maturity 

through Him.  Abide in Him as He abides in you. Amen. 


