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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

[44] Then He said to them, "These are the words which I spoke to you while I was still with 

you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the 

Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me." [45] And He opened their understanding, that they 

might comprehend the Scriptures. [46] Then He said to them, "Thus it is written, and thus 

it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day, [47] and 

that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name to all nations, 

beginning at Jerusalem. [48] And you are witnesses of these things. [49] Behold, I send the 

Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with 

power from on high." [50] And He led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up His 

hands and blessed them. [51] Now it came to pass, while He blessed them, that He was 

parted from them and carried up into heaven. [52] And they worshiped Him, and returned to 

Jerusalem with great joy, [53] and were continually in the temple praising and blessing God. 

Amen.  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

“Joy in the Lord” 

Introduction:  Farewells are often rather sad.  When we say 

good-bye to friends who are moving away, we usually think of all 

the things we meant to do for them or with them that were never 

done.  Many times the promises and plans to keep in touch or get 

together again are never kept.  At the very best we do not see 

them as often as we like, and our infrequent letters are poor 

substitutes. 
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 If death takes a loved one away, the farewell brings even 

more sadness.  We are given no hope for a future reunion on 

earth, and the only thing we have is memories. 

I. Farewell with a Difference. 

 The farewell of Jesus gives a different picture.  He left His 

disciples; they had become dear friends.  Luke tells it very simply, 

“He led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting His hands He 

blessed them.  While He blessed them He parted from them.”  

Nothing is said of any sadness on the part of the disciples.  The 

ascension of Jesus made them happy.  For them, and for us, their 

joy is the ascended Lord. 

At the Right Hand of God, the Father 

 When we confess our faith we say, “He ascended into 

heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.”  

We do it with heads held high; there is joy in our confession and a 

song in our hearts.  We remember that this ascended, living 

Christ is now our living Prophet, Priest, and King.  From His 
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position of authority, in His eternal honor and glory, He guides 

and directs His church.  Now He sends messengers of the Gospel 

to teach us, enabling us to be wise unto salvation through faith in 

Him as Savior and Lord; now He lives to plead, to intercede, for 

us before the Father; now He is declared to be the Lord, King of 

earth and heaven, ruling and governing all things for the good of 

the church and the building of His kingdom.  As King of kings and 

Lord of lords He will return in glory to take us to be with Him 

where things will not change or decay or fade away, friends will 

not move and families will not die. 

With Great Joy 

 Look at the reaction of the disciples to the ascension of 

Jesus: after they had seen Him go, “They worshiped Him and 

returned to Jerusalem with great joy.”  Luke tells us that they 

were happy on seeing their friend, teacher, master, and Savior 

go—why?  Jesus had promised His disciples that the world was 

going to make them suffer; they would experience tribulation, 
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heartache, and sorrow, even persecution.  He told them the 

disciple is not above the master and that as He was hated they 

would be hated.  He told them they would be hated and driven out 

of the synagogue.  Then why the joy?  Why even great joy?  The 

reason is this: Their trust, their confidence, their certainty that 

Jesus was the Lord, the Messiah filled them with joy.  They were 

ready to build on the understanding He had given them.  His 

resurrection, and now His ascension, proved to them that He was 

what He claimed to be.  They headed toward Jerusalem with the 

great joy of knowing that their Lord’s promise of the Father’s 

blessing and power from on high would be fulfilled just as the 

writings of Moses and the prophets and psalms were fulfilled in 

Him. 

Faith in the Promises 

 Another way of saying it is this: the disciples really believed 

what Jesus told them.  Luke tells us, “Then He opened their minds 

to understand the Scriptures.”  Jesus discussed the fulfillment 
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of the writings of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms.  He 

explained His suffering and death and His resurrection to them.  

They understood, they accepted, and they believed! 

 Their lives were given new purpose.  Jesus told them they 

had a job to do in His name, “Repentance and forgiveness of sins 

should be preached . . . to all the nations, beginning from 

Jerusalem.”  The disciples were ready to accept the task.  “You 

are witnesses of these things,” Jesus told them, and they waited 

with happy anticipation for the power He promised, to help them 

carry out their assignment that He had given. 

II. Our Faith Relationship 

 In faith we have the same relationship with Jesus that the 

disciples had.  Through the knowledge given us in the saving Word 

of His birth, life, death, resurrection, and ascension, we have the 

proof of His love.  If He didn’t care, we wouldn’t know.  He 

ascended into heaven, but He is not far from any one of us with 

His eternal and steadfast love. 
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 Times may come when we feel alone and lonely, it is not 

because we have been left alone or forgotten.  We realize this 

when we remember what love compelled the Lord to do for us.  He 

gave His life into death, He died to free us from our sin.  He rose 

again as living proof that our sins are forgiven.  He ascended into 

heaven, where at the right hand of God the Father He is given all 

authority and power.  The Father has given Him the name that is 

greater than any other name. 

 By faith we are joined to Him.  We belong to Christ.  He has 

purchased and won us.  We are members of God’s family.  The 

Apostle John reminds us of the blessing and the power given to 

us in our ascended Lord, “To all who received Him, who believed in 

His name, He gave power to become the children of God” (John 

1:12).  Paul reminds us that we too have received the promised 

blessing, “You have received the spirit of sonship.  When we cry 

‘Abba! Father!’ it is the Spirit Himself bearing witness with our 

spirit that we are the children of God” (Romans 8:15-16).  Our 
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minds, our understandings are opened and filled.  We can express 

our faith, our witness to His truth for us; “He lived and died and 

rose again for me!  In Christ Jesus my sins are forgiven.  By His 

power I am declared God’s own, God’s child.”  Again, with the 

Apostle John we declare, “We know that the Son of God has come 

and has given us understanding, to know Him who is true; and we 

are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ.  This is the true 

God and eternal life” (1 John 5:20).  With Paul we rejoice that no 

power on earth or anywhere else can separate us from that 

certainty and love.  “Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory 

through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15:57). 

Conclusion:  Don’t forget where you’ve been, who you are, and the 

one to whom you belong.  You’ve been to see and hear the King.  

You have heard His promise of forgiveness and sonship.  You 

belong to God in Christ Jesus, your risen Lord and King.  He gives 

the promise of the courage and power and ability to accept each 

day with a calm and certain happiness.  He knows, He cares, and 
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He blesses.  He is not untouched by your weaknesses, fears and 

doubts.  He has been here, and He has overcome.  He is here now, 

with help in time of need.  He promises you, “Fear not, for I have 

redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are Mine.  When 

you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the 

rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through the 

fire, you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you.  

For I am the Lord your God, the holy one of Israel, your Savior” 

(Isaiah 43:1-3). 

 For the rest of this day concentrate on these things.  Think 

about things you can see and touch, things that you can have and 

hold.  Consider the things that you can buy and sell, things that 

you use and spend.  Then remember, not one of them, not one, is 

going to make any difference to you in 100 years. 

 Your faith in Jesus, your relationship with Jesus will make a 

difference.  He is coming again; this same risen Lord and King.  He 
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will come again, and you will see Him as He is, forever.  You will be 

like Him, as surely as you belong to Him. 

 Your happiness is the certainty, the promises, the blessing 

of your risen, ascended and returning Lord and King.  In the name, 

and by the power and authority of your ascended Lord, I pray for 

you.  I pray for your happiness and your joy in Jesus Christ.  

Amen! 


