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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors 
locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 
After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they 
saw the Lord. Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending 
you.” And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive 
anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” Now 
Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. So the 
other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail 
marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will 
not believe it.” A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. 
Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 
Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it 
into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” Then 
Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have believed.” Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his 
disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

“Easter Continues …” 
 
Introduction:  What are you afraid of?  What scares you the most in 

all of the world? We are afraid of many things …Of cancer, of the 

dark, of perhaps being physically abused by another person. 

Fear doesn't have to be based on fact to be real. Fear is fear and 

worries are worry. They come. They are there. And that is the way it 

was for the disciples who, after Jesus' crucifixion, locked themselves 

away. Their fear told them, "Keep a low profile; keep your head 

down; try to blend into the woodwork and wait for this whole Jesus 

thing to blow over." Considering their situation and their worries, it 
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was probably a good plan. It might have been a most effective plan, 

except for one totally unanticipated, relatively major glitch in their 

plan: Jesus showed up. Now they shouldn't have been surprised. 

Jesus had said that He would rise on the third day, but when He said 

those words, His disciples didn't understand. That's why, when 

beaten Jesus, whipped Jesus, spit-upon Jesus, nail-pierced and 

crucified Jesus, a-spear-through-His-side Jesus showed up, they 

thought they were seeing a ghost. Was it wishful thinking or mass 

hysteria? No, it was neither of those things. This was a living Jesus 

who miraculously brushed past locked doors and stood among them. 

This was a resurrected Jesus who was able to talk to them; who ate 

with them; who held out His nail-pierced hands to them; who 

showed them the heart wound between His ribs. That Jesus showed 

up and said, "Peace be with you." 

When Jesus said, "peace," He was saying to those who heard 

Him: "be well"; "be whole"; "be at rest." Now coming from anybody 

else other than the Son of God, the world's Redeemer, those words 

would be no more than wishful thinking and upbeat optimism. 

Coming from Jesus, they are everything. Hundreds of years before 
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He was born, the prophet Isaiah (9:6) promised the Messiah would 

come, and He would be "the Prince of peace." When the angels 

announced His birth to the shepherds who were watching their 

flocks in the fields of Bethlehem, they said that He would be "good 

news of great joy" for the entire world. They promised that He would 

bring "God's peace to men on whom the Lord's favour would rest." 

Time and again, when He had been doing ministry, Jesus had 

shown His Divine ability to bring peace in the most unlikely 

situations. When the disciples were caught in a ship-sinking storm on 

the Sea of Galilee, Jesus spoke to wind and wave commanding, 

"Peace, be still"; and the storm was silenced. When a woman who had 

had an unclean issue of blood for 12 years was healed by touching 

His robe, Jesus said, "go in peace, your suffering is at an end." When 

a woman who had led a questionable life worshipped Him, He 

silenced her detractors, forgave her sins, and sent her out to lead a 

new life, a forgiven life of peace (Luke 7). 

And now, three days after His Body had been bruised and 

battered; three days after He had declared His work of redemption 

finished; three days after He had died, He stood once more before 
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His disciples and said, "Peace." At that moment the world of the 

disciples changed. They had visible, tangible proof of God's power. 

No longer would death be the ultimate cause of fear. No longer 

would the devil have the last word. No longer would they be alone. 

No longer did they have to be afraid. The Christ who had conquered 

the grave, even as He had with His perfect life and Godly power, 

conquered suffering and sin, would defeat their dreads as well. That 

day, they knew Jesus' commendation of peace was not just a wishful 

word, it was backed by living, resurrected proof. 

It was with that proof the disciples were transformed. One day 

they were hiding in fear of their lives, a short time later, after the 

Holy Spirit had come upon them, they became lions for the Lord. 

Confronting councils and kings, they shared the story of the Savior's 

salvation. They told all who would listen, and many who would not, 

that recovery and redemption is guaranteed to all who, by the Spirit's 

power, have faith in the atoning Lord. When they were told to keep 

silent, they replied, "We must obey God, rather than men." When 

their lives were threatened, they, and those who came after them, 

fearlessly replied, "Do your worst; my Lord has already done His 
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best." They were unafraid, un-intimidated; they were unstoppable. 

Which is why, as a distant inheritor of the message of peace the 

disciples pronounced with such boldness, I am coming to you today. 

I, and my colleagues, and the many people who support this 

ministry, want you to know, that the peace which Jesus brought to 

that locked room of disciples is still there. Jesus still comes and says, 

"Peace be with you." 

When Jesus says to His disciples, "Peace"; when He speaks the 

same to you, you can be sure that He is not just uttering words and 

wishes. The love of God is more than so much sounding brass. Jesus, 

in love for us, sought us out by coming down from heaven. He came 

for us, became one of us, so that we might be forgiven, so that we 

might be saved. He showed His compassion and concern for us in the 

life He led; in the death He died; and in the resurrection which offers 

eternal life and everlasting peace to all who with repentant hearts, are 

turned to Him as their Redeemer, their Substitute, their Savior and 

Friend. 

This is what I want you to know. Wherever you are, whatever 

you are doing, Jesus offers a powerful peace which is for all people. 
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What is your worry? I can't guess. For each person listening to me 

today, their worry is unique. What's your worry? Take a moment. 

Think about it. Bring it to light. How long has that worry been 

hounding you? Robbing you of sleep and goading you with guilt? 

What is your worry that is robbing you of hope, happiness and good 

humor? What is that worry which is ruining your life? You have tried 

to push it down, push it away and deal with it. Worry isn't so easy to 

get rid of. Still, Jesus comes and promises peace. By the Spirit's 

power, believe with all your heart that Jesus, who has the ability to 

defeat death, who can ignore locked doors, has the power to conquer 

your worry as well. Believe that the Christ who gave His life for you 

on a cross 2,000 years ago, loves and wishes to help you. 

The apostle Peter said it, "Cast all your anxiety on Him because 

He cares for you" (1 Peter 5:7).  Peter should know. Peter had plenty 

to be worried about. He tried to talk Jesus out of dying for us; He fell 

asleep on His Master, when he had been asked to stay awake in 

prayer; he had, in the courtyard of the high priest, three times denied 

ever knowing his Lord. That is more than enough to worry about. 

Still, Jesus took all of Peter's worrisome shortcomings and failings, 
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forgave them, and empowered Peter to become one of His best and 

greatest witnesses. That life transforming change can be yours as 

well. Let the Lord take the worry off your shoulders. Cast your care 

upon Christ, knowing He cares for you. 

The apostle Paul said much the same: "Rejoice in the Lord 

always. I will say it again: Rejoice! ... Do not be anxious about 

anything ... And the peace of God, which transcends all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 

Jesus" (Philippians 4:4-7 excerpts).   Paul be anxious? Paul should 

know about anxious. He, who once with a burning vengeance hunted 

down, arrested, and executed Christ's followers, was given 

forgiveness. In Jesus, he found the peace of God which transcends 

all understanding. He was given God's peace which dispels anxiety 

and recreates hearts, minds and lives. He was given Christ Jesus. The 

same Christ Jesus that should belong to you. The same Christ Jesus 

that can take care of your worries. 

After the tornados which took place several weeks ago in the 

south, I read about a Christian lady, a resident of Louisiana, who 

seemed calm enough, even though all around her were worried. 
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After things had begun to return to normal, some people asked her, 

"Aren't you afraid of another storm and tornado?" The lady quietly 

confessed, "No, I'm not. You see, I rejoice to know that I have a God 

Who is big enough and powerful enough to shake the world. If He's 

big enough to do that; He's big enough to take care of me." And I 

might add, you too. If you would like to know more about such a 

Savior who can wipe out worry, speak to me after the service and I 

will love to tell you about Jesus and His love for you. Amen. 


