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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Now I would remind you, brothers,[a] of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in 

which you stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached 

to you—unless you believed in vain.3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also 

received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was 

buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he 

appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred 

brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he 

appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he 

appeared also to me. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, 

because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his 

grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though 

it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 11 Whether then it was I or they, so we 

preach and so you believed. (ESV) 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

“The Greatest News You Ever Heard” 
 

Introduction:  It was the darkest hour—just before dawn.  Three 

women were making their way towards a tomb hewn in a rocky 

hillside outside the city.  One of them spoke: “I still think it’s a 

mistake to do this.  Our enemies would love to catch us and 

destroy us all.  Suppose they’re hiding near the tomb and accuse 

us of trying to steal the body?” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+15%3A1-11&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28703a


 2 

 Another said: “Well, we’ll just have to show them the spices 

we have and say all we wanted to do was anoint the body for 

burial.” 

 But a third said: “But how will we get into it?  Who will roll 

away that big stone covering the entrance to the tomb?” 

 It is another Easter morning, 2,000 years later.  Your alarm 

goes off, and with an extra burst of will power—knowing it is 

Easter—you get out of bed.  Perhaps you get a quick look at the 

newspaper, with its usual accounts of death and life, of local 

stress and global strife.  Perhaps you hear several Easter choirs 

on the radio on the way to worship.  And your mind wanders to 

your plans for this afternoon. 

 But you and those three women 20 centuries ago have much 

in common.  For neither of you expected anything unusual to 

happen this morning.  But the women were wrong.  For that stone 

had been rolled away from the tomb, and an angel told them that 

Christ was risen from the dead. 
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 And you may have heard this message many times.  But I say 

that the news you are going to hear now is the most earthshaking, 

the most wonderful announcement you will ever hear.  For 

something is happening right now: in a time of death and near 

death, you and I have come together to proclaim LIFE, life now in 

this Risen Christ, and life with this Christ—which will never end. 

 The Easter message tells us many wonderful things: 

 1).  Christ is God, not just a martyred symbol of kindness 

who lived years ago.  Only God could conquer death. His 

resurrection was the crowning miracle of His ministry. 

 2).  Christ’s promises are sure.  He said He would rise in 

three days—and He did. 

 3).  Humankind’s salvation is assured.  “Christ died for our 

sins in accordance with the Scriptures” (v.3).  Christ’s death on 

Calvary is complete, we are forgiven, “at one” with our Creator, 

and now we can again call Him “Our Father.” 
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 4).  But even more:  Easter tells you and me that now death 

for us is not the end.  For because of Christ’s death and 

resurrection an incredible promise is made to “you who believe.”  

Yes, if you thought not much was going to happen here today, just 

hear this: though you one day will die, you will also live forever!  

For that is the Easter Gospel “which you have received, in which 

you stand, and by which you are saved”—when you “hold it fast,” 

as our text here charges you. 

I. Spiritual Death 

 A moment ago we noted that we live in a time of death and 

near-death.  A TV program is interrupted, and we hear that a 

popular entertainer has been killed.  “Why, I can’t believe he’s 

dead!” we say to each other.  We go to work and we learn a friend 

had a heart attack.  “Why, I talked with him just hours ago!” we 

recall.  Another plane goes down—143 dead this time. 

 Yes, death is real.  And though we may try to ignore it, or 

though medical advances may delay it, the fact remains—as a 
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surgeon told some seminarians in a lecture on the progress of 

medical science: “Do not forget … that with all this advance, the 

mortality rate remains at 100%.” 

 But there is another kind of death which is also real, and 

just as deadly—but subtly so.  It is the spiritual death, which can 

attack us—even though we appear to be normal, healthy beings. 

Goodness Without Godliness 

 It is no news to all of us that millions of people live as if 

Good Friday and Easter never happened.  Forty-nine percent of 

the people in the United States, a recent study has shown, 

identify with no church.  J. Russell Hale in his study “Who Are 

The Unchurched?” has interviewed a number of these people.  He 

describes them as: Anti-Institutionalists, The Boxed In, The 

Burned Out, The Cop-Outs, The Happy Hedonists, The Locked 

Out, The Nomads, The Pilgrims, The Publicans, The Scandalized, 

The True Unbelievers, and the Uncertain.  One intriguing 

discovery in his interviews was that many people considered 
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themselves to be Christians but just didn’t see the need for the 

church—and all that the Christian faith involves. 

 But this diffidence, indifference, and lack of commitment to 

the way of our Lord Jesus Christ is “goodness without godliness.”  

How tragic, when millions around us fail to realize that what 

“goodness” they have is by inheritance.  It is really a legacy from 

the accumulated faith of the Christian families and churches 

here in our land where they live.  They are really “pensioners” on 

the treasure, which the historic Church has built up, even though 

they ignore that church and belie/misrepresent its faith.  

Indeed, they are “drinking from a stream the source of which 

they deny.”  And our Lord’s dire promise will one day apply to 

them, who deny “the Lord that bought them and bring upon 

themselves swift destruction” (2 Peter 2:1 KJV). 
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Religion Without Repentance 

 Then there are those, somewhat similar to the examples of 

“goodness without godliness,” who have some contact with the 

church, but it is a “religion without repentance.” 

 This is the “tokenism” kind of relationship with the church, 

where a flurry of interest is seen—periodically; when the church 

is called in for a baptism, or a wedding, or a funeral.  When, for 

example, as one “Happy Hedonist” said when he phoned a Christian 

neighbor on Christmas Eve: “Say, when does your Christmas Eve 

service start?  I thought I’d surprise you all and just drop in 

tonight and ‘pay my dues’ and put a little something in your 

collection!” 

 But with Christmas—and Easter (?!)—over, with the baby 

baptized, the son or daughter married, the grandparent buried, 

the flash of “faith,” the appearance of piety over, it’s “back to 

business as usual” in the ways of the world. 

 It has been a dash of religion—without repentance. 
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Faith Without Action 

 Spiritual death—that’s what we are talking about.  The 

godless, unrepentant lives—for which Christ died.  But the death, 

which preceded Easter, is not only “out there”—in the lives of the 

“unchurched” in America.  “The greatest peril of the church is 

always from within” (James D. Smart).  And even more 

contradictory are those of us in the church who “hold it fast” … 

who accept this Easter Gospel noetically … up in our heads … but 

do little about a resurrected life lived out for others in the 

world.  Most of us “believe” Christ rose from the dead.  But do we 

“believe in vain” (v.2) because we’re not really “holding fast” (v.2) 

to that truth by a changed life which makes Easter a daily 

reality? 

 How often do you and I live and act as if Good Friday and 

Easter never happened? 

 Robert Herhold once wrote in Learning to Die/Learning to 

Live: “I just watched a rerun of ‘All in the Family.’  Four adults 
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shouted at each other constantly for twenty-seven minutes.  My 

uneasiness betrays the fact that I can be as unreasonable as 

Archie and as quarrelsome as Mike.  I protest physical violence, 

yet I practice psychological violence.  When will I ever realize 

that life is as short as … as a television program?  Only there are 

no reruns” (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1976, p.66). 

 Are you and I living resurrected lives?  Are we laying down 

our lives in sacrificial living, as our Savior did for us?  Are we 

following His way, when the tests and temptations of life beset 

us?  Or are we letting the world “squeeze us into its own mold” 

rather than letting God “remold us from within” as His new 

creation in resurrected life? 

 Yes, spiritual death is real—when we too partake in” 

goodness without godliness,” a “religion without repentance,” a 

“faith without action.” 
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 So death is real: the physical death which will claim us all, 

the spiritual death which can claim us all: the death of 

indifference, of self-love, of detachment from our loving Creator. 

 And for those of you who have made the Lenten pilgrimage 

in your heart again this year, the truth is all too clear.  For you 

have seen your Savior suffering and dying on Calvary’s lonely hill.  

And you have known that it was for your sins that He died and 

that it was your death that He died (v.3). 

II. Hope—“in which you stand” 

 But while we live, we live to Christ.  We can be free from 

the control of spiritual death in our lives through that Easter 

faith “in which we stand”—which we “hold fast” (v.2).  And that 

should change our whole perspective on this side of the grave. 

 Since we know we are going to die, we can live with a certain 

zest and vividness, for “we shall not pass this way again.”  

Everything we do can have that kind of fascination, which comes 

when we know we have it only for a while.  And so we can sense 
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both satisfaction and detachment toward the experience.  

Indeed, as pilgrims, you and I have a certain tang in our life and 

work which others don’t have—those who are settled in this land 

and who think “that’s all there is.” 

 Yes, I challenge you this Easter morning: to live as one who 

must die, knowing God will take care of you.  But to work as if you 

had 100 years to live, 100 years in which to live out and bring to 

others this joyous Easter news of a resurrected Savior who frees 

us from fear of death and empowers us to live new, resurrected 

lives! 

 Is this your Easter faith?  Would it still be yours—would 

you also “hold it fast”—if the death of a loved one hovered over 

your life today? 

 There was once a family that lost three of its four children, 

within just two weeks, from a virulent disease.  One child was 

left, a four-year-old boy.  The family had buried the third child 

just two weeks before Easter.  On Easter morning the parents 
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and remaining child went to church.  The mother told her Sunday 

school class about the resurrection of Christ.  The father read 

the Easter story in Sunday school as he led the devotions.  People 

who knew of their great loss wondered how they could do it.  On 

the way home, a 16 year old youth asked his father: “Dad, that 

couple must really believe everything about the Easter story, 

don’t they?”  “Of course, they believe it,” said the father.  “All 

Christians do.”  “But not as they do,” said the youth. 

Conclusion:  And you … do you “believe it” as they did?  But more: 

do you live it?  And are you ready to go out and make life around 

you “a little Easter” wherever you work and live by witnessing to 

Christ by your words and deeds? 

 This … is your Easter challenge.  Maybe—like those women 

on that first Easter day, you didn’t expect too much to happen 

here today.  But God has called out to you through His Holy 

Word!  And where God is at work, anything can happen! 
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 God can break through to you with the certainty that 

physical death need not frighten you.  And life can be joyful for 

you.  For Christ lives!  Your life may still be difficult, but its 

burdens cannot crush you! 

 For because Christ died, you need not fear to die. 

 Because Christ rose, you can live a resurrected life every 

day. 

 And because He lives forever, you will live—and reign—with 

Him into all eternity.  Amen. 

 


