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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

[16] "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life. [17] For God did not send his Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

“Looking for God in All the Wrong 

Places” 

 
We are surrounded by many people who, having seen the 

Savior's love for them as shown on Calvary's cross and in the 

empty tomb, reflect that love to others. They are godly people, 

but they are not God. 

If you want to really see God, it's necessary to turn to His 

Holy Book. True, in the vast, uncharted distances of the universe, 

you may learn that the Creator is far greater than His creation.  

In the great forces of tide, tornado, and tsunami, in the 

controlled thermonuclear explosion of the sun, you may get a 

small inkling of His power; in the beating of your own heart, 72 

times a minute, continuing without any thought on your part, day 
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in and day out, you may learn how constant and continuous is 

God's care for you. In the beauty of a scarlet sunset, in the 

tasting of a Thanksgiving turkey, in the musical miracle of a 

baby's first laugh, you may begin to believe that the Lord 

continues to bestow upon this unappreciative world one blessing 

after another. These are all godly gifts to us, but they are not 

God. If these things are all you see of Him, your view is terribly, 

tragically incomplete.  

You see, God is more, far more than greatness and power, 

much more than consistency and physical caring. To know God, you 

must see His grace, His unmerited, undeserved kindness. In the 

first pages of the Bible you will meet Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

- the Triune God - who at the beginning of time graciously gave 

humanity a perfect world in which to live and laugh. It was a 

perfect world which was lost when our first ancestors, in a 

rebellious act of disobedience and defiance, rejected God's law 

and turned their backs upon His love. When Adam and Eve ate 
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from the forbidden fruit, they said good-by to God's ongoing 

graces and welcomed into this world sadness and sin, 

transgression and terror, death and damnation. Their legacy is 

with us now as we see all around us a world filled to overflowing 

with hatred and horror, injustice, inequity, hurt, heartbreak, 

tribulations, and troubles. Think of the sadness you have seen in 

your life; the crosses that you carry; the hurts that lie buried 

deep within your heart. These things have become so much a part 

of the fabric of our lives that humanity as a whole, and you as an 

individual, may sometimes find yourself wondering, "Does God 

even exist; and if He does exist, does He care? And if God does 

care, does He care for me?"  

"How can I get God to care for me?" That's the question 

humanity has asked since the fall. In every century, on every 

continent, people motivated by a fervent desire to appease God's 

anger and reinsert themselves into His good graces, have tried to 

find the answer. Eventually and tentatively they conclude: "If I 
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do this, or give up that, maybe, possibly, it will buy God's favor 

and He may grant me some peace." Which is why "This is what we 

think you must do" is the common denominator of every religion, 

every faith, and every philosophy. Only in Christianity is the 

speculative: "This is what we think you must do," been replaced by 

the divine truth: "This is what God has done." Scripture is clear: 

God has done all that was necessary to save you from your sin; 

God has done all that was required to grant you eternal life.  

Look in Holy Scripture and only there will you see God's 

grace given without any merit or worthiness within us. Only in the 

Bible will you see how, when sin-struck Adam and Eve had been 

reduced to helplessly hiding from divine retribution, God came 

and unexpectedly, unpredictably, promised them a Savior. God 

had done it all.  When the Children of Israel were helpless in 

Egyptian slavery, the Lord sent Moses, who with God-given words 

and wonders, brought freedom out of bondage. God had done it 

all. When sightless Samson stood helplessly chained in an idol's 
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temple, providing amusement for those who hated him and his 

Lord, God gave him strength and brought down that wrongful 

house of worship. God had done it all.  

Read through Scripture and you will learn that if we are to 

be saved from our sin, delivered from our dreadful deeds, it will 

only be - can only be - because God, with unmerited grace makes 

it so. Nowhere is that truth more clearly stated, more perfectly 

put, than in the third chapter of the Gospel of John: "For God so 

loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever 

believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. For 

God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the 

world, but in order that the world might be saved through 

Him." So we might be saved, God sent His Son. In the person of 

the Christ, condemnation was replaced by compassion, and 

damnation was exchanged for deliverance. God had done it all. 

In the pages of Holy writ you will see God's love come to 

earth in the person of His Son, your Savior. By the Holy Spirit's 
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inspiration, the Bible lets us look into the Bethlehem manger, 

stand before Calvary's cross, gaze into Christ's empty tomb. Let 

the Gospel writers Matthew, Mark, Luke and John lead you into 

the stable so you might see a baby wrapped in swaddling clothes. 

Look. Go ahead, look. See your Redeemer, born true man, since He 

had a human mother, and true God, by the Holy Spirit's 

conception. True man, so He might be one of us; so He might live 

for us and die for us; but also true God so His life, perfectly 

fulfilling the law and totally rejecting Satan's temptations might 

be perfect; so His victory over death might be shared with every 

repentant, believing heart. In Jesus, God has done it all. By the 

Holy Spirit's power, through the Gospel's call to Christ, you can 

believe. Yes, you can believe, but many, many in the world today, 

simply don't. In every age people have refused, or been unable to 

see Jesus' person and purpose.  

My friends, God's Son has died for you. Don't 

misunderstand or minimize His sacrifice. Do you want to see God? 
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Look to the cradle, the cross, and the empty tomb. Believe on Him 

who has come not to condemn the world but to save it. Do you 

want to see God? Turn to His word.  

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 

that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 

eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 

saved through him.”  Amen. 


