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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high 

mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, [3] and his clothes became 

radiant, intensely white, as no one on earth could bleach them. [4] And there appeared to 

them Elijah with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus. [5] And Peter said to Jesus, 

"Rabbi, it is good that we are here. Let us make three tents, one for you and one for Moses 

and one for Elijah." [6] For he did not know what to say, for they were terrified. [7] And a 

cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the cloud, "This is my beloved Son; listen 

to him." [8] And suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone with them but Jesus 

only. [9] And as they were coming down the mountain, he charged them to tell no one what 

they had seen, until the Son of Man had risen from the dead.  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

“This Is My Beloved Son . . .” 
 

INTRODUCTION:  “This is My beloved Son; listen to Him!”  God 

Himself spoke these words when Jesus was transfigured.  “And 

He was transfigured before them, and His clothes became 

radiant, intensely white, as no one on earth could bleach them.” 

Our Lord’s transfiguration is a singular manifestation of His 

messiahship and His divine nature and glory.  No comparable event 

has been reported in the New Testament even in Christ’s post-

resurrection appearances.  Its message is as timely today as it 

was 2,000 years ago. 
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 There are times when it seems as if everyone has something 

to say to us.  Broadcasts and TV ads bombard us with messages.  

Pitch men try to persuade us to buy, sell, or to do whatever it is 

that they want us to do.  Junk mail comes almost every day. 

 There are those who would inform us.  They tell us “the 

facts”; they want us to straighten us out in our thinking.  The 

media brings messages with a subtle power to persuade on 

important and unimportant matters. 

 Whom and what we are to believe and follow—implicitly, 

wholeheartedly, absolutely?  Our text tells us clearly: “Listen to 

Jesus Christ!”  Heed His Word when things are going well—listen 

to your Lord also, especially, when times are dark and dreary.  

For: 

I.  THERE IS THE CROSS AND THE CROWN 

 It was on this mountain that two of the most significant 

figures from the Old Testament appeared and conversed with 

Jesus; Moses, representing the Law or Torah, and Elijah, 
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representing all of the prophets.  They came to speak with Jesus 

of his impending death and the completion of the Law and the 

Prophets on the cross of Calvary.  It is on that harsh instrument 

of shame and torture that Jesus would fulfill the Father’s will.  It 

is here that Jesus would give His life as a ransom for many for 

the forgiveness of sins.  It is on the cross that Jesus would win 

for us the crown of life, a crown bought not with silver or gold 

but with the precious body and blood of the sinless Son of God.  

From this cross Jesus would declare, “It is finished!”  Our 

salvation is complete in His atoning death.  We need struggle no 

more to earn God’s favor, to please Him for salvation.  Jesus has 

accomplished it all and offers to us the gracious gift of His 

redeeming work.  It is offered to us in Word and Sacrament: 

through the Word in Holy Baptism, through the true body and 

blood offered to us in, with, and under the bread and wine in the 

Lord’s Supper.  His forgiveness is offered to us as a free gift.  It 

is complete, it is finished. 
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II. THERE ARE MANY WORDS WITHOUT WISDOM 

 The disciples had the privilege of seeing Jesus here on the 

earth in all of His glory.  But, they misunderstood what was 

happening and did what many of us would do; they offered a 

human solution to the situation. Peter said to Jesus, "Master, it is 

good for us to be here; and let us make three tabernacles: one 

for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah"--not knowing what he 

said.  Peter could only see the temporal, the human side of the 

equation.  His reaction was to build shelters in order to stay on 

top of the mountain and to bask in the presence and glory of the 

Lord.  That reaction is a lot like ours.  We have come to faith and 

we have “seen” the Lord in all of His glory.  We, too, want to do as 

Peter.  We want to stay in one place, to build tabernacles and 

bask in His glory.  To be sure, there is nothing wrong with staying 

put and having a consistent life, a predictable life, a safe life.  

However, as much as we would like to stay up on top of the 
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mountain in a consistent, safe, and predictable life, God has called 

us to go down into the valley.   

 It’s not always safe in the valley.  It is not always consistent 

in the valley for there is a lot of change in the valley.  Valleys are 

subject to changes that we cannot control, nor can we predict.   

 We are called to walk in the valley of life.  To see the 

changes of time, to look at the mountains surrounding us and to 

serve the Lord in the valley of change.  In Baptism we became 

disciples of Christ when He called us out of the water and into a 

life of service.  Our journey of faith began and we are called and 

set aside by God for His purposes.  We are to also hear the 

Father’s voice and to listen to Jesus. 

III. WE WALK BY FAITH, NOT BY SIGHT 

 Today we have many experiences that we would call 

“mountaintop” experiences.  Perhaps it was a time spent with 

group of fellow believers on a retreat or a large group gathering.  

Perhaps it was graduation from high school or college, your 
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wedding or the birth of your child.  Perhaps it was finding the 

love of a lifetime, that special person who will love you forever 

and a day and whom you in turn can love with all of your heart, 

mind, and soul.  Whatever experience it might have been, it is a 

life-changing event for you and one you will never forget. 

 It was just such an event which the disciples experienced 

with Jesus that day on the mountaintop.  They had some idea of 

what it meant when Jesus said that He was the Son of God and 

they had experienced some of His miracles.  But on that mountain 

they were changed from believers to knowers.  Previously they 

had believed that Jesus was the Son of God, now they knew He 

was the Son of God. 

IV. HIS WORD BRINGS MORE THAN A MIRACLE 

 The miracle itself, as great and as real as it was, did not 

accomplish wonders among Christ’s followers.  His disciples were 

confused and afraid at the same time.  Peter’s suggestion was 
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devoid of any depth or meaning.  James and John evidently had 

nothing at all to say. 

 God Himself had to articulate the meaning of the 

transfiguration.  He told the disciples who Jesus really was, and 

He also told them what they were to do.  He spoke of the One 

whose Word would never fail.  “And a voice came out of the cloud, 

saying, "This is My beloved Son. Hear Him!"  We can’t see Him 

now.  We must simply listen to His Word.  This is the one thing 

that is needful (Luke 10:42).  The transfiguration is much more 

than a great miracle that happened long ago. 

 Moses and Elijah appeared on this great occasion.  They 

were a great reminder of the Law and the prophets of old.  For 

Christ brings us God’s law, the Ten Commandments.  He teaches 

that we are to keep His precepts in our mind and heart and life.  

It isn’t enough that we abstain from the outward sin.  Jesus even 

says in the Sermon on the Mount, “You, therefore, must be 

perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect” (Matthew 5:48). 
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 We can’t begin to reach this point of perfection here on 

earth—in our flesh.  We aren’t as we would like to be, as we 

should be.  We are sinners, poor miserable sinners.”  But Jesus 

Christ was and is perfect, and He offers us His cleansing.  His 

grace, life, the forgiveness of sins.  That is why Christ’s Gospel is 

so sweet and precious.  It “is the power of God for salvation to 

everyone who has faith” (Romans 1:16). 

 You and I can’t now see the visions of Christ in His glory.  

Yet we can hear His Word in His church, we can read it in our 

Bibles, we can treasure it in our heart, mind, and soul.  And we 

have Christ’s promise, “It is the Spirit that gives life, the flesh is 

no avail; the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life” 

(John 6:63). 

V.  CHRIST ASSURES US OF ETERNAL LIFE 

 The words of Jesus Christ create faith and wisdom.  They 

guide us in our daily life as no other words can possibly do.  They 

give us assurance and strength from above.  They enable us to 
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face and overcome the devil himself.  Christ’s promise of eternal 

life in His name is the only antidote to the chilling fear of death. 

 Martin Luther is preeminent among all teachers of the 

Church in his preaching of Christ and the necessity of hearing 

Him above all others.  Luther’s timely and timeless counsel is that 

we learn to cling boldly to the Word of God.  “Learn, yea, learn, I 

say what a treasure you have in the Word of our Lord Jesus 

Christ; that there is no other help and aid against the devil, sin, 

and eternal death than to cling to the Word of Christ, that is, to 

believe His promise and to make bold to take Him at His Word.” 

(What Luther Says, Vol. III, p.1473, No. 4763). 

 Don’t depend on seers!  Don’t spend your time seeking 

wisdom from your stars or in your astrological signs.  Remember 

that Peter, James, and John didn’t know of what to make of the 

true vision of the Christ at the time of the transfiguration.  They 

were dependent upon the Word even when they were in the 

bright light that was shining from above.  Occult, dark, and even 
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satanic practices are in vogue now because people have turned 

away from Christ and the sure Word and light of Holy Scripture.  

Isaiah warned the people long ago, “Surely for this word which 

they speak there is no dawn” (Isaiah 8:20). 

CONCLUSION:  Listen to the really important things that people 

say to you whether they please you or not.  Enjoy your 

conversations with friends and loved ones.  Pay attention to 

announcements, speeches, and proclamations of city, state, and 

national leaders.  We need to hear those who speak such words as 

long as we live here on the earth.  There are words of warning 

that have saved lives.  There are words of wisdom which have 

kept men and women from great folly.  There are loving words 

which have brought bright hours and days of joy and ecstasy. 

 Don’t expect, however, to find life, deliverance, or divine 

strength in the spoken or written words of any human regardless 

of his wisdom, power, or virtue.  Listen to Jesus Christ, brothers 

and sisters!  His words enable you to understand that which you 
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see and hear on earth.  His words enable you to grasp the meaning 

of any situation, sight, or vision whether it be bright or dark.  

Christ’s words bring the true light, they make you wise and 

strong; they never confuse or fail us.  They lead us to eternal life.  

Listen to Christ!  Amen. 


