
 1 

Resurrection Lutheran Church Mark 1:29-39 

Colorado Springs, Colorado Epiphany 5 “B” 

Rev. Dr. Dennis F. Lucero February 7, 2021 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

And immediately he left the synagogue and entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with 

James and John. [30] Now Simon's mother-in-law lay ill with a fever, and immediately they 

told him about her. [31] And he came and took her by the hand and lifted her up, and the 

fever left her, and she began to serve them. [32] That evening at sundown they brought to 

him all who were sick or oppressed by demons. [33] And the whole city was gathered 

together at the door. [34] And he healed many who were sick with various diseases, and cast 

out many demons. And he would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him. 

[35] And rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he departed and went out 

to a desolate place, and there he prayed. [36] And Simon and those who were with him 

searched for him, [37] and they found him and said to him, "Everyone is looking for you." 

[38] And he said to them, "Let us go on to the next towns, that I may preach there also, for 

that is why I came out." [39] And he went throughout all Galilee, preaching in their 

synagogues and casting out demons.  (ESV) 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

“What Are We to Make of Jesus?” 
 

Have you ever wondered why we do not like having our 

pictures taken?  You know what it is like.  You go to the 

photographer; you pose for hours seeking to have that wonderful 

family picture taken.  You wait for weeks and then comes that 

time where you look at the proofs and every single picture of 

yourself is bad.  Your spouse looks great, the kids are marvelous, 

but you hate every single picture of yourself.  And then you 

realize that you have to pay for these awful “works of art.”  You 
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can’t stand it and you wonder how this person could stay in 

business.  The fact that any photographer actually sells any 

pictures at all is a minor miracle. After all, none of us takes a 

good picture - ever. That's probably because the way we see 

ourselves is different than the objective eye of the camera.  

 It occurs to me that Jesus had the same problem. Jesus 

never had a good picture made of Him, either. No, no, I'm fully 

aware that cameras hadn't been invented when the Savior walked 

this earth. But that doesn't change the fact that, while He lived, 

nobody ever got a good picture of Jesus - who He was, and why 

He'd come. I mean, think about it. When Jesus was born in 

Bethlehem, the wise men went to Jerusalem because they had a 

bad picture of Him. They saw Him as a mortal monarch, a 

potentate whose place would be in a palace. King Herod had a bad 

picture of Jesus. Herod thought that Jesus was a heaven-sent 

usurper, who had designs upon His throne. 

 The Pharisees had a bad picture of Jesus. They thought He 
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was a devil, a deceiver, a fraud, and a fake. John the Baptizer, 

from his prison cell, found his picture of the Messiah had become 

a little blurry. That's why he asked the Lord, "Are You the One 

who was to come, or should we be looking for someone else?" Even 

the disciples had a bad picture of Jesus. After His death upon 

Calvary's cross when God's innocent Son paid the punishment 

price that our sins deserved; after His resurrection from the 

dead on the third day where He showed to the world that our 

final enemy had been defeated; immediately before His ascension 

into heaven, where He continues to plead for us, the disciples, the 

ones who were closest to Him, said, "Lord, is it now that You're 

going to restore the kingdom?" Back then people had a bad 

picture of Jesus.  

 When Jesus ministered on earth, just about the only ones 

who could clearly see Him were His hellish enemies. One time 

when Jesus was speaking in Capernaum's synagogue, He was 

interrupted by a man possessed by the devil. The Gospel of Mark 
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tells us the man cried out, "What do you want with us, Jesus of 

Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are-the 

Holy One of God!" That demon, like many after him, had a good, 

clear picture that Jesus was God's Son, our Redeemer from sin, 

Satan, and death. Yes, 2,000 years ago, the demons saw Jesus 

most clearly. But they were about the only ones to do so. 

 Have you noticed that in this, the 21st century of the era 

that carries His name, Christ's enemies also seem to see Jesus 

very clearly? Isn't that why they're doing all they can to diminish 

His divinity and show the world only His humanity? Have you 

noticed that entire nations and other religions of the world are 

working ceaselessly to minimize the Savior's sacrifice and 

promote a picture of Him as being a faded and flawed 

philosopher, a teacher of truisms, a preacher of platitudes? Have 

you not noticed that Jesus' enemies are trying to legislate the 

Lord out of history and ban His name from their cities, 

communities, country sides, and colleges? Have you not heard 
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that some of the nations of the world will go so far as to throw 

into jail any person who owns a Bible and pronounce a death 

sentence upon any citizen who says, "Jesus is my Savior and 

Lord.”? I would like to know; I would like these doubters and 

deniers to answer, "When you look at the Savior, what do you 

see? What frightens you so much about this humble, homeless 

Galilean carpenter? What makes you tremble with terror at His 

story of sacrifice and resurrection victory? If He is the 

charlatan, the conman, the counterfeit that you say He is, that 

you would have your people believe He is, why do you work so hard 

at opposing Him?" I want them to answer, "When you look at the 

Scripture's picture of the Savior's sacrifice, what do you see?" 

What are we to make of Jesus? 

 I think they see the Lord far more clearly than did the 

people of Capernaum the day Jesus healed the man who had been 

possessed by the demon. That is what happened. Jesus silenced 

the demon and sent Him back to hell where he belonged. The 
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people who had witnessed Jesus' miracle were amazed and the 

news of what had happened started to get around. In small towns 

and Capernaum was a small town, news, any kind of news, can 

travel rather quickly. The speed at which the story about Jesus 

was traveling got a boost when later that day, He healed the 

mother-in-law of one of His disciples. Jesus healed her so well, 

that without any period of convalescence or rest, she got up and 

started to practice hospitality.   

 That was two healings in one day. And what did people get 

out of two healings? When they looked at Jesus, what did they 

see? Did they get a clear picture that He is God's Son? Did they 

hear Jesus' call to repentance from sin? Did they listen to His 

message of salvation? What was their picture of Jesus? What 

they heard was this: Jesus is performing miracles in Capernaum. 

No appointment needed. No embarrassing physical; no sitting on a 

cold doctor's table with all kinds of shiny, painful, cold and 

threatening stainless-steel instruments. No robe that won't stay 
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shut. No blood pressure, no cholesterol, no blood sugar tests, no 

prescriptions, no visit to the pharmacist. 

 The word got around that Jesus was doing miracles and 

people came. The lame, the blind, the crippled, the possessed. It 

was an unusual parade. They hopped, hobbled, limped, groped, 

were led and carried. Like a tidal wave the sick arrived. The whole 

curious town came as well. Jesus healed many of them. How many 

I don't know. But He healed enough of them that the news about 

His miracle working spread even further. And when those people 

heard the news, they went to see for themselves. Did they go to 

see Jesus the Savior from sin? Did they go to see Jesus the giver 

of eternal life? Nope, they went to see a doctor who wouldn't 

charge you; a doctor who didn't ask you to fill out insurance 

forms; a doctor who didn't make you sit for hours in the waiting 

room. Having heard about Jesus, they wrapped up their sick, put 

them on stretchers and headed out to see the doctor. 
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 Jesus Christ is the Savior of the world. If, this day you see 

Him only as a healer; only as a teacher; only as a preacher; only as 

a philosopher; only as a good man, a wise man, then you have a 

poor picture of who He was. Jesus Christ is the Savior of the 

world. Jesus Christ is your Savior. That is the picture Scripture 

would have you see. That is the picture that the Spirit wishes to 

show you. Jesus Christ is your Savior. That is why He was born. 

That is why He lived. It is why He suffered, died, and rose. And 

that is the picture of Him that the Holy Spirit wants to share 

with the world. Amen. 

 

 

 


