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Practicing the Golden Rule
The month of September is “Service Month” at First Christian Church, prompted by our young
people, who have chosen to make September 24 “Youth Service Day”. You will be invited in the
next few days to submit needs that our youth can help with this month. “Service” is a good word. It
is, in fact, the essence of our Christian faith. To put it another way, it is the dynamic that makes our
faith active as opposed to mere “lip-service”. Please read and reflect on the following few Scripture texts,
reminding us of the importance and meaning of putting others before ourselves as the most fulfilling way to live. It
is the way of faith. It is the way of the cross. It is the way to be close to our Lord and our God.


This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me; in vain do they worship me, teaching
as doctrines the commandments of men. (quoting Isaiah 29:13) Matthew 15:8-9 (ESV)



What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith save
him? If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in
peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that? So
also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. James 2:14-17 (ESV)
 What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the
vineyard today.’ And he answered, ‘I will not,’ but afterward he changed his mind and went. And he went to
the other son and said the same. And he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but did not go. Which of the two did the will
of his father?” They said, “The first.” Matthew 21:28-31a (ESV)
 But Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their
great ones exercise authority over them. It shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among
you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be your slave, even as the Son of
Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” Matthew 20:25-28 (ESV)


“Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do what I tell you? Luke 6:46 Not everyone who says to me,
‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.
Matthew 7:21 (ESV)
 While he was still speaking to the people, behold, his mother and his brothers stood outside, asking to
speak to him. But he replied to the man who told him, “Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?” And
stretching out his hand toward his disciples, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! For whoever
does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.” Matthew 12:46-50 (ESV)



Important Dates for September
September 11—Youth Service Requests Due

(place in "Turn In" basket in narthex)

 September 13—Christian Education Committee meeting
6:00 PM (a light dinner will be provided)
 September 18—Fellowship Luncheon
11:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall - (see page 3)
 September 24—Youth Service Day
(If you turned in a Service Request this will be the day!)
 September 25—PK - 5th graders Activity
11:30 AM tour of the San Marcos Police Department
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New FCC Youth Brochure!
There is a new informative brochure highlighting
our FCC Youth Program. Be sure to pick one up
from the Narthex counter. Check it out and if
you have questions be sure to contact—
Shawn Colson or Cari Fowler
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Upcoming Youth Activities
September:

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Our Sunday School begins at 9am in the CYF & Chi Rho
classrooms in the Education Hall.
CYF will be doing video or book based studies such as Not A
Fan, Being a Good Shepherd & Case for Easter.
Chi Rho will be doing a study based off the book The Old
Testament by Kara Powell.

24th – Service Day for FCC members

October:
9th – Lunch fundraiser
16th - Fall Festival
23rd – South Texas Corn Maize
30th – Youth Worship & Laundry Love

We wouldn't have a YO _ TH program without "U"!
We had an amazing Back to School kick off! Thank you to all of those who helped - so many minds,
hands, and hearts had a part in ensuring a fun and meaningful day for everyone.

September is scheduled as Youth Service Month
The youth would like to show their appreciation for the generous contributions of the
congregation by doing service projects for our members on Saturday, September 24. If you do
not have a Youth Service Request form from worship on August 28, there are more on the
Education table in the narthex. Please fill it out to let us know how we can help "U"! Return
completed forms to the "Turn In" basket by September 11. We will contact you for specific
details. Once again, thanks for all you do to support our YO _ TH, we couldn't do it without "U":)

College Dinners
The calendar for providing a dinner for our college kids each month is full
through December!
The schedule is as follows:
September—Chase and Teri Stapp
October—Phil and Beth Elam
November—Patrick and Rita McGuire
December—Shawn Colson
Please contact Teri Stapp (stapp@centurytel.net or 512-393-1506) if you are
interested in providing a meal for our college students in the spring:)
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Connecting… Caring… Sharing… Growing…
is what the 2016-17 Adult Education at FCC is all about.
Beginning August 28—November 20, you can enjoy all these things by joining one of the following classes:


Sovereignty of God: studies in Isaiah, Hebrews and Revelation with Linda Vetters, Parlor



Discovering the Bible with Wayman and Louise Mullins, Fellowship Hall

August 28-September 25:
 About the Christian Church with Cari Fowler, Room 110
Following Cari’s class you have the option of joining either Linda’s or the Mullins’ class or one of the following
new classes that will meet from:
October 2-November 20:
 Weekly Reflections with Perry A. (room TBD)
 The God We Can Know: the “I AM’s” of Jesus in the Gospel of John with Gael Thompson (room TBD)
(Registration forms for these new classes are available in the Narthex on the “Sunflower” table
or in the adult classes.)
November 27-December 18:
This is the season of Advent as we prepare our hearts in celebration of Christ’s coming now. All adults, college,
and high school students will join together for this 4 week study of Advent’s themes: Peace, Hope, Joy, Love.
Each week we will have a different study leader and share together in small groups as well.
I hope you will commit to a class and find meaningful connection, receive and give gracious care, share your gifts
and insights, and grow in your faith and relationship with God. Thank you for your enthusiastic response thus far
and I believe God will bless the body of Christ as we unite around the Word.
Blessings, Gael Thompson, Adult Education coordinator

Fellowship Luncheon
September 18
September means back to school,
football, and, of course, hamburgers!
In that spirit, the menu for our September fellowship
lunch, will center around that favorite fall food.
The lunch is planned for September 18. Hamburgers will
be on the menu this month (thanks, Paul Sutphen!). If
your name starts with the following letter, please bring:
A - H: Veggies
(lettuce, tomato, pickles, onions, etc.)

It is Cantata Season!
It is a wonderful time to join the choir
for a special event.
We meet on Wednesdays at 7pm.
Contact Sara Trammell with any questions.

I - P: Desserts
Q - Z: Sides
(potato/pasta salad, baked beans, etc.)
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September Birthdays

September Serving Schedule

Deann French

September 1

September 4—Intinction

September 18—Intinction

Cory Valenzuela

September 1

Sara Trammell

September 4

Kyle Stapp

September 8

Elders:
Paul Sutphen
Jerry Weidman
Crystal Baker

Elders:
Chris Hansen
Brad French
Judy Ritchie

Louise Mullins

September 9

Micah Martinez

September 10

Teresa Bullock

September 11

Deacons:
Linda Ross
Jennifer Roberts
Roy Enright
Andrew Hansen

Deacons:
Shawn Colson
J P Bach
Mikka Bach
Jennifer Roberts

Aidyn Herrera

September 11

Communion:
Crystal Baker

Jeremy Olenick

September 13

Communion:
Roy Enright

Marlene Weidman

September 14

September 11

September 25

Randy Ayers

September 14

Cari Fowler

September 15

Elders:
Wayman Mullins
Louise Mullins

Elders:
Paul Sutphen
Jerry Weidman

Bill Damron

September 16

Casey Braun

September 17

Sergio Herrera

September 20

Deacons:
Bonnie Whittington
Kelsey Schmitz
Rita McGuire
Ian McGuire

Deacons:
Carl Adkins
Rita Buchanan
Randy McLendon
Andrew Hansen

Mary Beth Keeney

September 25

Communion:
Bonnie Whittington

Irene Elliott

September 29

Communion:
Jackie Cable

Lay Leaders
September Anniversaries
Scott & Lynda Simpson ~ September 1

September 4—Joe Bostwick
September 11—Bernice Scott

Wendell & Bonnie Wilson ~ September 11

September 18—Charles Blankenship

Teresa & Joe Bullock ~ September 12

September 25— Jackson Karlik

Bonnie & David Warren ~ September 15
Dale & Judy Ritchie ~ September 23

Children’s Sermon
September 4—Mattie Howard

We continually update the church
membership database. If you find an error in
a birthday or anniversary date or if you are
left off the list, we offer our sincerest
apologies. Please email fcc@fcc-sm.org or
contact the church office.

September 11—Katie Carpenter
September 18—Gael Thompson
September 25—Chelsea Frosch
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