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 First Christian Church 

   (Disciples of Christ) 

                                  All are WELCOME       

 

First News 
October 2016 

3105 Ranch Road 12, San Marcos, TX 78666 ~ 512.396.1926 ~ www.fcc-sm.org ~ fcc@fcc-sm.org 
 

Thy Will Be Done 

In the month of October we will be emphasizing the outreach ministries of First Christian Church of 
San Marcos.  In doing so, we recognize that we are, after all, a church. A church is defined by its 
mission. A church without a mission is not really a church at all. It’s just a club or fraternity. It may 
be “Christian” in the sense that it says nice things about God and Jesus, and encourages 

everyone in it to be decent, law-biding citizens. But it is only when a group of Christians gathers together to do the 
work of their Lord that they meet the requirements of a church.   

Of Jesus, the Scriptures proclaim: ‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to 
release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.’” (Luke 4:18-19) 

And, when asked about the greatest commandment, Jesus replied, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind; and, ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’” (Luke 10:27) 

Later in his ministry Jesus observed, “I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been 
doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.” (John 14:12)  

And...“I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from 
me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5) 

His first disciples understood that we are to follow Jesus’ example. John wrote, “Dear children, let us not love with 
words or tongue but with actions and in truth.” (1 John 3:18) 

And from James: “Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to him, ‘Go, I 
wish you well; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? In the same 
way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.” (James 2:15-17) 

The world is in desperate need of compassion, mercy, love, kindness, friendship, hope. It needs God. And we who 
are followers of Jesus, are called to be the light of the world. Ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal 
through us. We do it not only by our words, but most especially by our actions. 

This month we will be looking at some of the outreach ministries supported by FCC. Let us be glad that we have 
been called to work together for the Kingdom of God. “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.” Amen. 

Important Dates for October 
 
 

 October 11— 6:00 PM—Christian Education committee meeting in the conference 
                            room, a light dinner will be provided 
 
 October 16—11:30 AM—Fall Festival and Chili Cook Off 
 
 October 23—11:30—PK - 5th grade field trip to the San Marcos Fire Department 
                                       Youth will be going to the South Texas Corn Maize 
 
 October 30—Youth Worship & Laundry Love 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Our Sunday School begins at 9am in the CYF & Chi Rho 
classrooms in the Education Hall.   
 

CYF will be doing video or book based studies such as Not 
A Fan, Being a Good Shepherd & Case for Easter.  
 

Chi Rho will be doing a study based off the book The Old 
Testament by Kara Powell. 

College Dinners 
 

The calendar for providing a 
dinner for our college kids each 
month is full through December!  

 

The schedule is as follows: 
 

October—Phil and Beth Elam 
 

November—Patrick and Rita McGuire 
 

December—Shawn Colson & Andi Shimek 
 

Please contact Teri Stapp (stapp@centurytel.net or 
512-393-1506) if you are interested in providing a meal for our 

college students in the spring. 

October Youth Activities 

16  - Fall Festival 

23 – South Texas Corn Maize 

30 – Youth Worship & Laundry Love 

   Connecting… Caring… Sharing… Growing…   
   is happening in our Adult Education classes, thanks to your participation and commitment! 
 

Sovereignty of God: studies in Isaiah, Hebrews and Revelation with Linda Vetters, meeting in the Parlor, and Old 
Testament/New Testament Survey with Wayman and Louise Mullins, meeting in Fellowship Hall, continue through 
November 20. 
 

Beginning October 2, you have two additional classes to choose: 
 Weekly Reflections with Perry A 
 The God We Can Know: the I AM’s of John with Gael Thompson 

 

See the poster in the Narthex for class locations. 
 

November 27—December 18 is the season of Advent as we prepare our hearts in celebration of Christ’s coming 
now. All adults, college, and high school students will join together for this 4 week study of Advent’s themes: Hope, 
Love, Peace, Joy. Each week we will have a different study leader and share together in small groups as well. This 
will be an opportunity to bring family members who haven’t been attending to invite a friend or neighbor. During this 
study we will kick off a project for Advent 2017… creating our own FCC Advent reflections book. Watch for coming 
details!! 
 

I hope you will join a class. For those of us who have been attending we are finding meaningful connection, sharing 
our gifts and insights, and growing in our faith and relationship with God. It means so much to belong and be 
known. I look forward to seeing all God will continue to do among us. 
 

Blessings, Gael Thompson, Adult Education Coordinator 

 

 

 

It is Cantata Season! 

It is a wonderful time to join the choir. 

We meet on Wednesdays at 7pm. 

  Contact Sara Trammell with any questions.  

October is “OUTREACH” Month! 

First Christian Church of San Marcos makes Outreach more than 10 percent of our 
annual budget. This month we will be hearing from representatives of just a few of the 
ministries we support: 
 

CASA 
Texas CASA’s mission is to support local CASA volunteer advocacy programs and to 
advocate for effective public policy for children in the child protection system. 
 

Southside Community Center 
The Southside Community Center (SSCC) is a non-profit organization committed to 
improving the living conditions and personal dignity of those in need in San Marcos and 
Hays County, Texas. The SSCC provides programs that include:    Homeless shelter 
and food, Emergency assistance, Housing for low-income and elderly, Neighborhood 
housing improvement,    Cooperation with other community organizations 
 

Hays-Caldwell Womens' Shelter 
The purpose of HCWC is to create an environment where violence and abuse are not 
tolerated in the communities we serve. The Center will provide education, violence 
prevention services and crisis intervention to victims of family violence, dating violence, 
sexual assault and child abuse. 
 

And, on October 16, we will be hearing from Elena Huegel, whose mission work 

through Global Missions has taken her to Chile and other parts of Latin America. 

mailto:stapp@centurytel.net
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October 16 
 

You won't want to miss our Fellowship Lunch this month! 
 

On October 16, we will be hosting a Fall Festival and our 
2nd Annual Chili Cook Off. Please join us after worship for 
fun carnival style games on the church grounds, chili tasting 
and voting, and then stay to enjoy our Fellowship Lunch. We 
will be serving CHILI! If you would like to enter the Chili Cook 
Off, please fill out an entry form found in the Sunday bulletin 
on September 25 or on the Education table in the narthex. 
Return completed entry forms to the "Turn In" basket, the 
office, or Teri Stapp by October 9. Wayman Mullins is our 
reigning Chili Champion - I wonder who will win THIS year? 
 

What to bring to the Fellowship Luncheon: 
 

The Fellowship Committee will provide hot dogs, buns, and 
Fritos (for Frito pie). If your name starts with the following 
letter, please bring: 
 

A - H: bring sides (chips/dip, pinto beans, etc.) 
 

I - P: bring toppings (relish, chopped onion, grated cheese, etc.) 

 

Q - Z: bring desserts 

 

The First Christian Church 
of San Marcos made a 
donation of school supplies 
to the Mendez Elementary 
School recently.  Mendez 
students and staff want to 
thank the church for their 
help and generosity. 

(This was placed on the Mendez website) 

Notes to the Congregation 

Report on  
July’s Food Bank Month 

 

First Christian Church 
regularly makes contributions 
of food and money to the 
Hays County Food Bank. 
Knowing that the summer is 
especially demanding for 
families, the church made 
July "Food Bank Month". 

During that month through cash & food donations we 
provided the equivalent of 10,000+ pounds of food. 
This effort was led by Deacon Carl Adkins, pictured 
with Rev. Gregory Ross and Deacon Roy Enright. 
Roy makes weekly trips to the food bank with food & 
cash contributions. First Christian Church believes in 
the important ministry of the Food Bank, and are 
proud to support its service to our community.  
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Lay Leaders 
   

Oct  2— J P Bach 

Oct 9—Shawn Colson 

Oct 16—Traci Tucker 

Oct 23— Marshall 
                   Breedlove 

Oct 30—Andrew Hansen 

October Serving Schedule 

October Anniversaries 
 

David & Sherryn Voight 

October 2 
 

Patrick & Rita McGuire  

October 7  
 

Jason & Teela Herman  

October 14  
 

Scott & Loretta Mann  

October 17  
 

Robert & Susan Updegrove 

October 20  

October Birthdays 
 

Madelyn Mann   October 1  

Gary Swenson   October 3 

Judy Ritchie  October 4  

Mary Williams   October 5  

Jim Davis    October 7  

Mabel Hall    October 8  

Linda Ross   October 9 

Philip White  October 9  

Joye Blankenship  October 10  

Jo Ann Carson   October 13  

Debby French   October 17 

Austen McGowan October 18  

Ashley Stone   October 19  

Susan Updegrove  October 20  

Mac Daniel Howard  October 23  

Denise Ralph   October 28  

Cecilia Pena   October 30 

Stephanie Haverda October 30  

We continually update the 
church membership 
database.  If you find an 
error in a birthday or 
anniversary date or if you 
are left off the list, we offer 
our sincerest apologies. 
Please email fcc@fcc-
sm.org or contact the church 
office. 

October 2—Intinction 
 

Elders: 
Chase Stapp 
Teri Stapp 
Linda Vetters 
 

Deacons: 
Kyle Stapp 
Traci Tucker 
Stephanie Karlik 
Jason Karlik 
 

Communion: 
Crystal Baker 

October 9 

Elders: 
Chris Hansen 
Brad French 
 

Deacons: 
Mattie Howard 
Mac Howard 
Gloria Fortin 
Ron Fortin 
 

Communion: 
Bonnie Whittington 

October 16—Intinction 
 

Elders: 
Don Harmon 
Margie Harmon 
Crystal Baker 
 

Deacons: 
Wayne Fowler 
Dale Ritchie 
Karen McGowan 
Shawn Colson 
 
 

Communion: 
Roy Enright 

October 23 

 

Elders: 
Wayman Mullins 
Louise Mullins 
 

Deacons: 
Rita McGuire 
Ian McGuire 
Kelsey Schmitz 
 

Communion: 
Jackie Cable 

Children’s  

Sermon 

Oct  2—Mattie Howard 

Oct 9—Jackie Cable 

Oct 16—Gael Thompson 

Oct 23— Katie Carpenter 

Oct 30—Chelsea Frosch 

October 30 

 

Elders: 
Chase Stapp 
Teri Stapp 
 

Deacons: 
Mikka Bach 
J P Bach 
Traci Tucker 
Kyle Stapp 
 

Communion: 
Crystal Baker 

mailto:fcc@fcc-sm.org
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