
 1 

 

 First Christian Church 

   (Disciples of Christ) 

                                  All are WELCOME       
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3105 Ranch Road 12, San Marcos, TX 78666 ~ 512.396.1926 ~ www.fcc-sm.org ~ fcc@fcc-sm.org 

Count Your Blessings 
November is our nationôs month of Thanksgiving. Traditionally, we pause to remember and appreciate all the ways that we have 

been blessed. Thanksgiving is the appropriate attitude of Christians who recognize that we are children of God who are loved, 

provided for, and protected by our loving and forgiving heavenly Father. This year November happens to be the occasion of our 

presidential and other elections. While this has been a contentious and bizarre election campaign, we should be thankful for the 

freedoms and choices we have that are not available to most people in the world today. None of our blessings should be taken for granted as though we 

deserved them and as though they are inevitable. History shows that not to be the case. 

So, let us be thankful: 

For friends, past and present. 

For family and encouragement and support. 

For security and protection and the rule of law. 

For our military and police and fire and EMS service people. 

For free public education for our children. 

For our church and fellow Christians. 

For our jobs and homes and the ability to survive and thrive in our society. 

For our dignity as human beings and children of God. 

For our heroes and mentors and the special people in our lives who give us hope. 

For our calling to salt of the earth and light of the world which is our mission and purpose. 

For our faith which enables us to overcome temptations and trials and remain joyful. 

For our very life and all our experiences, the bad and the good, which have made us who we are. 

For Jesus, who died for us while we were yet sinners, who taught us how to live and how to die. 

For love, wherever we have experienced it, both being loved and being able to love. 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

Important Dates for November & December 
 

November 5ðMale Call at 8:00 AM 

November 6ðFALL BACK! End of CDST 

November 6ðCollege Dinner at the McGuires' house 

November 11-13ðCYF Rally 

November 8ðChristian Education committee meeting at 6:00 PM 

November 15ðButterfly Group at 7:00 PM 
November 20ðThanksgiving Fellowship Lunch after Worship 

November 24ðThanksgiving dinner at the Stapps' house at 6:00 PM 

November 27ðFirst Sunday of AdventðHOPEðHanging of the Greens service 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

December TBDðCollege Dinner at the Shimeks' house 

December 4ðSecond Sunday of AdventðLOVE 
December 9ðParents Night Out (Happy Birthday Jesus Party and Christmas pageant practice) 
December 11ðThird Sunday of AdventðJOYðChildrenôs Christmas pageant during worship 

December 13ðChristian Education committee meeting at 6:00 PM 

December 18ðFourth Sunday of AdventðPEACEðChristmas Cantata and Fellowship Lunch 

December 24ðFCC Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 PM 

December 25ñChristmas Day - We will have Worship Service but no Sunday School 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Our Sunday School begins at 9am in the CYF & Chi Rho classrooms in the 
Education Hall.   
 

CYF will be doing video or book based studies such as Not A Fan, Being a Good 
Shepherd & Case for Easter.  
 

Chi Rho will be doing a study based off the book The Old Testament by Kara 
Powell. 

November Youth Activities 

OngoingðBlue/Brown Santa 

Nov. 06ðCorn Maze in Hondo 

Nov. 11-13ðFall Rally 

   Connecting… Caring… Sharing… Growing…   
Attendance has been awesome and I am so grateful that our adults are finding meaningful connection, sharing 
gifts and insights, and growing in faith and relationship with God.  It means so much to belong and be known!   
 

ADVENT IS COMING! 
 

November 27-December 18 is the season of Advent. This year we are preparing our hearts in 
celebration of Christôs coming now with a number of opportunities.  
 
Sunday School:  
 

All youth through adults are joining together for a 4 week study of Adventôs themes: Hope, Love, 
Joy and Peace. Each week we will have a different study leader and share together in small groups as 
well. This will be an opportunity for intergenerational sharing and growth. It is a great opportunity to 
bring family members who haven't been attending or to invite a friend or neighbor.  
  
Other Activities: 

Ý   There will be a daily C.S. Lewis Advent guide available for adults...Watch for it. 

Ý   There will be a weekly family Advent worship guide available for families with children....Coming soon.  

Ý During this study we will kick off a project for Advent 2017....creating our own FCC Advent reflections book. Watch for 
coming details!! 

 
Blessings, Gael Thompson, Adult Education Coordinator 

Report on Next Summerõs Disciples Summer Mission Trip 

Chelsea & Shawn had no words as they drove around the town of  Denham Springs and saw all the piles of debris 
on every street. 93% of the town was flooded so there was devastation everywhere! To imagine that one day your 
home & your belongings are óperfectlyô in place and the next they are ruined and in a heaping pile on your front 
lawn.  
 
An estimated 60,000 homes were flooded, and in some communities as much 
as 90% of the homes took in 2-4 feet of water.  With the help of many different 
organizations (They worked with Operation Blessing) most of the houses have 

been ómucked outô & the interiors are demoed down to bare studs. But the task of long term 
rebuilding is where the communities will really need help!! The enormity of rebuilding from such a 
loss is daunting, and some things are impossible to replace, but with volunteers for the flood relief 
effort, we can make it a little easier for these communities.  

 
Shawn is happy to announce that the FCC Youth will be joining the Disciples Summer Mission  this 
summer in Baton Rouge for their mission trip. The DSM dates are July 3rd thru 7th. As in previous 
years we will go a little early or stay a little longer so we can take in a little of the culture. More 
details will be provided as they are available.  
 

¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƴ ŬȄ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ ƻƭŘ ǊǳƛƴǎΣ ǊŜōǳƛƭŘ ŀƴŘ 

ǊŜƴƻǾŀǘŜΣ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƭƛǾŀōƭŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ ς LǎŀƛŀƘ руΥмн a{D 



 3 

 

 

Notes to the Congregation 

It is Cantata Season!  
 

It is a wonderful time 
to join the choir. 

We meet on Wednesdays at 7pm. 

  Contact Sara Trammell with any questions.  

From the Community Bible Study Wednesday Morning Class:  

Poinsettia Memorials  
We will start orders for  
Poinsettias on Sunday,  

November 27 !  
 

 The last Sunday to order will be  
December 11  

Fellowship Lunch 
Sunday, November 20 

 

We have so much to be thankful for! Let's 
celebrate this season of Thanksgiving 
together with our 3rd Sunday Fellowship 
luncheon on November 20 after worship.  

 

Turkey will be provided. If your name begins with the  
following letter, please bring: 

 

A - H: desserts 
 

I -P: side dish (potatoes, green beans, etc.) 
 

Q - Z: salad, bread/rolls 

Advent Classes for Children 
 

In alignment with our youth/adult Sunday school 
Advent classes, the children will be ending our 
current Cave Quest curriculum and beginning a 4 
week Advent study mirroring the same themes as 
the youth/adult combined class: Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace. Each 
week the children will study a different theme through song, videos, 
lessons, and games. We are also excited about the Family Advent 
worship guide designed to bring families together by making connec-
tions, memories, and new traditions. Be sure your family gets one! 

3rd Annual Thanksgiving Dinner 
 

For the past couple of years, several 

families at FCC have been 

celebrating Thanksgiving together 
on Thanksgiving evening. We have 
had a "pot luck" gathering for those 

members that may not be joining family on Thanksgiving (or 
maybe those who just want another good Thanksgiving meal!) 
Please join Chase and Teri Stapp on Thursday, November 24 
at 6:00 for our annual food, fun, and fellowship. Though we 
have been meeting at the church, this year the dinner will be 
held at the Stapps' house. We will have lots of good food, 
plenty of fun (football, billiards, bonfire?), and fellowship as we 
join with our church family to celebrate all that we are thankful 
for. If you would like to join us, 
please RSVP to Teri Stapp at 

stapp@centurytel.net or  

512-393-1506 and bring a "pot 
luck" dish to compliment our 

"Turkey Day" meal. 

mailto:stapp@centurytel.net
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Lay Leaders 
   

November 6 — Wayne Fowler 

November 13 — Chase Stapp 

November 20 — Jerry Weidman 

November 27 — Margie Harmon 

November Serving Schedule 

November Anniversaries 
 

Sue & Larry Diegelman  

~ November 4  

Carl & Ronel Adkins 

~ November 9 

Johnny & Mary Wasson  

~ November 22 

Jay & Deborah Wesson 

~ November 28 

November Birthdays 
 

Audrey Player   November 5  

Wayman Mullins  November 10  

Maggie Breed   November 13  

Ben Tureaud   November 13  

Ray Scott    November 14  

James Cape   November 16  

Robert Updegrove  November 17  

Mark Kremkus  November 18 

Johnny Wasson  November 18 

Karen Stone   November 22  

Gayle Morris   November 23  

Keith McCollum  November 24  

Sandra Braun   November 25  

Gene Fraley   November 26  

Wendell Wilson   November 26  

Alice Ballard   November 27 

Lois LaCoss  November 29  

Dawn Jester   November 30  

We continually update the church membership database.  If 
you find an error in a birthday or anniversary date or if you 
are left off the list, we offer our sincerest apologies. Please 
email fcc@fcc-sm.org or contact the church office. 

November 6—Intinction 
 

Elders: 
Paul Sutphen 
Linda Vetters 
Judy Ritchie 
 

Deacons: 
Jennifer Roberts 
Bonnie Whittington 
Rita Buchanan 
Randy McLendon 
 

Communion: 
Bonnie Whittington 

November 13 

Elders: 
Don Harmon 
Margie Harmon 
 

Deacons: 
Mattie Howard 
Mac Howard 
Jason Karlik 
Stephanie Karlik 
 

Communion: 
Roy Enright 

November 20—Intinction 
 

Elders: 
Chris Hansen 
Jerry Weidman 
Crystal Baker 
 

Deacons: 
Roy Enright 
Dale Ritchie 
Jennifer Roberts 
Kelsey Schmitz 
 

Communion: 
Jackie Cable 

November 27 

 

Elders: 
Wayman Mullins 
Louise Mullins 
 

Deacons: 
Traci Tucker 
Kyle Stapp 
Ron Fortin 
Gloria Fortin 
 

Communion: 
Crystal Baker 

Children’s  

Sermon 

November 6 — Mattie Howard 

November 13— Jackie Cable 

November 20 — Gael Thompson 

November 27 — Katie Carpenter 

mailto:fcc@fcc-sm.org

