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Adapting To Our Culture
Christians are always called to make disciples of all nations in their own generation and place. Over the generations
since Jesus walked the earth the message of hope and love has spread throughout our world. That is because
human vessels have lived the life taught by our Lord. The Good News is always fresh and relevant and current
because it is expressed and represented by people in each nation and age who live by faith. To do so means to apply
our faith to our ever-changing situations.
This is a time for us to adapt to our culture, just as Christians have always done. Here is what we are facing:
We live in a time when religious practice is declining, people’s lives are more stressful, children’s time is taken with competing programs
in school (band, sports) and extracurricular programs. Our society is very mobile, with people moving more than in past generations.
Income levels are on average declining, and have been the past 30 years.
Church life is also changing. A generation ago the church was the social center of member families, but not today. A quick snapshot of
contemporary society:
1. Less religious, more secular
2. More material, less spiritual
3. Increasing mobility, less stability
4. Competing / conflicting interests
5. Declining average incomes
6. Less time spent in church and related events/activities.
Less than 3 hours per week / member.
Less than 6 hours per week / church leader.
The church, like all living organisms, must either grow or die. As we begin a new school year and as we think about who we are and
what we are doing, let’s consider ways that we can meet the needs of our own members and also the needs of struggling families in our
community. What are the most important things we should be doing as a church? How can we serve and attract families with young
children? How can we help the poor in our community? How can we improve / optimize our time together as a church family? Is our
church doing things that are not helpful? What can we do to better utilize our building and facilities? What do you think we should change
or improve in our church life?

Please let us know if you have some ideas about how we can be the people of God for our time and our place!

Important Dates in September
September 2, Saturday: Male Call, 8:00 AM
September 6, Wednesday: Mendez Cub Scout Recruitment, 7:00 PM
September 11, Monday: Finance Committee, 6:00 PM
September 12, Tuesday: Education Committee, 6:00 PM
Butterfly Group, 7:00 PM
September 14, Thursday: Membership Committee, 2:00 PM
September 17, Sunday: Potluck Lunch & Sunday Funday, 11:30 AM
September 18, Monday: FCC serves the UCM Bobcat Lunch, 11:00 AM
September 21, Thursday: Church Board, 6:00 PM

FCC to Serve
“Bobcat Lunch”
First Christian Church in San Marcos is one of the founding churches of the ecumenical campus ministry at Texas State University which is now called, United Campus
Ministry. (www.ucmtxstate.org) We are in partnership with the United Methodist,
Presbyterian, and United Church of Christ churches. This year we have a new
Campus Minister, Rev. Todd Salmi. Also, this year, for the first time we have a
graduate intern, Marshall Breedlove, working with the students.
Texas State has about 42,000 students, most of whom have no church affiliation.
However, they do have the need to be cared for, nurtured, fed, & given opportunities
to experience the love of God and the validity of faith that gives them direction,
comfort and meaning.

On Monday's, in conjunction with Christ Chapel, your United
Campus Ministries (UCM) provides a free Bobcat Lunch to the
hungry college students at Texas State. There are typically
100—150 people that come in for lunch, and recently the Hays
County Food Bank has been distributing to the students at the
United Campus Ministry Building.
With Gloria Fortin (512-754-0150) taking the lead, our church
will be providing the meal on Monday, September 18. If you are
interested in helping there are several different opportunities
listed below to help reach out to our college students.

How we can help:
1. Our church includes a small contribution to the ministry as part of our outreach

budget.
2. Individual donations can be made online at the address above. One easy and
popular way to give is the “Club of 21”, which allows you to make an automatic
donation of $21 each month.
3. Every Monday UCM churches provide lunch to about 150 students. Our church is 
responsible for September 18. See article attached here. 
4. Adopt a student! As we become involved with new students this year, consider
giving one of them meals and time in your home.

5. Host dinners for a group of students. Check with Marshall for scheduling.
6. Be prepared to help as we learn about activities and needs for students this year.

On Sunday, Sept. 17 bring small oranges & apples, energy
bars, bags of salad, & individually wrapped brownies – be
sure to clearly mark these items with “UCM”.
Contact Gloria Fortin (512-754-0150) regarding helping
that Monday morning with warming the main dish and
transporting food to the UCM facility.
Come to help serve the lunch and visit with the students
that day.

Hurricane Harvey Relief Efforts—What can you do?
For those who wish to assist with hurricane relief in the Houston and Gulf Coast communities, our church on behalf of the CCSW, will accept and deliver
needed supplies to Disciples distribution centers. The lists for the Emergency Cleanup Buckets and the Hygiene Kits are listed below for any who
wish to prepare these and bring to First Christian Church San Marcos. Working together, all of us in the CCSW can make a difference in the lives of many
in this ongoing humanitarian crisis.
Week of Compassion is the prime way we can assist folks in harms way in Texas and surrounding area. Remember that 100% of donations marked for
disaster relief for Harvey storm will go to crisis relief now and rebuilding through local agencies and volunteer work crews now and in months ahead.
100% in the area of that storm. No other agency I know can do
Emergency Cleanup Buckets
this. It's called church. It's called over 100 years of experience. It's
called a gifted and experienced staff. It's called a network already  One five-gallon bucket with re-sealable lid (If bucket has been used, clean well
in place. Caroline Hamilton-Arnold Vy Nguyen Week of Compasbut do not use if it has held chemicals of any kind.)
sion.
 Four scouring pads
Here is a link to the website http://www.weekofcompassion.org/  Seven sponges, including one large
 One scrub brush
Hygiene Kit
 Eighteen reusable cleaning towels (e.g. Easy Wipes)
 One 50 oz. or two 25 oz. bottle(s) of liquid laundry detergent
 One hand towel measuring approximately 15”x 28” to
16”x 32” (no fingertip, bath, dish towel or micro-fiber)
 One 16-28 oz. bottle of liquid disinfectant dish soap
 One washcloth
 One 12-16 oz. bottle of household cleaner that can be mixed with water (no
spray bottles)
 One wide-tooth comb removed from the package
 One package of 48-50 clothespins
 One finger nail or toe nail clipper removed from the pack Clothesline, two 50 ft. or one 100 ft.
age
 Five dust masks
 One bath size bar of soap in the wrapper
 Two pairs non-surgical latex gloves
 One toothbrush in the package
 One pair work gloves, cotton with leather palm or all leather
 Ten standard size Band-aids
 24-28 heavy duty or contractor type 30-45 gallon trash bags on a roll and re One tube of toothpaste
moved from carton
All items need to fit inside a one-gallon plastic
 One 6-9 oz. bottle of non-aerosol insect repellent
zipper closure bag. Remove the excess air from the
All cleaning items must be new - all liquid items must be capped and securely tightbag and seal before boxing. Do not add any extra
ened. Place all items into the bucket, making sure they are packed securely to avoid
items.
damage during shipment. Snap the lid on tight and seal with packing tape.

Notes to the Congregation
The Celebration Bags for each student at Mendez Elementary have been
revised for the upcoming 2017-18 school year. Not only has the bag itself
changed, but it will now be filled with a pencil, an eraser, candy, a small bag
of Goldfish crackers and a coupon for a free book that each student can
choose from a newly created "Mendez Book Box."

How can you help?
Please bring: bags of individually wrapped pieces of candy (No Nuts,
please), small, snack size bags of Goldfish crackers or make a monetary contribution. Your support and contributions will ensure the continuation of this outreach program.

...Coming Soon!
Be on the lookout for more information - our Sunday
Funday events will begin with our Potluck luncheon
on September 17. Then, mark your calendars for
each following Sunday. We will have special activities after worship for each of the 4 Sundays of the
month. Information regarding specific events for
each day will be published soon!

Connecting… Caring… Sharing… Growing…

Report from Gael Thompson , FCC Adult Education Coordinator

We have begun our new adult Sunday School classes. From August 27-November 19, all ages have great class options:

Covenants with God: studies in the Old and New Testaments, taught by Linda Vetters (Parlor) This study
is based on curriculum from David C. Cook publishing and has a Bible study, discussion format.
Making Sense of the Bible (Adam Hamilton), taught by Gael Thompson (Chapel) Have you ever wondered, “How did we get the Bible?”; “What’s up with THAT story?”; “Is the Bible ever wrong?” Come join
us for a great overview of the Bible and a “back porch sipping lemonade” honest conversation about
how God speaks to us through His word.
Thriving Families Now, taught by various leaders (Chapel classroom) Doing family life, managing life demands and choices, scheduling, raising children and finding meaningful time together are just a few of
the challenges we face. Join the discussion and wrestle with how to function effectively and find the
support of others with similar values. Discussion leaders will vary and we will use the book Their Name
is Today as a foundation for the study. Books will be provided.
Registration forms for these new classes are available in the Narthex on the Education table or in the adult classes. Our “20
Something Class” has opted to meet with the other adult classes due to their interest in the topics.
I hope you will commit to a class and find meaningful connection, receive and give gracious care, share your gifts and insights,
and grow in your faith and relationship with God. Thank you for your enthusiastic response this past year. I believe we are
seeing positive growth in ourselves and our fellowship as a result of this commitment.

September Birthdays
Deann French

September 1

Marti Poth

September 1

Cory Valenzuela

September 1

Sara Trammell

September 4

Kyle Stapp

September 8

Louise Mullins

September 9

Micah Martinez

September 10

Teresa Bullock

September 11

Aidyn Herrera

September 11

Jeremy Olenick

September 13

Marlene Weidman

September 14

Randy Ayers

September 14

Cari Fowler

September 15

Bill Damron

September 16

Sergio Herrera

September 20

Tara Miles

September 28

September Anniversaries
Scott & Lynda Simpson
September 1
Wendell & Bonnie Wilson
September 11
Teresa & Joe Bullock
September 12
Bonnie & David Warren
September 15
Dale & Judy Ritchie
September 23

August Serving Schedule
Sept. 3—Intinction

Sept. 17—Intinction

Elders:
Don Harmon
Margie Harmon
Linda Vetters

Elders:
Paul Sutphen
Brad French
Crystal Baker

Deacons:
Jerry Thompson
Gael Thompson
Tanner Wigley
Wayne Fowler

Deacons:
Rita Buchanan
Randy McClendon
Carl Adkins
Kelsey Schmitz

Communion:
Crystal Baker

Communion:
Fortins

Sept. 10

Sept. 24

Elders:
Jerry Weideman
Chris Hansen

Elders:
Wayman Mullins
Louise Mullins

Deacons:
Jason Karlik
Stephanie Karlik
Rustyn Colson
Shawn Colson

Deacons:
Ron Fortin
Gloria Fortin
Sydney Morris
Karen McGowan

Communion:
Crystal Baker

Communion:
Bonnie Whittington

Lay Leaders
September 3 — Ian McGuire
September 10 — Mac Daniel Howard
September 17 — Sydney Morris
September 24 — Tanner Wigley

Children’s Sermon
September 3 — Mattie Howard
September 10 — Marshall Breedlove
September 17 — Teri Stapp
September 24 — Gregory Ross
We continually update the church membership database. If you
find an error in a birthday or anniversary date or if you are left off
the list, we offer our sincerest apologies.
Please email fcc@fcc-sm.org or contact the church office.

