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 Full Day of FUN! 

Sun. May 5th @ 11:30 
During Fellowship 
Lunch we will have 
Bake Auction as well 
as Shepherd Group 
Meet & Greet. 

 

Finance Committee 

May 6th @ 6:30 P.M. 

Board Meeting 

May 9th @ 6:30 P.M. 

Christian Education  

May 20th @ 6:00 P.M. 
 

Parent’s Night Out 

Fri. May 10th from 
5:30 - 9:30 PM 

Take mom out to  

celebrate Mother’s 
Day while we watch 
the kids!  

 

Mother’s Day Banquet 

Sat. May 11th @ 12 PM 

For women of all ages!  

Tickets are available in 
the office.  

Baby Dedications 

& Mother’s Day  

May 12th During Service 

Reception to follow 

Come celebrate new  

life and motherhood! 

 

Butterfly Group 

Tues. May 14th   

7:00 PM @ FCC  

Ladies, come 
learn and grow  
with us. 
 

 

Male Call 

Sat. May 18 @ 8 AM 

This is the last 
breakfast before 

summer break! 
Come enjoy Jason’s 

good food &  
some fellowship!  

Baptism Day/ 

Pentecost Sunday 

Sun. May 19th  

During service 

Reception to follow. 

WEAR RED!!! 
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Sue Cobb    May 2 

Ben Haverda    May 4 

Bonnie Warren   May 6 

Luke Johnson   May 7 

Keith Stroman   May 10 

Sandra Ellison   May 11 

Karen McGowan  May 11 

Tom Taber   May 12 

Chaney Turney  May 12 

Quinton Clayton  May 13 

Krista Johnson   May 14 

Matthew Brown  May 15 

Anne Weaver   May 15 

John Johnson   May 19 

Ellen Kremkus   May 19 

Patti Green   May 21 

Lilly Eliaz    May 23 

Jill Davis    May 27 

Sue Diegelman  May 27 

Caitlyn Cape   May 28 

Erma Marbach   May 30 

Rita Buchanan   May 31 

 
…to many more years of 

happiness and love! 

Ben & Stephanie Haverda  

May 17 

Benge & Irene Elliott  

May 19 

Tim & Sharon Wigley  

May 25 

Lorry & Tom Brown  

May 29 

J.D. Elshoff & Margo Gregory 

May 31 

Gary & Jo Lynn Swenson 

May 31 

Please note that we continual-

ly update the church member-

ship database.  If you find an 

error in a birthday or anniver-

sary date or if you are left off 

the list, we offer our sincerest 

apologies.  Please email 

fcc@fcc-sm.org or contact the 

office. 

mailto:fcc@fcc-sm.org
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This is the season of New Life. 

You can feel it in the air. I live out in the countryside, not quite in town. 
So every day I see the changes in the fields. The blossoms on the trees. 
Wildflowers springing up overnight. The bluebonnets and Indian Paint-
brush, and all the many colors. Yellows, whites, violets, blues, oranges, 
pinks. The fields are a palette of colors. We are headed into spring. The 
browns are becoming greens. 

 

I am also seeing other signs of new life. Baby rabbits, fawns, humming-
birds, and all sorts of animals scurrying around us. 

 

I am reminded of the words of Lamentations 3:22-23, which says,  

“Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, 
    for his compassions never fail. 
 They are new every morning; 
    great is your faithfulness.” 

 

This is the season that stands between two great historical events in the 
world and for the church: Easter and Pentecost. 

 

Easter is the demonstration of God’s power and mercy. It is the power of 
forgiveness, even of one’s enemies. It is the power to overcome evil with 
good. The resurrection of Jesus is the result of his sacrifice. On the cross 
he prayed for his murderers, “Father, forgive them, they don’t know 
what they are doing.” The power of the cross results in new life. 
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Pentecost forty days after Easter is also a demonstration of God’s power 
and mercy. It is the time when Jesus’ prayer for his murderers was an-
swered. When the crowds saw the transformed lives of the disciples and 
family of Jesus, their hearts were changed and they too became his fol-
lowers. 

 

With the birth and life of Jesus God began a new phase of human history. 
His kingdom, his will being done on earth as it is in heaven, was personi-
fied by his Son. On that first Pentecost following the resurrection of Jesus 
the church began. It exploded into life as the number of disciples grew 
from a small band to over 3,000, then soon after that more than 5,000, 
then soon after that thousands throughout the Roman Empire and be-
yond. 

 

God never changes, because he is Life and Love, and he is always new. 
What he gives us is his life. And as we commit ourselves to him we are 
promised new and never-ending life.  

 

Two events this season in our own church community are expressions of 
God’s new life among us. The first is on Mother’s Day (May 12), when we 
will celebrate the birth of the babies in our midst. The second is Pente-
cost (May 19), when we will celebrate the baptisms of those who have 
decided to respond to the promises of love and life in this great symbol 
of personal rebirth. I hope you can join us for these moments of commit-
ment and celebration. 
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Youth Bake Auction 
The Bake Auction is fast approaching! This is a required 

event for all youth mission participants so be sure you can 
be at the church by 11:30am on Sunday May 5th, but it's 
even better if you come join us for Sunday School at 9am 

and Worship at 10am to hear Alec preach!! 

Save the Dates 
CYF SUMMER CAMP 

JUNE 9-15 

EIGHTER’S CAMP 

JUNE 23-29 

BEGINNER’S CAMP  

JUNE 30-JULY 3 

JUNIOR  

CAMP 

JULY 7-12 

CHI RHO  

CAMP 

JULY 21-27 

Camps are also just around the corner, 

and we will be having a Summer Camp 

signup this April 28th after church. 

There will be a notary available for the 

forms. This signup will be for the June 

Camps, which include CYF (June 9-15), 

Eighters (June 23-29), and Beginners 

(June 30-July 3). On June 2nd, we will 

have the rest of the signups for July 

camps.  

If you would like to know more about what our 
youth will be doing on their mission trip visit: 

www.disciplesummermission.com  
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oung Adults 

Come See Alec At  

Mochas & Java’s  

On LBJ  

 
Every Tuesday  

3 PM—5PM 

Young Adult Poetry Study Young Adult Poetry Study   
Sunday May 26th at 1 PM  

If you would like to ride with me, 
let me know and I can meet you 
at the church to head over there 
together, otherwise just come on 

out and meet us at 1pm!  

Sunday May 12th 

We'll  head to lunch right after church 
together if you'd like to join us, and 

then we will meet back at the church 
at 1pm, and we're going to watch the 

movie Serenity! It's a great movie 
filled with tons of discussion topics, 

so clear your Sunday afternoon!  
Hope to see you there! 

I'm starting to plan Summer, 
and I'm thinking we'll try to line 
up 1 Sunday a month for study 
at someone's house, and the 
other normal time we meet 

we'll head out for some fellow-
ship events (Bowling,   River 

floating, Movie, etc. etc.) to get 
to know each other better. So, 
keep the 2nd and 4th Sundays 

open in the summer if you can! 
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Parent’s Night Out 

Hey kids!  Ready for another Parent’s Night Out at FCC?  Tell your parents to drop you off at church 

on Friday, May 10 at 5:30 for dinner, games, crafts and more.  They can come pick you up at 9:30.  

We always have a blast and this time is no exception.  We’d like to know if you can make it.  Tell 

mom or dad to let Mattie know if you are coming to join the FUN!!  Feel free to bring a friend!   

Baby Dedications on Mother’s Day! 

What could be more special than Mother’s Day for a new mom?  How about their baby’s dedication 

on Mother’s Day!  That’s right….it’s been a while since our last baby dedication and this time 

around, we have 4 beautiful baby boys that will be dedicated.  Come join the families of Noah 

Baker, Noah Herman, Colton Valenzuela and Koltyn Haverda as we share in this special service.   

Sunday School May Mission 

This month the children’s Sunday School classes will be making Mother’s Day cards to share with 

some very special women.  Have your children join us in Sunday School so that they can help bright-

en the day of one of our homebound members!  

There's A Place For You In Sunday School 

Class     Age    Leader    Location    

 

Blessed Babes & Little Lambs 0-4years   Ms. Carlie, Ms. Katherine,  Nursery 

        Ms. Kelsey 

 

Amazing Angels   Kinder   Ms. Cassi    Rm. 105 

 

 

Shining Stars    1st-2nd   Ms. Bonnie    Rm. 104 

 

 

Faithful Followers   3rd-5th   Ms. Kristi    Rm. 108 

  

Chi Rho/CYF    6th-12th   Rev. Alec    Rm. 106 

 

Sojourners    Adult   Jim Davis    Conference Rm. 

 

Partnership    Adult   Linda Vetters    Parlor 

 

Faith in Action   Adult   Rev. Gregory Ross   Fellowship Hall 

BEGINNER’S CAMP JUNE 30-JULY 3   JUNIOR CAMP JULY 7-12       Attention Campers!   

Join us for a fun filled week where we will hike, 
explore and discover more about Jesus!  Join   
Serah the Snake, Rocky the Raccoon, Screech 
the Owl, Barnabus the Bear and Blaze the 
Campfire as we learn about  Jesus and his life 
and how it applies to our own life! 
 
Come for dinner at 5:30pm….stay from 6:00-
8:00pm for stories, games, crafts and songs! 
We have a special mission project this year that 
you will love.   Here’s a hint:  do you have a 
stuffed     animal to share?  
 
Who can attend Camp Wildwoods?  There is a 
place for everyone….. 
 

Nursery available for children 2 and under whose parents are volunteering for VBS or attending 
the adult class 

VBS programming for children 3 years through incoming 6th graders  
Volunteer opportunities for middle school students, high school students and adults 

Adult class  
We hope to see EVERYONE at Camp Wildwoods June 23-27!   

VBS Volunteers Needed! 

Volunteers needed for Camp Wildwoods VBS…..June 23-27  

We are so excited that VBS is right around the corner!  There are so many opportunities to get in-

volved with Camp Wildwoods…..won’t you help us?   How?  There are many ways.  You can volun-

teer to decorate, work with the children, help Fellowship with dinner or bring in needed supplies.  

It is ALL important and everyone can be involved in our outreach to area children and families. 

If you would like to help, please contact Mattie right away…..at 512-665-9160 or at mattie@fcc-
sm.org 
Here is a list of needed items:  (Please make sure you put your name on anything you bring.  We 

will get it back to you, if it has your name on it!!) 

 -Christmas Trees (all sizes) -Sleeping bags -Tents  -Lanterns 
 -Canteens -Any other “camping” item that can be used to decorate the church 
 

Important Dates for VBS Volunteers: 

Our next meeting will be on May 20 at 6pm.  This meeting is for all Station Leaders and those who 
are on our decorating committee.   
On June 18 at 6pm we will have a training meeting for ALL volunteers. 
VBS will be held on Sunday, June 23-Thursday, June 27 from 5:30-8:00pm. 

mailto:mattie@fcc-sm.org
mailto:mattie@fcc-sm.org
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Music Notes 

The Joyful Noise Ringers will not have prac-
tice from May 22nd - the end of July.  Chan-
cel Choir will practice in June, but will not 
practice in July.  Our normal practice sched-
ule will resume in August.  Thank you and 

hope you have a 
great Summer! 

~Anne Weaver 

Music Minister 

 

  

 

 

 

 

The All Church Retreat will be rescheduled for the Fall 

to make it easier for Youth to come and participate. 

We will give the new date and information when it is 

decided. Keep an eye out for details to come in the 

next newsletter! 
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The Middle 

Every Wednesday 
 

Need church in the MIDDLE of the week instead of just once on Sunday? Ready to 

make God the ultimate importance to your life? Ready to see your friends more 

than just at 10am on Sundays? Meet us in the MIDDLE! Build your week, your 

LIFE around God.  
 

What is The Middle?          Every Wednesday 

   Bring Your Own Dinner                      BYODinner – 5:30 P.M. 

 Youth Groups                    Sessions – 6:00 P.M. 

 Childcare Provided                       Handbells – 6:00 P.M. 

 Adult groups to meet the                                      Choir – 7:00 P.M. 
needs of everyday living                                         

 Music Groups 

 

May 5th  

11:30 AM - Fellowship Lunch  

We will use the fellowship hall for the 

first time with the new     flooring. 

During Fellowship lunch we will be un-

veiling our new Shepherding groups for 

a meet & greet as well as the Bake Auction benefitting the 

Youth Mission Trip to New, Orleans. Don’t Miss Out on the 

fun!  

     E      V      E      N     T      S  
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Mothers Day events 

May 1 & 5 - Making Mother’s Day Cards during The Middle & 

Sunday School 

May 8 - The All Group Middle will be traveling to Sing for some of 

our shut ins and hand out Mother’s Day cards. 

May 10 - Parent’s Night Out will be the weekend of Mother’s 

Day, so take your lady out while we do fun Mother’s Day crafts. 

May 11 - MOTHER’S DAY Banquet (see flyer on next page) 

May 12 - We will honor mothers in church and afterwards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 12th during the service 

We have 4 beautiful baby boys that will be dedicated.  

Come join the families of Noah Baker, Noah Hermann,   

Colton Valenzuela and Koltyn Haverda as we share in this 

special service.   
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Pentecost Baptism 
Celebration  

Sunday, May 19th  
 
 

Many of you are aware of our FCC tradition of offering baptisms in the 
Spring. This year we are planning a Baptism Service on Pentecost Sun-
day.  
 

There is no perfect age for baptism, nor is there a perfect method. Our 
denomination prefers baptism by immersion with the understanding 
that the decision for baptism is personal for candidates of all ages. 
While there is no perfect age for baptism, our tradition has been       
approximately twelve years old to consider whether they are ready to 
take this important step in their faith journey. With that in mind, we 
have been offering Pastor's classes on the four Sundays of April in the 
“Faith in Action” Sunday School class for adults, and on Sunday     
afternoons and Wednesday evenings for any youth who are                
interested. While attendance is not a requirement for baptism, it is 
recommended.  
 

If you or your child have already been baptized our church does not 
require re-baptism. Some may choose to attend our classes for the 
purpose of confirmation. If you or your children have the desire to be 
baptized but have not had a conversation with Reverend Gregory 
Ross, please contact him for private conversations in preparation for 
May 19th.  
 

Pray about this. Call the church office to talk with one of our ministers 
concerning questions you might have. Finally, let us know as soon as 
you can so that we can be ready for you on Pentecost Sunday. We are 
looking forward to hearing from you. 
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Come one, Come all! 

This is the last Male Call before summer break. Come      

enjoy Jason’s great food and fellowship with the fellow 

men in the church. Bring other guys along for the great   

experience. 

 

  

 

 

Youth Sunday/ Graduation Celebration  

June 2nd 

We will start off the day with our worship service led      

entirely by our youth followed by a celebration of our   

graduates (high school, college, grad school).  

Please contact the office if you have a graduate you would 

like to recognize.  
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Camp Hope is a faith-based day camp in San Marcos that is celebrating it's 
seventh year of ministry! It is a youth-led, adult-sponsered camp that is a 
combined effort of local churches. It provides an action packed day for chil-
dren which includes Bible Stories, crafts, games (indoor & outdoor), songs, & 
more. Campers are cared for by trained High School and College age Small 
Group Leaders. 
 
Many people have asked if this is a Vacation Bible School or is it a camp, and 
the quick answer is...BOTH. Many of the aspects of a VBS are at camp. Our 
stories each day focus on a different Bible story or character that we read, 
learn about, and discuss how it applies to the campers lives. Our camp lasts 
three weeks, but you can enroll for one, two, or all three weeks. 
 
Camp Hope, San Marcos, strives to be a camp where kids can feel safe to grow 

and mature in themselves and their relationship with God, but also, where 

parents feel comfortable leaving their kids at. We are also proud of our youth 

leadership that takes care of our campers each year. Most of them, having 

once been campers themselves, are testimonies to Christian leadership devel-

opment that is incorporated into the camp. 

 

Discovery!!!! 
Each year is a new theme and new Bible Stories. This year, Camp 
Hope runs from July 8-July 26. Campers can sign up for one, two, or 
all three weeks. Everyday will be a Discovery with Celebrating how 
God made us, what God has done for us, and that God is with us! 
Register today, it is not too late. 
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Scheduling 

 

Elders and Deacons Schedule 

DATE 
May 5 Intinction May 12 May 19 Intinction May 26 

ELDER 
Louise Vetters Don Harmon Joe Bostwick Jackie Cable 

 
Chase Stapp Margie Harmon Rae Bostwick Jim Davis 

DEACON 
Sean-Michael McGuire  Mac Howard  Paige Sutphen  Mark Kremkus (TL) 

 
Roy Enright (TL) Crystal Baker Gareth Fowler Kennedy Braun 

 
Brad French Teela Herman Paul Sutphen (TL) Roy Enright 

 
Mark Kremkus Jason Herman Alyssa Updegrove Brad French 

 
Rita McGuire Mattie Howard Robert Updegrove Rita McGuire 

 
Louis Olenick Denise Ralph Susan Updegrove Sean-Michael McGuire 

 
Kyle Stapp Jennifer Roberts (TL) Bonnie Wilson Kyle Stapp 

 
Teri Stapp Linda Ross Wendell Wilson Teri Stapp 

Schedule of Children’s Sermon: 

5/5 -  Gregory Ross 

5/12 -  Mattie Howard 

5/19 -  Alec Ylitalo 

5/26 -  Connie Burke 

Schedule of Lay Leaders: 

5/5 -  Jennifer Roberts 

5/12 -  Crystal Baker 

5/19 -  Young Adult 

5/26 -  Louise Mullins 

If you feel led to be a lay leader or lead a children’s sermon, please contact Stephanie 

in the office. 
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LET’S STUFF THE BIN! 

 

Bring your  news-

paper, junk mail,    

catalogs, maga-

zines and office/

school paper and 

put them in the yellow and green       

receptacle outside. Did you know... we 

cannot recycle phone books due to the 

high glue content in the paper? It gets 

stuck in the screens while making new 

paper. We earn money from all the   

paper we collect!! Help support our 

YOUTH by recycling! Encourage your 

friends and neighbors to stuff the bin 

too! Church Staff: 
Rev. Gregory Ross ___________ Senior Minister 

Rev. Alec Ylitalo _____________ Associate Minister 

Stephanie Haverda __________ Church Secretary 

Mattie Howard ______________ EducationDirector 

Anne Weaver _______________ Music Director 

Rae Bostwick _______________ Treasurer 

Britney Richey ______________ Bookkeeper 

Cecilia Peña ________________ Organist 

Katherine Reed _____________ Nursery Caregiver 

Kelsey Smeltz _______________ Nursery Caregiver 

Carlie Matye _______________ Nursery Caregiver 

Cassi Gonzales ______________ Children’s Church 

Mary & Johnny Wasson _______ Custodians 

Newsletter submissions are due 
on the 20th of every month!  

Please get anything you would 
like in the next newsletter to 
me in a timely fashion so that 

the newsletter can go out 
promptly and maybe             

even early!   
 

We have a new section for 
members to contribute to 

called “Members’ Corner”. Feel 
free to write devotionals,       

poems, or just something that 
moves you and submit it to 

Stephanie at  
fcc@fcc-sm.org 

Care & Concern 

Please notify the church if you or one 

of our loved FCC church family mem-

bers becomes ill or is in the hospital. 

You can email Stephanie at fcc@fcc-

sm.org, call the church at 396.1926, 

or contact Rev. Ross on his cell at 

512.619.6349 
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We are in the process of revamping our website!  

We have found a new hosting site that gives us the         
capability to keep everything current monthly, weekly, and 

even daily!  

We will have a Member’s Area that will be password      
protected. We will have the church information (bylaws, 

constitution, etc.) as well as a current and updated           
directory.  

If you are not comfortable with your information in this      
protected section on the website, please contact the office. 

West Donations 

Thank you to everyone who has come together to donate items for 

West victims. We will continue to take items as well as monetary   

donations to provide outreach in this tragic time. Please let the 

office know if you would like to help. 
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I am four months post-partum, and society has put expectations on me that weigh heavy on 
my day to day life. Four months after giving birth, I am expected to be fit, have broken up with 
my maternity clothes, be coping with/mastering the mother role, and doing it all while being 
dressed to the nine’s with makeup fresh and hair done….Ha! 
 

When I look in the mirror I see a C-section scar, tired eyes, and hair that doesn’t know a blow 
dryer much less anything more than a pony tail holder. I don’t feel like the SUPER MOM that 
society expects of me. I find it hard to get motivation at the end of the day to go to the gym 
while keeping up the house, juggling the life with, marriage to, & schedule of a law enforce-
ment officer, and engaging my infant all while not neglecting the dogs, tackling never ending 
laundry, and getting it all done by the time I fall into bed.  
 

And then it hit me one morning while doing my favorite snuggling morning routine, my son 
could care less. Here I was with bed head, no makeup, definite morning breath, and he was 
laughing and smiling and enjoying my presence. I had the light bulb moment where I suddenly 
realized that it does not matter what the world thinks of me as a new mom, a woman, or a 
wife. The only thing that matters is that I fill all those roles with love in my heart and the best 
of intentions.  
 

My husband isn’t going to divorce me for a frozen meal here or there, my son will not disown 
me for not mastering the art of motherhood before he leaves for college, and no one will no-
tice if I choose to focus more on the time I spend with the ones I love over the time I spend 
primping for my day. I have decided that I would rather have that extra time to enjoy my life 
rather than let it slip away because I am too worried about my To-Do’s.   
 

We should all see ourselves as our children do. Which in a sense is exactly as God sees us. He 
doesn’t care about makeup, finances, or even if we had a “splurge day”. He sees us for who 
we are and the role we choose to play in the world. Our children love us simply because we 
are there as their nurturers, providers, and confidants. Shouldn’t we also play those roles as 
Christians? 
 

I am going to work as hard as I can to be the best in all the roles that I have, but above all I will 
not forget the reason why God has placed me in those roles in the first place – to make an im-
pact in the lives of those around me.  
 

So here is my wish for you this Mother’s day and every day… 

Don’t sweat the small stuff. Take the time you have to play and laugh.  

Eat ice cream.  Read a book. Enjoy everything life has to offer.  

And try to see yourself through a child’s eyes. 
 

Love Through Life in 

Christ,  

Stephanie Haverda 
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