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WHY AMERICAN CHURCHES
ARE AT A TIPPING POINT
By Thom Rainer whose most recent book
is titled, Scrappy Churches
THE ATTITUDINAL TIPPING POINT
At some point in the recent history of the Church, particularly North American
churches, becoming a part of a local congregation became
a consumer-driven activity.
Too many church members want, even demand, their own preferences and
desires. In some congregations, we are more likely to hear a member fight over
his or her own worship style preference than ask
how he or she might truly serve the body of Christ.

Read 1 Corinthians 12. Being a member of the body of Christ means
we serve others for the greater good of the body. The needs of others come
before our preferences and desires.
Paul admonished the local congregation in Philippi: “Do nothing out
of selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility consider others as more
important than yourselves.” (Philippians 2:3). That doesn’t sound like some of
our church board or committee meetings.
THE ACTIONABLE TIPPING POINT
There are many churches that like the idea of evangelism more than doing
evangelism. Frankly, I interact with many church leaders and members almost
every day who profess unwavering fidelity to the
Great Commission of Christ, which paraphrased, is, “…lead others
into a growing relationship with me,” but haven’t intentionally had a
conversation about spiritual things in recent memory with an
unchurched person.
We may be so busy with church activities that we neglect active obedience to
the Great Commission. We can be passionate about the placement of The
Lord's Supper in the worship service but never invite people to come to those
worship services.
We can complain when the pastor doesn’t visit members sufficiently,
but never visit the hurting ourselves.
A church leader recently asked me why I thought his church was not growing. I
asked him what his church did every single week to reach, invite, and serve the
people in the community. His silence was his own answer. Many of us
Christians would rather argue with each other,
or talk about something in our church that we don’t like, than help our church
push against the gates of darkness, injustice, poverty, and evil
in our community (a paraphrase of Matthew 16:18)
IT IS TIME
Still, I am not discouraged. The tipping point is not inevitable.
Our obedience may have waned, but God’s power has not. Many
church leaders and members are recommitting themselves to a
renewed and vibrant mission. Many of their churches are seeking
and seeing revitalization.

There is indeed an incipient movement of scrappy churches.
It is real. It is growing.

Prayer:
With whatever years God gives me, with whatever breaths I have remaining
to breathe, I ask God to use me in my church to serve Him and others with
unwavering commitment.
- Thom Rainer

Ash Wednesday Service
Wednesday, March 6 • 6PM

Is an 8 Week Study of the
book
Growing Young
6 Essential Strategies to
Help Young People Discover
and Love Your Church
Beginning Sunday, March 10 - for information link to the website

Growing Young

Children’s Church will focus on Jesus’ baptism and wilderness struggle,
prayer, temptation and Holy Week for their Lenten study. The season of Lent is
an opportunity for them to look inward to what God is creating in them, reflect
on what He means in our lives, express sorrow and change our ways in areas
we not living as Jesus taught. The children will be creating a Lenten calendar,
and make their own Lenten promise, i.e. do something loving, give up
something that isn’t helping our lives, in order to help us remember Jesus. We
hope your child will join us for this formative journey; Sundays at 10:30 a.m.

BOBCAT LUNCH - Monday, March 11
FCC is hosting the Spring UMC Bobcat lunch on Monday, March 11. If you are
available to provide food or service, please call Gregory @ 512-396-1926.

March 3 Servers
Elders:
Rita Buchanan, Chris Hansen

Deacons:
Olga Gerhart, Nikki Quinn
Lois LaCoss, Greg LaCoss

Lay Leader:
Olivia Gerhart

Children's Church
S E R V I C E of L O V E
March 10
On Sunday, March 10 we would like the children to stay after church for
our Children’s Church service of love. We will have a pizza lunch, then

decorate cookies, make cards and deliver these to church members and
a few residents at Brookdale N. Assisted Living Center. Gael, Mckayla
and Kassidy will be driving the children and we will call parents when
children are available for pick up. Permission slips are available at the
Education Table in the Narthex and can be left in the “turn in” tray.
The children are very excited about greeting these senior adults and
delivering their gifts. For those children who can come that day at 9 a.m.
we will be baking the cookies and their help would be awesome.

Calling all who can MEND and SEW!
We need help repairing current Stations of the Cross costumes as well
as creating some new ones. We have the patterns and will supply the fabric.
It is very basic straight sewing but does require a sewing machine.
The repairing can be hand sewing in some cases. We also need cloth belts,
head pieces, etc. Please contact Gael if you are able to help:
832-858-0932, gael@fcc-sm.org

Join us for Fellowship Time
Each Sunday at 10:00 am.
A Special Thank You to Shepherd Group #3 for hosting the Fellowship
time on February 24. Please join us this Sunday, March 3 at 10;00 am
and our host group will be Shepherd Group #4.

Male Call - Date Change
March Male Call will be the Second
Saturday this month in order to provide
breakfast for the Elder & Deacon meeting.

MARCH 9th
Breakfast at 8:00

Deacons and
Elders Meeting
Saturday, March 9
9:00 - 10:00
Come early for breakfast hosted by
Male Call starting at 8:00 AM

Lost and Found
Last Sunday to Claim Items.
Next Sunday during Fellowship Time will be the last time to FIND your
LOST items. Please take a moment to check it out. There are many
items such as eye glasses, a YXL UT windbreaker, personalized coffee cups,
and other miscellaneous items.

Anniversaries
Charles & Bernice Scott • 03/06

Birthdays
Roy Monk • 03/02
Loretta Mann • 03/04
J. D. Elshoff • 03/05
Alyssa Updegrove • 03/07
Linda Vetters • 03/07
Bernice Scott • 03/09
Dale Ritchie • 03/10
Jimmy Cobb • 03/15
Jamie Ayer • 03/19
Paul Sutphen • 03/19
Ian McGuire • 03/20
Joe Bostwick • 03/25
Marla Johnson • 03/28

Save the Date • March 28
HCWC SPAtacular •
Info to come!

