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The Primary Resolution
It is a new year, and as always, it is an opportunity to reflect on where we have been and where we are going. Most
years I have thought about self-improvement: reading more, losing weight and exercising, spending more time with
family and friends, getting chores done around the house—you know, the usual things. Most years I am only
moderately successful.
This year is different. We are not in ordinary times. Business as usual won’t get it done right now. I have a growing sense of danger and
historical tragedy. We must not be lulled to sleep by a false sense that everything is as it has always been. The world is changing and it’s
not getting better. Over my lifetime I have had the vague impression that we humans are making progress—that we are becoming more
tolerant, more just, more peaceful, more, well, civilized. I’m not sure that was ever true, but if it was, it is not true any longer.
Somehow, when I wasn’t paying attention, our entire society has taken a turn for the worse. We exist in a culture of division, hatred, fear,
conflict, growing economic inequity, racism, xenophobia, tribalism and distrust. Historical and scientific facts are disregarded in favor of
lies which make us feel better. To quote song-writer Paul Simon: “A man hears what he wants to hear and disregards the rest.”
What are we to do? I’ll tell you what I’m going to do. I’m going to become a Peacemaker. That’s my resolution for 2018: “I resolve to be a
peacemaker in 2018.” I am asking you, whoever will listen to me, to join me. Make this your primary resolution this year. Even if you fail
to lose weight or save money, do this—become a peacemaker.
Don’t wait for the government, they can’t fix what is ailing our society. Don’t trust politics, they always have their own self-serving
agendas. Don’t expect any institutions or schools or non-profits or anyone else to get us back on track. It’s time for every individual,
every Christian, everyone who believes in God and is committed to following Jesus, to do our part. We have to be what we are called to
be: Peacemakers. Blessed are the Peacemakers, for they will be called children of God (Matthew 5:9). Let the peace of Christ
rule in your hearts, since, as members of one body, you were called to peace. (Colossians 3:15)
Jesus managed to change the world. In our generation we must do the same, with his help. How? One person to one person. That’s
where you and I come in. You won’t succeed in every case, but you can try and it will make a difference. If it is possible, as far as it
depends on you, live at peace with everyone. (Romans 12:18)
It begins with your heart. Don’t look at people as groups you can fear or despise or ignore. See each individual. Follow the Golden Rule
of Jesus: In everything do to others what you would have them do to you. (Matthew 7:12) And watch your words. Only say what is
uplifting. Let your conversation always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.
(Colossians 4:6)
Be willing to say, “I’m sorry.” Say “thank you” often. Learn to turn the other cheek and go the extra mile. The stakes are very high and
there is no time to lose. This is the year that we need peacemakers.
May the Peace of Christ be with you.

Important Dates for January
January 6, Saturday—Male Call at 8:00 AM
January 9, Tuesday—Education Committee at 6:00 PM
Butterfly Group at 7:00 PM
January 11, Thursday—Membership Committee at 2:00 PM
January 14, Sunday—Shepherd Group Leaders meeting at 11:45 AM
Youth Fundraiser Lunch
January 21, Sunday—Installation of 2018 Church Leaders during Worship
3rd Sunday Potluck Lunch—Souper Bowl theme
January 28, Sunday—Elder & Deacon Training Session

Thank you!!
for your generosity
this Christmas
season!

Once again our Angel Tree
consisted of stockings for the
Hays-Caldwell Women's
Center, gifts for the Brown
Santa program, and gifts for
students at Mendez
Elementary school.
Your kindness made a difference to many children this
year!!

Mark Your Calendars…


On Sunday, January 21 we will install our 2018 Church
Leaders.

On Sunday, January 28 there will be an Elder and Deacon
Training session immediately following the worship service,
conducted by Crystal Baker.
Please make every effort to attend these two Sunday events if you
are a part of this leadership group.


Don't forget about your Friend in Faith! This is the mentor program
we have at our church where a youth from our church is paired with
an adult mentor in the congregation.
Things you can do for your "Friend in Faith":
 pray for them
 send them a birthday card
 check in with them at church and ask them how life is going

Children's
Service Project
Our Children's Service Project for the month of January is to
collect toiletries for the Hays-Caldwell Women's Center
Spatacular. This annual event is scheduled for February 9, and
our FCC children will be collecting toiletries and other items to
stuff gift "swag" bags for the 24 ladies that will be receiving spa
services that evening.
During the month of January, please place any donations
(shampoo, conditioner, devotional items, make up samples,
etc.) in the plastic box under the Education table in the narthex.
The children will stuff the bags at the beginning of February, so
donations will be accepted during the whole month of January!

It may seem like a simple thing to us, but it makes a huge
difference in the life of the child. Assignments were made several
months ago, so please contact Teri Stapp at teri@fcc-sm.org or
512-393-1506 if you need any information about your Friend in
Faith:)

We have been
CHALLENGED !!!
Rolling Oaks Christian Church,
Central Christian Church, Western
Hills Christian Church, and First
Christian Church San Marcos are competing to see who can
bring the most can goods or monetary donations for our
local Food Banks.
Donations must be in by February 4th.

#2 Sign Up:
Our first round of supper club (4 months) is sadly over. The
Elams, The Fortins, Kay Quinton, Perry Arledge, and The
Stapps had a great time meeting each other once a month September through December - at someone's home and
enjoying great food and fellowship. We got to know each other
very well outside of our church walls, and this has really
brought our group closer together. Sign up for Round 2 will be
in January with suppers to begin February through May.
Please consider signing up on the clipboard in the narthex— it
is truly a wonderful way to develop close relationships and reinforce existing bonds within our church. For more information,
please contact Teri Stapp at teri@fcc-sm.org or 512-393-1506.

Use the green Food Bank envelopes for monetary donations
or bring canned goods. Let's win this friendly competition
with our sister churches and help those in need.

Attention Shepherd Group Leaders!
Sunday, January 14, we will have a Shepherd
Group Leaders’ meeting immediately after the
worship service. Please arrange to have one
representative from your Shepherd Group at this
meeting. There will be a Youth Fundraiser Lunch,
so that everyone can have lunch together as we meet.

Youth Fundraiser Lunch
Sunday, January 14
Featuring Chili & Cornbread prepared by our FCC Male
Call group and benefitting our FCC Youth Group.

Notes to the Congregation

3rd Sunday
Souper Sunday
Potluck Lunch
Sunday, January 21
Please join us after worship for our traditional
3rd Sunday January “Souper Sunday” meal.

Bring your favorite soup,
side, or dessert.
ADULT BIBLE CHALLENGE

The challenge for 2018 is to
read the New Testament in a
year. You can do that by reading
5 chapters a week, one a day Monday-Friday
(or the days of your choosing).
Try a new translation from which to read OR
choose an accountability buddy to check in with
each week and share what you are learning…
a spouse, a child, a friend, a neighbor, read
individually and as a family....be creative!

This JANUARY….
New Adult Bible Study Classes
Classes begin January 7, 2017. Please
pick up & complete your registration
form and place in the “Turn in” box on
the Education Table.

Faith in Action: studies in
Old and New Testaments, taught by
Linda Vetters. This group utilizes David C. Cook literature
and has a Bible study, discussion format. They meet in the
Parlor.

God Time: Meditation and God Journaling,
taught by Perry Arledge. This class will experience times of
meditation, learn about/practice journaling in dialogue
with God. Deepening your personal devotional life and developing an eye and ear for God in your daily life is the
heart and goal of this class. They will meet in the Chapel.

Spiritual Care for Those Living with Dementia and their Caregivers , taught by Olga Gerhart. This
group will discuss information about dementia, the meaning of personhood, coping with the stigma of dementia,
understanding God's model for caring, help for caregivers
and how to “be with” and “be for” our loved ones. Olga is a
professor of ethics at Texas State University. They will meet
in classroom #113 by the Chapel .

January Birthdays

January Serving Schedule
January 7—Intinction

January 21—Intinction

Elders:
Chase Stapp
Teri Stapp
Brad French

Elders:
Linda Vetters
Chris Hansen
Crystal Baker

Deacons:
Jason Karlik
Stephanie Karlik
Kelsey Schmitz
Carl Adkins

Deacons:
Ron Fortin
Gloria Fortin
Sydney Morris
Karen McGowan

January 6

Communion:
Karen McGowan

Communion:
Fortin’s

Rikki Hardy

January 7

January 14

January 28

Alex Olenick

January 7

Larry Diegelman

January 9

Elders:
Paul Sutphen
Jerry Weidman

Elders:
Wayman Mullins
Louise Mullins

Michael Poth

January 10

Rex Stallings

January 11

Taylor Ralph

January 12

Deacons:
Mac Howard
Mattie Howard
Mac Daniel Howard
Tanner Wigley

Deacons:
J. P. Bach
Mikka Bach
Beth Elam
Kay Quinton

Elizabeth Lester

January 14

Connie Burke

January 16

Communion:
Bonnie Whittington

Communion:
Olivia Gerhart

Jennifer Roberts

January 16

Lay Leaders

Bobbie Coley

January 21

Claire French

January 22

Jim Alexander

January 23

Darcy Hardy

January 24

January 7—Perry Arledge
January 14—Crystal Baker
January 21—Karen McGowan
January 28—Rita McGuire

Rick Hardy

January 26

Children’s Sermon

Tyler Ellison

January 27

Susan Ballard

January 31

Cole Stapp

January 31

January 7—Marshall Breedlove
January 14—Teri Stapp
January 21—Gregory Ross
January 28—Mattie Howard

Jerry Weidman

January 1

Koltyn Haverda

January 2

Carolyn Smith

January 3

Kelly Casparis

January 4

Andi Shimek

January 5

Kennedy Braun

January 6

Ashley Herrera

January 6

Amber Poth

January Anniversaries
Roy & Alma Monk

January 1

We continually update the church membership database.
If you find an error in a birthday or anniversary date or if
you are left off the list, we offer our sincerest apologies.

Maggie & Eddie Mossler

January 6

Please email fcc@fcc-sm.org or contact the church office.

